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OR us, born in a free
country, ‘freedont is
taken for granted as a
birth right. It s just an
attractive topic, ich we

and sing songs

man,
nation, striving

or to break
the chains of slavery and
oppression to I:;.rin,; lhnb:l
“Independence”, [reedom .
comes a fight, a way of life and
more often, death. It becomes
a power larger than life, defy-

Monem Khan instigated the
infamous Agartala Conspiracy
by which it was tried to paint
Mujib as an Indian allegiance
who was betraying his country
by leading it away from its gov-
ernment. Protests from Ben-
galis gained moementum
through 1968 and on Jan 20,
1970 DU students defled sec-
tion 144 and took to the
.atreets. The police opened fire
on the unarmed public. Ayub
Khan saw the situation going
oul of control and conceded to
a Round Table Conference. The

The

Pakistan., Meanwhile on
January 3. 1971, Mujib con-
ducted the in cere-
mony of the elected n-
tatives of the Constituent
Asscmbly. Bhutto refused to
come to Dhaka to attend the
convention of the Assembly.
Yahya Khan was sent to Dhaka
to hold talks with Mujib. Upon
his return to Larkana, Bhutto
declared that he would not
tolerate a post below Shetkh
Mujib. However he did travel
to Dhaka to hold talks with
Mujib. The meeting of the
Constituent was fixed
for March 3,1971. But after
Yahya Khan and Bhutto
emerged following a 5-hour
meeting. the convention was
delayed indefinftely. This incl-
dent which happened on the
Ist of March took place with-
out nol Sheikh Mujib or
the majority holders. It was a
deliberate attempt to antago-
nisc an already oppressed
nation and disregard FI:E aspira-

tions. The Bengali people mo-
The

sireets, from Teknal to Tetulea
were alive with the din of

E.rou'lt'lng people. The masses
ad started pledging their

Gonotantrik Sangram Commi-
tiee refused to attend the
Conlerence without the parti-
cipation of Sheikh Mujib. In
panic, Ayub Khan stopped the
Agartala Conspiracy and
released Muljib.

Amidst great Jubilation
Mujib emerged [rom prison.
The once adored leader had
turned into a demi-god. On
February 23 he addressed a
massive crowd at the Race
Caurse Maidan, where his
popularity was obvious, Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman had became
‘Bongo Bondhu'. The Pakistani

menl walched in awe,

pulled the chords even
tighter declaring martial law
and strangling democracy.

Elections were scheduled
for Becember 7. 1970. The
Awami League won 167 scals
out of the total 169 allotted 1o
East Pakistan. Not only had
they won a majority in the
East, but also in the combined
300 seats in the whole of

lives to the achievement of
their goal — independcnce.
The demands were no lo
oncs for compromise but for
freedom.

The period March 1st-26th
has remained indelible in the
history of Bangladesh. On
March 2nd. Bonge Bandhu
called for a nationwide strike,
On this historic day. under the
leadership to ABM Rab and
Shahjahan Siraj. DU students
met on © us, and for the
first ttme. upheld the red and
green flag with the yellow map
of East Pakistan enclosed East
Pakistan had gained the first
trace of independent identity
as

Sheikh Muifb followed the
example of Mahatma Gandhi
apd proclaimed a policy of

non-vislenl non-cooperation.
But Ya Khan wanted blood:
he dep the army and

fired on unarmed students.
Due to this Mujib refused to
attend the Round Table

awn of

by Sabah Moyeen

Conlerence scheduled for
March 10th. From March 3rd
all offices, courts of law, the
whole mechanism of the éity
remained suspended from 8
am 0 2 pm. Meanwhile Tikka
Khan, the Butcher of
Baluchistan, was appointed
Covernor and Chiel Martial
Law Administrator of East
Pakistan. He threalened,
openly and withoul reserva-
F:m. to thrash the Bengalls
nto compliance. Between
March 4th and 5th, more than
200 people had lost their lives.,

On March 7th Mujib addressed
a crowd numbering over 30
lakh, and declared that the
fight would now be a fight for
freedom, for Hberation. The
eloquence from the muul:ﬁlﬂl'
this demi-god prepared 7 -
lion le to sacrifice their
ltives u ted for the cause
of inde ence. However,
Shefkh Mujib did not dTn:n
Independence. He presented a
4 point manifests demandin
withdrawal of Martial Law
army, handing over of power to
clected representatives of the
Asscmbly and implementation
of democracy. Yahya Khan

Freedo

Just 24 hours before. Yahya
Khan leflt for Karachi on the
25th left behind as or-
der for T1 Khan to slaugh-
ter 7 million Bengalis. Nobody
suspected such treachery.
There was not even curfew on
the 25th.

