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Palestinians
prefer neutral

site for talks

NICOSIA, Apr 1: The

Palestinian team o Amab [arach
pence (alks Tuesday sald it was

opposcd o IHH"II'!' bilateral
negotiadons from Washington
w the Middle East but would
setile for a neutral aite, re-
poris AFP

“We support any neutral
gound and we are
move Lthe talks to Europe if we
make progress in Washington”,
Palestinian spokeswoman
Hanan Ashrawi said in an in-
terview with the Arabic ser
vices ol Radio France
Internationale (RF1)

o |

LONDON, Apr | : Libyan
television described the UN
Security Council resolution on

Tuesday itmposing sanclions
against Libya as unjust and un-
fatr, Reuter

"The Council adopted today
an unjust and uniair resolution
drafled by the American ad

ministration, Britain and
France.” said the television
monitored by the British

Broadcasting Corporation
BBC)

The Libyan television dre
scribed the sanctions as a vio
lation of intermational law
saying the Resolution had been

the
Ashmawi said in the inlerview
monitored in Nicosia.

adopted within the context ol
the American administration
and its wesiern allies’ control
of the so-called UN Securily
Council

The talks cannotl take place
in the region because it is al
heart ol the confllict,

A marble bust of

Yugoslay leader Marsh has disappeared
from the main hall of the federal parliament building here,
the Borba newspaper reported Wednesday, AFP says [rom

Borba said parlamentary employees were unable to explain
its disappearance, while the parliament’'s speaker and

secretary general declined lo comment.

A Serbian member of parllament said the bust may have
been placed under protection for (ts “reservation as a
historical monument.”

Tito was President ol the Yugoslav Federation from the end
of World War Il until his death in 1880.

Pindi may send food to Kabul:

Pukistan is considering sending food aid o hungry civillans in
Kabul bui wants guarantees that nonc will fall into the hands

Pant of it lasppasts

of its ment foes, a Forcign Ministry spokesman said
Tuesday, Reuter reports from Islamabad.
*This request on humanitarian grounds Is being

considered favourably and sympathetically by the government
of Pakistan, particularly as it came from the United Nations.”
the spokesman told a news briefing,

The Aighan mment of President Najibullah has
appealed through the UN for 100,000 tonnes of wheat lo

leviate severe shortages in Kabul and other central and
weslern areas.

Giving aid to the Afghan capital could posc problems for
Pakistan, which has been the main conduit for weapons and
cash aid to Alghan guerilla groups during 14 years ol war

Brown defeats Clinton: scr srown

defeated front-runner Bill Clinton in Vermont's Democratic
caucuses Tuesday night, while President Bush coasled
unchallenged through the state’'s Republican caucuses, AP
reports from Montpelier

Brown, a former California governor campaigning as an
outsider, called it a strong showing against "what has been
the front-runner,” Clinton lamented that he had been cast in
the unpopular role of insider because of his carlier victories

Clinton’'s Vermont vote was running bchind that ol
Democrats who preferred to remain uncommitted

With B3 per cent of Vermont's 245 cilies and lowns
reporting. Brown had 45 per cent of the vote, Clinton 16 per
cenl. Uncommitted Democrats accounted for 25 per cent
Paul Tsongas, who has dropped [rom the campaign. had 9 per
cent

L

IMF lﬂudﬂ RHSEIB: The International
Monetary Fund praised Russia for its tough economic relorms
Wednesday and took a major step towards making Moscow
eligible to borrow billions of dollars in IMF loans, Reuter
reports from Washington

The IMFs board agreed to give Russia a three per cent
stake in the fund when it joins the organisation. probably late
next month. That would make Russia eligible 1o borrow aboul
US dollars 4 billion annually from the IMF to support its
reforms.

Floods claim 53 in China: spring oo

caused by rainstoms in the central Chinese province of
J 1 have killed at least 53 people and injured 513, the
‘s Daily said Wedneaday, Reuter reports from Beijing.
Noods have left 100,000 people stranded, submerged
about 186,00 hectares (440,000 rpt 440,000 acres) of land
and destroyed 45,000 houses, the ncwspaper said
“This is the most rain that Jiangxi has received during this
period since 1904.° it said.
Provincial party and government authorities have
mobfilised more than 900,000 people to fight the floods. 1t
added

* (] " -
Jamaica's new cabinet sworn in:
Jamaica's new Prime Minister PJ Patterson swore in his 15
member cabinet on Tuesday. keeping the same linc-up as his
predecessor Michael Manley, rcports Reuter from Kiangston

He announced thal he would switch their portiolios later
this week bul government spokesmen later clarified his
position, telling reporters he was keeping ministers in their
posts but was switching some departments from one ministry
o another.

