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1,079 killed by Lankan
dea

COLOMBO. Apr L}
leaders produced

from a former senior
officer claim
kmowledge of 1,079 pohu-
killings by government-
backed death squads. reports

AP.
The swormn statements from
Premadasa Udugampola. a

former police deputy inspector
that the

aliegations referred to
1988 and 1898, when the gov-
ernment of President
Ranasinghe Premadasa was
ting a radial Sinhalese re-
tn southern Sri Lanka
The government has dended
Udugampola s charges. which
he had previously made public

squads

In more general terms.

"All these revelations go o
the root of the questions of the
preservation of human :
democratic rights of the coun-
try. ° sald former Prime
Minister Sirimavo
Bandaranaike, leader of the
opposition Sn Lanka Freedom

P-&mm at a

news conference. demanded
an investigation by a judicial
inquiry commission into the
former policeman’s state-
ments.

Udugampola headed the
Bureau of Special Operations
and was instrumental in the
crackdown on the Sinhalese

insurgenits.
In a letter to Mrs
Bandaranaike, Udugampola

claimed his lfe was in danger
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US to continue N-tests: me unict sues
said Wednesday it would continue nuclear tests despite

France's announcement that it was suspending ils tests in the
Pacific and a call 10 other countries to lollow suit, AFP reporis

from Washinglon.

*Nuclkcar delerrenee contlinucs Lo

play a vilal role in United

States national sccurily sirategy,” said Stalc Department
n Margarci Tutwiler.

"We will conlinue 1o conduct lests as roquired, Those Lests
are critical o ensuring the reliability, salcly, security and
survivability of thal deterrent.”

French Prime Ministcr Picrre Uercgovoy said in his first
general policy speoch Wodnesday that France had decided 1o

nuclear Lesting this year in the South Pacific.

Ukraine to create own army:

Ukratnian lawmakcrs

voled overwhelmingly Wednesday o

ereale an independent armed forecs. and President Leonid
Kravchuk appoinicd his own commander of the dispuled
Black Sea Fleel, Al' reports [rom Kicw.

Both moves wore likely 1o incrcase the lension between
Ukraine and Russin, whirh have been squabbling lor months
‘over how Lo divide the military remnants of the former Sovict

Union

Ukraine's Supreme Soviel voled 323 o 6 in favour of a

resolution backing Kravwwhuk's indcpendent military policy.
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Newsman tortured in Haiti: »
crusading journalis! hcld for ncarly five months in a provincial
was tortured afllcr being transferred (o the National
tenllary a wock ago, his lawycr said Wedneaday, AP

reports from Port-Au-Prince

Prison authoritics also took away Paul Jean Mario's
medication for Inicrnal blceding caused by carlicr beatings,

sald Camilic Leblanc

who saw his clicnl. a rcporter lor

owned Radio Antilles on Tuesday.
Leblanc said “thc army is obviously (rying Lo send other
journalists a mesange — this is whal awails you #f you try to do
your job correctly. They arc scithing accounts with him.”

Marfo was arrcsicd in Novwmber and charged

with burn-

ing @owii ‘& poliee stntion afd rourthousc following Aristide's
oustcr. He said he wns only covering the turmodl that infliated

the burnings
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Imelda vows to bring Marcos' body:
Former first lady Imclda Marcos will bring the corpsc of
husband Ferdinand home o the Philippines as scheduled on

Sunday despite a government ban, her lawyer said, Thursday,

Reuter reports from Manila

"l am willing 1o go 10 jai] for it.” lawyer Antonio Coronel
ted Imclda as saying. afler being told of the government's
fon not o allow a Philippine burial for the former dicta-

tor unifl afler the May || presidential clection.
"We are dcfying the ruling of the cabinel. We are bringing
the body as scheduled on Sunday,” Coronel said by telcphone.

Decree to stoP corrupt officials:

Russian President Doris

Itsin, trying to pilot his country

from communism In [ree-market capitalism, issuecd a deerce
on Wedncsday 1o siop corruplt officials making a rouble on the
side, Reuter roporia [rom Moscow.

Yeltsin's decree bans government officials from entering
into any commercial aclivily or from using their position o

help others make moncy in return for payment.

It also siops them having any sceond source of Income ox-
cept for academic. teaching or creative work. Potential re-
eruits to the couniry's civil service will be closcly velled and
will have to declare any sharcholdings or property inlerests.

