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390 shops gutted

in three fires

By Staff Correspondent

At least 390 shops were
gutted in three scparate fires
in Dhaka, Rangpur and
Jamalpur on Sunday and

hal shops were burnt at

originating from an electric
short eircuit, engulfed a mar-

shops gutied were § S
Engincering Works, Tista
Restaurant, Rima Glass House,
Bismillah Motors, Elcna
Traders, Famous Lighl. Links

Motors and a shop.
Fire b ¢ sourccs said
four units three fire sia-

tlons rushed to the spot and
brought the fire under control
aflter a half-hour strugglc at
aboul 4 pm.

Our correspondent from
ng:ur reports : A devastal-
ing broke oul at Nababganj
wholesale markel in Rangpur
town leaving 360 shops gulled
on Sunday, Eid day.

Local flire brigade sources

said that the flire started from
an clectric short circuit. The
market was closcd for the Eid
vacation.

Fire vans [from Rangpur

town, Lalmonirhat, K
Gafbandha, Hﬂpmm

Sayedpur and Domar rushed
on the spot and brought the
fire under control after a six-
hour battle. The firemen took
another 12 hours to extinguish
the fire compictely, fire bri-

crore were rcporiedly gulled
in the incident.

State Minister flor Reliel
and Rehabilitation Lutfar
Rahman Khan visited the bumit
market and talked to the al-
fected people.

Our corrcspondent from
Jamalpur reports : Al least 232
shops were gutied as fire en-
gulfed Jamaltola area in
Jamalpur town Sunday nightL

In the incident is worth
:;;lnut Taka 40 were gut-

Donors’ response
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that we can spend at least

Taka 100 crerc to hclp these
projects take oflf the ground
during the next fiscal year,” he
said.

Dissatisfaction of the donor
agencies cenired around the
continued bad performance of
the power, gas and julc sec-
tors, the Finance Minisler
pointed out.

The World Bank was par-
ticularly unhappy aboul the
continued high ralc of system
loss in the r sector cven
afler the formation of the
Dhaka Electric Supply Autho-
rity last year to curb the loss,
Rahman said

The WB was also critical of
the delay in the implementa-
tion of the sccond gas dewel
opment project. "I is uscless
to carry. oul devclopment pro-
jects in other arcas unless the
gas deveclopment project is
compieted soon and the power

seclor system joss is curbed,”
the Finance Minister quoted
WH oflicials as saying.

However, he noted that ap-
preciable improvement had
becn achieved in these sectors
during the past one month.’
Even a slight improvement
caft resolve the problem with
the donor agencies and fund-
ings can be reactivated for the
scctors,” he added.

The situation in the jute
sector was termed as “very
bad” by the donor agencies be-
cause of the excess labour and
low rate of productivity of the
scctor

The Finance Minister said
that the WB called for curbing
“politicised labour militancy”
in the industrics and also
urged the government to “get
out of business ”

The donor agencies were
also dissatisfied with the slow
pace of the privatisation pro-
cess. They want it to ‘be
faster,” the Minister said,
adding “But im tin
the management of the indus-
trial units is essential before
they are privatised under the
public sector disinvestment
programme.”

Executtves of the donor

., Rahman noled, ap-

ated locally” about the imple-
mentation of s, He

added that aid dis-
bursement was good and im-
plementation of projecls
rc'hﬂl up significantly during
chruary and March.

The Finance Minister said
that the conditionalitics im-
poscd by various donor agen-
cies on aided projects also
came up lor discussion.

He pointed out that the
conditionalilics can al limcs
delay the implementation ol

ojects.

He pointed out that imple-
mentation of can be
delaycd because of the condi-
tonalitics, problems in the
implementing  ministry and

because of faulty plannipng of
the projects in which the ac-
tual period for implementing
the project is nol taken into
account.

He pointed out that the
project on the road improve-
ment sector has been stalled
as the WB has withheld the
approval of the final lst of
contractors for the Project. "It
has been processing it for two
years and that is an awful lot of
time to process a HsL”

The Finance Minister noted
that co-financing of aided pro-
jects can also cause delays in
launching and implementation
ol the projects and thus co-fi-
nancing of projects "should be
avoided "

He said that the 600 million
US dollar fourth health and

layed as two minor {inanciers
are yet 1o give their approval
although a majority of the
other co-financiers have al-
rcady given their approval of
the project.

