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Investment by Expatriates

It has, admittedly, become almost ritualistic on
the part of the successive governments Lo Invite
ential foreign Investors and also expatriate
deshis to invest In Bu!ﬁ:de:h for the
-vaunted industrialisalion. last so far to
dwell on the subject is none other than
Industries Minister Shamsul Islam Khan whose
stake in the matter, for obvious reason, is more
than else's. The industries minister

anybody
pleaded for l‘uwm:nt. particularly by
expatriate Bangla in Bangladesh much the
same way his predecessors made similar crisis
calls in equally — maybe more — desperate situa-
tions.

Such desperation notwithstanding, the ex-
pected industrial miracle so far has not happened
nor there is any sign ol a change for the better in
the attitude of the prospective investors. That
indicates something somewhere has gone awfully
wrong. Either the Industrial Policy. 1991 has
proved inadequate to convince the investors or
the potential risks of laying money in productive
sector, they reckon, are too great to be over-
come. It is not just enough to say that the invest-
ment climate in this country Is more congenial
than ever before.

As for eliciting a favourable response from the
Bangladeshis ltving abroad, the [irst thing need
to be done is to explain in no uncertain terms to
them how they will be treated exactly Very few
reports have so far focused on Lhe expatriates’
special problems in lining up their money in the
country of their origin. The fact that waxing elo-
quent on the incentive package as a reward [or
investment in Bangladesh has had more than a
fair share without really adding substance to the
claim should now be brought under merciless
scrutiny.

This done, the next step would be a search for
a realistic mechanism for involving In it the in-
terests of all the parties concerned. To do that
much is perhaps no alternative to a well-formu-
lated Investment council. This council, then,
should be backed by an advisory council consti-
tuted ideally from various chambers ol commerce.
The investment council should be responsible for
the onerous duly to prepare project proposals,
channelise fund for profitable investment in a
planned way. Only then will they be able to de-
termine which industry or industries the country
should go for or not and conlidently ask the in-
vestors where to put their money. This confi-
dence is important so far as the country's future
industrial scenario is concerned. That the fog
shrouding the industrial sector for so long a time
can be lifted to a great extent is not an unfounded
hope. The need is to look at the issue as a whole
and work out as much comprehensive a solution
as possible.

In this connection the role of the Bangladesh
missions abroad has ever remained less than sat-
isfactory. Conirary to their express arms, our
missions — particularly in countries like the UK
where a large number of Bangladeshi expatriates
live — are yet to seriously look into the possibility
of investing in their country of origin. In addition

to identifying the potential areas of investment,
they can surely concentrate more on overseeing
the country's economic interests there. This
will, in turm. make the task ol channelising more
fund to the country's productive sector easier. It
is time the government made a serious effort to
encourage the expatriate Bangladeshis to Invest-
ment here.

The Attack on Status Quo

The electorates in Italy and Germany are up
against the ruling parties, the Christian
Democrats In both the countries. Elsewhere in
western Europe, the change of prime minister
has given the Socialists in France a little breath-
ing {ime. But most Independent predictions sug-
gest that the ruling party may lose its parliamen-
tary majority at the next poll. A somewhat more

forecast comes [rom Britain which goes to
the election today. A hung parliament is a major
possibility. Again. no matter which party wins in a
probable close race, perhaps not with an absolute
majority, Britain may well be shifting from a long
era of one party domination to a multi-party coali-
tion

Other countries in west Europe may be
facing the same prospects when they go to the
polls.

One common element that runs through all
these different events is that in all these coun-
tries, stable and democratic, the status quo is
coming under attack, If not rejected by the
electorate. Reasons vary [rom country to coun-
try. It may be recession In Britain which makes
the traditional Tory supporters disenchanted
with the ruling party. while a certain lack of
credibility of the Labour, resulting from its shift
from a left position to the middle, makes the
electorate look towards the Liberal Demo-
cratic Party (LDP) for answers to some of the
problems. "Give us an alternative”, the

in whisper.

