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CPE Flawed

On Wednesday this journal reported on the
‘progress’ of the CPE under a bold headline
education fails to reach tar-

primary
. This was a little misleading. The only target

very definition, is compulsory primary education
which is another name for universal education for
the primary age-level. Taking even a most un-
pragmatically optimistic view of our schooling
outiook one would only be fooling onesell by be-
lieving that this target can be hit even in the next
few decades — unless of course something of the
strength of the French Revolution or the nature
of the October Revolution overtakes the society in
the meantime. On the face of it, The Daily Star
seemed to be a non-news story.

Beneath the surface, however, lay a strand of
veritable gems. What should have been a pro-
gramme covering the whole of the nation — the
much vaunted CPE launched with a publicity
racket bordering on being a very transparent and
hilarious fraud by a minister of the past autocratic
regime, is being put to practice in 68 selected
urban and semi-urban centers. The figure quite
coincidentally reminds one of the number of
Bangladesh's villages out of which the fallen top-
man made a political credo.

However, it is more important Lo observe that
the CPE-adopting centres include the district
headquarters and some selected upazilas where,
quite naturally, the Mteracy rate as well as the

enrolment rate should be far higher than
the national averages. Patently because the four-
fifths of Bangladesh lefi-out of the supposedly
‘pilot project’ consists of nothing but pastoral
backyards.

A Daily Star sample survey of two spots out of
the 68 showed an enrolment of 70 per cent of
school going children although two current na-
tional enrolment rate, as trumpeted by govern-
ment publications, is significantly higher than
this instead of being far less than the survey fig-
ures. Primary-level arithmetic is enough to con-
vince that CPE, even (n its contracted pilot-pro-
ject’ form, has been detracting rather than
adding to the furthering of the cause of literacy
and education.

The present government should have been a
little more wary in accepting every broth cooked
by the autocratic crooks, particularly this absurd
CPE which is but a cog in the massive wheel of
fraud that pervades the nation's educational sec-
tor. Let us ask of our democratically elected gov-
ernment how can you compel the parents to send
their children to school when at least 30 per
cernt of them have no jobs and any other provision
to sustain a family life including. of course. food
and clothing and shelter ? How can the concept
of compelling the parents creep into a situation
where the children are essential tools of survival
in more cases than we can ever imagine? The
whale programme is as such flawed at the very
onset. Flawed fundamentally. The nation needs
to be rid of such hunting for the will 0" the
wisp and go for the real hard-way participatory
things rather than bureaucratically ordained
panacez.

UNESCO's Monumental
Task

Paharpur Vihara (monastery] and the Sal
Gambuj Mosque are soon going to get a new lease
of life. A new deal aimed to repair and renovate
the 8th-century Buddhist monastery at Paharpur,
Rajshahi has already been struck between the
Bureau for Co-operation of Operational Activities,
UNESCO and the Ministry of Culture. The con-
tract for the conservation of the Sat Gambuj
Mosque is awaited to be signed soon. In both
cases the contribution, to the tune of US $
305.100 for the former and US $ 226,000 for the
latter. is coming under a Japanese Fund-in-Trust

: to be executed by the UNESCO.

Eversince their enlistment as world heritage,
these two monuments have stood to enjoy the at-
tention they deserve for their preservation. This
was good news. But better still is the fact that for
the first time they are going to be supported by
the money for such painstaking and highly so-
phisticated scientific works. Both the mosque
and monument have been lucky to be in the focus
of the world's premier educational, scientific and
cultural organisation. However, not many are so
lucky. And we surely have several other such old
buildings. forts and places of historical impor-
tance that deserve more or less reckoning.

However, the International attention these two
old monuments have recetved augurs well for the
country’'s architectural heritage. With architec-
ture, a good portion of the past, as it was, Is re-
Meved and the shared feeling of a rich civilization

with. the international community solidifies

the enduring human bonds. That the new effort

will be expanded to make the technological

aspects of preservation match up with the ele-

mental decaying process is also a sign of that in-

ternational cooperation and fraternity.

, the best of our past meets the ad-

vanced technology of the present and the In-

volvement of the world community in this task
makes us doubly happy.

With the taking of responsibility of the two
monuments preservation by the UNESCO, our

of the job however does not end there. The

it and foremost should concern the raising of
ml consciousness about the past through
of our cultural :
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suspoctoed
UTA French Airliner owver
some meoenths afller
Lockerbie bombing.