Referring to the problems
in the ministries. the Minister
noled that the WB funded on-
going Mass Education Project
was slalled because of “some
sort of weaknesses in the line
ministry”. However, the bank
has agreed to increase the ‘safe
account’ of the project as the
situation has (mproved re-
cently. he added.

Faulty project planning can
also cause delays in implemen-
tation, he said. The Minister
pointed out that many projects
are planned without taking the
aciual “time horizon™ to Im-
plement the projects into ac-
count.

Rahman noted that the re-
cently initiated National Minor
Irrigation is one such
example. He said that the pro-
ject planners did not take the
actual implementation
into account and thus the 100
million US dollar project can-
not be completed within the
stipulated time frame.

The Finance Minister said
that the level of assistance for
the next fiscal year also came
up for discussion with the
donor agencics, who assurcd
him that funding of projects

will not face any problems.

said that the government

prelers rather than

quantitative foreign aid. "We

want o get out of this habit of
ald addiction.”

"A good element of govern-

mnddhppfm&

a self-reliant economy,” he

added,
3 activists
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Hnl:urﬂu in Sadar upazila last

The victim Shawkat was al-

legedly slaughtered by a group
armed miscreants on April
i

" All the bodies were sent to
Jhenidah Sadar Hospital for
aulopsy. Three scparale cases

were filed with respeetive
lice stations.

po-
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Eid congregation at the National Eidgah in the city Sunday.
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Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia exchanging Eid greetings
and the elite at Sugandha in

diplomats, political leaders, high civil and military officials

the city Sunday.
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One lakh public sector workers
to be retrenched with benefits

ment has started

a process of retrenching an
estimated 100,000 redundant
public scctor workers, giving
them their due benefits, to
casc the heavily strained na-
tional exchequer, rcports UNB.
"The -mrnrm:nt cant
anymore to pay onc lakh
workers whe are virtually do-

ing nothing”, Finance Minister
Saifur Rahman today (Tucsday)

He warned that things will
come lo a "grinding halt™ il
there is no improvemenl in
the near future.

Rahman was lalking Lo rc-

rters alter his returm on

onday [rom Washington
where he discussed with the
World Bank and IMF ollicials
about governmenti's cconomic

reforms and aild prospects.

“I've been highly concerned
aboul exccss workers who are
cating up the governmenl rev-
enue we arc collecting wilh
great difficulties”, he said

Without claborating on
where the process ol re-
trenchment started, Rahman
said the World Bank will sup
plement the government rc-
sources in giving financial ben-
efits to the excess workers
which will run into billions of
Taka.

He. however, preferred to
describe the retrenchment "an
early retirement with all ser-
vice benefits Lo the workers™,

The retrenchment, sccn as

a compelling neccssity for a vi- -

able economy, s however ox-
pceted to add to Lhe alrcady

vexing problem of uncmploy-
ment, unofMicially cstimated at
two crore.

The Finance Ministcr was
bitter about functioning of
some public scctor agencics
like BADC, 'DB, BJMC and the
Railways which arc hcavily
subsidized lo kecp them run-

ning.
BSS adds ;: The Finance
Minister called upon all

including political and labour
lecaders to coopcrate with the
democratically clected BNP
government for resolving the
excess labour problem in the
scclor corporalions o help
bufld a sell-rchant Bangladesh.

He was talking to ncwsmen
at his Sccretariat oflice
yesterday alternoon aflter a
week-long visit o Washinglon.

Compulsory primary education
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to send his or her children of
6 ycars old 1o a primary school.
They will not be sparced from
the obligations without show-
ing reasonable grounds and for
failing to send children to a
school any guardian may be
fined an amount of Taka 200.

The ob of CPE are
total t of school-aged
children, their retention and
completion of the primary
course ol education.

In the backdrop of the high
rate of drop-ouls in prifmary
and the inereasing rate of 11t
eracy CPE is considercd as the
way out for a country like
Bangladesh.