Other whispers heard In remaining parts
of Europe are hardly encouraging. In both
Germany and France, where rightwing parties
are threatening the supremacy of the ruling
parties, the most volatile issue relates to immi-
of foreigners and the influx of the so-
called guest workers from Turkey (in the case of
countries (in

to

sywouth help In growth

ATE last year Conser-

vative Prime Minisicr

John Major held a

dinner at 10 Downing
Streel. For the first time, he
welcomed Dritain's leading
Asian busincsamcn to what was
scen as the wooing of the
ethnic votc.

Major and the Conservaltives
are not alonc. The Liberal
Democrats have been supplied
with an clection aircrafl as a
result of donations from Asian
businesasmen. And the Labour
Party, whos¢ ncar-strangiehold
on the ethnic vote is on the
wanc, have alse ecmbraced the
Asian busincssmen.

As Britain’s clection cam-
paign reached its climax, with
a final verdict loday. the poli-
tical reasons become clearer
for the overturcs [rem the
major partics towards Dritain's
black and Asian community.

The cthnic voitc has taken
on a substantial significance
because of iis growing num-
bers in marginal constlitucn-
cies — those seats with the
lowest majoritics for winning
candidaics at the last cleclion,
These constiluencics arc vital
for viclory In an ¢lection
where the parties are running
neck and neck.

According to figures now
compiled, Bl of the con-
stituencies have 15 per cent or
more black and Asian resi-
dents. Thcy make up a clearly
defincd p of voters who In
effect hold a balance of power

In 18 of these kcy scals —
10 Labour and six Conscrvative
— the winning candidatc’'s ma-
jority was below 10 per cont

But with such signiiicance

riding on the cthnic vole, °

there is an anomaly betwecn
the numbcer of cthnic candi-
datcs standing and the pro-
portion of black and Astan
people in the population.
According to a recent re-
rt, Politics For All, compiled
the Runnymecde Trust, a
lcading race rclations charity,
there should be 90 ethnic
candidales, given (hat black
and Asian pcoplq make up 4.7
per cent of the population.

Heenan Bhatti writes from London

In the British general election campaign
the main political parties have vied st ly

for the vital black and Asian vote.

he

groups make up to 4.7 per cent of the British

population. But even t

hough ethnic minori-

ties could decide the outcome of this close-
run election, few blacks and Asians are
standing to become MPs. -

There are only 33 — cight
Conscrvalive, ninc Labour and
six Liberal Democrat. When the

clection was called, there were
only Mve sitling black and

Asian members :I‘J-rlhmuﬂ
— all Labour — few more
arc to join them as a
resull of this clection.

Says Kaushika Amin, the
report’'s author : * There is an
obvious contrast between the
words and dceds of the main

tical partics. Between their

| commitments to involv-

ing cthnic minorities in their

irs and the lacts of excla-

sion and marginalisation which

many cthnic minority people
have experienced in reality.”

Lack of candidates aside,
certain Incidents have en-
forced this thesis. Last year,
black conscrvalive candidate
for Cheltenham John Taylor
was involved in a highly publ-
cised incident when one of the
scal’'s Conscrvalive supporters
publicly called him a "nigger”.

And recently the Conser-
valives have been accused ol
playing the “race card® —
trying to instfl fcars about a
"Mloed” of immigration Lo
enhance their position among
sccilons of the white
clectorale.

The Labour Party — seen by
many as the natural home for
the ethnic vote — has been ac-
cused of not Nelding tnn}l:g:
black and Astan people
nine candidalcs to stand at
this clection compares with 14
al the last election

tiowever, the call for in
creased rcprescnlation was re-
ccicd by black Conservative

candidate in London's lslin-
gton Neorth, Lurline Cham-
pagnie, whe said: “Black
people do not need to be
Lrﬂtld:j differently from

Members of the other tweo
main fes conceded the
lack black representation
meant m of the issues af-
fecting and Asian people
were ignored.

