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JESSORE

Help improve
economic

condition

8 | Minister for Soctal
Wel an Women Alffairs,
Tariqul Islam on said,
it had become :nu:ﬂqm o
succcssfully implement the
Canal Digging Programme

concerted cfforts of all
to help improve the soclo-cco-
nomic condition of the vast
rural people, rcports NSS,

He was addressing a cross
section of people here after
visiting the rc-excavation work
of Daitala Canal at sadar upazila
and Madiar Beel-Chitra River
Canal at Bagharpama upazila to
sce for himsell the progress of
the re-excavation work of
these two canals.

The Minister was ‘apprised
by the concerned offl that
75 per enet work of Daitala
Canal re-cxcavation and sent
per cent of Madiar Beel-Chitra
River Canal re-excavation had
lin:ndry been completed.

Referring to prevailing situ-
ation of the country, Tariqul
islam underscored the nced
for maintaining peace and sta-
bility in order to ensure

oth implementation of
lift activitics of the govern-

ni.
COURT
Railway station

needs improvement

Apr 8 : Maijdee Court
Raflway Station is besct with
multifariocus problems for want
of proper care and mainte-
nance, reports UNB.

The main ratlway station of
Noakhali district with a very
narrow cnlrance obstrueis
movement ol passcngers. A
large portion of the station has
not yet been constructed,

There 1s no dustbin in the
station. The wailing rooms
stinks and are In a bad cond|-
tion. There is no walcr supply
in the station.

Tickets arc also sold mostly
in black market at higher
prices

CoMILLA

One to suffer
life-term

for murder

Apr B : A man has becn
awarded lfe imprisonment for

murdering his wife, court
sources said here  today.
reporis UNB.

The prosccution story. in
bricl, wasa that Sudhir Kumar
Ghosh of village Srcckail of
Muradndgar upazila of the dis
trict killed his wife Subarna
Ghosh with a sharp knife on
January 23, 1991 lollowing a
family feud. lle was later ar-
rested and a case had been
started against him

After examining the evi
dences and rccords Lhe
District and Scsatons Judge
found him guilty and awarded
the punishment recently,

The eourt also lined him
Taka 2.000. in default. 1o sul-
fer one year imprisonment
Mo

BRAHMANBARIA

Teacher dead

Apr 8 | Nurul Huda, former
¥ master of Drahmandbria
Annada Government High
School died of masstve heart
aitack at his Hawaldarpara res.
dence in the lown of Tuesday,
reporits UND.

He stood first clasa Nrsi in
the Bachelor of Edueation
course and joined the profes
slon in 10832

Nurul Huda served as
Hemdmaster for about || years
n different educational instity-
Lons

lHe was adjudged as a best
leacher in the district in 1087,

He ket behind his wife,
scven sons, three daughters
and a host of relatives 1o

PATUAKHALI

Treatment
facilities
absent in
TB clinic

roundup
DINAJPUR

Property gutted,
8 cows roasted

alive in fire

Apr 8 : Property worth
aboul Taka one was gutioed
and cight cows roasted alive in
a devastating fire at vil
Alokdhut! in Nawabganj u
recently, reports UNB.

The fire originating from a
kitchen soon engulfed the sur-
rounding areas and burnt to
ashes 40 houses rendering the
aflecied people destitute.

Fire servicemen from the
town rushed to spot and with
the cooperation of the villagers
brought the fire under control,

The aflected families have
urged the government to pro:
vide them with reliel and
grants for their carly rehabili-
Lalior.

BARISAL

25,400 tons of
mustard likely
to be Eoduced

Aprr! : About 25,400 metric
tons of msulard is expecicd to
be produced in eleven south-
ern districts under Barisal
Agriculture Zone (BAZ) this
ycar, rcports BSS.

The districts are : Barisal,
Jhalakati, Pirojpur, Bhola,
Patuakhali, Barguna, Faridpur,
Rajbari, Gopalgonj, Madaripur
and Shriatpur.

According to an official
source, 31,208 hectares were
brought under mustard culti-
vation in these districts this

Yoar.
Of the total, 1,215 hectares
were cultivated in Bartsal, 300

hectares In Pirojpur, 630
hectares in Jhalakati, 1,450
hectares in Bhola, 658

hectares in Patuakhali, 508
heclares in Barguna, 3,200
hectares in Rajbari, 7,600
hectares in Faridpur, 5,125
hectares in Gopalgonj, 5,264
hectares in Madaripur and
5.350 hectares in Shariatpur
districts.

