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34 die of diarrhoea
in greater Barisal

Apr 8 : Diarrhoca
clatmed 34 lives and affccled
about 2,000 plc. mostly
children, during the last fve
days in five southern districts
of Bartsal Patuakhali. Dhola,

Hllnl and Mrojpur, reports
According

o district ctvil
surgeons, 33 people died of
diarrhoea in Barisal, five in
Bhola. five in Patuakhall and
enc in Pirojpur. The number of

alfected are : Barisal
112. Bhola 243, Patuakhall
208, Pirojpur 73 and Borguna
TA

Unofficial seurecs, however,
said the death toll was much
N r than admitied by the
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Amafal's alfice, which said 12
peoplc were on the planc, did
nol confirm there was a crash,

_Arab casl Jerusalem ex-

with celebration on

the repori of Aralat's
mnm Thousands of Pales-
tintans hugged, shouled and
clapped. Onc main streel was
almost carpected with candy
thrown in jubtlation.

Similar festivities broke out
in the lsracli-occupicd Weslt
Bank and at PLO reflugee
camps in soulhcrn Lebanon.

But rellecting the divisions
within the PLO. rcaction was
muled in Palesiinian camps in

Arafat in Tripoli

TUNIS, Apr B: PLO leader
Yasser A.r-ﬁlu:rﬂvd today in
Tripoli after plane made an
emergency landing Tuesday in
the Libyan desert, the official
Palestinian ncws agency WAFA
reporied, says AFP.

Arafat was expecled lo
travel later to Tunis to chair a
meeting of the Palestine
Liberation isation's cen-
tral council, according to
Palestinian officials.

Beirutnand northern lLebanon
that are conlrollcd by pro-
la [actions.

The loss of Arafat, the PLO's
undisputed leader for 23 ycars,
would have struck a serious
blow to the organization’'s co-
hesion and could have scri-
ously damaged the chances for
success of US-brokcred Arab-
lsracli peace talks.

Before Arafal was reporied
found, Sari Musscibch, a mem-
ber of the advisory commitlee
of the Palestintan delegation to
the talks. said Lhe loss of
Arllrtm:uid “radsc a very scri-
ous question aboul the pro-
cess, whether it will be possi-
ble to continue L."

There just won't be any-
body with the same strength,
ithe same posilion with the
samec commitment,” Mussei-
beh said from his West Bank
home.

Arafat's two mosl important
aides have becn assassinated
over the past four years and
no onc clse has been groomed
as a poasfblc successor.

Arafat's planc, an Algerian-
registered Antonov transport,
disappcared Tuesday night on
a Mght from Khartoum, Sudan,
to Turnis.

Those aboard the flight in-
chuded a team of bodyguards
and administrative assistants,
PLO officials said.

The group was found this
morning by “a team of planes
of diffcrent nationalities,” Amal
Akkawi, a member of Arafat's
muinstream Fatah [action, said
at the Palestinian Embassy In
Tripoli.

Arafal's representative in
soulthern Lebanon, Zeid Wah-
beh, said he had recetved a
cablc from Tunis that said
Arnfat “has only minor bruises,
but he's in good shape.”

“Ood has saved the Pales-
tinians [rom a politcal disaster
.« He in * Wahbeh
said at Ein el-Hilweh

Rﬁr camp.

anan Ashrawi, a leading
Palcstinian ne in the
Midcast peace lalks, said she

Hasina expresses
great relief

Leader of the Opposition in
Parlament and Awami League
Chicl Sheikh Hasina Wednes
day cxpressed her “greal
reliel” at the salety ol PLO
Chairman Yasser Arafat whose
pianc made a crash landing
over Libyan territory on Tues-

the

Arafat s

Diarrhocal death oll rosc 1o
73 and number of affected to
more than 4,000 in five south
ern disiricts since middic of
last month.