£

resolution also calls for
tion of Libyan diplomatic per-
sonnel in UN member coun-
tries. It takes effect on April

However, Libya has rcjecicd
:nh-ruuluihn and vowed lo

revenge. How far 1t will
succeed, onc has Lo wail and
see, but serious trouble has al-
ready erupted in Libya. Some
of the diplomatic missions of
the countrics which apparcntly

organised and supporticd the
resolution were allacked by

mob rtedly with the sup-
port m Libyan aulhoritics —
acts againsi all diplomatic
norms and stand to bec con-
demned.

A Moral Defeat
This time the resolution
was passed with only one vote
more than the minimum re-

quired for passing a resolution

Power-sharing Suspicions Linger after De Kler

HANGE has come o

South Afrea in  threc

phascs. The first was in
February 1990 when President
F W de Klerk opecned
Pariament with a declaration
of intent: aparthcid was to be
withdrawn, the liberation
movemcents were immodiately
unbanned and Nelson Mandcla
would be relcased from his lic
Enicnod,

prreERTee el | he big white Yes: how

later when the Parliament

dominated by his party re-
led almost all apartheid
slation.

And the third phasc camc
as a surprisc to the organisa-
tions necgotiating the ground
rules for a non-racial constitu-
tion: a snap referendum lo
empower de Kicrk to continue
the negotiation. The alicrna-
tive would be his resignation
and anothcr whites-only elec:
tion that would Ilecad to

on.

The other negotiatling par-
ties were distressed at not be-
ing consulted before their fu-
ture was to be pul in the hands
of a minority vole.

The result brought a sign of
reliefl around the democratic
world. The 688 per cenl Yes
voic was a startling and plcas-
ant surprisc to the would-be
democrats, but a nasty shock
to the official opposition, the
Conscrvative Party, and other
white right-wing clements.

This is nol the inal chapter
in the 300-ycar saga ol while
supremacy. A saliglactory non-

racial constitution still has o,

be agreed, and the right-
wingers must be persuaded by
rn.pr-til: fact to accept revo-
utionary change, without be-
ing defeated in the armed re-
hﬁlm that ultras have been
threatening since Dec Klerk
"betrayed” them with phase
one.
Their threats sound hollow
now that most of their fellow
Afrfkaners — an estimated 62
per cent of the 85.08 per cent
of whites who cast their ballots
— have demonstrated pragma-
tism by voting for a ncw dis-
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first followed the Irmgt invasion
of Kuwait — that the Security
Council had sanctions

ing on

Let's
Facts" Libyan agents
dicted afler the
found that a lragment of
onalor which
plastic bomb o
Parn Am airliner “was tdentical
to 10 detonators that had been
scized from Libyan in
Scernegal in early | s The
cuperts may argue but frag-
men! & sameness with another

¢
i
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sion — the concerned Western
counirics say bombing of a
civiian airliner was nothing
but aggression. Apparcnily,
terrorism s being confused
with aggression. Il is high tUme
to look for the correct defini-
tion of aggresston as the UN
Sccugty Council is being
d into an arca which
clearly entails military action
xln“ a member country

such a matter could
be resolved through negotia-
tions. Indeed the Arab League
was rightly insisting on negot!
alced setllement but nothing
happcened. Today Amab Leaguc's
posilion docs nol scem to be
the same as it was belore Lhe
Gull war.

However, having sensed
that the resolution was immi-
nent, Libya filed a case with
the International Court of
Justice (World Court], an organ

years but they could nol wail
for another couple of woeks
The World Court's ruling. il &
wenl in their lavour, could
have strengthened their case
immenscly and the voling in
the Council could have beern
better. This sort of hasty ac-
tions raise the people’'s con
cern on how the UN Security
Council was used by some
powerful permanent countres
to Ltheir advaninge

LS Media Comment

As lar as tcrrorism is ocon-
cermed, Libya's record, as van-
ous rcports show, are loaded
"Even so, valid doubts remain

aboul indicting Libya alonec as
the culprit in the bombing of
Pan Am Flight 103, over

Lockerbie, Scotland, In 1988
The Bush administration has
yetl to explain in (ts abrupt re-
treat from initial claims that

object of wsimilar identity
should not be treated as &
conclustve evidence for any-
thing Then the link was
shown through a 4 nate
dlmmdhrthll.lz\-ﬂ
Department “showing that one
of the agents had stolen hug-

from Air Malta, en-
::rut o place the suft-
casc of a Malta Might that con-
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entailing military action that
may seriously disturb the

world peace and security. The

us

OGritain. As the US/Britain

by Arthur Maimane
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After the the big Yes in South Africa — what? On his 58th birthday President F W de Klerk
declared in Cape Town that the landslide vote in the whites-only referendum marked the
end of the "book on apartheid.” Gemini News Service considers what could be the last
chapters of the world’s only racist constitution, witch was imposed by the National Party
that began ruling South Africa in 1948.
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Uon.
And the government musl

be scen to be laying fair —
"negotiating on a level playing
field.,” 1o use an cxpression
favoured by all negoliations.
Traditional anti-apartheid or-
ganisations still suspect de
Kicrk's talk of “power-sharing”
implies maintaining white
control in the “new” South
Alrica.

