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GAIBANDHA
3 electrocuted,

two hurt In

separate incidents

From Our Correspondent

Apr 7: Three persons were
clectrocuted and two recetved
injurics in scparate Incidenis
within the course of last fow

In first incident on March
25, one school teacher Kali-

da Das (45) of Kantanagar
I:Ti;h School under Sadullapur
upazila was clectrocuted when
he came in contact with live
electric wire during the
ironing of clothes.

In second iIncident, two
persons were clectrocuted at
Mokamtola under Ehlhm
upazila on March 24
tubewell fitters namely Abdus
Saltar (40) and 1 Islam
(25) were working at Kashipur
on Mokamtola-J rhat Road.

They were sin a_ tube-
well in a husking mills. When

were lifting pipe upward,
su ly it touched with 1]
KV high tension electric line
in which the victims died on
the spot. The victims were the
lnhlmt-nh of wvillage

Bhagkhota.

Two pcrsons received se-

vere injuries when an afr com-

pressure exploded at Prativa
Vacanizing shop, Gaibandha
town. The co surc was
over loaded and #t exploded
injuring one pedestrian and
worker of shop. were
removed to Eﬂrhnupnll

KUsHTIA
Note books

sale unabated

From Our Correspondent

Apr 7 : The sale of note
books s going on unabated in
different upazilas of the dis-
trict.

Despite government ban
note books are being sold In
most of the book shops at
Kushtia and different markets.

It may be mentioned here
that the Government has im-
posed ban on publishing and
sclling of note books upto class
cight.

But some unscrupulous
traders are publishing sub-
standard note books in fake
names and addresses. These
nole books are full of errors
and distortion of facts.

Some guardians complained
that these note books are be-
ing sold at an exorbitant
In different markets of the dis-
tricl. It is rcported. that the
book stall owncers do not sel)
text books without note books.

The students and guardians
have urged the concerncd au-
thorflies 1o take nccessary ac-
tion regarding the matter.

BaJsuam
100 ulema for

release of
Golam Azam

Apr 7 : A total of 100 ulema
of the district have demanded
immediate and unconditional
release of Jamaatl chiefl Prof
Golam Azam and arrest of the
organisers of "Cana Adalat”,

reports UNB.
In a jeint statement re-

cently they said, Prof. Azam
was not only the leader of

Islamic Movement, he was
also a citteen by birth,

I'her urged the government
as well as the people 1o restst
the conspiracy of lefiists
against | and -
dence and sovereignty of the
eountry.

They said holding «»
"People's Court” was and
unconstitutional as the
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PATUAKHALI
One awarded

life-term for
killing wife

Apr 7. A man has been
awarded life imprisonment
here on charge murderi
his wife, court sources said,
reports UNB.

According to prosecution
slory. the accused Forkan Gaxi
of Bohalgasia of Sadar upazila
killed his wife Hason Banu on
the night of February 10, 1991

cutting her neck with a
5 weapon and gave false
information to his {ather-in-
law that in a daring dacoity on
the night, Hason Banu was
slaughtered by the miscreants.

It is further that
the mccused Forkan Gari had
cariler married
woman and drove out Hason
Banu from his house. Later on
village arbitration, the matter
was scitled and Hason Banu
was brought back from her [a-
ther's house.

The District and Secssions
Judge, S M Abdus Samad after

College faces

problems

Apr 7: Durgapur College is
facing manifold problems in-
cluding vacancy in the post of
Princtpal for a long time. re-

agitation on
al tion of trregularities,
Since then, one of the lec-
turers has been acting as
Principal. Teachers said pro-
per running of the was
being hampered in absence of
a full-fledged Principal
Moreover, it has been up-
graded to a degree college
with approval of Rajshahi
University obtained in February
last. There is no provision for
:Wp;mdkphm
The college has been lack-
ing in accommodation facilitics
for classes and apparatus for
teaching science subjects. It
has no library in the true sense
of the term. A very small room
with few books passes for Ii-

h?;:lﬂﬂ+ interference of
“tricky local politics™ In the
college affairs, sometimes,

I-lllzadn proper  functioning
development of the col-
lege. situated at the Durgmpur
upariia headquarters.

JHENIDAH o
Boro cultivation

expanded

Apr 7. Boro paddy cultiva-
tion has been in six
upazilas of the during
the current season, reports
UNB.