Barisal civil surgeon Dr
Nazrul Islam told UND that the
situation was still under con-
trol in the district where 94
medical weams, including fve
emergeney oncs, wore work-
ing round the clock.

Two unions in Bakerganj
upazila and somc of Mehdiganj
upazila in the disirict werc
worsl affected. he said.

More than onc lnkh packcis
of ORS |oral saline) and 1,000
IV{ intra-venous saline] arc
currcntly in stock in the dis
trict rescrve store. the civil
surgcon added.

urvives

was overjoyed at ncws Arafat
was salc.

"It is tremendous reliel. We
arc siill oo traumatised to be
ove but we are wvery
happy.” she said in Stockholm,
Sweden.

In his last contact with
Libyan air traflic controliers
Tuesday night, the Lhn:‘n
Algerian captain said was

toward Sarra to gel out
the sandstorm, said PLO
sources in Tunis.

Sarra is 150 miles (240
kms) from the Sudanecse bor-

der and about 900 miles
(1,450 kms) southeast of
Tripoli.

Al first light, search aircralfl
were sent “[rom scveral coun-
trics, Including pt, Libya
and Sudan and there is a
scarch parly ol some 200
jecps,” Nabil Shaat, Arafat's
closc assistani, told Swedish
radio

Before Arafat was found,
little

radio Wednesday as saying, “If
it turns out that Arafat is dead,
Israel will not be sorry be-
cause it is not possible that
there will be a more extreme

have clashed in that area the
last two years.

Diesel stock

Sece 'age 12 Col 5

19,68,500 ltres of diescl was
sold Tuesday from the
Baghabari depot, the main
source of supply in the north-
ern zone. Two lakh litres was
sold from Rangpur and

Three companies had sold
BO lakh litres of diesel from
, and Chilmari depots

from March 29 lﬂm 3.
There was 32 litres of
ofl in stock on April 7 in these
depots. In the meantime, 27

lakh litres had reached these
depots by ships. Under this

mﬂll. regular supply of ofl
been ensured by 20 ships
to these depots, the Press
Note added.

During the recent Eid holi-
days, 57.74 ltres of dicscl had
been sent to Baghabari depot
from Godnail-Fatullah. Twenty
one lakh litres were sold from
:fnhn from April 1 to 3. In

fton 5.97 lakh Mtres were
sold from Daulatpur depot for
the Northern zone, On April 7,
the stock position was 30.46
lakh MWires. Five tankers with
27 lakh litres of diesel left
Tuesday. Besides, additional 16
litres of white kerosine and
two lakh litres of petrol were

supplied during the same pe-
riod.

Meanwhile, 2.98 lakh ltres
of dicscl was sent to Rangpur
in the Northern zone

from Chit traim.
Nuring the recent lidays
1.81 lakh Mtres had been sold
[rom Rangpur depot. 1.08
lakh lHires was in stock In the

depot Tucsday. 3.60 lakh litres
is expected 1o reach the depot
soon.

L

, reports BSS, From Chilmari depot, 5.20
- * lakh litres was sold from April
“We are greatly relieved and | 1o 6. The depot has a stock
extrcmcly grati to hear of 32,000 litres of diesel at
about your safcty,” she said in a i and 5.20 lakh litres is
message o Chajrman Arafat on way 1o the depot.
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Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia addressing the Hlﬁﬂﬂlli-ﬂ Llwyrrl.!'nrum in the city yesterday.
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'Farooq Sobhan
~ tipped as

| envoy to Delhi

By Staff Correspondent

Ambassador Farooq Sobhan,
now an Additional Secrciary al
the Foreign Office, is being
sent to New Delhi as Dhaka's
cnvur. sources said F“mfﬂq

Although an offlicial an-
nounccment is yel o come,
the Government policymakers
have approved his appoint-
ment to the Delhi job.

The post of Bangladesh's
High Commissioner to India
has becen lying vacant since
Faruk Ahmed Chowdhury's rec-
tirement last January.

