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International
Master Ziaur
Rahman won the
Neplune aclive
chess tlournament
while national
champion Rifat Bin Sattar
finished as the runner up. ’

Zia, who beat Zillur l:hm-n
Champak in the last round at
the chess room of the National
Sports Council yesterday, fin-
ished the tournament with
cight points while Rifat drew
with

to end the cam-
paign with seven and halfl
points.

Last s national cham-
pion Syed Tahmidur Rahman.
Mansur Rahman [Raja,
Arifuzzaman Shikdar, Kalam
and Kazi Mahmuddunnabi
Lenin shared third to seventh
positions with six points each.

Zillur Rahman Champak,
Syed Ruhul Kabir Shiplu and
Mizanur Rahman Labu shared
eighth to tenth spots with six
points each.

Khandaker Kayes Hassan,
Amir Hossain, Reczaul Hugq,
Shawkat Hossain Pallab, Farid

Ahmed, Arman Monir Abdul

Mobin, and SAM Naser col-
lected five points and hall to

share cleven to eighteen posi-

Sports Reporter
tons.

In the more significant
matches of the final round,
Raja, Lenin, Shiplu and Labu
beat Rezaul, Laviu, Shawkat
and Mintu respectively, while
Tahmid, Kayes and Farid drew
with Aril, Amir and Pallab.

Managing Director ol

Zia wins active chess

Nepltune Theatre Limited MR
" Manzur gave away prizes as

the chiel guest. Filty-six play-
ers took part Iin this nine
round Swiss league tourna-
ment.

Cash award of Taka tlen
thousand was shared by the

winners.

Ziaur Rahman won the Neptune active chess title.

Borg resumes his comeback

HOUSTON, Apr i

: Bjorn Borg has
an answer for
those who say he
can't become the
No | tennis

b

Y

player in the world again,
reports AP.
They're right, | couldn’t be

Ne | again.” Borg said. "I'm
just trying to play at the best
level that | can . 1 have no

ﬁﬂa. | fjust want to have some
n u'l{uir.n six months we’'ll

Borg, resuming a comeback
he started a year ago. had fun
on , although he had to
battle before beating feliow
Swede Peter Svensson 6-2, 6-
7. 68-3 in the first round of the
River Oaks international tennis
lournament.

The trademark blond mane
remained bound in a headband
bul the dominating play that
Borg displayed in his prime
has disappeared. 5till Borg
asks only for time and more
matches.

"Who knows, | might play
unbelievable tennis or | may
not, | don't know yet,” Borg
lﬂﬂ.'ﬂlmhﬁhkiq
forward to the next match. "

The 35-year-old Borg dom-
inated the first set, fell behind
1.4 In the second and then
battled back to serve twice for
the match. He was broken on
both serves and had to win In
the third set

I need Lo come o that
point where | have more con

fidence in what 1 should be
doing in those situations,” Borg
said. “That was just an examplc
of a lack of match play.”

Borg was pushed to the

limit by his 17-year-old oppo-

BJORN BORG

Borg broke Svensson's serve
in the fifth and seventh game
of the first set but he fell be
hind |-4 in the second set and
eventually lost a tie-breaker 7-
3.

Leading 54 In the second
set. Borg was broken in the
10th game on Svensson's fore-
hand winner Borg broke
Svensson in the 1lth game
and again scrved for the mmich
but Svensson came back in the

12th game to force the tle-
breaker.

Svensson sald he was
awcsiruck against his child-
hood idol.

"He is the reason that |
staried paying tennis,” Svens-
son said. 71t was very difficult
io play him. He's been my idol
always growing up.”

