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The British Election
As the election campaign in the United

Kingdom enters the final stage, one guess about
which ﬂnwmthemctnnhgrﬂgm

‘as as another. True, a number of opinion
polis have given the opposition Labour an edge
over the Incumbent Tory administration.

However, the consensus appears to be in favour of
a photo-finish, the of close race which
Britain has seen a few times in the past. Not sur-
ly. therefore, sources close to both the
rvatives and the Labour have spoken up
ainst setting up coalitions with third parties.
very reference (o the possibility of a coalition
by party stalwarts suggests that both the organi-
sations are just as conscious as the electorate of
the closeness of the race.

Popular sentiments in Britain touch on several
other issues. As In so many other countries, in
the Industrialised West or in the developing
world, neither Lthe ruling party nor the opposition
in the United Kingdom has provided convincing
answers (o the immense problems facing the
world — the West In particular — in the post-Cold
War era. Prime Minister John Major has certainly
gained in stature in past one year, no longer over-
shadowed by the most prominent back-bencher
of the party, former Prime Minister Margaret
Thatcher. However, the lingering recession
which Labour describes as the longest in 50 years
is inherited by Mr Major. one to which the gov-
ernment s answer remains couched in platitudes
and rhetorics. Some of the unpopular measures,
a;n:h as the poll tax, have not been abandoned ei-
ther.

It is the Labour which has made about-tums on
a number ol Issues partly out of conviction and
partly to placate the public opinion whose overall
rejection of socialism, old or new, can be ignored
anlg at the 'Enrly'_: peril. For Instance, the party
leader Neil Kinnock has made it reasonably clear
that If elected, his government would not repeal
many of the legislations of the Thatcher years
that cut the organised labour unions to size. Mr
Kinnock thus distances himself from a political
f[orce that his potential middle class voters regard
as an frritant. Again, having once denounced the
European Community as a club of rich capitalists
and criticised the United States on issues ranging
from Washington's handling of problems of Latin
America to its lack of concern [or the poorest of
the poor within its own national [rontiers, Mr
Kinnock has now emerged as an ardent supporter
of European unity, a believer in a special relation-
ship with the United States and an advocate for
the private sector. In short, a socialist of yester-
day is talking in the language of a social demo-
cral. moving into the mainstream of European
Folturs dominated such partners of Britain as

rance, Germany, Sweden and Spain. Whether
this kind of about-turn raises questions about the
party's credibility is a different matter. It is all
about winning the election on April 9.

Whichever party wins in the race, the basic
framework of Britain's relations with countries in
South Asia, including Bangladesh. is likely to re-
main unchanged. Dhaka has had good mutually-
beneficial relations with successive Whitehall
administrations. The Immigration issue often
posed problems, but never a major crisis. Perhaps
more can be done in such fields as education and
housing for Bangladeshis settled in the United

dom. A ible increase in the number of
ethnic Asians in the House of Commons and in
local councils would help in dealing with the is-
sues facing non-white immigrants in a ,national
perspective, rather than in narrow sectarian
terms. The process is already on. The coming
election should give it a new welcome boost.

Stopping Defoliation

With every ton of paper that we misuse and fail
to recycle we lay waste several tons of trees by
weight and at least four hundred tons of good
quality water. So is the st with buildings and
constructions. In the brick ns us wood, 25
maunds of fuel Is needed to bum o a paltry
1.000 brick. f

Think of the small cut-ofl district called
Sherpur having 15 brickfields; and each of these
flelds burning 30.000 maunds of wood everyday
during ofl-season. The consumption doubles in

eak season. The Sherpur brickfields may be

urning at least seven crore maunds of green life
to produce its small share of country’'s output of

bricks. We shall all shudder at the thought of how
many billions of tons of trees are eaten up by

brick-making kilns alone.
The prob is not unknown to any on the
level of both policy making and controlling.

Burning wood has been duly banned as a result.
But thth-nureatrlctedtuﬂlunm’ra‘ﬁcn+m
ere Is a

iulm:nll are uired to burn coal or, 2 e
ipeline . gas. A very small part of our
Ean access L0 supply — and as such almost all

the brickfields are supposed to do their firi
work with coal. g o

The brickfleld owners, however, tallor their

abidance law to the needs of how to line their

kets galloping rates of profit. In Sherpur,
or example, the local authority emphaticall
maintains that all over the recent past there h
almost been a glut in the coal depots of Sherpur.
The brickfieldwallah s would not shnp‘z buy coal,
for wood comes so much cheaper for them.