Sobhan, a former Amba-
ssador in licijing. is likcly o be
given Lhe rank of Sccretary,
according o lhe sources.

Blast in Indian
ammunition
factory: 10 killed

NEW DELHI, Apr 8: A pow-
erful exploston ripped through
an ammunition factory in
western India Wednesday,
killing 10 workers and devas-
tating the plant, the Press
Trust of India (PTI) reported,
reports AFP.

The blast Lriggered a major
blaze in a section of the factory
in Khadki, a cantonment town
near the city of Pune in
Maharashtra state, the ncws

said.

Ten employees were killed
on the spot, three were in-
jured and hospitalised and
some 200 others were trapped
under of rubble as the
roofl of the building collapsed,
PTI quoted fire brigade

sources as saying,

Polls in UK
today

LONDON, Apr 8 : In 13
years, Britain's Labour Party
has gone from the brink of col-
lapse to the threshold of vic-
tory in a general election on
Thursday, reports Reuter.

Along the way. it jettisoned
hardline socialist agenda
which split the party and
plunged a strike-torn nation
into economic crisis under the
last Labour government in the
1970s.

Led by Neil Kinnock. 50, a
coalminer's son who was once
a left-winger but has mellowed
into pragmatism. Labour is
now a modern Social Democr-
atic Party promising to redist-
ribute wealth within a market

Accused of changing his
as often as suits,

Kinnock took over in 1983 to
frame policies to reach beyond
Labour's declining power base
-mnnf industrial workers and
;pr to an expanding middle

JP ready for talks
with BNP on

burning issues

Jatiya Party leader Mizanur
Rahman Chowdhury, MP, said
his party was ready
for talks with the governmeni
on the burning issues

ng the nation.

Talking to UNB, Chowdhury
said his party would concen-
trale on issucs ke ‘Cano-
Adalot’ and Rohingya rcfugecs
in the coming parliament ses-
sion, besides the guestion of
relensc of HM Ershad

JP is the second major op-
poailion party in lthe presenl
parliament with 36 scals in lis
command, :

Its parlamontary party is lo
meet al Sangsad Bhaban on
Saturday at 7 pm to decide the
party's rolc in thc summer
session beginning April 12,

In reply lo a question, he
said "Tve no knowledge of any
talks between BNP and JP ...
but our doors arc open for any
discussion.”

“We shall not fear to nego-
tiate but shall never negotiate
out of fear,” he sald quoling
American Prestdent John F

He zrﬁnﬁ any contact with

Awami League or Jamaatl on
the current political issues.
Chowdhury, however, said
JP would lake “pro-people”
stand on Colam Azam and
Indemnity Ordinance.

COLOMBO, Apr B: The Snri
Lankan government has given
armed (orces commanders di-
rcet cenirol of operattons
agains! Tamil scparatisis and
stripped the central Joint
Opecralions Command ROC) of
its powers, military analysts
said today, reports Reuter.

The campaign will now
come under the direct control
of the commanders of the
army, navy and air force and
the police chicl, the analysts
sade].

The change in policy had
probably been prompled by the
governmenl's lack of progress
over the past three months in
the anti-gucrrilla campaign,
they . Government forees
have also suffcred heavy casu-
altics in recent rebel am-
bushes.

The ncw policy was spell
oul in a presidential directive
issucd on March 26,

The JOC {s headed by
General Hamilton Wanasinghe,
a retired army commander,
who was appointcd general of-
ficcr commanding. joinl opera-
tions, and put in solc charge of
battlcficld troops last year.

The Tamils have spent nine
ycars waging Lhcir scparatisl
campaign in the North and
East ol the country.

"The commanders and the

New strategy to
fight Tigers

tively plan, formulate, decide
and carry oul anti-tcmortal op-
erationa, and be nstb
for the same,” the directive
said, adding that the JOC
would remain in a purely adwvi-
iitary analysts said north-
ern armed services oflicers
were in Colombo for discus-
sions with their respective
commanders on the changes.
The military controls much
of the East but many arcas in
the North are run by the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil

Eclam guerrilla group.