Then arrived the [ateful
night of 256th March. Sheikh
Mujfb realised the extent of
treachery dealt to him and his
people by Yahya Khan. He ad-
vised his followers to escape to
the villages, but refused to free
himself. Only Haji Murshed de-
fied his orders and remained
with Mujib at his Dhanmondi
residence wuntil he was
arrcsted. The Pakistani
was prepared to launch a full

ledged attack on the Bengalis.

The first gunshots sounded
near the old Airport, and
spread like wild fire. Mujib was

arrived in Dhaka and held ex-
tensite talks with Mujtb
through the 16th and 17th of
March. Bhutto arrtved on the
21st. The convention of the
Constituent Assembly sched-
uled to be held on the 25th
was again delayed indefinitely.
While the Pakistani Govt held
talks’ PIA (lights had secretly
started cartying in Pakistani
troops dressed In ordinary
clothes. Underhandedness and
treachery continued. 23rd
March, Pakistan Day, became a
day for mourning for all
Bengalis. Many hotsted the flag
of ASM Rab led a
procession to Sheikh Mujib's
Dhanmond! residence and
thrust the flag into his hands.

the Pakistani Army
m instigating
non- against Bengalis
and Hindus against Muslims.
Mufib called for a nation wide
st on the 27th March, but
events took a far drastic turn

Chittagong Radio Station. On
27th March Major Ziaur
Rahman the then Provistonal
Commander in Chiel of the
Bangladesh Liberation Army
read out the declaration of
Independence in English from
Kalurghat Radio Station. It fol-
lowed in Bangla on the 28th of
March.

This was the incvitable his-
torical event 2! years ago,
which has ensured our free-
dom today. The dawn of free-
dom which smiled down on
the 16th of December 1971
was painted with the blood of
300,000 martyrs

of death to achicve national
identity. So loday we are a free
and sovereign people living tn
an independent democratic
country — a proud Bangladesh.

'TIS THE NIBHT BEFORE

" Naheed KAmal

Tis the night before Eid
and all is not quicl. As a matter
of fact all t houses are
swarming with more activity
then a bechive. No one slceps
due to the excitement which is
created. The thought of what
the next three days hold in
store for one and all has ev-
eryone in shivers. All the fun
and of Eid holds for us an
uncxplainable thrill.

Every religion celebrates
the birth of its prophet with as
much pomp and glee as s
possible. The Muslimsa are no
different. Our Eid celebrations
are made even sweeter be-
causc we [ast for one whole
month before. Even though we
may not all fast regularly dur-
ing Ramzan, it is alter all the
t t that counts. Right?

en it comes down to the
thought behind celebrating Eid
we must acknowledge that the
Bengali cultures holds Eid as
an exira special celebration.
These three days ire three
days of endless celebration and
jubflation.

The Bengall mind is emo-
tional and has the habit of wal-
lowing In the mire. Howewver
when t comes to Eid the
pathos of the nation is forgot-
ten and the entire nation gocs
into a frenzy. This starts from
at least a month preceding Eid
day. Every shop. and depart-
mental stores and boutiques
have the time of their ltves. At
no other time do Bengalts buy
so much for only one day.
There needs to be at lecast
three outfllts for the three
days. There are sarces, salwar-
kamcez scts, dresses, kurtias,
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My mind drifis away

| rave! through adventures

They're always differ-r.|

From flyting in a sp.= shutlle in outer space,
To finding an anclent key in my backyard

Somettimes my world makes me think

Of my past and my foture

And sometimes those thoughits
Take me beyond my wildest dreams.

"L&aJﬂlbr()tluer"iﬁmritl

When | am alone, or in bed at night
into another world.

My thoughts and feelings risc
And travel through this other world

¥

| wonder how | would feel without my other world
Maybe, | would feel that something was missing from

my e
Or

| wouald fﬂihllﬂj’iﬁﬂ'ﬂ'ﬂ al all

But now that | have my other world

| would not want to lose 1L

And even though | have fun in the world that | lve In,
| have an exira special kind of fun tn my other world.

e I

Anjum Hossain
« May 4, 1991
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Hefe are the answers w0 March | 3cth's Quiz Club

F W De Klerk.
Allan Border
Fradobesboar

Leading Amenican gold medal winners for swinmuming al

the 1988 Olympics
theologian,
subcontnent.
Mosquito.
freckia.
Belgum
Mongolia
10. Betjing. China
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teraicur and politictan of the

