Upazila

CoMiLLA

Police constable
beaten to death

e A g ks
, mpparently mis-
laken as a dacoil, was ten
to death by trate public afler a
bus was at Nowtala in
Chandina upazila early hours
Tuesday, reports UNB.
Witnesses sald a group of
eight dacoits in the guise of
passengers overpowcred fellow
travellers of the Chittagong-
bound night coach, looted
valuables worth about Taka two
lakh at gun t and escaped
amidst cry for help by those
robbed.
dr:l,: it was sehri time, hun-
of le responded to
the call nl the distressed pas-
sengers and came out of their
house to chase the dacoits who
fired several rounds of shot

while escaping.
But the ple managed to

caught hold of one youngman
and beaten him to death

him to be a dacoit. Later, the
victim was identified as Sabbir,
a police constable of
Chittagong range. Sahbir who
was In plain cloths was going
to Rajshahi on transfer.

MANIKGANJ

Diseases leave
500 cows dead

Apr 1: Caltle diseases that
broke out in an pro-
portion killed 500 cows and
attacked 2000 others in the
last fortnight in the district,
reports UNB.

Local people said cattiehead
with various discascs are being
smuggled into the country
from across the border causing
spread of the discase.

When contlacted the district
livestock officer said a few days
back a truck load of Indian
cows were seized of which 50
per cent cows were found dis-
eascd.

He feared that if the au-
thorities do not stop smug-
gng of Indian cows #t would

very tough for livestock de-
partment to check the dis-
eases.

MAGURA

Housewife
- Kidnapped,

violated

..n.“:."ni:’“““"”“"”“s.@ﬂ“':
rgapur in r
uparila of the district was kid-
napped and wviolated by [ive
youngmen of the area last
week, reports UNB.
According to family sources,
the victim Salcha Khatun (25),
wife of Asmot Mollah of the
same village was kidnapped
from her room at dead of
night. They took her in a field
and violated her foretbly.
Police said Salcha was re-
covered with severe Injuries

with the Sreepur puh':uth\

in thia connection bul none
was arrested so (ar

RaJSHAHI

Contraband goods
worth Tk 35.35 lakh
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roundup

BOGRA
3 killed, 4
injured in
clash over
land dispute
From Our Correspondent

Apr 1 : Three persons were
killed and 4 other injured in a
clash over property dispute in

j of the district.
persons were Saiful
Islam Mantk (28), Anwar
:’Eﬂ“.l!n (25) and Shakidar
of vil Chatuadompara
Taltola of x upuilrp

Four injured persons had
admitted to the Shibganj
Upazila Health .

A case had been lodged
with i police station In
this re !

BRAHMANBARIA )
Sangbadik Sangstha

executives

Apr 1 : A nine-member ex-
ecutive commitiee of Jatiya
Sangbadik Sangstha,
Brahmanbaria unit was formed
at a meeting held here re-
cently with Rabtul Islam in the
chair.
According to a press re-
lease, M A Mannan and Md
Emdadul Hogque have been
clected president and general
sccretary respectively of the

urdt.
KUSHTIA
Twelve houses

Newly married
housewife beaten
to death

Apr 1 : A newly married
to death by her husband at
Dhulanda in Tala upazila re-

Dacoits kill

businessman
Apr 1 : Police recovered a

" body of a local businessman

from Baropara forest near here

Tucsday last. reports UNB.
The was identified as

Salim Uddin Mridha of

!

|
]

i
i
E

g
l

¥
{1
!

|

l§

Demolition of
sculpture
‘Projonmo'
protested
r |

Ap . Bammilite
Sangshritic Jote, Sarbodoliya
Chhatra Otkya and Ghatak
Nirmul Committee jointly
brought outl a procession In the
lown Monday o protest the
demwlition of the sculpture

'PNT!_‘ &l the Carmichacl
College premises, reports
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Bylhet: Police recently detected a
this connection with some medicine making material and equipment.

el

spurious medicine factory and arrested three persons in

— Star photo

_Drought hits farm output

KURIGRAM, Apr 1 : The

agricultural production of en-
tite Kui district has been

Ku
affected d t
since vaﬂlm'w.ﬁﬂ
problems.

As a result, the fate of more
than 1,50,000 agricultural
families of the district has
become uncertain.