Borg won 11 Grand Slam
events, including five consecu-
tive Wimbledon titles, before
retiring from the game in
198]. He attempted a come-
back at Monte Carlo a year ago
but was beaten In the [irst
round

Svenason almost pulled off
the upset, too

in the third set, Borg [aced
a break point in the third
gamc but came back to hoild
his serve. He then broke
Svensson in the fourth game
on a backhand error to lake a
3-1 kead

Borg took a 40-15 lead in
the final game and double-
fauited once and then won at
the serond maich with a fore-
hand volicy winner

Borg reached the fnals of
the River Oaks tournament as a
17-year-old in 1974, losing in
the title match 1o Rod Laver

1 think he'll improve as he
plays more,” Svensson sald.
"He just doesn’t miss anything
He stll runs down everything "

Malivai Washington the top
seed and Richey Rencberg is
sccond in the tournament
They play their first matches

on Wednesday

A fishy draw
Sports Reporter

Warl Club and
Chub shared points in
t Firat Division football
league after the allegedly fixed
encounter ended in a two-all
draw at the Dhaka Stadium
yesterday evening.

All four goals came dn the
second hall

Badal Das found the net for
Farashgani in the 58th minute
with a shot from inside the
Warl box (1-0).

Babu drew level for Warl in
the 84th minute (1-1).

Badal Das netted the second
goal for Farashganj in the 66th
minute utilising a defense
lapse (2-1)

Soon alterwards, Aman re-
stored parity for Wart following
a goal mouth melee (2-2).

Wari now have |5 points
while Farashgan| have 12 from
13 outings each.

TEAMS

WARI CLUB : Tony (Totam),
Chanchal, Shoton, Haran, Saad,
Aman, Bobby, Rabbani, Tutul
(Babu), Sudhir and Soyeb.

FARASHGANJ SC -
Humayun, Shibu, Salahuddin
Sr, Borhan, Raju, Das (Mastan)
and Shimul

Referce : Hasem Shikder.

TODAY'S MATCH
Abahani vs Agrani Bank

Asian u-16 soccer
organising body

approves budget |

The MArst meeting of the
newly-fermed organising
committee for the 5th Asian
youth (under-16] football tour-
nament was held at the
Cabinet Room morm -
ing reports UNB.

The Group Three maitches
of the tournament will heid In
the northern city of Rajshahi
[rom May 1 to 10.

Presiding over the meeting,
Law and Justice Minister Mirza
Golam Halfiz, who is also the
chairman of the organising
committee asked all con-
cerned to extend thetr helping

| hands 1o make the prestigious

— T

S Africans succeed in saving
cash-starved Unity Games

JOHANNESBURG

Apr | - Money
from the south
Alrican govern

v banking group
has saved Lhe Alrican Unity

Games, reports AFP

Organiser Danie Malan said
here on Tuesday that the
Cames, which were in danger
of being cancelled through
Inck of funding will go ahead
as planned

The Rrst leg will be held in
Dakar, Senegal, on April 18
and Lhe second leg In
Cermiston, casi of here. on
April 24-28.

The Garmes will mark South
Alrtes’'s official return o inter
national athlectics aflier decades
of aparthed enforced isolation
and will scrve as s warm-up for
the Barcelona Olympics in July

Malan, an executive com
mittee member of Athletic
South Alrica [ASBA) said
bankers Nedbank . had
1.7 million rand 0588
dollars).

The South African govern.
ment will pick up the rest of
the tab, believed to total

around six milllon rand (2.12
milhon dnllars)

He said the Dakar leg would
consist of & one-and -a-half
hour prestige meeting while
the South African leg would
comprise a two-day meeting in
Germiston with a grand open-
ing ceremony o be attended
by International Amateur
Athletica Federation president
Prima Nebiolo

Athletes from all over Africa
would be ting and would
arrive In ‘!nuli Alfricma a werek
before the evenl ta assist in
coaching clinkes.