The law on CPE also pro-
vided for the formation of ward
commitices wilth representa-
tives from different walks of
life who would work for creat-
ing awarencss and supcrvisc
and monitor the regular atten-
dance of the students in the

Surveys made by The Daily
Star in Savar and Narayangan|
upazilas show that not more
than 75 per cent childrén have
been enrolled. Incidentally,
the rate of enrollment In pri-
mary schools has so far been

officially stated to be around
B0 per cent.
The Upazila Education

Officer of Savar told this corre-

Government Primary School,
Manikchara Primary School,
Lalertek Primary School con-
fided to this correspondent
that expected enrollment un-
der CPE was nol achieved.
They attributed the reasons o
sho of classrdoms, teach-
crs poverty.

The headicachers of differ-
enl primary schools of
Narayangan| said thal beeause
of poverty about 25 per cent
children ecould not be brought
to the schools. The situation in
rural arcas of Narayanganj is
bad compared with that in the
town.

CPE monitoring unit sour-
ces sald that the formation of
ward commitices has been
delayed because of the elec-
tlons to union councils. Now
that the elections are over, the
ncwly-elected ones are yet o
assume responsibilities and
there may be further delay in
forming the committees, the
source said.

The ward commitices will
have representations from the
unfon council, hcadmasters of
the primary school of the ward
and pcrsons interested in edu-
callon.

Mo unit sources fur-
ther said the survey done iIn
December last to assess the

number of children. The list
includes children of 8 1o 10
ycars ol and hence the

number of children su
to go to Class | hhm

Admitting the faflure to
reach the target the sources
said lack of monitoring has
mainly contribuled to this. As a
solution to the problem, the
monitoring unit has planned to
appoint B8 ns who would
supervise the implemecntation
of CPE, the sources added.

The CPE monitoring unit,
according to sources, sullers
from lack of funds and proper
manpower which are con-
tributing to fatlures In imple-
menting the . But,
the mopitoring unit is hopeful
of overcoming the problems
before the next academic year
in January, the sources )addud

Food aid
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beside the flood control and
drainage embankmenis,

The non-government organ-
isations (NGOs) will play a vital
role in VGD and Fisheries
Projects. The women's lI'I.'II'Iln?
centres run by the NGOs wil
get preference in the VGD
programme. The implementa-
tion of the fishery project will
be carried out by the NGOs
also. The NGOs will organise
the fishermen in groups for
the fish

In to IFADEP sug-
gestion, side has
asked the mission not to cut
that this may have an adverse
effect on country's foed re-
seTve.
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and prosperity of the country
and the Muslim Ummah.

The main Eid congrcgation
in the city was held at the

National Eidgah Mgidan where

i President Abdur Rahman Bis-

was offerad his Eid praycr.
Ministers, political leaders,
members of parliament, dip-
lomats and high officlals also
offered Eid prayers at the
In Dhaka, main Eid congre-
gation of the Army
was held at 1t Garrison
e where Chicl of Army
S Lt. Gencral Muhammad
Nooruddin Khan, principal sta-
T officers and other secnior
army officers offered their Eid

prEyers.

Chicl of Naval Stall Rcar
Admiral Muhammad Muhaimi-
nul Islam offered Eid prayers
Mohsin. Scnior
naval officers including -
cipal stafl officers also
their prayers there.

The main Eid congregation
ol the h Air Forcec
was held at the BAF Central
Mosque at Kurmiltola where
Chiel of Air Swall Afr Vice-
Marshal Allal Hossain Chou-
dhury and other senior BAF
officers including principal
stafl officers offcred their Eid

praycrs.

Eid tions were also
held at different Army Garri-
sons, MNaval Ships and Estab-
kshments and Air Foroe Bascs
throughout the country.

Four congrcgations were
held at Baitul Mukarram Natio-

nal Mosque. Ed tions
were also held in dillerent
mosques and maidans in the
city.

The government declared a
three-day holiday from Satur-
day on the occasion of Eid-ul-
Fir

ﬁadh Bangiadesh and Bang-
ladesh Television put up spe-
cial pro lighting

the significance ol the day.
National dailics brought out
special supplements on
Saturday.