Bangladesh Agriculture

Development Corporation
(BADC) sold Hﬂﬂl.rgﬂm.
insecticides and other neces-
sary inputs to the [armers to

achicve the target ol produc-
ton, the source added.

SUNAMGANJ

Limestone plant
earns profit

Apr B : Tekerghat
Limestone Mining ‘the
only one of its kind in the
country, has earned a net
profit of Taka 20.63 lakh dur-
ing the first-hall of the current

reports BSS.

The project, owned
Bangladesh Chemical
Industries tion, soid
39, BGS.005 tons of Emestone
during the period.

The limestone extracted
from the . situated in

Tahirpur Upaxzfla of the dis-
trict, s used by Chhatak
Cement Factory. Limestone 1s
the bastc raw material for ce-
ment production

A visiting BSS
Correspondent was informed
that 31,634 38 tons of lime-
stone were extracted from the
mining project during the first
;u-mnth of the fiscal 1991-

4.

MAULYVIBAZAR
Marriages of

minor girls

increasing
Apr B: Number of divorce

ﬁ.
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SYLHET : The river Surma is going to be blocked by the #ilt day by day.

— Star photo

Ponds, canals and beels dried up

Drought hits stta;lding

KUSHTIA, Apr B : The
continued drought for the last
five months in Kushila and its
adjoining arcas has caused
widespread damage o Lhe
standing crops including the
vegetabiles.

Not a single drop of rain
waler fell on these arcas since
November last and it helped
drying up ponds, canals, beels,
ring weclls, and other water-
bodics. As a result, the
lands through out the district
have turned so hard that it is
now impossible 1o plough
thesc, 7o e

Production target of rabi
crops including IRRI-boro
paddy has been badly affected.
Twenty five per cent of the
standing crops of the district
have already ncn damaged by
the persis d ht.

drought has aiso caused
lall of ground water level in the
area bringing scarcity of
drinkThg watcr as most of the
hand tubewells have become
inoperative. The abnormal fall
of ground water level has ren-
dered the decp and shallow
tubcwells almos! inopcrative,

According to sources, 50
per cont of the tubewells are
not working and as a result
the irrigation to those arcas
has come to a standstill. Thus,
cultivation of summer and
rainy scason is being ham-
pered by the impact of
drought.

Drought has also damaged
mango sprouts which appeared
fn large number in almost all
the trees of the arca. All hopes
and aspirations ol the owners
of mango trees have gone with
the drying up of the marigo
sprouts for want of rain.

Drying up of rivers due to

crops in Kushtia

From Our Correspondent
drought has rendered the in-
ternal navigation extremely
difficult.

This corrcspondent while
visiling some rural areas found
the farmers under the trees
instead of working in the fields
for saving themselves from ex-
cessive heat.

The characteristic of the
soil of these arcas has
changed duc o excessive use
of chemical fertiltzers. Some
farmcrs Informed that the
production has remarkably de-
creased inspite of using sci-
entific fertilizers.

Cowdung was used earlier
as manure but now a days it is
used as fuel. ty, the
contents of different chemical
like zink and sulpher are de-
;uﬂrq from the sofl day by

The agricultural experts
opined that the farmers id
use more cowd as manure
to get rid of this affect.
The experts further ' men-
tioned that new methods
should be evolved to [ace the
drought and other natural
calamities which the larmers
can not [ace by their age-old
cultivation method.

Hence the [ate of morethan
two lakh farmer families have
become uncertain.

Bidis sold without

bandrolls

Bidis are sold here
without bandrolls to evade
duty causing great revenue loss
to the government.

It is learnt that many own-
ers of the bidi factories in six
uparilas of the district are in-
volved in this malpractice in
connivance with some [oeal

Customs and Exciae
Department stall.

Local people informed that
bidis are being sold without
bandrolls In some certain ar-
cas. [t is also informed that
used bandrolls are collected
from some whaole sellers and
retallers and those are reused,
Moreover, the owners do not
show actual account of produc-
tion to the customs officials.