15 1injured as
minibus
catches fire

From Qur Correspondent
NARAYANGANJ, Apr &

Filleen persons sustained burn

injurics when a minibus, on its
way [rom Dhaka to Adamjee,

caught fire al Shiddhirganj this |

afllernoon.

The firc originated in the
cnginc of the bus and later en-
gulfed the entire vchicle

Acrording 1o wilnesses,
mnst ol the passcagcrs man-
aged 1o come outl of the bus
whilc Lhe driver. along with 14
passcngers, Including two
womecn, wore rapped inside.

— PID photo
More judges
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conapirmiors who wore out (o
fotl the exisling pcacc and

diasciplinc.

Begum Khaloda Zia urged
the member ol Lawyers Forum
to exiend cooperation lo the
presenl government e Im
plement its various pro
grammcs. She said her gov-
crnment had already fulfillcd
some of its clection pledges

She sald the BNPP govern:
ment would make relentless
cllorts for the welfare ol peo
ple. She said Lhe objeclive of
the BNI" governmenl was Lo at-
tain scil-reliant in all scctors
to make the hard-earned
democracy meaningful
" Works Minister Barrister
Rafiqgul islam Mia, Education
Minister Barrister Jamiruddin
Sircar, Stale Minister for Law
and Justice Barrister Aminul
llaque, State Minister for
Finance Mojibur Rahman, con-
venor of the forum Justice T H
Khan. member secretary of the
convening committee Khan-
dakar Abdul Wadud, Public
Prosccutor Razzaq Khan and
scnior advocales Fazlur Rah-
man Khan, Makbul Hossain
Kabir and Mujibur Rahman also
spoke.

Barrister Rafiqu! Islam Mia
said BNP had comc o power
with pcople’'s mandate and It
was commilied to cstablish
rule ol law.

Rarrister Sircar said rule of
law was pre-requisite for
docmocracy.

Social Wcellare and Women
Affairs Minister Tariqul Islam
was also prescel

inspector-gencral shall collec-

=

q

A procession was brought out in the city yesterday to mark Eid

— Star photo

ﬁyanmar troops fire
on Thai planes

MAE SOT (Thailand), Apr &
: Myanmar soldicrs opened fire
on iwo Thai fighter plancs pa-
trolling the border near anti-
Yangon gucrilla bases loday, a
Thal army source said, rcporis
Reuler.

The F-68Fs were waltching
for ‘Myanmar (roops Lrying Lo
cross lhe Moie river, which
forms the border, Lo atlack
Karcn ethnic gucrillas from
the rcar.

The plancs were nol hit by
the small arms [lire, which
came [rom a Myanmar basc al
Myawaddl across the river
from this Thal town, Lthe
source said.

The Myanmar claimed Lhe
plancs violaled their alr space.

The Thais on Monday
turned back about 1,000
Myanmar Lroops Lrying lo
cross the river, a Karen official
sad.

Myanmar troops and Thai
border forces have clashed
scveral times inside Thafland
since the Myanmar began an
offensive in January to caplure
the Karcn headquarters

upriver al Mancrplaw.

A Thai border policc source
sajd new clashes belween
Myanmar troops and the Karen
crupted on Monday when Lhe
soldicrs shelled a guerilla
camp at Norta, 18 km (10
miles) south of Mancrplaw.

Eleven soldiers and 30

ress-ganged poricrs werc

flled and 98 soldicrs
wounded, the source said, Two
gucrillas were killed and four
were wounded,

JCD-BCL clash
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days, disrupting normal life in
the eity, reports UNB.