National Mag was hoisted
alop all public and private
buildings.

The city were a fesfive look
as the main thoroughfares and
trallic islands were decoratcd
with minjature fags and
colourful festoons inscribed
with "Eid Mubarak®.

Improved dicts were served
in hospitals, jails, orphanages
and vagrant homes.

President Abdur Rahman
[Hiswas and Begum Biswas
Sunday held an Eid reception
al Han

The President exchanged
Eid greetings with dignitaries
including Former Presidents,
Ministers, Members of Parlia-
ment, Judges, Chicls of three
Scrvices, Jeaders of different
political parties, journalists
and high civil and military
oflicials.

Earlier, the President ecx-
changed Eid greetings with
the members of diplomatic
corps and represcntatives of
inlemational organisations and
their spouses at the
|

Prime Minister Begum Kha-
leda Zia Sunday hosted a
receplion on the oceasion of
Eid-ul-Fitr at her Sugandha of-
Nee.
Ministers, Members of
Parliament, Judges, Chicls of
three Services, leaders of dif-
ferent political parties, jour-
nalists and high etvil and mili-
tary officials, among others, at-
tended the reception.

The Prime Minister ex-
changed Eid greetings with
the dignitaries who atiended
the reccption.

The Midnight File

Y'slav republics

WASHINGTON, Apr 7 : The United Stales today recognised
Croatia, Slovenia and Bosnia Herzegovina as independent

staies,
The US

and Slovenia as

recognition by the European Community.
in w:din: Bosnia- Herzegovina, Croatia
i

ni siatcs and will be-

immediatcly consultations 1o establish full diplomatic re-

tions.” President Ocorge Bush said in a statement read by a
White House spokeswoman. reporis AFP

Iran pledges to increase
food aid to Afghanistan

TEHRAN, Apr 7

Iran \oday pledged lo Increase its ship-

menis of jood ald 1o Alghanistan afller a UN mediator de-
scribed the situalion in the country as “deplorable.”
The commiimen! was made by Forcign Minister Al Akbar

Velayall during a meeting with United Nations

envoy Benon Scvan, Tehran radio reporied, says AFP

Holiday mood
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home or siaying at home to
another day off.” sald the
official whe preflerred

It is nol clear whether all
the absentee olficlals and em-
ployees of the Scerciariat and
other government offices cn-

City markets and other
shopping centres, barring the
fish and vegctable markets,
looked lifelcss as the traders
closed down the shullers of
their shops Lo Lake breather
after the shopping sprec be-
fore Eid.

Prices of vegetables and
other foodstulls remained high
as supply o the wholcsale
markets at Sadarghat and

capital Tucsday There was no
indication that rickshaw farc,
which went up because of Eid,
would come down.

Movement of pecople in
Dhaka increased in the after-
noon on Tuesday as the swcl-
tering heat of the day cooled
down. People went to movies,
the zoo and olhcr places ol
recreation. loe cream pariours
and soflt drink shops were
considcrably crowded.

Myanmar FM
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“There is no firm date for
the visit. Bul it's certain that
our Foreign Minister will comc
to Dhaka later this month.”
said the oflicial rcached by
phone. He can not be identi-
fied under briefing rules.

csh Foreign Office
sounded cautious about Gyaw's
planned visiL

"We have hecard about the
visit. But we have not yel re-
ceived any oflicial communica-
tion from Myanmar.” a Forcign
Office official said.

The Myanmar change of
heart scems to have laken
place following the United
Nations' inteyvention inio Lhe
problem of nearly 200,000
Rohingya Muslims who have
taken refuge in Bangladesh.

The announcement on
Gyaw's visit comcs a day allcr
special United Nations cn
Jan Eliasson left for New Y
ending a five-day visit to Myan-
mar when he investigated
allcgations of military perse-
cution of minority Muslims In

Myanmar's western province of
Arakan.

Eliasson, who visited Bang-
ladesh beforc going lo Myan-
mar, is-expected Lo report his
findings to UN Secretary
General Boutros Boutros-Ghall
in a day to two, diplomatic
sources in Dhaka said.

h took the issuc
to the UN Sccretary General
after Myanmar poured cold wa-
ter on Dhaka's cflorts to re-
solve the refugee problem
through bilateral talks.