The Asian Labour candidate
in La . Ashok Kumar,
conceded: "Il Is Important to
have black and Asian cand)-
dates in L It makes &
significant difference in being
able to ralse black issues °

The Astan Liberal Democrat
candidate in Herismere,
Lfarbanoo Gillord, said her
parly belteved 1t was time for a
change in the first-past-the-
post clectoral system presently
used res show it is im-
portant for black and Asian
people to fight for proportional
representation,” she said

One tssue of particular con-
cern o black and Asian people

by the main partics is
creation of a frontier-free
Europe at the end of 1992 and
the position of ethnic minori-
ties within that

Black MP Bernie Grant said

"The question of Europe is
onc of the major issues for the
future and must be taken up
now o prevent any eacalation
of what ts already a terrifying
situation.”

With greater f[reedom of
movement te all citizens
among the 131 European
Community (EC) members,
fears have been ralsed over
tight internal Iimmigration

Voters who may be crucial
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checks which, it is . will
lead to black people being
scen as illegal immigrants
merely because of the ur of

thetr skin.

These fears have been high-
lighted by the ipcrease in ra-
cial vioclence throughout
Europe with the rise of the or
ganised far right. In Britain
alonc, a racist attack occurs

i

Greater London 33
Near London 2
Midlands 12
North 4
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every 30 minutecs, according o
government figures.

Britain Lakes over the EC
presidency from Portugal in
June. Yet none of the main
partics has given any commit-
ment o counter the fears of
cthnic minorities in this arca

Moves were made o pul
the fssue of Europe-wide
racism on Lhe election agenda,
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Ethnic Vote Could Tip the Balance in British Election

with black groups making de
mands in return for black and

Astan voies

Narendra Makanfu, =
founder of the Anti-Racist
Alllance - a group set up o
counier the risc is racist at-
h&l-ﬂﬁ“iﬂl“
people shou the par-
thes in terms of what they are
#oing to do aboul these attacks
and the freedom of movement
in 1992.7

Another aspect of the elee-
tton debate has been the
emezgence of separatist par
ties fighting on their won
ierms. For instance, the re

to stand. "

The frustration of black and
Asian people s considerable.
Just before the clection was
announced, London's Strat
ford school was at the centre
of intrnae media attention over
a public row between the Aslan
governors and the
predominantly -white stall

The row, which has iIn
volved legal action, s over the
way Asian parents and gover-
nors believe the school's pre-
dominantly Astan pupils should
be taught with a more Astan-
oriented currculum.

Although no resclution is In
sight, in the context of the
clection Surmgford is a pointer
o what may e in the future.

if e trend set In Stratiord
is & continue, st wpa
ratist elements will emerge
within Britain's black and
Astan community unless some
sort ol resource o meetl their
neods I8 lound within the mmin

political culture
— GEMINI NEWS

HEENAN BHATTI (s a

Nepali Feminists List Property Rights as Leading Issue

Wilhelmina Orozco writes from New York

The democratic space has spawned women's organi-
sations working on various issues, including the
‘radical’ issue of equal inheritance rights

o you camc (o break

" S
up our peacciul
famtly .~
Such hostility has been onc

of the rcactions to Nepali
Feminist Manjula Girl and her
fMends in thetr cfforts 1o
organisc among compalriols in
New York.

Feminisis arc seen as
homcbreakers, said Ms Girt
who formed the New York-
based Nepali Women's Asso-
ciation with nine other
WOMmEn.

They would paticntly ex-
plain that solidarity is impor-
tant for expalriate women,
both for mutual assistance as
residents in a forcign land and
to help poor women back
home.

Advancing the property
rights of women In Ncpal is
the group’s current priority.

Manjula, who is working for
her doclorate In sociology at
the City University ol New
York. sces her countrywomen's
exploilation as rooted in prop
criy rights. Properiy is mainly
land, and women— 96 per cent
of whom live in rural arcas —
cannot get an equal share of
the land.

"A woman who gecis wid-
owed does not take over the
family property bul only gets a
share (cqual to) what thc son
gets. I the couple have no son,
the property goes to the hus-

's brothers,” said Manjulia.
Nothing gocs to the daughter {f
her f.l!lﬂcr dics without a will.