All this, for the moment, boils down to the
simple question of enforcing the ban. First
through persuasion and agreements and then, If
need be, through punitive measures. We are lucky
that the fon seems an easy one over there In
Sherpur. if only the personnel In control there
somewhat less vulnerable to graft, this
no insuperable problem. We cannot

t the green little beautiful blob

Sherpur would present i this
small piece of optimism comes to naught.
everywhere that coal supply is peren-
now then. Then

what? We want very ly to say that coal or no
md to burn In brick-

making kilns anywhere anymore. Our bufldin
cannot be let to outstrip what our la
can aflord and strip it bare. It must be limited not
to threaten the pR-nkai existence of the land.
How to make this work? Can the officials be
pon for all of 1t? Perhaps not. It is
easier to straighten a lamb's hair than to make
oflictaldom free from corruption. Plundering of
tgtuz-;:]w;ﬂhﬂlhtnat:nﬂn he:tnpp:u;‘d
throu the same ple’'s power that brought
about np'l':ﬁ|I ousted Ershad. A n%lc
lly alive to the dangers of defoliation moti-
ted to stop it, can stop it.

t
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HE British E\trll -
I etion  will a :Ilﬂ'-
hanger to the last

Almost exactly |13 years alter

arena because as prime minis
ter Thatcher was remarkably
successful itn Permanently
mw opposition goalpost
while ng to do the same for
her own

parties together
around the centre,
Britain a step nearer
the situation in the United
States where both partics are
commilled to a conscrvative
and the leflt s

marginalised.

more committed o
Community than many Torles
and it accepls privatisation, as

Barrister
Murshed.

Syed Mahbub
| saw him in the

an age, when in the rich juve-
nile imagination, | was trying
to find his

a ,
had a perfect unblemished
face. | got it — it was ‘Shibnath’
of "Shesh Prasna'.

Shibnath has donned

some but his eyes lacked the
hardness of a soldier. His eyes
arc clectrified.

Aflter about four decade, in
him, | am asking

mysell why is it so important
to talk so much about his
looks? It was probably neces-

my

still an enwelo with his
profound influence. To Imilate
nim would be an audacity be-
cause he was an imitable. About

OLITICIANS and analy-

sts in Latin America are

pondering the lessons

of the recent military attempt

to oust Venezuelan President

Carlos Andres Perez, warning

that the incident could trigger

a series of similar adventures
in the region.

They say the coup altempt

in Caracas, which was report

edly provoked by the harsh
economic adjustment policies

imposed by the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) on
Venezuela, could also happen
in Argentina, Brazil, Peru and
olher Latin American countrics
where people are sulfering due

to the same strict economic

programmes.
"What happened Venczuela
could happen again in another

country, with worse conase-
nces,” sald the Sandinistia

newspaper, Barricada, in

"What happened in Caracas
is a for us... a lesson
we should learn fast so we can
prevent similar incidenis,”

Some say the 1l 9 general election will be
the most significant in Britain since World
War Two. Others say it will change

nothing. Almost certainly it will have a
photo-finish. And this time the third party,
the Liberal Democrats, will be a greater
focus of attention than for many years. This
is an election full of imponderables.

Thaicher cleverly called dena
tionalisation, in most areas and
will undo little Conservative
legislation.

Yet there are limits 1o
Labour's

The two leaders,
Kinnock and John
both vulnerable to charges that
they are turncoats. Kinnock
started on the left wing of the
party and ended up virtually
destroying the lefl in his party.

Major served Thatcher in
the economic holy of holies,
the Treasury, and emerged
to undo her monetary policies,

it could be said that as
First of the Treasury and
then as Chancellor ol the
Excheq ready
mmh}wﬂmﬂ-m

This election is full of Im-

. One in the

pack is Scotland. Scottish
Nationalist Party [(SNP) held
only four seats at the dissolu-
tion. but it has enjoyed a sud-
den revival with independence
for Scotland a live issue again.
The Conservatives hold only

with no owverall they
could make de s on
Kinnock or M a condition
ol their support

The nﬂk-l.rﬂ-ml race
has brought en to the cam-

The British general
election on April 9
will be 14th since 1945

candidates indicaies a more
open mind on the subject.
Kinnock has now pledged to
take a look at altermative sys-
tems and this could stop
Labour voters deserting to the

Syed Mahbub Murshed — A Tribute

by Justice KM Subhan

two decades aller | saw him
again, | accepted him as the
only person in my professional
cxisience.

in 1943, when | was a stu-
dent of Calcutla University Law
Coliege, | was lucky to be pre-
sent In the courtroom where a
murder trial was on and tLhe
counsel for the accused was
cross the prosecu-
ton witness. Those days Httle
did | understand the pointing
questions. A few other barris-
ters, young and old, were sit-
ting in the courtroom — one of
whom said “the guestions in-
deed are worthy of a barrister”.
The prosecution witnesses

was delivered. The accused got
a clean acquittal. | saw him
after this in a few other cases.
His questions were cqually
pointing. The witnesses dared
not look at him straight. Still
then | was not very sure if |
would take up legal profession
— but the more | saw him the
more | was convinced that f
there was any worthy profes-
sion it was to become a barris-
ter. [, tll then, saw him from a
distance.