Jobless riot in Panama: roice have used

tear-gas and birdshol lo scalter hundreds ol pratesting

r peoplc in the northern city of Colon and authoritics
declarcd a nighitime curfew to quell the riots, AP

reports from Panama city
Wedncsday

was the sceond consecutive day of violent

demonsirations, mostly in Colon eity, en the Atlantic en-
trance of the Panama Canal. The demonstrators were prolest-

ing high uncmployment and poverty

Police said 20 ponple were Injured Tuesday and at least six
more Wednesday cvening . A tetal of 34 demonsimlors were

arrested

Colon & a Lhriving frecport zone with trade amounting to
about 6 billlon dollars a year. Il provides impoveris

Panama with a large

chunk of its income. But an estimated 38

pereent of the nce's 167,000 people are unemployed,
and about half of them live tn abject poverty.

Govt Commanders, M ujahideen form alliance in N Afghanistan

Fall of Bataan
celebrated

MOUNT SAMAT (Philippi-
nes). Apr 9. Aging veterans
Thursday on this
Mm with dignitarics from
United States. Japan and
the Philippines 1o com-
World War 11 fall

|

A Bosnian militiaman protects Muslims praying on Wednesday at 8 mosque in 8 Mushim
neighbourhood which has been sheltered for four days by Serbs opposed to independence for

Bosnia-Herzegovina.

State of emergency in Bosnia

SARAJEVO, Apr 9: The gov-
ernment of President Alia
declared a state of

— AFP/UNB photo
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Fresh factional
fighting in
Johannesbur

¥
JOHANNESBURG. Apr 9

The police report satd st
kast one of ihe dead was
slabbed and then thrown from
a menving tredn

Sarajevo, the oa , under a
untfied i

“Some of these ps are
taking advaniage of the situa-
tlon to carry oul terrorism, ~
he saud.

He said the presidency
would order a ceaseflire In
Kupres in Western Bosnia,
where Croatian forces are
fighting Serbian-led Yugoslav
army troops, and that ~ this
will be a test of the loyalty of
the army to Boasnila-
Herzegovina.™
In a television address
Wednesday, a Yugoslav general
warned officials of Bosnia
Herzegovina to respect the
army while in the republic
Sarajevo was surrounded by
Yugoslav army troops and there
was fear they would attack.

General Muharem Fetahagic
said on television here that au
thorities in Sarajeve should
not * play with the army.”

were thinking of attacking
Yugoslav army troops

“Let us mmbe poace. Your in
terests and ours will meetl,”
the general siud. adding that -
only dialogue will help us o
avold clashing. ”

Another report adds. The
Organization of the Islamic
Conference (OIC) en
Wednesday urged tts members
to provide political moral and

malerial support 1o the
Republic of Bosnia
Herzegovina.

Secretary General Hamud

Algabid called on parties to the
conflict in the former Yugoslav
republic, notably the Yugoslav
governmeni, Lo respect " the
clear chotce of the people of
Bosnia-Herzcgovina for inde-
pcndence.”

In a slalement tssued in the
Westlern Saudi city of Jeddah,

headquarters of the OIC,

concernod” by the up
internecine violenoe n .
Herzcgovina, where a civil war
is pitting Mushnh Slave and
Croats againgt Serbs and
Yugoslay soldiers, leaving

met recently with
the Muslim pressdent of
Bosnia- Herzegovina, Ala
Imet who held talks
with King Fahd.

The re lic o Bosnia
voted for independence om
February 29 in a ballot
by the Serbian minority. The
European community and the
United Stales recognized
Bosnia - as an in-
dependent state this week

its populatien s 43.7 per
cent Slav Muslim. Another
31.4 per cent are Serbs and
| 7.4 per cent Croats

Yeltsin cabinet threatens to step down

Yeltsin's opponents at a crucial
session of parllament on
Wednesday, but Yeltsin still
had time to lobby — or com-
promise — before a possibic
vole Thursday .