The people of the district
have urged the concerned au-
thorities o check the duty
evasion for the greater interest
of the country.

Sherpur

UNIB from Sherpur adds
irri and Doro cultivation (n five
upazilas of the district has
been serfously allected due to
fall in ground water level fol
lowing a persisting drought.

Almost all the shallow and
decp tubcwells remained in
operative alfecting irrigation in
irri-Boro cropliclds. According
to oflicial sources, at least
1.50,000 acres of land have
been brought under Irri-Boro
culttvation in the district

Most ol the lands have
dried up due to prevailing
drought and cracks have de-
veloped resulling In massive
croploss in the districL

Most of the canals., becls,
ponds and rivers have alteady
dricd up and ground waler
level recorded all time low
throughout the district

Mecanwhile, most of the
tubecwells in Sherpur
Pournshava have also been ren-
dered Inoperative due to sud-
den [all in ground water level
causing acule scarcity of drink-
ing waler

Rivers in Sylhet silted up

Navigation, irrigation
threatened

From Our Correspondent

SYLHET, Apr 8: Siliation of
the rivers flowing through the
Grealer Sylhel region has been
posing a threat Lo [rrigation,
Pisciculiure and Navigalion.

The waler level of the rivers
Surma, Kushiyara, Manu,
Khowni, Dhaolof, Sutang. Juri,
Gowain, Main, Chengerkhal,
Sarl, Chela and Boulal have
fallen lo knec-decp in places
bringing a toial standstill posi-
tion in the riverine communi-
callon throughout the region.

The revers have dried up
complcicly in places. Even, the
vasl river beds arc now being
uscd as croplands, play
grounds, in somc arcas

Due to the emergence of big
char lands in dilferent places.
flow ol the rivers are being
hindcred seriously In places
during the dry scason

The situntion is almosit
same in places of all the four
districts ol the region. These
mre Habiganj, Sunamgani.
Moulvibazar and Sylhet.

The people living beside
the sald rivers had been [acing
utler difficulttes in irrigating
their lands. Vast tract of lands
tn the river sides remain [allow
cvery ycar for want of irriga-
tion facllitics. It had also
l‘ﬂ.'.lﬂ{'d Hﬂ[‘ﬁlpiﬂrﬂ'l[‘ﬂl o a
umber of fishermen In the
arca

Knowledgeable circles
opine that a comprchensive
plan for dredging the Surma,
Kushiyara, Manu, Khowali,
Dholof, Sutang, Gowaln and
Piain rivers should be taken up
immcdiately for smooth
Navigation in the intercst of
Trade and commerce of this
vast region of the country.,

It is also admilted by a

Government.  official that for
the last few years, colossal
damage to crops and property
are causcd by this situa-
tlon in all the four districts of
Greater Sylhet region.

The source [further In-
formed this correspondent
that, programme for dredging
some parts of these rivers
were (aken up by the authort-
lics few years ago. But it has
reporiedly been shelved due 1o
fund stringency. the source
added.

3 'beheaded
bodies recovered

JAMALPUR, Apr B
Jamalpur police recovered
three beheaded bodics from
different places under Sadar
upazila during the last four
days, reports [35S

Police sources said that the
corpses were recovered (rome
Old Brahmaputra at Dachtola
Tulshirchar union. Hatchandm
in Jamalpur town and
Bamoonjce Bridge on
Jamalpur-Dhaka Road under
Titpalla Union

Scparalc cascs were lodged
with Kotwali thana. Police In-
vesligalion is going on

Tk 50 lakh gutted

Property worth about Taka
Afty hﬁ. was gutted in a fire
broken oul at Dhakayipartti al
Tamiltala here on Monday
night.

Aboul fifty rooms of hosicry
shops were burmnt 1o ashes, The
causc of the fire could not be

known.
Fire Scrvice personnel and

the members of the public
controlled the fire. '

8 lakh children suffering from
malnutrition in N-dists

SIRAJCGANI, Apr B: About
eight lakh children of 18
northern districts have been
su from malnutritton for
wanl proper dict and af-
fected by various discases.

