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West is going ahead with the move that
think overdue to provide an aid pack-
age of $24 billion to Russia alone to bolster the
economy of the largest republic of the former
Soviet Union, and, to that extent, to st en
the position of President Boris Yeltsin. The an-
nouncement made last week represents the
largest financial commitment offered to Moscow

the West so far, a commitment in which the

ed States would contribute a fiith to a quar-
ter. As expected. the disbursement of the aid

Pl::mbr mrmnmmtnfmwmm

several aid encies, such
International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the
European Bank for

Reconstruction and
Development.

Meanwhile, the st is sel for Russia to secure
an additional credit line of $4 billion [rom the
IMF to help with the balance ol payment of the
republic.

While no one should express any reservations
about this massive aid committed the West to
just one republic of the old Soviet Union, some
delicate questions cannot just be brushed aside.
There are other republics In the newly-formed
Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS)
which also desperately need international assis-
tance. Being much smaller in size than Russia,
their need unlikely to be as large as that of
Moscow. Then, there are three independent
Baltic states which also deserve help.

Unfortunately, these CIS republics or the Baltic

states have not produced a politician with the
clout of Yeltsin. Some of these republics are,
therefore, obliged to lean on Muslim countries
like Iran and Pakistan, while others are develop-
ing close ties with China. It is too early to
that, in the process, some Muslim members
CIS will gradually tum to Islamic fundamentalism,
while a few might embrace the Chinese-style
economic reforms In preference to western-type
marketl mechanism.

In these circumstances. it might have been
wiser for the West and the intermational aid
agencies to deal with the overall situation In
some totality than to separate the case of Russia
[rom others and treat it In a special category.

Many would also argue that il the western aid
of the same size had come when Mikhalil
Gorbachev had been in power, the former Soviet
President might have just survived and the peo-
ple of the former Soviet Union would have been
spared much of the hardship that they face dur-
ing the winter. Some may even say that the delay
underlined a calculated western move to hasten
the break-up of the Soviet Union and the fall of
Mr Gorbachev.

The oflicial western reason given for the delay
was that Mr Gorbachev had so [ar failed to put In
place the necessary infrastructure that could ab-
sorb a massive dose of western aid. Is such an in-
frastructure in place now? Has President Yeltsin
succeeded in doing in a matter of months what
Mr Gorbachev apparently failed to do in years?

Since, for all practical purposes, Russia has

ined the rank of aid-receiving developing coun-
ries, the Yeltsin administration shouild sub-
jected to all the much-talked about conditionali-
ties which go with the auiﬂamcﬂ to
Third World countries, like Bangladesh,
from the abolition of import restrictions to the
withdrawal of all subsidies. from devaluation of
local currency to the publication of list of loan
defaulters by the Norodny Bank. We will be
watching.

The Sadhanpur Beacon

The mid-Chaitra heat spell may not in the end
prove a harmless routine matter. It may, as a na-
tional daily has put out in an alarmist but rather
vague prognosis of the months to come, be the
beginning of a horrifying drought, ially in the
northern region. Even without such a visitation,

Bangladesh is finding it real hard to catch up with
its problems, not to speak ol overcoming them. It
is generally eed that most of these are -
ated by social mismanagement arising out of a
post-colonial situation ol socio-economic imbal-
ance cndm&. up in an all-pervasive loot — by a
handful at the cost of social decline.

Press reports say as many as 5,000 Bangladesh
doctors are unemployed. This is an ann
plece of news for many an Intelligent reader. How

can a doctor be unemployed? A news report has

come up with quite a retort to this made the
young and 'unemployed’ doctors. A la of
paramedics created by the whims of a past top-

man, joined in by some millions of quacks have
driven the graduate physicians out of practis
their knowledge and skill, say these angry —

at times perhaps even hungry — doctors. What
they have [ to point out is the rural pﬁh't
Incapacity to procure the services-of an BS
doctor. The doctors have, however, drawn
our attention to the dangerous development of
the whole nation becoming immune to anti-biotic
treatment — thanks to the quacks.