About 500 rounds of bullcts
were fred during chase and
counter chase between both
grou which took place
mainly in the Commerce Colle-
ge, Agrabad and Mogultuli

WreRs,
Gunshots were heard from

4 to 8 pm Tuesday and 12 to
3.30 pm today, cye wilnesscs
said.

“Captured BSF
men handed

over to India

THAKURGAON, Apr B: Two
Indian Border’ Sccurily Foree
(3SF) personnel caught by vil-
lagers in Panchagarh district
Tuesday were today handed
over o the authorities of India,
reports UNI.

The two BBSF jawans crossed
the border Tuesday allernoon
and tried to rapc a woman
tending cows at the [ronticr

village Haxipara olflicial
sources sabd.
Hlundreds of villagers

gheraoed the intruders alter
the woman had raised a hue
and cry and held the Indian
border . guards, reporiedly
along with an SLR, a sub-ma-
chincgun, a ficld telephone
scl, a binocular and ammuni-
tion.

A BDR patrol rescued the
BSF men from the villagers'
wrath ‘and brought them (o an

Afier a MNag meeling ber
tween BDR and BSF this
morning (he BSF men along
with their arms and ammuni-
tjonn were handed over to the
indian authorities at 2.30 pm,
BDR sources sakd.
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Kashmir militants attack

police station : 3 killed

JAMMU (indial. Apr 8 Mushm militants fAghting for

" Kashmirs seceaston from India attacked a
the troubled state, killing three policemen

police station In
police satd today,

Guerfllas hurled bombs and opened fire on the Chhatroo
Police Station in Doda district late Tuesday leaving three

other policemen injured. Ins

pector General of Police 58

Wazir sald here in the winter capttal of Kashmir reports AFP

Albania to remove red
star from national

TIRANA. Apr 8: Albania’s

parllament has vo

lo remove

the red star from the national flag and military camps

Parlament voted on T
communis! symbaols. It ::l:z-

night in favour of scrapping
first lmw to be passed sinee

the anti-communist Democratic Party won a landslide victory
st month in the Balkan state’'s first multiparty parhamentary

clection. reports Reuter

France to suspend N-tests
in South Pacific

PARIS. Apr 8 France has decided 1o suspend nuclkear tests
in the South Pactfic. Primee Minister Perre Beregovoy lold

parlament here today. Beregovoy sadd the order had come
from President Francols Mitterrand. reports AFP
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never take this up in their of
flews

Some callers inform that
bills of such overscas calls not
below Taka 1000 each are
ofien added to the bills of I1SD

Mecanwhile the T & T has
been showing great efficiency
in the last three days so far as
the International Subscriber

A publisher whose relative
has gone to Bangkeok for
treatment complained to The
Daily Star of the trritatéon and
embarrassment that he had

gone through during the last

Nepal: 30 held
From ["age | Col 7
Nepal Communist Party-Uniy
Cenicr, a coalition of four cx-
tremc lcflt political partics
supporied mesily by lower
middlc class and uncmploycd
youths
An AFP report adds : Ne-
palese authorities arrested 30
?eopk overnight Wedncsday
or wviolating a mnighttime
curfcw imposed afler clashes
between police and mourners
of a man shot during earlier
protcsts, a police souree said,
re AFP.
The 10-hour curfew in
Kathmandu and ncarby Patan
town was lifted at 5:00 am
Wednesday (2315 GMT Tues-
day). although highly placed
sources, who requested
anonymity, said the overnight
curfew could continue for sev-
Local authorities imposed
the ban amid clashes after sc-
curity forces moved in to break
up a silent funeral procession
for a wictim of protests
Monday. during which police
shol dead scven people and in-

jured 40, by official count.

Sccurity forces were armed
wilh shoot-to-kill orders in
casc of curfew violations, but
the police sources reported no
casualtics overnight.

Politics turns

poison for her

NEW DELHI. Apr B : A fire-
brand Hindu woman MP has
decided to quit politics and
become a recluse after being
allegedly harassed by party

. newspapers here re-
today. reports AFP.