Following the last year
Nlood, the farmers of the dis-
trict sowed Rabi-crops, IRR],

Boro. and jute out all their
hopes have nipped in the
bud due to prolonged drought.

While visiting some villages
of Kurigram Sadar uparila
Ulipur and Nageswar upazilas
of the district this correspon-
dent found that about 40 per
cent |RRI, 45 per cent Boro,
60 per cent Rabi-crops were
damaged and tfiny jute ts
dried up and become ish.

The water level has also
gone down. Consequently,
deep tubewells and power
pumps are not functioning sat-

isfactorily. Ordinary tubewells
are also not fu This

correspondent found that the
village women fetching drink-
ing water [rom the distant
places, from wells and tube-
wells. Ponds, canala, becla,
haors of the area hawe, dried up
causing cracks in the felds
and also hampering fish culti-
vation. The cultural day
labourers and have

become unemployed.

This correspondent also
found the farmers sitting un-
der the trees instead of work-
ing In the fields for saving
themselves from excessive
heat,. Whereas, In the past
years they were found en
in the flelds and the sound of
full-throated “vatially songs"
was heard.

The other problem of agri-
culture tn this arca is that
characteristics of soil have
changed due to excessive use
of sciefitific manures instead of
organic and green manures.
The [armers told that produc-
tion had decreased inspite of
using scientific manures. Cow-
dung used as manure from the
ancient time. is being used as
fuel. Consequently, out of the
contents of different chemical
ciements of soil, zinc and sul-
phur are going to decrease
rendering adverse effect on

the agricultural products.

The agricultural experts
opined that, to get rid of this
probilem excessive use of cow-
dung should be used. Besides
this, the farmers with their
outdated ideas of culttvation
eannot face the challenge of
drought and uncertain climate.
in this regard Lthe agricultural
officials of the area are not
playing noticeable role in gear-
ing up their activities.

Hence, the fate of more
than 1.50,000 farmer families

of Kurigram district have be-
come uncertain confronting
multifarious problems of agri-
culture.

The neem trees |In
Kurigram, Rangpur, Gathandha,
Lalmonirhat and Nilphamari
districts ol Greater Rangpur
are being destroyed due chiefly
to lack of proper ortentation,
plantation programme and
maintenance.

The region was once rich in
neem tree. There were count-
less neem Lrees in the vast [al-
low land of the region. But
most of these trees are decay-

In the villages the use of
twigs of the neem tree as ef-
fective tooth brushes was In
vogue and the leaves were re-
moval of blemishes on the
skin. Necm tree may be effec-
tive in combating malaria that
has resistance to the most
widely used anti-malarial drug
"chloroquine”™. It may also be
uscd as pesticides.

Traditional use of the leaves
of the neem tree, or the fruit,
has all but died and we have all
fallen victima to the “hard sell”
approach of g

The experienced circle,
opined that the people should
be @iven advice to grow neem
trees methodically. The gov-
ernment should take Initiative
to expand neem ilrees under
expert guidance without delay.

39,000 farmers deprived
of agri-credit

GAIBANDHA, Apr | : About
39,000 farmers under Bang
ladesh Rural Development
Board (BRDB) and Gaftbandha
Co-operative Bank did not get
agriculture credit.

The said Anancial nstitu-
tions of the district yet to im-
plement the exemption of
Taka 5,000 agriculture loans
despile government direction

Co-opera
Bank are facing untold difMeul-
ties In getting fresh loan as
their accounts are yet to be

scitled through exemption
According to a rellable
source, a tolal of 18,007 farm-

ers under BRDB are yet o
exemption of Taka 8, .
Because Taka 10.33 crore are
still lying o those
borrowers. The farmers
could not recetve fresh loans
from other rommercial banks
as they are still treated as de-

multers.
of such bands are yet
o the government

From Our Correspondent

direction of writing off the
agricullure credit up to Taka

5,000.

Landiess peasants of ‘Nijera
Karf' a volun tion
under Palashbari upazila
brought out a protest proces-
sion on March 213 and paraded
main roads. -

The processionists iIn-
formed that an influencial man
of village Jhapore Rishikesh
Barman in trying to implement
his jll-motive to remove one
Ramchandra Keru, a member
nisation from his

leaschold property.

With a view to materialising
the plan, Rishikesh prepared a
fake deed and fNeld case with
Palashbart Magistrate Court.