About three lakh children of
these areas have died of van-
ous discases during the last
three . i is learnt

It s gathered from a report
of survey conducted by a non-

mnmnt erganisaltion
working in northern

m--l’ Lhe country in this

Due o shortage of lodine in
sofl and water of Dogra,
Lalmenirhat, Kurigram,
Gatbandha and Jaipurhat dis-
iricts 'Goilre’ has been In-
creasing alarmingly In masxt-
mum oascs, the women are
the victima of Lhe discases.

In Rangpur, Rajshahi,

Nil and Panchagarh
districts 'Codh’' disease 1s
found in almost all the fami-
lics of Lhe low tncome group.

Morethan, 80 per cent of
Lthe leprosy patients of the

Northern Due 0 mal-
nutrition, die mostly
without any treatment.

From Our Correspondent

Our Kishoregan] Corres-
pondent adds: 80,000
children of 13 u of the
district have been suffering
from malnutrition and other
relevant discases

A non- mment survey
reveals that the attack of the

diseases like diarrhoea, dysen-
hop-

unhealthy ltmnhtr: are

equally res ible for the
sufferings the children of
the poor

Acute of balanced

Adulterated
pesticides

on sale

BRAHMANBARIA,

r_._.____—._ —

The (ll-fed and half-fed
mothers find it difficult 1o give
sufficient breast feeding which
is the only avaflable balanced
diet for the children of the
have-nots.

Extension of E.P.I
Programme to the remote vil-
lage level, proper treatment
facilities for the attacked ones
and supply of nutritious food to
the poverty-stricken ple
through government ﬂ'mw
governmenl organisations can
alleviate the problem of child
diseases, expressed some ex-
peris.

Tk 14 lakh smuggled

goods seized in 5 days

FENI, Apr 8: Bangladesh
Rifies and police setzed Indian
sarces worth about Taka 11.30

lakh from trains at Feni station
and border arcas of the district
from March 23 to 27, reports
UNB.

. According to oflicial sources
BDR stopped the Mochanagar
and Kamafulli Express trains at
Feni Station and seired 1200
pleces of Indian sarces along
with other goods.

They also arrested two
smugglers Md Balal and Md
Shajahan in this connection.

Indian sarees worth about

Three political
activists
killed

JHENIDAH, Apr B: Three
political acuvists including one
Sharbahara man were killed in
the district in scparate Incl-
denls, reports UNB.

According to police and wvil-
lagers. Axirul alias Zulhaj (27,
of village Jairampur in
Kotchandpur upaxila, an ac-
tivist of Dangladesher Biplobi
Communist Party (Hoquc) was
slaughtcred to death allcgedly
by thc armed cadre of Murba
Bangla Communist Party on the
night following Ewd-ul-Fitr. His
body was recovered from a

. paddy ficld at village Dora In

the same upaxila al aboutl B pm.
In another incident Arzizur
Rahman alms Axibar [38), a

worker of the same
Communist Parly of village
Boxipur in Shaflakupa upazila

was killed by the armed ac-
tivists of Sharbohara Party on
April 3, at about 7 pm. He was
shot dead in a lea stall at
Badpur [azar.

Earlier at 8 pm on 1st
April, Shwkat Hossain Mona
(25). a Sharabohara Party ac-
tivisis who was rcleascd on bail
recently was slaughetered 1o
death.

Taka 60,000 were also recov-
ered from the Feni Ratlway
Station buflding.

In another operation at
Modugram border., BDR setred
Indian sarces worth about Taka
1.09 lakh on Sunday from a
house at Chhagalntya upaxila.

Scized goods were handed
over o Customs authoritics
and cases wcre lodged with
the local poliee.

A report from Satkhira says:
Bangladesh Rifles arrested two
alleged smugglers and recov-
ercd smuggled Indian goods
worth about Taka 2.50 lakh
from thetr posscssion [rom
Kalaroa Bazar on :

While the smugglers were
carrying the goods to the bazar
BDR personnel chased them
and to nab Montrul
Islam and Fakir Ahmed.

Later, the seized  goods
were deposited with loeal
Customs godown and the ar-
resled smugglers were sent to
jadl hagat.

A case was filed with the
police station,

BSS from Jhenidah adds:
Anti-smuggling drive has been’
intensified in the border arcas
of Khulna, Jessore, Jhenidah
and Satkhira border belts,

During the last two months
aticast onc hundred and seven
smugglers were nabbed by law
enforcing agency personnel
from these border arcas.