When talk started in 1990
these organisations were
alarmed by de Klerk's pledge
that there would be a referen-
dum in which whites would
alone be asked to approve the
non-racial constitution.

And aflter his wvictory on
March 17 the President as-
sured them that [ there were
obsiacles during ncgotiations,
“then obviously | will somchow
or other go back to the (white)

Letters for publication in- these columns should
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed

tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and
lodgress |

Of Jamdani, Muslin
and rickshaw

Sir., Why there arc no
National Awards for jamdani
lextsle producta? It would pro-

vide incontive mm
and atiract in atlen-

for presentation o a foreign
L. | could not find any.
world [amous handwoven

with double space. For reasons of #pace, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-

mercy of non-prefcssionals.
De:igni:glnrhhm is nol a
‘respectable’ profession?

Curious cllizen
[Dheskern

International
terrorism

8ir, The Americans are very
much conccrned of and active
in checking International ter-
rorism. Reecnlly they are In-
Muencing together with Britain
and France o sanction ccriain
drastic measures against Libya
for her alleged involvement in

smas iwo passcnger jel-
Hners h killed hundreds
of fnnocent le. We do not

support killing of Innocenl

even for greater causcs
of mass. So, | think, Libya
should hand over the two sus-

cleciorale.”

The suspicion ts that he in-
lends to usc the overwhelming
Yes vole as an Intimidating
club at the Convention for a
Democratic South Africa
(Codcsa) that is negotiating
towards the ncw constitution

The Rev Frank Chikane,

ral secretary of the South
Africa Council of Churches,
warncd the internalional
community on victory day "lo
remain vigilant inst
an udvnnﬂg to de Hk:rE -nj
his National Party against the
victims ol F

The implication of
Chikanc's statement was in
line with Mandcla’'s constant
appcal thal international sanc-
tHons must stay in place until
ncgoliations are ended: a club
te prevent de Klerk from

pects to the International
Court and contesl against the
allcgations through legal pro-
cedures.

Meanwhile, we will strongly
call upon the Uniled Statcs
and liritain lo sanclion drastic
measurcs against Isracl — a
couniry, a rnment which
is mercilessly, carclessly. fre-
quently and unjustly killing in-
noceni Malestinlans and other
Amabs.

M Zahidul 11

Assistant Mrojessor,
Bangladesh Agricul tural
College, Dhaka

Let us learn

Sir, The sacred, green
boundary of the Dhaka
University was once again
stained red with the blood of a
briltant student. Let me ex-
press my profound sorrow, and
condolence to the bereaved
famfly, while deceased’'s father
deserves our appreciation for
not a casc as the resull

would the ‘traditional’ one.

" As usual political leaders did

not miss lo express their
‘lashioned’ sorrow, and in the
coming days many mere

them to turn National Party
dogma on its head.

He then subverted the
House of Re
seducing coloured | -
race] MPs from the
Labour Party — :’h\l:h held the
mﬂ:ﬁquﬂn—-hnw
of reforms — into his own
id fold.

The Conservative Party also
suspects it was tricked into
the referendum to undermine
its claims that de Klerk lacked
a mandate for his reforms and
that there must therefore be a
“gencral” clection it was cer-
tain to win — and reverse the
abhorred reforms.

Informed lberals share the
suspicion, speculating that the
National P deliberately
botched the F ary by-clec-
tion in Potchefstroom to allow
a Conservalive victory that
would give de Klerk the per-
fect excuse for calling a refer-
endum — nol an election he
was in danger of losing because
constituency boundaries favour
rural arcas that are home to
conscrvalive Afrikaners. In a
relerendum only iIndividual
voles, and not constituency re-
sults, count.

De Klerk finessed his strat-
e to close the book on
pﬁymg the maich on an un-
even [licld.

Despite Mandela's appeals,
sanctions continue to crumbile
— and de Klerk now believes
he has the heavier club: a
knobkerrie, in South Alfrican
pariance.