The fcw women members
of Ncpal's parliament

l,unlly
scven of 205 legislators) are all

Civic amenities

Sir. The Prime Minister's
assurance fo solve the lon
standing problems of the o
arcas ol‘thlh.l city during her
address at Dholaikhal cross!
on February 16th was ind
heartening. It is also gratifying
that a committee has been
formed to go into the prob-
lems and sugges! measures to
eradicate them.

The civic problems such as
absence of carpeted roads
around gonj bridge E.r.
Distillery d and Hatkhola
Road in OCandaria and the
traflic ‘jungle’ at Dayagon)
bridge crossing. Sarat Gupta
Rnururt only a few to be
mentioned. Absence of a good

drai system in many old
arces leads 1o flooding even
during dry . Absence of

street lights and lack of
economic opportunities for the
and
sustenance of crimes. Night
n::rullinl by the local police

long been discontinued
with resultant robberies and
other grave crimes In the area.

We do hope the special
committee will not lose sight
of the above problems while
recommending measures for
solution of the old city prob-
lems. The authoritics IE
kindly note that old ety is
the hub of economic and trad-
ing activity and helps In the
export of various indigenous

raising issucs such as property
rghts and protecting women's
rights in the Constitution,
Other women, too. arc speak-
ing out

To a large extent, this ncw-
found voice developed as wo-
men joined the popular stru-
ggle which changed Ncpals
government [rom authoritarian
o parllamentary.

Despite repression and the
lcar it caused, women plated a
great  part in the pro-democ-
racy movemenl. They organ-
iscd protest ralbcs and demo-
nsiralions independently of
political parties. If they were
not directly part of the move-
mcnt themsclves, they helped
by giving provisions or shelter-
ing Lthosc sought by authoritics

“| was here in the United
States butl | also organised
protcst rallies, and wrole the
(American] President and sen-
ators to stop supporting the
authoritartan government in
Ncpal,” said Manjula, who is an
aclive member of the Allance
for Democracy and Human
Rights, a Ncpall organisation
based In New York.

It is very important, she
said, "that womcn can now
come oul into the streets and
lo organise.” The democratic
spacc has spawncd many wo-
men's organisations of which
there are now about 44 —
working for litcracy, family
planning. income-gencration,
the lcgal aspects of women's
issucs and translating ]tﬂ
jargon into simple language
women.

itcms such as ish and vegrla-
bles to carn valuable lorcign
exchange. It Is also contribut-
ing greatly to the growth and
sustenance of small and cot-
lage industries.

Various authorities such as
WASA, BSIC, DCC, PDB, DMP
and local bodies can greatly
contribute to the development
of this area. The relevant min-
istrics can also assist in the
funding of the development ac-
tivities through a co-ordinated
and planned effort over a pe-
riod of time. Attention of the
hon'ble Prime Minister s
drawn to the above problems.

Ahmed Kamal Shakir Kamal
and Saud Kamal
Gandaria, Dhaka.

Director’s fees

Sir, Recently an adveriise-
ment was published In a daily
ncwspaper calling for an extra-
ordinary general meeting by a
reputed oil markeling com-
pany with a single agenda le.
to increase the Director's Fec
from Tk. 400/- per mecting to
Tk. 780/- per mecting. Now
this public sector ofl ny
had suffered immense dam-
lﬁn of its ofl installation al
Chittagong during the last cy-
clone of April, 1991 csiimating
over Taka one erore. The
company ‘l]h?n:ul;:l
expcnscs al o 1o recou
the losses. It is not unders

curtail

And thcy have taken up the
“radical issue® of inherilance
and property rights. "Women
who are educaled and who live
in the cities come o know
abou! feminism. [Media lcla
them) know what's going on all
over the world. This prompls
them to think of doing some-
thing for thetr country.”

Manjula's own awakening
began in her carly school years.
| was raised in a village, went
to school there and saw the
disparity between men and
women. [t used to touch me as
a lecnager

“Later when | worked for
the National News Agency of
Nepal as its lirst woman re-
porter, | felt the resistance of
my editors [ o the women's
issues | tried to ralse In my
rcports). The whole structure
was not ready for progresstve
WOmCn.