Paiterson made dome minor changes, making himacif
Minister of Development and Information and bringing

former Attorney General Carl Rattray, dropped in a January
shuflle. back into the cabinet

Kohl reshuffles
cabinet

on rebellious Kurds,

BONN, Apr |: German

Chancellor Helmut Kohl has
nervously reshullled his cabi-
net and risked accusations of
anti-semitism to try 1o end off
political embarrassment in two
state elections on Sunday, re-
ports Reuler

Kohl Gerhard Stol-
tenberg as Defence Minister
on Tuesday over an arms
export scandal that threatened
to worsen the already weak
chances his Christtan Demo-
crats ICDU) have in the the
Northern state of Scleswing
Holstein.

Last Friday, he sailled
straight inio dispute with the
Jewish community over shun-
ned Austrain President Kurit
Waldheim in a move scveral
Ogrman and foreign critics
said was clearly aimed at
winning support among antl-

serritic L-wing volers.
sadd CDU state
were sullering be-
cause of his ministry’'s [aflure

to block a shipment of 15
tanks 0 Turkey afler parita-
ment banned it In protest
against Anakara's crackdown

“1 have told the Chancelor
today that | wish to resign as
Defence Minister. | wanl to
avold to the COU and
the government™ Stoltenberg
told journalists

His parliamentary Stale
Secretary Ottfried Henning
automaticaly left the Defence
Ministry with his departing
boss.

In a surprise move, Kaohl
lunched with Waldheim in
Munich last Friday and n':#‘r:}y
attacked Jewish leaders n,
as widely expected, they criti-
cised him for i

it s upto me as Chancellor
o decide who | meet here in
Munich with my Friend
(Bavartan state Prime Minister
Max) Strefbl, he said Wehn
asked about Jewish protesis
against the meeting.

Even the lunch was
private, it make Kohl the first
Western leader (o meel
Waldheim since Weslern stales
began shunning him in 1986
over about his role as a
Beutenant in Hitler's occupa-
thon army in the Blakans.

AFP adds from United
Nations : Main poinis of the
resolution imposing sanctions
on Libya voted by the UN
Security Oouncil here Tucsday

The Security Council reaf
firmed Resolution 731 ol
January 21, 1983, calling on
Libya to cooperate fully with
international investigations
into the bombing of a Pan Am
airliner over Lockerbie,
Scotland, tn December 1988
killing 270 people, and said 1t
was decply concerned that
the Libyan Government has
still not provided a full and el
fecttive response to the re
quests” in that resolution

It sald it was “convinced
that the suppression of acts ol
international terrorism, In
cluding those In which silates
arc directly or indirectly In

volvéed, is ecssential for the
maintenance of international
peace and security *

It reallirmed that “every
slaic has the duty w0 refrmin
from organizing, investigating,
assisling eor participating in
terrorist acts in another state ”

It determined that the
“Imilure by the Libyan govern
ment o demonstiraie by con
crele actions, s renunciation
ol terroriam. and in particular
its continued fmilure 10 re
spondlully and cllectively to
the requests in 731, constitule
a threal o international peace
and security.”

It decided that the Libyan
government “must now comply
without any further delay” with
requests for documents under
Resolution 731

It decided that the Libyan

T

MOSCOW: Russian President Boris Yeltsin (C) puts his
signature to the federation treaty March 31 in the Kremlin,

Moscow. Leaders from

18 gut of the 20 autonomous re-

publics of the Russian federation signed a new treaty to-
day, the only exceptions were Chechenia and Tatarstan

who have declared independence.

Russia signs
treaty with

ethnic regions

MOSCOW, Apr |: Russia has
signed a treaty with most of its
main ethnic regions to prevent
the country splitting up. but
celebrations were marred by
accusations ol involvement in a
bloody rebellion in the north
Caucasus, reports Reuter.

As freworks lit up the
Moscow night sky on Tuesday.
scveral people were reported
killed in the breakaway repub
He of Chechnya as forces loyal
to President Dzhokhat Dudayev
stormed the local radio and
television centre, brieflly occu-
pted by armed rebels.

A state of emergency was
declared in the republic,
which proclaimed its inde
pendence from Russia last
November alter resisting an
altempt by Moscow to decploy
more Lroops there.