The vote would be o de-
clare ‘dissatisfaction’ with his
market reforms and revoke
his au W issue economic
decrees  without legislative

approval
France suspends

N-test

PARIS, Apr 9: France has
become the first nation to in-
definitely suspend its nuclear
weapons testing. It is urging
other nations to follow suit
reports AP,

The Soviet Unjon declared
a onec-year moratorium on

weapons tests in October
There was no the threc
other major n powers
were prepared to follow

France's example. The US

.State Department said bomb
tests in Nevada would con-

Soﬁ:en defeats
Mamata

CALCUTTA. Apr 9 : Somen
Mitra, one of (he stalwaris of
the West Bengal Congross, was
tonight declarcd president of
the party allcr he defealed MS
Mamata Banncrjce, the Union
Minister of Siate for Sports, in
a keenly contesicd cleclion
that saw the pariy sharply po-
larised between Lwo camps,

reports PTI.

Mitra was onc of the  gen:
eral secretarica of the oulgoing

PeC-l of which Siddhartha
Shankar Ray was the presi
dent. He dcefcated Ms
Banncrice by a margin of 27
voles. Mitra polled 214 voles
while Danncriee got 187, One
vole was rejecled.

“Tm alfrayd that the odds are
pretty” that the President
Will losc his additional pow-
ers.” said Gleb Yakunin. a law-

powers and
ability 10 lead the government.
the entire Cabinet of course
Vice Premier

of Yeltsin supporters
nesday night

Yeltsin is prime minister
and defense minister as well as
president. but is under mount-
ing pressure lo abandon the

;

posls.
Yeltsin had scized the ini-
tiative Tuesday in the 1.046-

member Congress of Prople's
Deputics, dominated by former
Communists. by waming that a
reduction in his powers could

plunge the country tnto chaos .
He also bolstered his sup
port among Russian hard-lin
ers by countering Ukraine s
claimi o the Black Sca MNeet
and speeding up the formaton
ol a scparale Russian army
But his opponents ok the
oflensive Wednesday. forcing
him to return o his lonely scat
on a platform in front of the
g:::lntnl and listen in sl
as they accused him of
leadt the Rugsian wple
i ng ' F:'“P
Al the start of Uwx seasiog in
the Grand Kremlin Palace.
Yeltstn left his chair. directly
under a huge Russian flag that
covers a Communist-era por
trait of Lemin. Aides said he
was altending an important
meeling . of Russia's
Constitutional Commission In
another wing of the lormer
Crar's Palace
But lawmakers voted 606
149 w demand that he come
back and hear their criticism
He sat impassively, with a
crooked half-frown. for more
than an hour as deputies de-
nounced skyrocketing prices,
poor medical carc. rising

crime, rellance oo forcign aid,
and the Cabinet that Yeltsin
appoinied without legislative
approval under his special
powers.

“Reformers who began the
so-called shock therapy must
now kearm two new words: first
ad and resuscitabion. because
that s what most of the
lation needs,” said
Valery Vorontsow.

Yeltsin's economic pro-
gramme has caused to
soar and pushed of
Epk into poverty,” Vorontsov

The las! time the forma-
tion ol & was regu-
lated by laws like ours was un-
der Mussolini. when Fascists
came o power in Iltaly.” law-
maker Serge! Polozkov said to

That prompied Yeltsin to
get up and walk off the plat-
form again. while Polozkov
contimued

‘Boris Mikolayervich., we
ask you w leave the post of
prime minister. You have
encugh to handle with the
military and other matters, “he
san]
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Mourners carry on Wednesday the body of a student killed in Patan district by polics shooting
| during strike in Nepal. Over thousand took part in the funeral procession. — AFP/UNB photo

DPRK missile to pose
Asia, ME

WASHINGTON, Apr ®
North Korea is developing a
minsile for the internatonal

1.000 kilometers
(B20 which will pose a
threat 10 Asia and the Middie
East. a senior
Department official

. reports AFP.
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own missiles ’
Under Secretary of State for
International Security Affatrs
Fr g rumbd  Fart b borme w

North Korea s working on

The Buily Stur

production of a misstle with a
greater than 1,000

ktlometers which would Fnable

ard

threat to the security of
Northeast Asta, the Middie
East and the Perstan Gull, and
minsiles
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Two companies have expressed interest in commercial

development of peptide
Families could even put

additives, he said.
the
culs of meat to make them taste better, said

peplide on less expensive
who

suggested scientists start looking for similar FPH;:I in

chicken, lamb and pork.

Sex slaves to sue

UL: Six South Korean women who were forced
slaves for Japanese troops during World War
in a Tokyo court. a spokesman said

lawsuits in June with the Tokyo dis-
milllion Yen (151,000 dollars) each’in

to sue for damages

KABUL. Apr & Military commanders and re-
sistance guerillas have apparently prompted a
United Nations peace plan for
forgng an ethnic allance and laying down
arms in the North of the devastated country,

reports AFP.