The junior doctor working for a city ‘clinic’ is
decidedly worse placed than doctors nei-
ther job nor practice. For he or she is ted

to the last drop of strength and endurance — and

in excha is a pittance. Let us leave these
murnsctlﬂe ﬂ'ldintnwhmlﬂ'emﬂruny
is. Thtﬂ‘n hu:lﬂhaﬂu. The mlﬂm
sands boys girls

scene in the nl'theunmﬂ% Butthh-%z
externally so. They are nervous to their guts.
admission system has, by one fell stroke, cut both

ways Robbed the board examinations of whatever
significance they had and then made the aca-
demic fate of the young students entirely depen-
dent on the coaching centre business and the
teacher-coaches with the magic touch. The whole
society has been reduced to an exercise in anti-

education.
Crimes are on the increase. We come across so

many shocking reports everyday as has been
exemplified by the Ealw loot of a jewelle ‘Iﬁf
in the city last week We recall them not lor Dit-
terness's sake but so that we can come to grips
with them.

In far off Sadhanpur, in Puthia upazfla of
Rajshahi, Mr. Abdul id is building a
lrtal,mtn:l ﬁnd rthahi l];aunn centre for handi-
capped ¢ ren. Entirely through private means.
Nobody in that village or anywhere around laughs

at a lame boy's attempt at A silent revo-
lution of the mind is being . Society must
Iive and man must overcomne. This is a real way Lo

come Lo grips with our unpleasant realities. Let
his example be a beacon light for us all.

N vain do British voters
scarch their newspa-
pers and tune in
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cently Britain was a major

player in a large-scale. i brief,

In the past the partics have
fought ltke wildcats over de-
fence. Today the only argument
is about whether to bulld a
fourth nuclear submarine. The
Labour Party no longer pro-
poses that Britain should aban-
don its nuclear deterrent, so
no onc s bolthering to focus on
the giobal problem of prolifera-

g

Yet l.hnt‘n-tu-r-m not
ignored in the party policy
Hﬂqﬂ:ﬂﬂ#
For instance, the Labour Party
is to raise the priority ‘of hu-
man rights. It is to set up a

In July
president of the Eu
Communi (EC) for six
Labour intends to

strengilhened.

The Torics make the most -

Derek Ingram writes from London

The general election campaign in Britain is concentrated entirely on domestic maiters.

Income tax, health, education, unemployment are at the centre of eve
_ the British voted, in 1987, it was in a world that had a Berlin Wall, a

debate. Last time
jet Union and an

apartheid South Africa. Yet, reports Gemini News Service, the great issues of foreign policy
are barely mentioned, let alone discussed.

mﬂhm as
Minister and
Hurd as Forcign and Comme
nwealth Secrelary.
The two work with

prelessionalism -
matic style that is in deep con-
trmst with the abrasive, con-
frontational manner ol

m Thatcher that pre

Labour has much less to of-
fer. As op jon leader Neil
Kinnock has mnot had the

chance to make much impact
internationally and his shadow

sccrelary, GCerald

Kaufman, is Hide known and
doecs not show promise.
He is a _,mm lncking
charisma. In the clertion cam-
paign Labour has kept him
virtually under traps. A
Kinnock-Kaufman team just
does nol scem 1o hold a candle
o Major-Hurd. .
The Tery maniieste opens
magistcrially with two pages on
Britain's place in the world. It
échocs Margarct Thatcher by
clatming that under the party
Britain “has regained her
rightful place n Lthe world,"
adding: “We have stood up for
the wvalucs our country has

Manifestos lay out the party wares

always represented. The

respect with which Britain s

regarded In the world has
rarcly been higher.”

i oul that Britain s a

r of the Eu n

Community, the North
Treaty Organisation [NATO],

the Commonwealth and Group
of Seven leading industrial
counirics 1G-7). and a
nent member of the UN
Sccurity Council. No other
country, il correctly says, holds
all these positions.

The Tortes deal in specifics,
They will support UN peace-
keeping Commeonwealth clec-

tion monftoring. wuse aid to
promote good menlt,
and promote the lan -

age by strengthening the
;um-ﬂthllc

intermational : “end
Tory meddling in
the work of the British

Council;” t women at the
heart of atd me,
take Britatn back into Unesoo:
and join the Commonwealth
Foreign Ministers Commitiee
on Southern Alrica which the
Tores boycotied.