Itar-Tass ncws agency said
about a dozen people were
killed in the latest violence. It
quoted a senior Chechen par
Hamentary official, Zelinkhan
Yandarbiyev, as blaming Russia
for supporting the rebels.

Russian President Boris
Yeltsin shrugged off the refusal
of Chechnya and powerful
Tatarstan to join 18 other re-
publics In signing a federative
treaty, developing more politi-
cal and economic power,

“Russia was, is gnd will be
united,” he told delegalions
from the republics, regions
and districts that make up his
sprawling country at a cere
mony in the Kremlin's ornate
St George's Hall

— AFP/UNB photo.

International

"UN Council sanctions against Libya unjust' :

government mus! commit it

assistance Lo lerrorist
that 1t must

It decided that all states
shall “deny permission o any
aircraft 1o take off from, land
in or thetr territory i n
is destt o land In or has
taken off from the territory of
Libya., unless the particular
Mmght has been approved on
grounds of humanitarian need -

It prohibited members or

their nationals w
“any aircraft or com
ponents 10 Libya, the proviston
of engineering and mainte
nance servicing of Libyan air
crall or components

UNITED NATIONS, Apr |:
The United States, Britain and
France, mainstays ol the suc-
cessful anti-lraq coalition,
falled Tuesday to win ringing
endorsement of sanctions

against Libya for refusing to
surrender suspects in the

bombing of Pan Am flight 103,
reports AP.
The sanctions resclulion

squecaked by with only onc vote
more than on the 15
nation cou — a disappoinl-

ment for the US, British and
French sponsors who sought
more affirmative votes 1o en-
hance the sanctions’ moral
L
Deapite their vigorous lob-

Cresson resigns?

PARIS, Apr 1: President
Francois Mitterrand met early
Wednesday with Prime
Minister Edith Cresson, the
unpopular leader of a faltering
government that was expected

to undergo a major shake-up

| later in the day, reports AP.

There was strong specula-
tion that Cresson had offered
her resignation Tuesday after-
noon during an unscheduled
visit to the presidential palace.
She made no statement to the
press.

Her meeting with Mitter
rand, which began at 9:30 am
(0730 GMT), was widely
expected o be her last as
Prime Minister.

It prohibited states from
P ng Libya or their na-
tionals any arms and related
materials. the sale or
transfer of weapons and am
munition. miltary vehicles and
equipment. paramililary police
equipment or paris

|} member stales
or thetr nationals from aswist
ing in training related to the
manulacture, maintenance or
use ol or w adviar
Libya on maticrs

It decided that all states
will “significantly reduce” the
evel and staffing of dipiomatic
misstons in Libya and o con
trol the movementis of those
who rematn in Libya

It decided that member
stales will prevent the opera
tion of all Libyan Arab atrfines
ofTices.

Big 3 fail to win
broad support

bying. the voie lo Impose
sanctions was 10-0, with five
abstentions on the |5 nation
council which represents |75
members of the United
Nallons

The sanctions — avialion

and arms and ex
pulston of Libyan diplomats —
o go into effect IS. They

are legally binding and en
forceable through military ac
von, If neccasary.

Resistance came [rom Lhe
Third Werld: China, Cape
Verde, India. Morocco and
Zimbabwe, which all abstained
The Arab League, lslamic
Conference and Arab Maghreb
Union, all urged the council to
hold off on sanctions.

British ambassador Dawvid
Hannay dismissed reporiers
s aboul a sertous divi-
slon on the council, saying
“International terrorism is dil-
ficult to grapple with™ and
saying some nations had “some
measures of disagreemont
about the speed and the ea-
sures taken.”

Libya is to be punished with
sanctions il it does not turm
sver two su in the Pan
Am bombing cooperate in Lhe
French investigation in which
four Libyans have been
charged, promise o pay com

jon and prove that it no

nger supports lerrorism

CIS talks closer military
contacts with NATO

BRUSSELS. Apr 1: Defence
ministers from [ormer Soviet
republics on Wednesday strode
through the doors of the NATO
military alliance to meet for
the first time with their
Western counterparts, reports
AP

“its historic,”
Defence Minister Relus ter
Beek as ministers (rom
Easiern Europe gathered at
the headquarters of the 16-na-
tion North Atlantic Trealy

sald Dutch

| ters of

"For the [irst time, minis-
what were once the
adversarics are now mecting
not in an atmosphere of con-
frontation as always has been
in the past but in an almo-
sphere of cooperation.” said

| ter Beek.