Besides failing to rcturn
Mustafizur Rahman’'s Novem-
ber visit to Yangon, Myanmar
altacked a BDR oulpost on Dec
21 that left one BDR jJawan and
a Bangladesh ctvilian killed and
another 22 wounded. Myanmar
also increased to necarly
0 000 its troops along the
175-mile border with Bangla-
desh heightening tensions.
Overburdened with the refu-
gees Bangladesh has sought
international ald and received
a posilive response, Despite
the international sup Ba-
ngladesh insists that the
problem should be resolved
through peaceful bilateral
negotiations.

In pursuance of this policy
Bangladesh has kepl on sub-
mitting lst of Rohingya
refu to Myanmar Embassy
in Dhaka. With names of an-
other 5,254 refugees submit-
ted on Tuesday, the list has
expanded to 52,277 with offi-
cials saying more names will
be given once Lhey are regis-
tered.

Md Shahjahan
dead

Md a renowned
loolballer of the sub -conlinent

in pre-partition . breathed
his last al lhtmmﬂl'll#

t before midright last night.
le was 72,

A former captain of Calcutia
Mohammedan Sporting Club,
Md han was admitted to
the climic following a massive
heart attack lhm.llrl'lllm‘
ago. le is survived by his only
daughter,

His namaz-c-janaza will be
held at the Gulshan Central

— of which he was the

chairman — aflcr Asr prayers
today and he will be buried at

the Banani graveyard.
Recipient of the National
Award for [ootball, Md

Shahjahan was assoctated with
various sporUng and socto-
cultural bodies. lic was presi-
dent of the Guishan Club, the
Gulshan Shooling Club and also

scrved the Bangladesh Olympic

“Three killed, 10
hurt in road

mishaps

From Staff Correspondent
CHITTAGONG, Apr 7: Twe
passcngers were killed and 10
others injurcd when a Chit-
tagong-bound bus fell into a
roadside ditch at Hathazari bus
sioppage this morning.

Police said that Abdul Salam
(38) and Sckander Hayat (35)
were killed when the bus from
Nazirhat skidded ofl the road,
The accident ook place due to
rash driving. they said.

" Qur Gopalganj Corresp-
ondent adds: A lance nayck of
the Bangladesh Army, Moni-
ruzzaman Selim, was killed
Tuesday morning when a
Go j-bound bus ran him
over ncar Haridaspur bus stop

in Gopalgan] Sadar Upazila.

Eliasson
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tualion. Easson was to mect
the UN chiel today in Geneva.
Asked il he had found evi-
dence that the repeorts of
atrocilics against the Muslims
were true, he said only that he
had “formed an impression.”
Myanmar ruling jutna has
dented iis forces pcrse-

. euted the Muslims, known as

Rohingyns. It insists that the
people who have crossed into
Bangladesh are illegal immi-
grants fecing to avoid routine
checks.

But the government last
weck [lew Yangon-based
diplomats to the border area
and a local villager sccretly
slipped a letter to one of the
diplomats that sald Muslims
were being murdered and
raped, and some of their vil-
ages had been burned down.

UNB adds: Twelve camps
have been set up til date in
Cox’'s Bazar district accommo-
dating 191,828 of the
Rohingya refugees sireaming
into Bangladesh.

Aceco rdinﬁ o official figures
compiled till March 30, t
influx of Rohingya Musli
from Myanmar conlinued at
ratc of about 4,000 to 6,000
dﬂyl}ut to normal causes like
old age complications, heart
attacks and hlfn fever, about
177 refugees died till March
30, according to an official re-
port obtai ‘here Tucsday.

About 23 medical teams arc
providing medicare to the
refigces registered so far.

More than 2 lakh Myanmar
‘minority Muslim nationals are
estimated to hawve rrossed to
Bangladesh to escape repres-
ston,

Beside government activity,
six non-government -
tions (NGOs) and tl'lm-
desh Red Crescent Soclety are
engaged in distributing relief
material and services in the