Malan said it had been de
cided by ASA that South
African athletes would not
sport the tradittonal Springbok
logo, now al the centre of a
blaring row

Filanc cmndlhn groups
the logo. tich depicts En:l’:l
Afriea’s majestic Bushveld
deer, represents for most
black athicltes the dark
decades when they were ex
cluded from national squads
bocause of the colour ul' thetr
shinm

The National Olympic and
Sports Congress (NOSC). ithe

umbrella body for all sports,
favours the use of the Protea
flower as the national emblem
in International meetings. but
the msue has still to de
chded

Nat'l youth
cricket

Sports Reporter

The national youth cricket
championahip is likely to begin
fromm April 10 at six different
venues across the country, ac-
cording to a BCCH source

Fourty-twoe teama including
the defendi champilons
Dhaka [D8A and yORICS Tun
ners-up BKSP will play in the
tou rmuamrme nt.

Dhaka DSA and BEKSP will,
however, play directly in the
final round, scheduled to be
held in Dhaka at a date not yet
firiis et

tourmament a4 success.

State Minister for Youth and
Sports Sadek Hossain, State
Minister for Land Kabir
Hossain, State Minister for
Communication Fazlur Rahman
and Football Federation
President M Siddiqur Rahman
also attended the meeting.

An approximate budget of
Tk 22,651,000 has been ap-
proved for the competition.
The patrons present at the
mecting assured to provide Tk
20 lakh.

In the mecantime recon-
struction work at the Rajshahi
Stadium is going on in full
swing.

Intensive training for the
Bangladesh under- 16 squad is
also in_ progress, the mecting
was informed.

Row over bonus

ROME. Apr |. Genoa's
preparations for their UEFA
Cup semifinal soccer tie with
Ajax Amslerdam were upset

n a row blew up al the
italian Club over bonus pay-
menis on Tuesday. reports
Reuter.

The [tallan news agency
ANSA re a training scs-
sion had to be delayed several
hours while the players met to
discuss their demands

GCenoa are at home to Dutch
chub Ajax in a UEFA Cup semi-

| final first leg on Wednesday

The players later released a
statement v journalists sayi
bonuses olffered by the club d

Sport
Tyson denied bail

— INDIANAPOLIS,

Apr 1: Mike Ty
son lost twice

A court -
ted the former
heavyweight boxing champio-
n*t t to be freed while

he appeals his mpe conviction,
and prison officials reprim-

«rhlm for giving autogra-
pha 1o fellow prisoners, repor-
s AP.

The Indiana Court of
Appeals rejected the request
without explanation in a two-
sentence order. chiel Judge V
Sue Shiclds declined to ex-
plain the reasons.

Tyson's defense lawyer said
the boxer planned to appeal
the ruling to the Indiana
Supreme Court.

Tyson went to prison Thurs-
day aflter being sentenced to
six years for rape and eriminal
deviate conduct. He was
convicted of assaulting a beauty

eanl contestant Iin his
indianapolis hotel room in
July.

Prosccutors had argued that
Tyson's refusal to eat and abide
by rules in prison showed he
might not obey court-imposed
conditions Il he were [reed on
bornd during his appeal.

Marion "County Proseculor
Jeflrey Modisett said he
doubted the statée’'s high court
would review the denial of bail.

He said Tyson was likely to
serve six months to a be -
fore a decision is made on his
appenal. Modisett satd he didn't
consider 's ruling an
indication of how the appeal
would go.

"The court in deciding a
motion Hke this considers
many issues,”~ Modisett said
“They consider the risk of the
person committing the same
offense. They consider the risk
of -

Tyson's defense lawyer,
Alan M Dershowitz said he
would appeal to Indiana’'s high
court” as soon as possible.”

"We're in the extremely un-
fair position of having bafl de-
nied without any explanation,
without any grounds.,” he said
in a siatement.

Mecanwhile, an AFP re Jﬂ
said: Mike Tyson's refu to
cooperate with pribon officials

should be weighed in consi-
dering whether he should be
freed pending a . prosecu-
tors argued

Tyson, in prison on a six-
year sentence for raping, [aces
disciplinary action because he
has been & au s, A
violation of prison rules that
prohibits inmates from ex-
changing objects of value.