Both partics pay more at-
tention o the Commonwealth
than in us general clec-
tons —

cuses the Tortes of having re-
garded 1 as a “wearisome obli-
gaton .’

Roth parties make specific
promises to help negotiated
sctillements o reu

voters in Dritain.

The Liberal Democrats de-
vole ncarly all their altention
to the Eu Community
and pay Iittle to the wider

world. They generalise about
making the UN more effective,
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Now is the time (o asscss
human experience with this
form of governance to clearly

members of
Organisation for Economie

and Development

importanl reason
concerns the increasing com-
plexity of industrial seciclics
and, their technologl-
cal virtuosity, thc forces Lhey
have unleashed now globalising
production, finance, and em-
as well as arms uaf-

global pollution and
patterns of media-driven mass
consumption and ecultural

Such complex, interlinked
societies then accelerate these
global processcs of change by
their interactions and have led
to many of the momentous
geopolitical realignments and
internal restructuring ol the
nations of the world over the
past few years.

Democracy simply beecame
more of a necessity as deci-
sion-makers at all levels hu-
man societies were over-
whelmed by proliferating

lexities — and as their
-down hicrarchies,

sation, privatisation
kets, as well as widening con-
fusion between the proper
roles of the two different sig- |
nals to governments and busi-

'Lmﬁr

Pension Scheme
. Several hundred re-
tired employees are yet to have
their retirement benefits from
sector corporations as they are
ng to get benefits as per
Pensjon Policy ;l’ Govt
instead of Gratul
mmrm have reti
from various sector corpora-
tions during the past three
years or more. All those em-
loyees opted for Pension
‘:Im five years back but the
Government is yet to approve
this scheme.

The Gratufty Scheme was
introduced during Pakistani
PIDC authorities and in

the pay and benefits
of PIDC/EPIDC employees
were much more compared to
that of Govt Employees. Only
recently the JS members have

in
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US : Democratic Model or Warning

nesscs — voles and prices, the
kcy fcedbacks o correct erro-
neous decisions and forester
social

Instinctively, Htictans,
macro-economic planncrs, lo
cal administrators, as well as
the executives of vast multi-
national corparations, have all
sought to push dectstons off
their information-overioaded
backs and down the old chains
of command — closer to Lhe

. This healthy instinct.

whelther expressed by
Gorbachev's “perestrotka, pri-
valisalion and glasnost,” or by
IBM chiefl John Akes with his
recent restructuring of that
company's lop-heavy bureau-
cracy, simply underscorcs this
crying r:wlp need for feedback
(that is, any complex system's
need for a reciprocal flow of
information frem those al
fecled at the bottom by the
decisions laken at the top)

Both volcs and prices are
imporiant feedbacks to allow a
sysicm (o scll-organise, relicy
ing harried bureaucrats from
vain cllorts 1o plan, coordinate
and adminisier prices, produc-
ton and distribution without
sullicicnt information

As systems theorists know,
the more complex a sysiem,
the more feedback “loops” are
required, covering more
aspects of the system. Living
sysicms (such as cities, corpo
rations, nations, govcernmenl
minisiriecs and the Uniled
Nations) are the most complex
of all. Thus it has been a tri

of common sense that so

many politiclans, regardless of
tdeology and tradition, began
moving toward democratisa-
tion, amplificd by frecing mass
media to help guide Lheir
incvitable re-structuring

Naturally, they looked to

the United States with its long

experience with both elections
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publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and
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JS members alone though they
serve for a maximum of five
years only as JS members. The
retired Corporation employecs
have served at Jeast 27 years 1o
39 years, Under the above
backdrop let the JS members
decide Pension Scheme for
those a or compen:-
sate hrm per gratuity in

a [air manner.