A total of 75 B30 acres of
land has been brought under
the boro cultivation scheme,
Agricultural Extenstion

mnnmml (AED) sources

The previous target had
been fixed at 81,151 acres of
hﬂ-'lthlpmduuhnt.'l
of 1,111,387 metric tons.

Upazila wise cuitivation tar-

were: 16,470 acres in Sa-

. 12,900 acres in
8.410 acres In Ketchandpur
20,718 acres in Moheshpur,
2.900 acres in Shallakapa and
1,781 acres in Harinckada
U prriia.

"Bore paddy culttvation s
more profitable than wheat

and other ¢ * farmers of
Meakunda il in Sadar
upazila sad

Boroe cultivation have in:

Maastans stab
hospital staff

Apr 7 Local maastans
|t-b£ad a hospital employec
when he resisted thetr entry
in the emergency seclion of
the Noakhali General Hospital,

mcasures against the wrong

another |

Pathology recently.

AGRI-VARSITY: The Vice-Chancellor of BAU
cates among the participants of a-day-long farmers’ training on seed health. production and
storage of healthy seeds held at the library cum museum of the Department of Plant
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, Prof M Ashrafl Ali Khan distributing certifi.
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1 MAGURA, Apr 7: Continuous
d t has been prevafling in
the district for the last few
days affecting standing crops
including Boro paddy seriously,
reports UNB.

All the canals, ponds, becls
and rivers of the district have
dricd up owing to absence of
rainfall. About 38 per cent of
Doro paddy and other crops
have already been damaged.
Mango sprouts have almost
dried up. Further da to
jcrops is apprehended [ the
drought continues.

Local people sald, cracks
were developed on the land in
the absence of moisture in the
sofl. Shallow tubcwells may
also become unserviceable
soon as the ground water level
is falling alarmingly. About 20

cent hand driven tubewells
already gone out of order.

Culttvation of summer crops
has also been affected due to
the persisting drought n the
district.

Zharo Mandal [50), of wil-
lage Bahirmollik in Salikha
upazila was beaten to death al-

kcgedly by a group of rival vil-
lagers

The villagers fell on him
last weck with icthal weapons
while he was working in the
field.

He was rushed to Magura

JHANIDAH, Apr 7 : Loan re-
covery in the district has be-
come difficult in the backdrop

days due io this assumption.
The creditors of over Taka
5.000 are not willing to pay
thetr dues with the expecta-
tion of further relaxation of
loans upto Taka 10,000
Bangladesh Krishi Bank
alone has outstanding overdues
over Taka 2159 ecrore after the
governmenl exemptlion notice
BKB Jhenidah n ex-
empied Taka |,92.318.213
Irmrﬁ from 27,108 loances. It
has an overdue loan of Taka
41.11,89.000 crore
“There s no effective law
|!nr loan recovery” officials
complained saying even a cer-
tificate case against the de
| faulters can be refuted with fil
Ing a counter case against the
bank or financtal Institution.
When the cases land at
higher courts, the procedure
becomes more cumbersome
and lengthy.
The defaulters are mastly
the ereditors, the officials
. They get scotfree due
o nk protection for their
goodwill
They also that mis-
use of oan and of

propery
supervision of its utilisation

Balika Madrasha recently

Sadar hospital In a critical
condition but succumbed afler
some time.

The body was sent to
morgue for posimoriem.
Tension has been prevalling in
the village since then.

A case has been registered
with local police. Investigation
is going on but none has been
arresied so far.

Bicycle riders killed

Two bicycle riders. an aged
man and his young gandson,
were killed instantly when a
speeding truck ran over them
at Jagla bridge on Magura-
Jessore Highway.

The victims were identified
as Subal Das (50) and his
grandson Ajoy Kumar Shikder
[14). .
They were on their way to
Sanda village in Saltka upazila
from Akshi village at Sadar
u

, The Jessore-bound truck,

driving recklessly, hit them
from behind at the bridge
crossing, witncsscs said,

Police scized the truck and
arrested its driver Jahangir
Alam.

A casc has been filed with
the local police.

About 200 leaders and

Drought affects paddy,
other crops

workers of JSD [Rab) of

union in Sadar upazila of
district joined Jatlya Party on
Monday.

Advocate Hasan Scraj Suja
Joint Convenor of Sena
and Gencral Secretary of the
district Jattya Party welcomed
the newcomers In a simple
function at the party office.

The function was ad-
dressed, among others, by
Syed Rezaul Kabir and Fateh
ANl Tipu.