The gathering drew to-
gcther delence chiels from
more than 30 nations, rangl
from the United States an
Canada in North America o
the far reaches of the former
Sovict territory.

For most it was the first
time they had set foot in the
Western alliance,

Azerbatjan’'s deputy delfence
minister, |. Kasimov, looked
hesitant, but Maj. Gen,
Roustam Akhmedow, the de-
fence minister for Uzbekistan,
amiled as he was escorted
through the main entrance by
NATO Secretary-General
Manlred Woerner, a lormer
German defence minister.

Before the meeting opened,
US Defence Secretary Dick

Chency shook hands and chat-
ted briefly with Col. Gen. Pavel
Grachev, aide to Russian
President Boris Yeltsin. The
two ollicials met privately on
Tuesday.

The meeting was designed
to set out a programme for
closer military contacts.

The allies were expected to
offer to set up seminars, work-
shops and other meetings so
the newly independent nations
could learn basic lessons in

ME arms talks
in May

WASHINGTON, Apr 1 : A
sccond round of multilateral
Mideast ¢ lalks on arms
control and other issues will
be held tn May but it is unclear
what parties will attend, the
United States said Tuesday,
reporis Reuter.

State Department Depuly
Spokesman Richard Boucher
reaflirmed the US view that
Palestinian exiles should be al-
lowed to participate in those
aspects of the talks dealing
with refuges and economic de-
velopment.

is raises the possibility of
renewed conflict between the
United States and Isracl.

Boucher told that
on May 11-13 the workin
group on arms control wi
meet in Washington and the
working group on economic

durclnﬁmcnl will meet In

Even so, their talks were
likely to be overshadowed by
Western concerns about the
fate of some 27,000 nuclear

s on the territory of the
former Soviet Union.

The NATO allies were ex-
pected to seck assurances
from former Soviet republics
that thousands of short-range
nuclear weapons would be
moved to Russia and a large

On Tuesday, Chency re-
cetved fresh promises by three
republics —Russia, Ukraine
and Belarus — that they would
abide by an agreement to ship
their tactical nuclear arms to
Russia by July 1.

Ukraine's defence minister,
Col. Gen. Konstantin Morozov,
whose country suspended
arms shipments in mid-March,
said the transfers would be re-
sumed, according to a senior
US defence official. Morozov
did not say when.

Cheney alse met with
Grachev and Pyotr Chaus, act-
ing defence minister for

The defence mecting is the
latest in a serics of cfforts by
the Western alliance to bring
its onc-time encmics in the
Soviel-led Warsaw Pacl closer
- but without letting them in
as members.

All but two of the former

Sovict hes — Kyrgystan
and Turkmenistan — were
represented.

My wife

NEW YORK, Apr I
Democratic presidential lroni
runner Bill Clinton says if he |s
elected president he would
wani his wife, Hillary. to hold
a high-level position in his
administration, reports AFP

The Arkansas governor wis
asked Monday al a campalgn
stop in Milwaukee, Wisconsin,
how he would use the lalents
of his wife, one of the nation’s
most powerful ers, If he
were clected president.

"First of all, | would very
much like her to work in the
administration, somehow, have
a real area of responsibility.”
Clinton said at Milwaukee area
technical college, adding. I
think she’s qualified to do any
thing' .

“There's a world of thing
Hillary could do in a very high-

it decided that to deny en-
:?.ﬁn-r expel Libyan natwonals
have bern expelled from
other states because of thelr
trrvolvernent In terrorist activi-
tes Il requestied members Lo
repert o the Secretary
General by May 156, 1992 on
the measures Lhey have taken
o meet fona set out In
the Resolution passed Tuesday.
It decided (o appoint a
commiltee made up of all
members of the council to
recommend measures In re-
sponse to violations of the
Resolution and to consikder ap-

The Buily Shur 5

Peres appears to
win in Israel's
first primary

JERUSALEM, Apr |:
Former Labour Party leader
Shimon Peres on Wed
appeared 1o win the No. 2 slot
on the party's list [for
Parltament in a slow an-
nouncement of results berause

_uf.mltrhluu.rtpurtl

‘With just a rter of the
votes counted after Tuesday's
balloting lsracl radio said
Peres was in the lead.

Party leader Yiizhak Rabin
was clected in separate voting
last month, and Tuesday's
primary seclected candidates

m;w-l of Mights into Libya for
e | Ler- Ly 'ﬂd-.