The appeals court judges,
meanwhile, were reading trial
transcripts and’ other legal
briefs Tuesday as they consider

The Buily Siur 11

r to override a
court judge's decision to send
Tyson directly o jail.

Tyson's attorney iold the
appeals panel that Tyson would
be willing to accept striet re-
strictions in return for his re-
lease from prison while he ap-
peals his conviction.

Under those restrictions,

MIKE TYSON

his attorney sald the 25-year.
old boxer would agree to be
confined to his Ohio home and
to refrain from meecting with
women he doesn't already
know.

But in a bricl to the appeals

Eendlng appeal

court, prosccutor David Dreyer

questioned whether Tyson
ﬂul-:l obecy any conditions
afler his “refusal o obey sven

of Corrections.

"He told the stafl he wants
to lose weight.” because he s
13.6 kilos (30 pounds) over his
100 kilo (220-pound] fighting
L,” Moore sald.
ui Moore sadd not eating is
“not atypical of people who are
into the (prison) system for
the first time lose their
appetite because ob the uncer
tminty.

Title retained

TOKYO, Apr 1 : Japan
Hiroki loka retained his World
Boxing Association junior-fly-
weight title on Tuesday with a
unanimous points decision
aflter 12 unimpressive rounds

1nlt Noel Tunacao of the

iippincs, reports Reuter.

Toka's lacklustre perfor-
mance In the contest In
Kitakyushi, southern Japan.
did little for his reputation.

Making his first defence
since he beat South Korea's
Yuh Myung-Woo for the title in
December, the 23-year-old
Japanese stayed on the defen-
sive until the fifth round.

He then landed a couple of
firm left-right combinations to
the Filipino's face in the sixth
and eight rounds and was
awarded the fight 119-111,
117-111 and 117-114.

The victory improved loka's
professional record to 20 wins,
nine by knockout, two defeats
and one draw.

Tunacao, 21, undefeated In
his previous 18 professional
bouts, always looked the
“.-kﬂ bm.

Volkov beats
Marsh

JOHANNESBURG, Apr I
Top-sceded Alexander Volkov
of Russia adjusted to
Johannesburg's attitude
Tuesday and beat Clunton

Marsh of South Africa 6-2.6-0 |

in the opening round of the
South African Outdeor Open,
reports AP,

"l found that the ball flies
easily, bounces high and is dif-
ficult to control,” Volkov said
when asked about the mile-
high altitude.

Xavier Daufresne of Belgtum
beat No. 8 Kevin Curren of
Austin, Texas, 1-8,7-8, 7-5 In
a match carrted over from
Monday because of rain.

Gary Mullar of South Africa
beat Gild Bloom of Israel 7-5,
6-1, Kevin Ullyett of South
Africa beat Meil Broad of
Britain 7-8, (7-3) 6-2: Daniel
Marco of Spain beat No. 9 Lars
Jonsson ol Sweden 0-8, 6-1,
6-4, No.

Jordan regrets his naivete

NEW YORK, Apr |: Chicago
Bulls star Michael Jordan
asked for forgiveness for his
I:-:br judgement in choosing

associates afller the League
said on Tuesday its probe of
published reports of possible
gambling found no cause for
disciplinary action, reports
Reuter.

"l hope that | can be for-

n — that | will be forgiven

r one mistake,” Jordan said
at Madison Square Garden be-
jore a game against the New
York Knicks.

Jordan said he showed poor
Lmlgl:rrwnt in choosing some of

i= associales.

"1 am aware that my judge-
ment and lack of knowledge of
the background of these indi-
viduals was very poor.”

‘] was [nnocent and naive. |
let my family down and | let
mysell down,” he said.