The speakers demanded
immediate release of their
party Chairman H M Ershad
and other JP leaders.

Two women of Sadar upazila
of the district allcgedly com-
mitted following lamily feud
inat weck. 2

The dead were identified as
Keshi Begum (20) daughter of
Akmol Diswas of village Parla
and Khodcja Begum (35), wife
of Ismail lHossain Mondol of

village Darimagura.

According to the f[amily
sources, Keshi took her life by
hanging hersell while Khodeza
commiftled suicide by taking
poison

The bodics were sent to
morgue for posimortem.

Scparate U/D cases were
filed with the police,

deterforates the repaying ca-
pacity of the creditors. :

Recovery is satisfactory with
the small creditors who usually
repay to avoid certificate cascs

Sharbahara Party

A member of outlawed
Sharbahara Party was killed by

some unknown miscreants at
Kushbaria village in Sadar
upazila on Wednesday night,
police said.

The victim Showkat
lHossain (Mana) was suddenly
attacked near the village by
some armed miscreants as he
was recturning home from
Kushbaria bazar. He died on
the spot.

Villagers suspected that po-
lHtical rivalry might be the
cause behind the killing

Mana was arrested with
arms during 1989 upazila

rishad eclection and granted

| on March 24, 1992,

The body has been sent to
Jhenidah Hospital Mourge for

Call to make a

secular state

A conference of Bangladesh
Bouddha -C hristian
Partshad was held at
Mohan Temple here on

Workers from Kushtia,

r. Chuadanga, Magura

i

i

COXS BAZAR: Daud-Uz.-Zaman Chowdhury laying the foundation stone of local Adarsha
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Hope for interest exemption,
- loan recovery down

and Jhenaidah took part in the
conlerence.

Chairman of the parishad,
Ma] Gen [Retd) Chitta an
Dutta in his address said, "War
of Liberation was not waged to

make Bangladesh a religious
state and of the bill in

paritament, the very spirit of
the war has been sed.

He demanded repeal of the
bill o make the country a sec-
ular state where the members
of all communities would share
equal religious rights.

Chatred by Narayan Biswas,
president of the district unit,
the conference was addressed,
amo others,
Chandra Bhaumik, Bodhipal
Mohathero, Bidyut Kanti
Sarker, Sk Mukherjee and
Sujit Shaha.

Police recovered a body of
an unidentified youngman
(25). from the fleld of Arpara-

Shibnagar village In Kaligan|
uparila on Monday.

Police suspected that the
viclim was potsoned to death
by the miscreants. The body
was sent o morgue for post-

mortem.

AU/D ease wns Mled with
local police. '

Another report from

Jamalpur adds: An unidentified

teen aged boy (12) was run
over by a running goods train
in between Neorundi and
Pearpur stations in the
early hours of Monday.
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Notes from

Maulvibazar

MAULVIBAZAR. Apr 7:
Acute sho of bullock and
cows has been prevatling
throughout the district ham-
pering cultivation and milk
production, reports UNB.

According to Informed
sources, 40 to 50 per cent
farmers In the district have
not calllchead o plough lands
which adversely affect produc
tion.

Most of the farmers culti
vate Lthelr lands on share basis
as they can not afllord Lo buy
bullock,

At times, they hire bullock
and cven use milch cows flor
ploughing

Knowledgeable sources said
the shortage is largely due to
heavy tall of livestock caused
by various discascs and floods.
lack of modicare [aciiines in

to be responsible for loss of
livestock.

Besides, slaughtering of bul-
lock for becl has aggravated
the situation.

Scarcity of firewood

Rampant fclling and cutting
of treea and plants have cré-
aled scarcity of firewood in the
district for a time.

It is rc-gorl that due to
non-avaflability of coal. the
owncrs of brickficlds and
other related industries have
been using wood as fucl.

At present, a maund of
firewood s being sold at Taka
| 70 to 90 according to quality.

Expcris arc of the opinton
that if the process goes on, it
will creale ecological imbal-
ance, crosion and silting of
I rivers and canals.

Arable land
decreasing

Arable land in six upazilas of
the district is shrinking due to
mmpant construction ol resi-
dential and commercial build-
ings. ‘

About 15,000 acres of cul-
livable land In Rajanagar,

Kulaura, Kamalgan). Berlekha,
Srecmangal and sadar upazilas
had been lost to pucea strue-

tures during the last couple of

yCars.
Dcsides, brick ficlds are be-

ing sct up on farm land indis-

criminately further hampering
crop production.