According to an official
source, Lhe drive began from
January | as per government
deciston. Since then at least
1338 smuggling cases have
been filed with different police
slations of the districts.

The source disclosed that
law enforcing agency has
sctzed smuggled goods worth
two crore and fifty one lakh
Taka during this period.

This iIncludes in-coming
smuggled goods worth two
crore and forty lakh taka and
oul-going s worth eleven

lakh
The source said that
have, however

smugghn
mgd rp [l due 1o In-

tensificd drive

b
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ur Temple of the district was built by Nawab Mir
ngal in 16th century. The temple needs care to preserve the ancient
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Notes from

Brahmanbaria

BRAHMANBARIA, Apr 8 : A
five training programme
ﬂl;d];r,tllllhll',‘ and
gardening was mﬂ
sadar upazila here recently,

UNB.

A total of 55 BRDB and VDP
members of sadar upaxfla of
the district ook part in the

me .
melﬂﬂﬂ Forest Officer
Zunaid Kabir Choudbhury dis-
tributed certiflicales among the
trainces.

Gas field earns
profit

Bangladesh Gas Fleld Lid
carncd a nct profit of Taka

11.13 erore during the last
financial year.

This was disclosed by Petro
Bangla Chalrman. MA Latful
Malin at the 36th annual gen-

eral mecting held here
recently

The mecting was informed
that it was highest _net

profit carned during the last
38 ycars. The corporation de-
positcd Taka 504 92 crome as
Customs Duty and | 17 crore
in the governmenl revenue

fund.
Cold storage needed

Fotate farmers of
district arc [acin
difficulties for want of storage
lacilities of their uee.

Informed sources said,
there is no cold storage in the
district. During the curpent
scason huge quantity of pota-
tocs has been produced in the
district exceeding all
records, but meost of m
were being sold at Taka 100
pcr maund much below the
production cost, for want of

cold storage.
have urged the

the
great

The
aulhoritics to take initiative to
sel up a cold storage Lo help
solve their problems

Dist uplift body
DBSS adds : A meeting of the

| District Development Coordin-

ation Commiitce was held at

the local Circuit House
recently. :

Presided over by ty
Commissioner, Mr Khabir-
uddin Ahmed, the Wi
altended by district |level
officers and Upazila Nirbahi
Officers (UNO) of seven
uparilas

The mecting reviewed the
progress of various develop-
ment activities taken up iIn
dilferent scctors including
agriculiure, health, (amily
planning, EP! programme,

compulsory primary education,
cooperalives and animal

husbandry.
Canal re-excavation
in progress
The re-excavation work of
six canals in six upazilas of the
district is in full swing
According to an official
source, the canals which have
been brought under the re-ex-
cavation programme are
Bogangl, Lalunia, Zia. Atral Kha,
Adal Mantk and Bomalia canals.
A total of 401.16 metric
lons of wheat have been sanc-
tioned for the programme
taken up under wluntary and
Food for Works
On compiction ol the work,
will

gout 6,000 acres of
get irrigation factlities in

the area, il is leamnlL

Rly sleepers worth

Tk one lakh recovered

Akhaura Raflway Police re-
cmr.ﬂ'r: a good number of

. worth about
Mmm

Acting on secretl informa-

ket puuht:; raided
habagh Statton and
recovered the

A case was flled with
Akhaura Police tn this
connection butl nonc has been
arrested so far.

Local people complained
that pilferage of railway sleep-
ers Is going on for a long time.
They lhnlzlhltd a section of
unscrupulous emp s are
r:npgvj in this hﬂhr::- act.
But no action has yet been
laken against them.

They demanded of the
higher authorities to stop pil-
ferage of raflway sieepers and
brought the miscreants to
hook.

1.80 lakh sets
of book distributed

A total of 1.80 lakh sets of
e g sl g
cos! among the
students of the Maulvibazar

district.

According te an official
source these books were dis-
tributed among the students of
different classes in 911 pri-

mary schools of six upaszilas
under the district.

New weekly
published

MALIDEE COURT. Apr 8 : A
new weekly “Hitaishi® has boen
published from here recently,

Wee Hetatshi was first