The UN plan. due to take effect April 28,
lh-uiﬂlu-m.ﬂ:mm&luxd
that of Soviet-installed President Najfbullah,
who is still holding fast in Kabul.
rillas and government
whom they shared ethnic
links formed a coalition last month in the
north, taking control of the re

accusing Najibullah of trying to pro

Leaders of what they call the “National
Islamic Movemen(® — comprising ethnic
Pashtuns. Tajiks, Uzbeks Turkmen and Ismath
fribesmen — say now control most of 11
of the old Soviet
nion W the borders of Kabul provinee.

How the guns were sflenced will lkely re-

Mujahideen
commandecrs wi

stralegic
and

. from the

main a bit of a mystery.

ago.
nistan,

Northern city

But the man who instigated it three months
Brigadier General Abdul Momen, com-
mander of the strategic frontier ti:‘)"mul
Heiration, says no real decision
arms in the region was cver made
Momen, who refused to step
Najfbullah tried to replace him with a Pashtun,
told foreign journalists Tuesday that Najibullah
sparked the crisis by trying to prolong the
sl

to lay n

down when

“It was not a major deciston.’ he said mn the
of
small group of people around Najib who are

ing the war going "
added that he and membera of the

-I-Shartf. "It is just a

ruling northern military council support and

process, it is
Momen

want to expedite the UN :
"We are not ﬂmangt:;' he added when

asked whether the movement might spread to
the rest of the country. "We support the UN

necessary.
and fellow commanders dismissed
talk in Kabul that the Northern movement was

“separatist and racist” in nature, implicitly

charging that Najibullah was trying to stay In
power by stirmring a racial conflict.

Najibullah has argued plausibly that he has
"too many generals® and that the 13-year-old
war has left not only more than one million
dead bul too many people dependent on war
for a Wving The raclal issue is explosive in
tan, as UN Secretary General Boutros
representative on
Alghanistan., Benon Sevan. emphasised last

Alghanis

Boutros-Ghali s special

month.

Sevan warned that unless the UN peace
ahead quickly, Alghanistan
risked dismemberment along racial lines.

followed Najibullah’s
mpt to replace commanders most with
ethnic roots in the north., with Pashtuns from
his own province of Pakilya. apparently in ad-

process wenl

The Northern revolt
atle

vance of the peace plan

Most of Alghanistan's five millon refugees
afier the Soviet invasion in
shiuns. The Soviets pulled
The net result 1s that on both
sides of the war. most people remaining inside

fhazh-lﬁ.l.‘h: fighttn
1979 been

out in 1989

Afghanistan have been non-Pashtun

“The peace plan is oo late.” sald one of the

highest -ranking members of Najfbullah's Watan
(Homeland) Party, whose non-Pashtun mem
bers now cutpumber Pashtuns, mostly because
Pashtuns resisted the Soviets hardest and were
driven out by carpet-bombing.

A diplomat at the former Soviet embassy
here, bidding farewell before his Russian re
placement arrived. said the country’'s internal

ethnic mix had changed beyond recognition.

“Mosi Pashtuns inside the country,” the
diplomat said last week. “have no affinity with
Pakistan or with Kabul." referring to the
Pakistan-based Mujahideen and the Soviet-in-
stalled government here.

“The hard truth, and all realise. is that if the
refugees come back, the elections could

in Pashtuns who want o return to the o

“They

will not
betng subservien

ways. But it was the non-Pashtuns m.l:rn
E:rul Najibullah. and the non-Pashtuns
ught him here on his own ground.”

be content with going back to I

L." he added

3 get life term
for murdering
a Sikh family

NEW DELHI. Apr 9: A sourt
has sentenced three men to
itfe imprisonment for murder-
ing a ly of Sikhs in the r
ots that engulfed New Delhi
after the assassination of Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi. =
mtp:ﬁcr sakd Thursday, re-
ports AP. -

It was rare instance of i

1t of those accuised

in the 1984 riots in mh
2,700 people. most of
Stkhs, were killed after Mrs
Gandhi was gunned down by
her Sikh bodyguards. -
" Paflure to prosecule .
rioters has been & eceptral
of Sikh milifants
who have been for an
independent Sikh natioh In
the northern state of Pugjab