This only made her more
determined to go Into gender
fssucs and to strive o be inde-
pendent. It was tough, (but) it

was worth il because | devel-
oped strength,” said Manjula.
She then decided to pro-
duce a [eminist magazine
called Sakti (mcaning sirc-
ngth) from her own savings,
and came out with the first
jssue in 1983. A collective of

how the [loard of Mreclors can
ask for an increasc of the ‘lees’
when the company is In eco-
nomic distress. Further such
incrcasc will have effect on

other nationalised companica
also causing public cmbar-
rassment to the government

| would request the
Ministry of Encrﬁ_ and Natural
Resources and the Bangladesh
Petroleum Corporalion o re-
view the matter belore going
for such increase of Director's
Fees.

Nazmul Islam
Chandpur

Remove confusions

Sir, In my opinion, public
trial of the Bangabandhu's
killers should be made In
order to find out the actual
causc (s) behind the killing of
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and
his family members. Was 1l a
politically motivated killing or
murder on personal grudge?

Al Lhe same time, inquiry
ecommitice should be formed
o locate the person (s) actu-
ally involved in the assassina-
tion of the lale president Ziaur
Rahrran.

These issues have created
confustons in our national lfe.
Hence that should be removed
through legal proccedings.

M Zahidul
Assistant sor,
Banglades Agricultural

five women helped with all
phases of production. “We had
difficulty with circulation. But
even with a amall number of
subscribers, we gained in
strength because we had a
message lo share ™ she said

With Nepal still under an
aulocracy al the time, bef
critical with the patriarcha
system was a “tough, challeng-
ing job.” In 1984, Manjula was
invited to New York by the City
University of New York's
Centre jor the Study of Women
and Socicly o talk about
Nepall women and to work
with the Sisterhood 1s Global
Institute. The magazine lolded
up:

However, she sald, another
group of women has since two

years ago becn putting oul an
other feminist magarine called

Asmita (meaning dignity of
women)

Manjula realises the volatile
situation in her country, of the
danger of government shifling
back to autocracy. "Democracy
is still very precious 1o us, we
hatl o pay a priee for 1. We
have to be cautfous. But at the
moment it is a very good sign,
that at least we have the free
dom to speak oul and organ-
s~ — Depthnews Asia

The administrative sysicm
ol Bangladcsh vis-a-vis Lthe Civil
Service of Bangladesh has been
beset with many problems
Most of the problems cropped
up due lo wrong dccisions or
rather Indccision of the gov-
emment and also, allcgedly for
its yiclding to the unjust pres-
sure ol various vested intercst
groups in the civil scrvice
Among all these” problems, the
mos! crucial has becen the ap-
pointment of Deputy Sccrctary
and Sccrclary. It is very unlor-
tunate that within 20 ycars of
independence we could not fix

nciples and policics lor se-

lion In thosc posis. [t would
notl be proper o say that of-
forts were not made before 1o
frame rulcs for this purposc.
During the pcriod of Ziaur
Rahman, for the first time, cf-
forts werc madc to rcmove
anomalcs from the civil scr-
vice befiiting the nced of an
independent country. Thus, a
unified civil service consisti
of a [cew cadres were creat
removing all prorogatives and
undcmocratic privileges for
any particular cadre. In lune
with this. In 1979, Senior
Service Pool consisting of the
posts of Dcputy Sccrclary,
Joint Seccrelary, Additional
Sccretary and Scerclary was
also constituted and rules were
framed for future Intake in the
pool purecly on the basis of
meril. There was no 'quota’ or
'rescrved posts’ for any cadre
and responsibility for sclection
was cnlrusted with the indc-
pendent and impartial Public
Service Commission. Mode of
sclection included both writ-
len and viva-voce examinalion
thus eliminating any chance of
bias in the sclection process,

But with the demise of
Ziaur Rahaman and fall of BNP
mment in 1982, the zeal
was lost at the highest level o
implement such a democralic
system of recruilment. In the
meantime, all vesicd groups
within the civil scrvice w
did not belleve In meril, com-
prehending the weakness of
the autocratic rnment, did

their best to destroy the 1%
tem of open competition.

compelled the rnment Lo
abolish the pool with the
threat of strike.