It decided that the Security
Counctl shall every 120 days,
or sooner ahould the situation
require, review Lhe sanctions

lor slots 2 through 46,

More than 65 per cent of
160,000 party members cast
ballots, choosing among | B0
candidates for the slate iIn

israel’'s first open primary

Record

YWOOD- British actor Anthony Hopkins holds up his
Oscar shortly after winning the Academy Award for best
actor on March 30 at the 64th Annual Academy Awards

ceremony. Hopkins won for his performance in Silence of
the Lambs™ AFP/UNB photo.

Bonus day in space

SPACE CENTER. Houston: Atlantis’ astronauts used a bonus
day Wednesday to gather more data on the atmosphere, pho
tographing Earth's lustrous halo and measuring the fragile
osone layer, reports AP

The shuttle originally was scheduled to land Wednesaday
But NASA on Sunday extended the mission to Thursday to al
ow more cxperimenis

It looks like it's going to be a greatl extra day. It's going to

just be a wonderful finish for the mission,” mission manager
Marsha Torr wold the crew ol seven
The ninc-day mission is the first shuttle fMlight devoted to

studying the atmosphere

On Wednesday, the astronauls ook mcasurements of the
ozone layer, the shicld against harmliul ultraviolet rays Lhat is
being destroyed by manmade chemicals.

HOLLYWOOD: US actress Mercedes Ruehl poses with her
Oscar on March 30 shortly after being awarded the Acade-
my Award for best supporting actress. Rueh]l won for her

performance in "The Fisher King."

— AFP/UNB photo.

is qualified to do anything : Clinton

level of the administration, he
said, reminding his audience,
"you've ﬁ to get me in before |
can gel her In.

Clinton sald if the were
elected, the couple would de-
cide what her role should be,
then they would tell the
American people and cjhﬂ!
them time to get adjusted to
it

Hillary Clinton is a partner
in the prestigious rose law
firm based in Arkansas' capi-
tal, Little Rock.

Clinton's democratic rival
Jerry Brown has questioned
whether the governor [un-

nelled state m-uneL to his
wile's firm. The couple has de-
nied the charge.

Clinton, who last week was

trying to limit public debate

with Brown, is now changing
his strategy and looking a
maximum chance of l'-::'lnsnﬂ

his ritval, with the [irst
of his proposed series of
matchups set for Tuesday be-
fore the crucial New York pri-

mary on April 7.

| think it's important that |
have as much direct contact
with volers as possible and
that they to know mec as a
person”, glrl'nl.nn sald in ex-
plaining his campaign stra
shift iIn a TV Interview ear

are looking up’.

“There’s a little rule in -
ties — you never debate a chal-
lenger until you're a loser.
That's the ecategory he's in

now”, Brown said Tuesday.

The two democratic con-
tenders will Arst debate on ur-
ban issues, then go head-to-
head in a TV debate televised
lm.

Also , demoerats in
Vermont will designating
|5 democratic convention del-
egates in Causcuscs.

Brown is expected o win
the most delegates, despite
Vermont Oovernor Howard
dean's su ol Clinton.

AP : Americans wonder
whether Bill Clinton has been
tréated fairly in his presiden-
tial bid, but many say theyre
still not sure they could trust
him to do the right thing as
chiel executive.

During the campaign,
Clinton has been bufleted by

allegations aboul his Vielnam-
era draft status, his marital fi-
delity and his recent admis-
sion that he tried marfjuana
while a Rhodes Scholar at
Oxford University.

In a New York Times CBS
poll  releaseed Tuesday,
Clinton's support among
Democratic primary volers
jumped from 28 per cent to
51 per cent in the last month,
but reservations about his
character persist.

Sixty-seven per cent said
they would like lo sec some
one eclse enter the race. And
Clinton still had a 28 per cent
negative rating among
Democrats and a 41 per cent
negative rating among all vot-
ors.

Rival clan
factions battle
in N Somalia

NAIRODBI., Kenya, Apr L:
Rival clan [actions in northern
Somalia’'s nominally indepen-
demt Somaliland Republic bat-
tled for three hours with guns
and mortars, aid sources said
chmndq.hﬂpnﬂ;.ﬂ;d

The clash on Satu . In
the northern port of B:rL.-rl
between subgroups of the re-
gion's majority lsaaq clan
ended by early evenjpg and
there have been ne reports of
major fighting In the

Somalila Republie since,
according to the sources.

The sources, represenia-

tives of aid groups in radie
contaet with staff in the

So nd Republic, spoke on
ct they not be identd
fled :