Protesting the matter the
mbmuﬁlwt-m~
sion and demanded withd rawal
of the case

Seven persons were Injured
in a clash between two rival

supporters of BNP Gaftbandha
district unit on March 23.

The iIncident originated
from the council session of
BNP Sadar Upazila Unil. Soon
there ensued exchange of hot
words and Immediately started
ransacking. The matter In-
stantly spread in the town area
where supporters of two
groups started exchange of
brick batting. It one stage,
chasing and counter chasin
took place with lethal a
deadly weapons. In which
seven persons received in-
jurtes including senior VP
Abdus Samad Azad

At the evening Chhatra
League, Gafbandha unit brought
oul a procession protesting

ransacking of shop of Chhatra

I? worker.
lice howcver brought the
situation under control

although police took indiffer-
ent atti on the issue ear-
Iter.

Spurious drug factory

detected, four held

From Our Correspondent

SHLHET, Apr | : A spurious
by the police in Sylhet town on
recently.

According te a police
source, on getting secret in-
formations, a police party from
the Kotwali station went
to a house of Subidbazar area of
the town and detected the fac-
tory. They recovered spurious
medicines of different brands
worth about Taka 1.50 lakh
from the lactory. Some equip-
ment used in manufacturing
the medicines were also Tound
there

The police during the raid,
arrested Md. Alamgir, Director
[Owner) of the factory and two
ol his accomplices named Jalal
Ahmed and Shamsul Alam.

The Owner, Alamgir hails
from Jessore and the rest are
from Kishoreganj, the police
source informed,

It ts further learnt that the
said persons used 10 manufac-

l'l.lndlﬂeumk.ﬁﬂlnfw
to

medicines and supply
a section of medicine traders

of the remote areas of Sylhet

for long at rates.
A case in I connection
had

with the Sylhet Kotewail pobie

station. Further investigations
had also been going on, the
source added.

Housewife beaten to death
A housewile succumbed to
her injuries in the hospital on
March 21 last.
According to the reports,
one Makhan Miah and his fam-

ily membe | Lalkha
Thrlﬂ.! uudl:r: ;yll‘v;tn.;dm up-

azila were pressing on
Khairunnessa, wife of Makhan

Miah for bringing mo from
her father for r';'ﬁlln::lr pur-
poses for long.

In this connection, a few
days back Khairunnessa was

given a good beating.

The Buily Shar 9

Two killed in

in yet another incident,
Asad Al (23] a motor worker,
injured seriously in & road ac-
cident at Majampur on Lhe

Scparale cases have been
filed with the local police

e —
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Ghost!

JHENIDAH, Apr 1: A

mysterious fire and

brickbatting believed to be
the act of ghosts damaged
properties worth aboul
Taka 20,000 at Pai in
Kaliganj upazila F , Te-
ports UNB.

According to villagers,
bricks were started
dropping from unknown
directions in different arcas
on Friday night which could
not be traced oul
immediately.

Later fire was secen on
rooftops of several thatched
houses and heaps of straws.
The fire soon took a
devastating turn causing
exlensive destruction to
households and other
valuables.

Fire Brigade from the
local station rushed to the
spot and brought the fire |
under control.

On hearing the news,
thousands of people from
neighbouring villages
rushed to the spot to see
for themseives the extent of
devastation caused by the

ghostly aflairs.

Alter tion, it was
revealed that the bricks
were thrown by a little giri

Niklt (12), daughter of
Rustam AN allegedly under
the influence of a ghost.
Family sources said the
girl was behaving abno-
rmally since the so called
influence for a long time.
But the origin of the ﬁn.-l
could not be ascertained

yet.
Educationist
dead

RAJSHAHI, Apr 1: Fazlur
Rahman, an educationist and
father of Rajshahi City Mayor
Mizanur Rahman Minu, died of
old age aflment on Tucsday. He
was 85, reports UNB.

Late Rahman did his ma-
triculation from Rajshaht
Collegiate High School iIn
1928, BA In 1832 ([rom
Rajshahi College and double
MA from Calcutta University in
English Literature and
Philosophy in 1934 and 1936

respec :

He also joined the World

War 11 as an official of the Civil
Defence Department of the
then British Government.
" Late Rahman left behind his
wife, three sons, a daughter
and a host of relatives to
moummn his death.