August, 1948 — in the great
Calcutta killings — | had my
first chance of geiting little
close to him. He was then one
of the leading barristers of
Calcutta High Court — a terri-
bly busy practitionér. A reliel
commitice was organized

On the occasion of the 13th

anniversary of death of

Justice Syed Mahbub
Murshed, today, April 3,
the author recalls his as-
socia-tion with the person-
ality in a deeper perspec-

bition Road residence of Khan
Bahadur Ataur Rahman Khan in
Park Circus. The roOm
of late Mr Ismatl — a reputed
industrialist was used as the
ollice. Syed Mahbub Murshed
used to reside then in a flat at
the second [(loor of the
buliding. Within a few days,
legal complications cropped
up concermning those who were
arrested during the ript and
concerning property and fami-
lies ol these persons. | was
entrusted to confact Syed
Mahbub Murshed as | was the
only one in the commitiece who
had something to do with legal
aflairs. | was then a law student
waiting to take the law final
examination which was post-
poned because of the riot.
Alter much of hesitation, |
picked up courage to meet the
legal luminary in his flat but
before | could finish, he came
down with me to the office.
The other members — late Mr
Ismail, late Mr Sayedul Hasan,

which was located at ground- * Poel Golam Quddus and few

floor of the Congress Exhi-

others who were present —

were puzzied over the situation
and were eager to know the
roper procedure to be fol-
in the matter. Very
briefly and within a short time
he clartfied the situation and
told us what 1o do. | saw him,
that day. to frankly discuss
with us the problems and give
as much time as needed
although he could 5
that. He helped m}-ﬂgnuﬂlym
and ungrudgingly. | witnessed
his concern for the alfected
ple — his sympathy and
lp for the people who lost
everything during the riot. In a
short time he became a re-
speciable leader. His succeas
went beyond the legal malters.
Later | saw him as judge of
the Dhaka high Court. In every

]:.r ti;“l wonderful W see

applied legal prines-
ples to facts. His way of looking
at facts and the application of
law stood out from other
honourable judges. He could
fathom even a difficult case in
the shortest possible time His
interpretation and application
of legal principles were sub-
Jects of envy. The sub-ordinate
stall found a father figure In
him when he became the Chief
Justice of East Pakistan

The first blow was struck at
the autocratic regime of Ayub
Khan by the Dhaka High Court
and Chief Justice Murshed was
the author. He excelled him-
sell in analysing and setting
the constitutional issucs that
were raised before him. His
rich language intermingled
with the interpretation of law
— it was like the admixture of
the Padma and the Jamuna.
His superior power of inter-
pretation of legal principles
and fearicss disposition of con-
stitutional matlers once
prompted Ayub to say, "Pakis-
tan was rightly proud of two
things — the cricket team and
the judiclary”. A wonder if
knowing Syed Mahbub
Murshed, Ayub echoed with
Shylock. "A Daniel come to
judgement! Yea, a Danicll” He
was the author of most of the
constitutional case that settled
the rights ol the citizens, the
human and established
the supremacy of the rule of
larw.

Venezuela: A Coup to Start Other Coups?

Noting the motives and circumstances behind the recent failed coup in Venezuela, analysts
in the region warn that the incident could spark off similar military rebellions in other

Latin American countries. Abraham Lama of IPS reports from Lima.

said PMeruvian lawyer Alberto
Ruiz Eldredge, a former
z}rhmﬂ and international

airs expert. Said Brazilian
analyst Newton Carlos: “This is
not an isolated phenomenon.
This is an extension of the
social unrest in countries beset
by an economic crisis, where
the military soldiers have low
salaries, old weapons and
nothing much to do.”

The Venezuelan military
rebels did not only want to
take over the ment, said
Carlos, they were also fighting
against the “low morals” in the

government.
Retired Col. Heraclo
Ballester, wvice-president of

Argentina’'s Military Centre for

Democracy (Cemida), said that
while he did not approve of
the coup attempt in Venezuela,
he respected some of the sup-
posed motives of the coup
plotiers.