He is a consummate politi-
cian who not o coerced
collcagues In the to
stage a putsch against the then
President P W Botha in 1980,
but just weeks later persuaded

mourning processions would
be brought oul, meeclings
would be held and demand
would be made to punish the
kilter... and time will come
when every thing will be for-
gotten.

If Raju was killed virtually
nothing went wrong with the
leaders nor that party which
he was told 1o be a member,
But 1t is unfortunale parents
and relatives who will have 1o
bear this tragic memory Ltill
the cast moment of i

Someday Raju’'s killer may
be arrested and punished (If
god blessed). But will the na-
tion ever be able to punish the
'real killers' who are moving
things from bechind the cur-
tain?

Raju's killing ap to be
the oulcome of ‘selfish’ compe-
titton of the leaders’ to hawve
their supremacy on one an-
other. We would like to make a

fervent appeal to all political
parties not to do things

might provoke tension in
educational arena where
dent come to learn and not
get killed.

Md. Reyazuddin
Mahammadpur, Dhaka
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aparitheid by allowing white
immigrants who had stll not
naturalised to become instant
voting citizens. H..nl are
rather than with hearts yeamn-
ing to maintain privileges.
gone up in flames after a No
vote, which would have been
T mhrt.h: rebellion.
o
Eluiﬁ#ﬂh:'th:
man of integrity — which
politicians 1s? — that Mandela
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thought him to be on his re
h—i-urrl—uﬂuilﬂ-
, and on a level
then the fourth a
um-lnl.iﬂm
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It seems our indcpendence
day cclicbrations have now
become a meaningless routine.
Cclebrations were all official,
beginning with government
notifications and direclives
about how the day will be ob-
served in Dhaka as well as the

district headquarters — [lags

would have 1o be hoisicd; cor-.

emonial parades would be
ised; speeches would be
delivered al seminars; mes-
will be issued by political
mn and, of course, special
will have o be offered
at all mosquecs, tcmples,
churches clc. ncwspapers
obligingly bring out s 1
su ts. | ean bet U]
we ed up the newspapecrs
ten, twenly or cven thirty
years ago (this would be true
even for  indcpendence day
celebrations during the
Pakistan pecriod), we would
find cxactly the same old sio-
ries and news headlines. Must
we accepl the sterfle official
cclebrations to mark such an
important cvent in eur national
Hfe? Must this go on every
year?

Upon reflection it would
secm that something was seri-
ously wrong with the manncr
in which the celcbrations
were organiscd in the first in-
stance. | do not know whether
the Prime Minisler was also

the same question her-
sclf as she sat through the long
ceremontal march pasl.

Decision makin
pretty tough specially at the
lop. It can be pretty ly up
there, more so during timecs of
crisis, when it is difficult 1o
asscss Lhe pros and cons of a

lar situation. Hard and
L advice is diffieult to get
when there are to many syco-
all around. Where gov-
ernmental powers arc cen-
tralised, poog.:rﬂ the
chief o deriston
in all cASes,

What was about the
independence day celebrations
7 It secmed so officlous and
lifeless. The people, ordinary
men, women and children

can be

Independence Day
Celebrations

‘docs not fully reflect the

were delinitcly not part of the
celcbrations; they were not in-
tended to bc so by design.
People were nol celebrating
the - in fact they
were nol to be scen anywhere
necar the parade ground. In the
way the indepcndence day
programme was drawn up, just
as they had becn done since
the Pakistan days, there was
no role for lc to play.

we have o make
the ccremonial march past the
main cvent in our celebra-
lons? Why could not the ordi-
nary people, particularly stu-
dents and young children, lake
part in the march past? | am
sure they could have with their
sponilancous gaicty, festoons,
posters, laughter, songs and
music made the show much
more lively and ecolourful.
Could we have been a bit more
imaginative and specially
invited our village folk, repre-
scnitatives of co-operatives and
even women's and children’s
groups (o the capital lo take
part in the festivilies? Probably
we could have and that would
have made our Independence
day celebrations more partici-
patory and meaningful. A well
turned out military parade,
witnesscd exclusivel H the
ment clite lndyu s
democratic aspirations of the
people who have sacrificed so
much to achieve their inde-
pendence. The ceremonial
march past rather demon-
strated thoughllessness and
stereotyped character of the
cercmonics.

In future, when such fes-
Livities are scheduled again, we
should first ask the plain
question— for whom are we

planning the cclebrations? Is it
meant pcople, the ordinary
citizens and their child