Public graveyard

Inaugurated

JHENIDAH, Apr ):
Commissfoner M M Al-Faru

inaugurated a public
al Hartnakundu F:I'l-'!'l'd head-
ong. o ' T

Paddy under pest attack
Farmers unable to buy

* pesticides

graduate courses as earlier as
possible.

The decision was Laken at a
of the raing
with Prof Md ullah MP in

the chair.

The mecting felt that in
view of the demand
of the students of the locality
particularly of Haimchar

upazila, northern part of
Faridgan] and nﬂu'mlcrl of
Bhederganj upazila of dis-
trict. The neced for opening
degree course had become
unavoidable.

A commitiee for implemen-
tating degree course has been
formed with educationist and
;hihnthm;-hl Al-haj AWM

oaha Mia (Ex-Principal of
Chandpur Government Colle
gel as convenor.

it may be mentjoned that
the Puran Bazar WS
established In 198] at local
initiative and has been
as an intermediate college
since then.

Rectified spirit openly

used as alcoho]
From Our Correspondent

KISHOREGANJ, Mar 3] :
Rectified spirit is being freely
consumed as alcohol the
youths in the district town
causing moral degradation.

Residents complained that
addicted young people buy the
spirit from homeopathic doc-
tors and take it as alcohol by
mixing water. d

It is alleged that some dis-
honest homeopathic doctors
inspite of having licences to
practise and manulacture are
sclling the spirit to the addicts
at exorbitant prices.

As per government rule, N-
cences for rectified spirit are
only issued to the bonafide
homeopath practitioners and
homeo-medicine manufactur-
ers,

it may be mentioned that
there is no liquor shop In the
district but it is openly sold In
the town.

Meanwhile, drug addiction
among the youth has Increased
here causing concern among
the and guardians.

hool and college students
make the largest group of ad-

dicts, it is learnt.

House rent has increased
manifold at Kishorgan| town
due to acute shortage of ac-
commodation over the last few

Fresh pledge to consolidate country's sovereignty

From Our Correspondent

SATKHIRA. Apr | The
Independence and Nallonal
was corlcbrated here with

the mosques, temples and
churches the prosperity of
the country

Pabna
Our Correspondent (rom

Pabna reports  Independence
Day was oelebrated at the dis
irict tlown and clee where of
the district with befitting
AT

In obacrvance of the day, a
day-long programme was
chalked out lll'ﬁl' by the dis-
trict administration, students

Sangskritik Okkyo Joie and
other organisations placed Mo
ral wreaths at the Shaheed
Minar in the morning

A colourful parade and
march pasit were held at the
local stadium. The police,
ansars, VDP, boys scout. girl
fuides and students of local
schools participated in the
march past

Special prayers were of
fered for the salvation of the
martyred Freedom Fighters of
the Liberation War of 197].

Pabna Press Club arranged a
discussion mecting on the sig-
nificance of the day Anwarul
Hug, Abdul Matin Khan,

Pal. Krishna Bhowmik,
Abul Hossain Khokan, Matinul
Hassan Matin and others spoke
on the occaston. Another dis-
cuasion meecting was also ar
by the local Ploneer

Club at the club premises
which attended by a large
number of

The speakers at the meet:
ing paid rich tributes o the

memory of the martyrs for
their supreme sacrifices in the
Libcration War. The speakers
also prayed for the salvation of
the departed souls,

Narayanganj
Our Narayangan| corre-
spondent says : people of
:I:pn:ln-num:dth
with a befitting manner.
The day's began
with 31 gun fire in the mom-
ing. National was hoisted
atop all the ings of the

clude discussion meeting,
musical soiree, exhibition of
football mateh, documentary

film show and special prayers.
The Leo Club arranged a

discussion on meeting at the
local Wellare Centre. The
founder president of Leo Club,
Abdus Salam was present on
the occasion as chiel guest

The discussion meeting was
largely attended by the local
PP KURIGRAM

Our Correspondent from
Kurigram reports: The Inde-

pendence and National Day
was observed in the district in

lhﬁn?m.
The day was begum with
booming of 21-gun salute,
piacing of wreaths at the
Shaheed Minar. and Shaheed
Smriti Saudha and of
National Flag atop all
and bufldings

day s main attraction
m.cﬂmﬂpﬂiﬁh‘h
ansars, VDP
scout, g@irl guides and school
children

Bestdes, discusston meet-
ings., seminar, cultural show,

sports competition, food dis-
tribution and special prayer
were also held to mark the

§