1 hate trave and | made
a small secret that fact. |
hate o travel by car, owing to
the continuous slamming of
brakes which is inevitable if

bers make me sick —
fying is out of the gquestion!
But let's get back to aulo-
mobiles and traffic. Let me
draw oul my average school-
home route for you. | struggle
through one jam at what is
known as the “Maghbazaar
‘chourasta™ and voilal find my-
sell in a similar situation fur.
ther up at Farmgate, an arca
which | think should hawve
been called “Jungle Gate "
Traveliing by these two areas,
to take a small example, is
guaranteed to turn a AfNteen
minute ride into an hour-long

Beep, Beep!

by Judith G De Costa

around the road In front of
Hotel Sonargaon that traffic
coming from/going to Kawran
Bazaar, Farmgate, Green Road
and Bangla Motor is stopped
simultaneously. If you'se stuck
there, you can expect to wait
for g from five minutes
to forty-five minutes. I'm
.l[.mhlng through experience,

finally the cars start to
move. Right into one another
There's so much chaos, you'd
think Bedlam's more quiel.
Automobiles and rickshaws
come pouring into the middie
from all four directions like
water down a pipe. So there's
lots of blaring of horns, name

worth listening to. are not,
though it scems played not for
the benefit of the occupants of
that car but for those which
pull up alongside them. Usually
it lurns louder. as [ mystically,
at a traffic light! 1 love music
and always listen to some
[preferably In a less conspicu-
ous way] and when | expert-
ence some thing like this | feel
like running oul and bashing
the guy on the head with his
set!

Ahl What's there to say
about trafMic? Whether here,
Calcutta, London or LA it's the
same slory. However, it is
probably only here at home

:ul;r!‘":.;:: m calling, spitling In fury etc. that, other than exhaust fumes,
eghe only et on ctc, and In the dead centre of blaring horns and horrible
HFW'T:' = Ul €M all this you'll Aind good ole drivers. we have the added in.
I-I'Il“‘"ﬁ “‘h' - s Sarge so-and-so wondering convenience of delours nowa-
The hide Ihﬂ.nhd- o wimt went wrong, just when days In the city, because the
irnl‘hrm“’ ﬂ’.'l“ e he t t he had the situa- roads are In such bad shape
- “’m'" ""'““ud Tz tlon pe ly under control. that they have to be repaired
speak, afraid | may say the We teenagers are accused of H:'m:‘h.;‘h:‘?;?;:tﬁ:_m;: o
thing sound pollution because we ;:“1 ;
hias s it that traffic resem ::“"“ ‘o music too loudly. How TmMcTnm ﬂfrr-n‘llml:-l
a stubborn mule only these accusers explain the
Ihﬂ1r“‘ll n & hurry? It ;lr'lhllllriﬂ‘ cacophony m.hl:,ﬂﬂ;::' tl;:: ‘;‘:‘E
docan’t even crawl caterpillars rivers make? Some have a '
ond babtos cramt. I you have  habit of honking like crasy e TUUERS 0 PUUCE 0° R
misfortune down a street even
stuck behind the sveng ear i the car tn front is e far of prisidabior idpriog Maines
and waich traffic zoom on  that you could have six stretch- ° SXDETIEnces Seeind. of
your side of the road, you'll lmoes stand back 1o back be- s e aase ﬂu:‘l
wish your car could transform tween the two cars. Let me H.ﬁw"' the are ol s
into & high-tech jet plane at  tell you about another habit, uflmndhiunp:rkrmum
the push of & button. Wish. while I'm at It I's no secret flow of traMic”. Really. It
Tﬂhdm that most young drivers like to shasmne. the 'u'“?“u'-
add o your sten to loud English muste, ol O VY i
come very traflic  preferably hard rock, as they : ppose aspect
plnt-h_lthth-t.-. cruise. Bul theyll play it even if mﬂ;r:ﬂwhntmrhenum:
“lhhn solution the only thing that comes out bile was still In Its infancy.
are root problem. | from the speakers is a deafen- Then where do  you su
have repestedly noticed Ing jarring sound The ones Lo wouid Al oo TA
T 1
. by Sany
TOM 'a" MOM in “wor Posivwve, Class- x
‘UTE“’HM’TN‘

shoes and slippers plus acces-
sories: bangles, earrings, neck-
laces, anklets, makeup ... In