Moreover, crosion by the
rivers Monu, Kushiara and
Daoli also devoured hundreds
ol acres of cultivable land over
the last fow years.

House rent up
1 House rent has increased
manifold at Maulvibazar town

acule shortage of accommoda-
tion.

Al present, a i unit
residential quarter is let
out at & monthly rent of Taka
1500. In many cases, the
house owners rcalise advance
rent from the tenants.

As a result, tcnants
especially the fi income
group find it difficult to pay
the rent.

Due to accommodation cri-
sis, a large number of profes-
stonals have been living alone
with thetr families left at vil-
lage homes.

The accommodation crisis,
both for residential and com-
mercial purposes and rent
hike have been attributed to
|nun~-r-l-bilny of land at rea-
sonable prices and lack of in-

vestment and government ing-
| this commercial centre.

Customs Dept
sells Indian
cattle worth

Tk 4.50 lakh

Customs authoritics have camn-
ed Taka 4.5 lakh by selling 224
by them alict

being
from India, M.:ﬁ
said, report UNB,

The ecattichcads were
scized by the BDR personnel in
the river Padma while thosc
were on by
mechanised boat In the early
hours of April ).

Local Customs authorities in
the same cvening arranged the
avction and sold the cattle-
heads for Taka 2,000 each the
calilcheads, In fact, could be

worlth about Taka 40 lakh, the

L Customs authorities added.

velerinary hospitals also is sald

over the past few years due to

tiatives ol house-building iIn
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6 killed, 14 hurt in
road accidents

JAMALPUR. Apr 7: Three

rsons including a girl were
ﬁrm in a road accident at
Mangalpur on Tangafl-Jamal-
pur road, ris :

A Jamalpur-bound truck
skidded in 10 a roadside ditch,
Fazal (14) and Shah Alam (14)
of Rahmatpur under Fulsar
upazila in Rangpur district and
an unknown girl (12) were
killed on the spot.

Truck driver and his assis-

tanl managed (o escape.
Police visited the spot and
scized the truck.

A UNB report from R-.n'ﬁr
says: Two pcople were kil
and 13 others injured in two
scparale road accidents on

Rangpur-Sayedpur road, police
sdudd

According to Hee, one
truck driver Abdur Rashid
(24), reccived serious inju
when his truck collided 'I.rﬁ
another truck on Saturday at
Ramondighe area of the town.

lie died on the nr to
Rangpur Medical * College
Hospital.

Police arrested helper of
the other truck Sahjahan, but
the driver managed to escape.

In another mishap one
Abdur Rahim (15), was killed
and 13 others were injured on
Sunday at Jagotola when a

bound minfbus hit
him behind. The bus also
damaged a rickshaw before
rammed into a road side trec.

The wvictim died on tLhe
spot. The sericusly injured six

ple were admitied to
ngpur  Medical College

The Buily Star 9

Hospital

Driver of the minibus man-
aged Lo escape bul police ar-
rested its helper Abdul Halim.

Another report from
Maulvibazar : A head on
colliston between a truck and a
motlor-bike left one person
dead and another injured on
Chowmuthana area of the
town. police smid here.

The accident look place
when a loaded truck [(Dhaka
Na-3085) hit a motor-bike,
coming from opposite direc-
tion. Chapal (20), driver of
motor-bike died on the spot
and Jiban (22) recetved Infury.

Late Jiban was removed o
Sadar hospital

Police scized the truck. A
case was filed with Sadar po-
lee in this connection.

One be.'iTcn to
death

SATKHIRA, Apr 7 : A man
was beaten to death at

Hﬂwvﬁﬁﬂm
#unh of t ﬂiilrlﬁl on
ursday night, NB
Police said, Al Al
Baki (30), son of late Atiar
Rahman beal two boys suspect-
ing them as thicves. Later a
group of people attacked Balkd
in protest of the incident and
injured him seriously.
He '..}k-;rh.hﬂ to
Shymnagar
and late shifled to district

general hospital where he
died.

JAMALPUR. Apr 7: Property
worth about Taka 3 lakh was
bumt to ashes in a devastating
fire at village Hazipur in sadar
upazila Tuesday morning, re-
ports UNB.