“The copp was triggered
the Inflexible adjustment 1:||r:?r
grammes by the IMF
to oblain a surplus for foreign
debt paymcnt. The pro-
grammes impoverished most

Latin Americans,” Ballester
said .

e noted the Venczuelan
ublic's indifference to the
alled putsch, as il they
"believed they would receive

they same treatment from both

& etvifan and milftary govern-

ment.
Most reports of the coup

sald the milltary rebels had
made their move at a time of
greal discontent with the
Venezuelan government's
policies.

In 1989, the cost of living
in Venezucla rose by B8 per
cent while salaries wincreased
by only 30 per cent. This trend
went on for the next two years.

In February 1989, a 100
hundred per cent hike in the
prices of goods provoked
widespread looting of com
mercial establishments. Late
las{ year, students clashed
with the police during rallies
to protest the Increase In
transportation fares.

Not all analysts think the
Venezuelan military tried 1o

his economic programmes.

"1 don't think they launched
the coup only becausc of the
IMF programme. They also
made national and institutional
demands which have to be
analysed,” said Carlos Tapia, a
former Navy officer who is now
an adviser to a Peruvian par-
llamentary commission.

Tapia said not all military
rebellions are fascist in charae-
ter.

“For instance, they say Aldo
Ricco, the head of the Caras
Pintadas In Argentina, is an
uncouth [ascist fanatic. But in
his protests, we [ind some
concepts that neced to be
thought about,” he latd

Retired Gen. " Sinesio
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of Gemdrnd News Service.

| pay him my with
deep sense ol gratl and
respect and close it with the
words of poet Nirmalendu
Goon “With these reminis-
cences come the melancholy,
dew drops on the pages.”

Jarama, who was part of Gen.
Juan Velasco Alvarade's revolu-
tonary government in Peru in
1968, said: "Only the natve can
think the coup was due to the
IMF programme. | think it was
a moral ronouncement
because pmpi would support
adjustment policies, no matter
how stfl, if only they were fair.

But if the programmes im-
poverish the majority and
enrich only a few. then people

get demoralised, discouraged
and impatient.”

Not all military experts
think there will be more coup

.avempts in the region, how-

ever,

"We have closed the chapter
on coups detat In Latin
America,” said Gen. Mauricio
Vargas, second-in-command of
the El Salvadorean armed
forces.

"Democracies to be
understood more. The best
way to make changes in our

system is thro the ballot
hm'hr-ﬂ.u‘h

Lettérs for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
withs double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

address.
Weather reports

Sir, The weather reports
published in the press are

rather dry, and ly provide
any dTl:f —

re from the
monotony of the reports (and
not from the weather, over
which the met deptt. has no
control). The presentation
could be made more Interest-
ing and colourful in the preass

¢ and espectally on TV, with

satellite pictures, charts and
graphs, and other electronic
imagery. There is meore to
weather forecasting than the
mere use of stock words such
as ‘remain dry’, ‘no change'

Graphical representation saves
a lot of wording. During the
recent hot and dry spell, when
people were [retting lor a
change, the weather experts
did not rise to the occasion Lo
appease the hunger for more

inflormation. The TV medium

also is not being properly utl- ’

lized.

Bored cilizen
Dhalan

Old songs

Sir, Because of the ad-
vancement in the field of mu-
sical recording system, nowa-
days, producing and releasing
of a personal or group song
casscites has become an
task. Once It was very dlm
on the of even a reputed
singer to get his/her song
recorded on discs. In the early
days, only the songs of out-
standing singers of this sub-
contineni were recorded on
gramophone records, mostly

on HMV a.

Like elsewhere, almost ev-
ery week new singers’ cas-
scites are being relcased in
Bangladesh. There are some

cine and newspaper
sections which eften review

these cassctles. Lately, a num-
ber of new generation singers
have been si old popular
Bangla wnm- good num-
ber of casseties have also been
released under the title
"Harano Diner Gan.” Some of
these casseites are really fine

— the rendering of the old
songs with modern orchestra
fs excellent and in most cases
the originality has been well
rela :

But recently, | purchased
and listened to a cassctte ti-
tled "Duranta Ghurnir® in

which some popular Iﬂﬂz of

Hemanta Mu have
sung by W R Tawheed and
Zareen A Seema. | do appreci-
ate the inftiative of the singers
but | am afraid their effort to
copy the celebrated singer
Hemanta Mukharjee's songs
perhaps has gone astray.

I think that new singers
should lake necessary re-
hearsals while singing cele-

peﬂtm.]. o lht
ing casseile in
name of old days’ songs. Clarity
and of the composi-
tion should be maintained at
any cosl

M Zahidul Hague
Assistant
Banglades

College, Dhalka.
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