Sadig Alee
Maghbazar, Dhakoa.
Let us learn
Sir, The sacred, reen
boundary of the Dhaka

University was once again
stained red with the blood of a
brilliant :ludr:n:d Let me :::d
my profound sorrow,
mnl:mrr to the bercaved

The United States is being looked at for
guidance by countries now taking steps on
the road to democracy. But, as international
analyst Hazel Henderson notes, while
Washington may now lead the world as
never before, the symptoms of economic and
political decline are also more evident.

and unrestrained proocss, as a
mode! of democratic, privately
driven self-organising pro-
CESSCS

fronically, 1t is in the
United States itsell that this
scarch for the will of the peo-
ple 1o guide social change has
atrophied more than In almost
any other democracy

Thus. the United States
might best be examined by
would-be emulators for its fadl-
ures. Luckily. all socictich can
learn from its more than two-
hundred-ycar-old experiment
institutionalising these two vi-
tal forms of popular feedback,
which its founders hoped
would allow the peopie to help
guide their political leaders
and business owners and
mangers.

Today, as has been amply
demonstrated by the public
opinion rescarch of the US
talk issues su s conducted
on all major aspects of national
policy and global sccurity is-
sucs. the US public is "ahead”
of ils leaders. Yel, as these bi-
partisan surveys show. neither
politiclans nor media pundits
take these scientifically im-

le results as valid feed-

'k suggesting new policy di-
reclions.

While Marxian critiques ex-
plaining this disenfranchise-
ment of US voter on unbridled
market forces are familiar,
those of that carlier analyst of

the budding US democracy,

family, while deccased's father
descrves our appreciation for
not lodging a case as the resull
would the ‘traditional’ one.
As usual political lcaders did
nol miss to express their
"fashioned’ sorrow, and in the
coming days many more
mourning processions would
be brought oul, meetings
would be held and demand
would be made to punish the

killer... and time will come
when everylhing will be
forgotien

If Raju was killed, virtually
nothing went wrong with the
leaders nor that party which
he was told to be a member,
But it s unfortunate parents
and rclatives who will have lo
bear this tragic memory (il
the last moment of their life.

Someday Raju’s killer may
be arresied and punished (if
god blcssed). But will the na-
tion ever be able to punish the
‘real killers’ who are mowving
things from behind the eur-
tain?

Raju's killing appears lo be
the outcome of selflish’ compe-
tition of the ‘leaders’ to have
their supremacy on one an-
other. We would like to make a

Alcxis de Tocgueville, are even
more nolable.

Tocqueville predicied that
incvitably. the voics of ordinary
citizens {most of whom would
become employees of manulfac-
turers] would count for less
and lcss as the new nation’s
cCono mic r and
created a n;":'Elth“turr-q of
manufacturers”.

Tocqueville's accurate -
diction is the real lesson of to-
day's US democratic faflure :
market forces make good ser-
vants but bad masters.

Today, US democracy is in
crisis even though large num-
bers of citizens and mass me-
dia ediiors are in psychological
dental, unable 1o face up to the
fasts. By the old money-
denominated scorecards of
progress (gross domestic
product, the stock markets,
interesl rates, invesiment,
elc), we were told that the
1980's were a soaring success.

But by such broader mea-
sures of overall quality of lifc as
my own country futures indica-
tors (CFI) and the United
Nations development pro-
gram's human development
index (HDI), the decline of the
United States ts evident across
most dimensions, from literacy
to infant mortality, from en-
ergy incfficlency to mal-distri-
bution of iIncomes and wealth,

fervent appeal to all political
partics not to do things that
might provoke lension in the
educalional arena where
studcnts come to leam and not
to get killed.

Md. Reyazuddin
Mahammadpur, Dhaka

A clean city

Sir, The other day | had an
opportunity to travel through
various streels of the Dhaka
city. Thanks to the Dhaka City
Corporation lor repairing, im-
proving Lhe poor and ugly road.
The Mayor also deserves ap-
preciation for his personal ini-
Hatives In this regard. We sin-
cerely hope that the City
Corporation will further inten-
sify its efforts to offer even bet-
ter services to the cily
dwellers. The city dwellers
have also a duty to maintain
their localitics through con-
scious and conceried efforis.

A clean eity can ensurc a
clean life.

M Zahidul Hagque

Assistant Professor,
Bangladesh Agricultural
Callege, Dhaka.

‘ OPINION

among almost one quarter of
US children.