According to witnesses, the
fire originated from a cow-
shed of one Khalilur Rahman,
soon engulled the adjoinin
arcas gutted 31 houses o
10 familics.

Fire service personnel from
town rushed to the spot and
after frantic efforts brought the
fire under control.

The affected families have

urged the government o grant

—
F

MP's shops, office ransacked

Proper:[y worth
Tk 4 lakh gutted

relief to rchabflftate them im-
med tately.

Another report adds: Sonali
Bank here has taken up a pro-
gramme to disburse Ln of
Taka 47 lakh among the farm-
ers to help them attain eco-
nomic self-su :

About 10,000 farmers of
Jamalpur and r districts
will get  benelit out the
scheme of the bank.

A report from Din:i:ur
adds: Property worth ut
Taka one lakh was gutted and
cight cows roasted alive in a
devastating fire at village

Alokdhut! in "-l:_'q upazila

SIRAJGANJ, Apr 7 : A man
was killed and 10 others were
infjurcd in a clash over a land
dispute in village Chhoto
Maharajpur in Shahjadpur
uparila on the holy Eid Day
Sunday, reports UNB,

According to the police,
while the vietim Ayat Al (30),
was supcrvising the crops of
the disputed land his cousin
Idris Alt {40), came to the spot
and suddenly hit him on the
head with a picce of bamboo.

Later Ayat Al was rushed 1o
local hospital in a critical con-
dition where he died on
Monday.

A casc has been flled with
Sha r police station.

Am report says: At least
25 people were injured, five
scriously. in an intra-party rival
groups clash of Shahjadpur
upazila BNP unit on the holy
Eid day Sunday.

According to police, the
clash ensucd over sharing of
money between the ps led
by Aralat and Sabuj Su
night which continued till
Monday.

The agitaled activists of
both the ps allacked cach
other and hurled at least 28

2 killed, 40 injured
in clashes

bombs duping the clash. They
also ransacked the shops and
offices of local MP Kamruddin
Yahiya Khan Majlish and local
BNP leader Manik Miah.
Police arrested Shamim
(30), Shaheen (28), Abdul
Momin (30) and Mithu (32} in
this connection.
A report from Magura adds:
A man was killed and five
others were Injured in a clash
between two rival groups of
people at Sreckok Hat at

Shoroynagar in Sreepur upazila

The victim Mokbul Hossain
(50). son of Afsar Uddin was
killed on the spot when rival
E‘nu s allacked him with
WCApOnNs.

All the Injured identified as
Hossain, Enamul Haque, Omar
All, Alom Laskar and Saiful
islam were admitted to sadar
hospital.

According to police, the
quarrel ensued between the

mu over a pelily matter,
for pos

was scnl to morgue
t-mortem.

A casc has been registered
with the Sreepur police.
Further fce investigation is
mﬁ; on { none was arrested
80 lar.

MAGURA, Apr 7: A total of
21 people including 15 women
alicgedly commitied suicide in
four upazilas of the district
during the last month, reports
UNB.

According to police, of Lhe
total. 13 allegedly committed
suicide by taking poison while
the rest by hanging  them-
schos

Of them. 8 people died in
Sadar, 4 in Mohammadpur, 8

|im Srecpur and 4 in Saltkha

uparilas

Family dispute, poverty and
demand for dowry moncy were
the main reasons for the sui-
cide, the sources added. Three
houscwives allegedly commit-
ted suicide in one day in dif-
ferent parts of the district, re-
ports UNRB.

The causcs of their death,
however, could not be ascer-
tadrved

According to police, Mond
Bala Diswas (23), wife of Uttam
Kumar Biswas of vil Dha-
neshargat!i in Salikha upazila
allcgedly committed suicide by

21 commit suicide in
last one month

mﬂuwﬂmrmil wife of

Pikul Biswas of village Kookna
n sadar u allegedly killed
hersell by g on the samc

Uttara Begum (20), wife of
Abdus Salam eof vwilla
Ramdargat! in sadar u
gave her life by taking poison.

Bodics were senl o morguc

for postmortem.
Separate U/D ocases were

iatered with Sadar and

A report from Patuakhall
says : An old man of
Mahish Bhanga n Amta
uparfla of Borguna district al-
legedly committed suicide by
Srink poison an
mﬂ with h'::.‘

Accord Hﬁw
Surendra th was in
tenston for a long time follow-

a land dispute with hin
wile. His wile was rchoctant to
transfer the of the

land according to his :