The National Basketball
Association probe began after
published reports said Jordan
had written 165.000 dollar in
cheques to goll pro shop
owner Jim Bouler, who has
been indicted for drug sales,
g.lrnbllng and money launder-

., and gambler Eddie Dole,

who was shot and killed in

Jnfd-:n has sald some of the
money was a loan

The NBA inquiry concluded
on Tuesday when Jordan was

MICHAEL JORDAN
interviewed In New York by
Deputy Commissioner Russ
Granik, League security direc-
tor Horace Balmer and former
Federal Court Judge and

Proscecutor Frederick Lacey,
who was retained by the NBA
to help in the investigation

*The situation has been in
vestigated with complete ¢o
operation [rom Michael and
his attorncys, and Judge Lacey
has assurcd us that there ap
pears to be no reason for the
NBA to take action agains!
Michacl,” Commisstoner David
Stern said in a slalement

"We've also been advised
that Michael is nol the subject
of investigation by any law en
forcement agency.’

"However, in light ol Lhe
fact that there is an ongoing
investigation regarding other
individuals, it would be inap
propriale 0 comment further
excepl to say there is no evi-
dence that Michael hll Pl
gambiled on NBA games.”

"Micharc| has advised us that
he understands the gravity of
the sttuatibns and that if he is
not more careful about his as
socialions, it can reflect ad
versgly on his Jellow players
and Lhe entire NRA -

He has assured us that he
will be more careful about
ll'mu associations in the Ry
ture.”

Olajuwon back in action

HOUSTON, Texas, Apr 1| :
Houston Rockets centre
Hakeem Olajuwon returned to
the lineup on Tuesday in a
107-10]1 loss toe the Los
Angeles Lakers aflter being
suspended for allegedly faking
an injury to gain leverage in
contract lalks, reports Reuter

The Nigerian seven-time
All-Star was allowed to return
aflter the National Basketball
Association board of governors
voted on Tuesday to watve the
rule that a player must miss at
least five games once he is
placed on the suspended list.

The special walver, re-
gquested by the Rockels, re-
quired the approval of at least
21 of the league’s 26 teams.

Results of the vote were not
released, a Rockets spokesman
told Reuter

The team suspended
Olajuwon on March 24,
General manager Steve

Patterson claimed Olajuwon
faked a hamstring Injury alter
the team refused o rencgoti-
ate his contract, which runa
through the [994-85 acason
and pays US 3.8 million a year.
Although Olajuwon had been
suspended for only three
mes he had missed a total of
alter saying he was Injured
on March 17.
The Rockels lost all five
games without Olajuwon.
in his return, Olajuwon
chipped in 20 points and

pulled down |8 regounds in
the losing eflort, which
dropped the Rockets three
games bchind the Lakers in
the race for the eighth and fi
nal Western Conference playolf
spot.

Olajuwon returned o prac
tice on Monday, saying his leg
felt well enough to play, but he
added he hoped: to be iraded
at the end of the season be
cause of the allegations made
by the tleam's management

‘I'm coming back for my
teammates and the fans, but |
don't want te play for the
Rockets next season. | don't
want to work for a company
thal questions my inbtegrity.’
Olajuwon told reporters
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Cig
Fermandez 6-7 (7-9). 6-2, 8|
in their first round match and
Ines Gorrochategut of

Asrgentina beat |Sth seed Patty
Fendck 7-8, 8-3.
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in another fist-round “L‘]U HHUL‘J :

match. 10th seceded Nataha

Today's Cryptoquip clue: E equals B

ﬂz-u-n-l nruuwt TheC p is a substitution cipher in which one
States was
by Amertcan l:tﬂtrntlmhhtmnthﬂ.lfmﬂurﬁmltllqudlﬂ,lt

equal O throughout the puzale. Single letters, short
mdalndhmdsusl an youdmm
locating vowels. "iuluﬂon is by trial a

Julie Shiflet in the et

but turned on the aggression
o win 78 [7-3), 6|

Participants of the Neptune active chess Lournament seen with

1 the guests at yesterda
evening s awards ceremony at the NSC e

—Star photo