This decay and decline is
related 1o the faflure of US
democracy. The Uniled States
is 24th and last among all the
world's democracies in per-
centages of cligible voters par-
ticipation in elections.
President George Bush was

elected ¥ cent of
the dub’ ﬂ!,hl: € rate.

was made president over

Democralic candidate Samuel

Tiden, who polled a quaricr of
a million more voics.

To re-enfranchise ordinary
voters in the United Stalcs re-
quires many obvious re-forms:
to limit the power of moncyed
special interests in funding
campaigns of politicians and in
the relentless daily lobbying
pressure and power to influ-
ence mass media. No wonder
so few US citizens bother to
voie and that they vent their
wrath by trying to limit the
terms of politicians they no

longer trust

One simple reform | have
advocated is Lo re-instale
Seclion 13 of the
Communications Act of 1934,
lobbied off the books by media
owners in the past decade,
along with the [airmess doc-
trine and the free and
time provision for political”
candidates o take their case
to the people over Lhe public
alrwaves.

money raised for campalgns
today goes to "buying”™ such
time from media license-hold-
ers, who were under
the original act “serving
the public interest, conve-
nience and necessity,” in ex-

c for such a valuable
f of the public's air-
WHYES. ;

In the same vein, Congress
could set up an office of public
opinion policy research o con-
tinually conduct scientific,
random surveys of US citizens,
such as those conducted by the
Americans Talk Issues
Foundation, and its new public
interest polling project now
under way at the Congressional
Institute for the Future.

Aspiring democracics take

nole.
Hazel Henderson is an in-
ternational and consul-

tant on alternative develop-
ment policies.

Whither Reason? Whither Truth?

Shahabuddin Mahtab

LL the religious, poli-

tical and social philoso-

phers cmphatically
agree that rcason and rcason
alone should be our guide post.
Sir Winston Churchill stated,
"the true guide in life is o do
what fs right”. Mahatma
Gandhi tried to attain ruth in
his book™ autoblography or Lhe
application of truth”. Let truth
come In our Hie with all its
beauty and all its fury. Emile
Zola in "Jaccusc® says, "if you
shut up truth and bury #t under
the ground it will but grow,
and gather to fitsell such
explosive power that the day it
bursts, 1t will blow up
everything in iis way”.

A millonaire relation of
mine who started his carcer in
the early scventics as a young
man with only a few thousand
takns, earned his first million
in just about five ycars. From
that nit on, his rise was In
the fast lane. The son of a
fricnd of mine who passcd his
BA with great difficulty two
decades ago and thercalter
shared a room wilh three
other people in the Motifhec]
Arca, often used to come to me
for short term loans, twenty

rs . He is now rolling in
rn:nqwmq are the success
stories in our presenl society.
Both these gentlemen told me
that truth, reason, honesty and
integrity are all out of date,
One has to make hay while the
sun shines.

In comparison to the above
gentlemen a friend of mine,
who had scen sixty springs and
held the top positions in the
public sector, Is now trying te
earn his keep fightingly. His
only earthly posscssion ia a

small picce of land allotied by
the Rajuk, and now dreams of
building his beautiful shelter
somclime, someday. His
E‘o:ptmun classmalcs point to

m of being a big fool.

Some of the 'unwise' civil
scrvants are in a soup when
the Inevitable date of
retirement comes through.
Those who have ambitious
wives face a calamity now.
Cone are the days of pomp and
grandeur, parties and the
shows to which the society
ladies are uscd to. And now
they find, that the incomes of
their husbands have been
halved, but they have to put up
with them double the time.

The haran now start for
the poor Past lense'. The

dream 'of a |leisure time
vanishes for the poor husband.
He is now being treated like a
twenty-four year old unem-
ployed youth, whoe should be
out, job hunting in the
Motijheel Commercial Area, to
have some respitc and peace
the poor one can now be jound
In;lzulu corner of a library or

The lucky one amongst
them gets some job, with fat
salaries and no work, with

ample time to browse thm:[.l's
“Time” and "Newsweck",

fools mre without a job. This
saga goes on and on. In one of
Maugham's

the Somereset