It 18 known to all that the
pool was abolished by the past

aulocratic nment purcly
the

of a committee. In placc of
mcrit-based and democratic
pool, the commitice suggested
an unjust quola ol the policy
posts for differcnt cadres with
65% and 60% of the posts of
Depuly Sceretary and Joint
Sccrelary respectively kept re
scrved for BCS (Admn) cadre
It was the most biased and un-

just recommendations in the
history of civil service reforms
in (he subcontinent. The share
for BCS (Admn] in the pro-
poscd quola was in line with
the reserved posts for CSP in
the former Pakistan. Since the
CSPs were the most meritori-
ous group in the civil service,
no one had anything to say
against it. But the major com-
poncnls of today's BCS (Admn)
cadrc are members of former
EPCS and post Indecpendent
recruits. They cannot claim to
be the rightful successors of
CSPs. It is a fact that most of
the persons securing lop posi-
tions in the BCS examinations
arc in the trend of opting for
other services than the BCS
[Admn) cadre.
It is somelimes wrongly ar-
gurd that members of BCS
(Admn) cadre has compara-
tively less prometion prospect
oulside the Secretariat, so they
should be given lions share of
these posts. Bul almosl every
cadre has got the identical
problem of less promotion
roaspect in the higher eche-
Eml which originated from en-
masse cncadrement, conver-
sion of class 11 officers Into
cadre officers and creation of

upazila which led to huge pro-

liferation of the base ts in
the recent years. On other
hand, even all the policy posts
form Depuly Secretary to
Secrelary are reserved for BCS
(Admn), problems of this
cadre as regards to promotion
will not be solved, because the
number of posts at this level
arc very few. This is the limi-
tation applicable to all cadres
since civil service Is consti-
tuted on a idal structure.

With fall of General
Ershad, implementation of his
rommillee's recommendations
was immediately s . The
Prime Minister, on assuming
power, declared to different
scrvice associations who went
to meet her and also in her
address 1o the nation on a few
occasions, that henceforth all
senior appointments would be
made absolutely on the basis of

f OPINION =

Revival of Senior Service Pool

meril. Majority ol the cadre of
ficers felt clated and hoped
that all anomalics and injus
tices would be done away wilh.
There was also high expecia-
tion that Senior Service Pool
would be revived.

But to the utler (rustration
ol all concerned. nothing has
been dane so [ar by the pre-
scnt democratic government
o revive the pool. Instead the
government recently awarded
promotions to a few hundred
oflicers to these policy posis
only through interviewing the
candidates. Although every
cadre got some rcpresentation
in the Secrctariat for the first
time. the lions sharc of these
posts wenl to two cadres —
BCS (Admn) and BCS
(Secretarial). So obviously the
order of the Prime Minister to
sclect officers purely on the
basis of merit was not followed.

The quota system and se-
lection process based on inter-
views and service records have
the following demerits: (1) It
is undemocratic and does nol
ensure equal chance of selec-
tion for all cadres. (2) Under
quota sysiem sclection is
esacntially based on scniority
rather than merit and hence
fosters patronage and necpo-
tism. (3) The quota system al-
ways contradicts merit and
hence It is counter productive
and ineflicient. (4) It Is against
the very principle of unified
scrvice structure. (5) It is
prejudiced, blased and morally
unjust. [(6) It leads to domi-
nance of one cadre over others
and serves the purposes of
vested Interests. (7] It leads to
inter and intra-service conflict
and rivalry and thus jeopar-
dises the eflicient working of

government.

in surging ahead
for development. The perfor-
mance at the apex level is

bound to pul impact on Lhe
overall performance of the

government. So these posis
need to be filled up from

amongs! merilorious ra of

all cadres representing varied

ensure and fairness, se-
lection should be made
through open ecompetition

comprising both written test
and viva-voce conducted by the
Public Service Commisstion as
e in the 1979 Senior
Service Pool order

Firoz
Dhanmondi,