Then there is

short everythi
the rush to the ty saloons
while the female of the

species tries to make hersell
ever so beautiful and the male
rventilates at the thought
the bill
The entire month of
Ramzan passcs with the yearmn-

children running around,
mothers dressing up, husbands
eating, ctc. — a never ending

source of scems to have
been unleashed. carly
in the moming the house-

holds are turned
shower, smoothen, set and

polish, ad infinitum. Then en-
ters the finished product in a
frenzy of delight looking like a
departmental store in
and just as uncomfortable, but
we must sacrifice for the sake
of beauty. Somchow the
clothes looked better on the
manncquin. Now what? Well
you cat and greet onc and all,
you eal some more and greet
more pcople, 80 on so forth. By
the end of the day your plas-
tered smilc has “given you
locked jaws. Besides the best
part is yet to come, when
aflter three days of eating you
find you have 6 poundsli

It ts not all that bad really,
you getl the chance to drive
around Dhaka city in the
smouldering heat in a car jam-
packed with you and your
friends and you have nothin
to show for it but :ru:ht#
clothes. But like | said, it's the
thought that counts. You can-
not complain because you do
get "Edf”.

The sad part of it all is that
the concept of Eid has altered
with time. Soon as the Namaz
is done everybody tends to for-
get about religion and: frem
then on its “eat, drink and be
merry . Eid is basically a time
to show ofl your new clothes,
jewellery and cars. Such pre-
tentious tn a nation se poor,
seems out of place. Yer It has
become practically a part of
tradition and woe be on anyone
who dares to question tradi-
tion. Tradition after all is a
part of religion and culture,
and in Bengal these are indeli-
bly entwined with religion. No
one can dare to alter religion.
No matter how poor one is the
new clothes are a must.

For the children it s all fun
and games but about the
adults?

For those who are too old to
go frolicking in the city it a
chance to unwind and relax-
three whole days of bliss: Well,
kind of because guests are

OUOTES

It always works, when you know what you're uflnin',

Richard Bach.

The truth is rarely pure & never simple.

Owcar Wilde

Smile . . . tomorrow will be worse.

Murphy's philosophy

If anything can go wrong, it will.

Murphys law

Don't let school interfere with your education

Mark Twain

The world & dream are but one.

Kazantsans

You can kill the dreamer but you cannot kill the dream.

M Lutherking

Trust your hopes not your fears.

David Mahoxey

Mystery at Mandrake

by Munaza Alam
««« NOW more surprises ahouts
await for our heroes as It was some minutes later
that we struck ofl.

they try to solve the

mystery

at
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We had returned the fire-
place to its original position
and were on the point of leav-
ing the bedroom when an idea

Yes, let's try it I she whis-
pered back, very excited now.
She ook out her skeleton
keys and unlocked the
wardrobe doors one by one.
There were a few coats and
some empty hangers inside,
nothing eclse. Chris rapped on
the wardrobe wall but what we
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bound to drop in, adozen at a  gion can't be fun? If we can't Excited
umﬁ?uur relatives need to be  take pride In our rel than | 4o ut At IL.T :'hl:dh.:::
B Overenting g g war | 2ross something! A final
: we cannot cele our | bk 1
by the way causes indigestion faith than what use is our fafth. A sheet of crumpled
and that s an uncomfortable It is better to celebrate with | & SICE 0 SRR PARY
state to be in, or clse end the blessi of God than a I L “‘:
L:Lﬂlhdhrrhnﬂ.!:ﬂhtrm Hmmwmmﬂl ﬂrTutT :?:tul‘tﬁ
Ects to be a pain. hhumnﬂlmhhl 'h““":d_ paper
The heat can give you sun-  rocky. It uncomfortable
stroke or a migraine. All this and l'ullﬂ? E-rrhmlnlu but
for the sake of celcbration. Eid  such s our Despite all this- .uh e o
after all proves how human we  the best part of it is the sense h:nm.mc:mpﬁ:g
are. Because for the sake of of joy which overcomes an hu'ﬂ n:i.bbltd
celebrating we take all the dis-  otherwise and nation. We are ':“"mnlrﬁtrﬂ;h:ﬂm
comfort and bear them with a  able to laugh and joke and eat letters were written in
smile. To bring existence In an  with our frlends and be with but the e A bet
other wise mundane existence them in an atmosphere of w:m .
we add to it all the preceding = goodness. ) - .- =¥
hoopla. After all where is the Eid Mubarak! | To be continued
'T_ —— e
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Fill out this form and send it to us, and you will be a member

of the Rising Star Club. Send in your writings,illustrations,

and cartoons. It is an ideal opportunity to express yourself
through the print media.
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