Uma Bharati was guoted as

in a letter to the presi-
dent of her Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) that she was find-
ing it difficult to remain in the
party or attend parliament.

Bharati could not be
reached for comment, and a
spokesman for the pro-Hindu
BJP (Indian people’s partyl,
the main ition in parlia-
ment. said he was not aware of
the MP's letter to party chiel

Her letter was front-paged
by several newspapers here.

Bharati is one of the
strongest supporters of the
Hindu fundamentalist cam-
paign to construct a temple for
the Hindu Rama on the
site of a 16th century mosque
in the northern town of

A politician from the cen
tral Indian state of Madhya
Pradesh, which is governed by
the BJP. Bharati always sports
saffron -- which symbolises
Hinduism — and is widely re-
ferred to as ‘sanyasin’ or nun.

The media has also called
her a 'sexy sanyasin’' in the

past, a tag she has resented.
She accused a coterie in the
BJP in Madhya Pradesh of

promoting sycophancy, brand
ing her ambitious, preventing
development projects in her
constituency and levelling
'false and disgusting allega-
tons' against her.

20-minute overseas call

having recetved the same mes
sage he wanted to enguire
from 162 listed as ‘overseas
enquiry’. From there he also
got the identical recorded
message. Then he rang
2546566, Afier a couple of tries
the gentleman from the other
side advised him to ring
254222, The gentleman then
in turm gave him another num-
ber which was B832359. This
time the number was con-

stantly e . By that time
an huur'mﬂplnud and he
gave up Lrying

The next day. Tuesday, he
tried 152 and 162 again Both
the numbers gave him the
recorded message.

It is beyond one's compre
henston how a line can be busy
for such a long time. It is un
likely that the Bl.n;ﬁﬂi e
was oul of erder or there wen
disturbances in the fine. [l
one can not get the right au
swer because the recorded
message all through told the
subscriber that "All the chan-
nels are busy now”.

People have installed ISD
line spending a lot of money
for a trouble-free and prompil
service. But the kind of service
that the T&T is doling out 1o
its subscribers is far below
normal expeciadons.

Hit by bullets
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High School, was shot dcad
when two rival groups clashed
at Mirpur Section-] ycsterday
afllernoon.

Babul was rushed to the
NDhaka Medical College
Hospital where doctors de-
clared him dead.

Ashraf, 25, sustained bullet
injury when two local rival
groups clashed at K P Saha
road ycsterday evening. He was
admitted to Sir Salimullah
Medical College Hospital
(SSMCH).

Ashik, 20, was admitted to
SSMCH with bullet injuries.
Sutrapur police said some local
ruunmrn shot gunfire at him
near his residence at Faridabad
yesterday evening. Police said
the incident was sequel to a
previous quarrel between two
groups in the area.

Dhaka-Khulna
air link likely

From .Our Staff

Correspondent

KHULNA, Apr 8 : Govern-
ment is planning (o extend
Biman air scrvice lo Khulna
city alter construction of a air
stripc ncar Khulna-Mongla
highway by mid 1994

This was disclosed by the
State Ministor for Civil Aviation
and Tourism Ahdul Mannan at
the npening ccremony of a
newly-constructed passenger
terminal al Khulna en
Wednesday.

The minister said that a
study team will visit the city
and will submit its leasibility
report 1o the government very
SOOI,

The team will study the via-
bility of pressing inlo scrviee
STAL type sircralt with the ea-
pacity of 20 pnascngers. the

minisicr ndeid
l.inking Khulna  directly

with the capital with STAL
(short take-offl and landingl
ype aireraflt will make the
journcy easter for a majority of
the passcngers of Jessore-
Nhaka rowic.

The alr Hnking of
Khulna with Dhaka will meet
the growing demands from
prssengers in view b( the im-
portance of Mongla Port and
the newly-established Export

Processing Zone at Mongla.



