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There will be rellefl among a cross section of
people here, especially in financial and
circles, that the stage is set for refloating the
Bangladesh branches of the defunct Bank of
Credit and Commerce International (BCCI) under
a new name and with a reorganised capital struc-
ture and equity participation {rom the govern-
ment as well as private financial institutions.
Proposals in this regard presented by the Finance
Ministry, some based on recommendations by the
Bangladesh Bank (BB), served as the basis of the
endorsement of the plan by the Cabinet on
Monday. Although much is lﬁ'udy known [rom
the report published in this paper on Tuesday on
the operation of the new proposed organisation, a
full picture, one that leaves no room for any
ambiguity. will emerge when the authorities have
made a statement in this regard.

In taking this decision, the authorities here
have [ollowed the example set by several other

countries, the latest case being that of
Pakistan, where BCCI operation had suffered the
same fate as it did in Bangladesh in July last year
The long delay of ten months in working out a
plan for salvaging the bank caused great hardship
to BCCI depositors and account holders, which
was only partly relieved by some welcome mea-
sures of the central bank to provide advances to
depositors through the Agrani Bank and other
steps. Nolwithstanding the complex situation
faced by the authorities here in dealing with the
suspended bank. one wishes that the process had
been expedited. There were indeed indications —
perhaps even leaks—{rom relevant quarters about
prospects for the revival of the bank, sometimes
under a new name, through a merger with an
existing nationalised bank or under a new formula.
At some point, perhaps months ago, a full state-
ment by the Finance Ministry would have been
most helpful, especially in removing the mood of
uncertainty which prevailed in the banking sector
and In restoring the credibility of the government
among financial and trade circles.

There are many lessons to be learnt from the
dismal and what one may say. the sordid BCCI
saga, at both international and national levels. In
the process, we must admit that while the top
management of BCCI indulged in outright crimi-
nal activities, the Bank of England and several
other central banks failed in their own responsi-
bility in monitoring what was going on in BCCl's
various branches. at different levels, especially
from the mid-eighties. It is, therefore. important
that all the central banks in countries where this
organisation had been in operation. including
Bangladesh, make a thorough evaluation of their
own lapses, of their own acts of omissions and
commissions, which had allowed the ill-fated
BCCI to conceal what we now regard as illegal ac-
tivities behind almost audacious public relations
exercises, from making "useful” high-level ap-
pointments to befriending presidents and prime
ministers in developing countries, including —
we are sorry to say — Bangladesh.

In the case of this country, such an evaluation
may be particularly tmportant in the light of the
pressing need for overall reforms in the banki
sector. A recent report published by this paper h
focussed on several problems, such as the burden
of bad debts and undercapitalisation. facing the
country's financial institutions, The trading circles
may well say that the entire banking sector is in a
state of stagnation, if not in a crisis. It is obvious
to all, most certainly to the Finance Ministry, that
privatisation cannot gain the necessary momen-
tum unless the banks, nationalised as well as the
private ones, reflect a new sense of purpose and
dynamism, prompted by new guidelines from
relevant authorities. Here, we have passed the
stage of making policy declarations couched in
impressive rhetorics. With the stage set for reflo-
ating the BCCI operation, the time is now for
action that revitalises the entire banking sector.

'It Takes Life to Love Life'

Jamaican Prime Minister Michael Manley is
manly in ways more than being merely masculine
— tall and fair and never up. At sixty-seven,
at the peak of his political power and popularity,
he has suddenly decided to step down and hand
over aflairs of the state to life-long aide Patterson,

The reason he has given for that is certain to add -

to the glories of an active dutiful man. He is not
keeping fit, he says, and a bait with pneumonia in
1990 has gradually been restricting him to an 8-
hour working day. This he is not ready to accept
as he Is convinced anyone In his position should
work 16 hours a . This Is certainly new as a rea-
son for resigning from such high oflice. Many be-
fore Manley had as long a working day as he—star-
ting from Alexander to Napoleon to Aurangzeb —
the special breed among homo sapiens we now
call workaholics. Alexander died at less than half
of Manley's present age. Counting out his two ex-
fles, Napoleon took two furloughs from work—one
that was imposed on him by Nelson forcing the
former to become an Egyptian, and a Muslim to
boot, and the other that allowed himself in defe-
rence (o his late-in-life first-found true love with
Polish t charmer Marie Walewska—the resul-
dallance leading Inevitably to his rout in Aus-
. Aurangzeb, we feel. simply didn't have the
choice Lo retire or fight less. He couldn't have hand-
ed Hindustan over to anyone specially when it
was in such a horrible mess that he and the Marat-
has could manage to reduce into between them.
What, however, Manley hasn't said, but s nev-
ertheless widely believed. i1s he Is going to be
married soon after his self-tmposed retirement.
Not quite in the King Edward VIII fashion — true.
And. may be, not very far from it either. Shall not
we call it a very manly deed indeed?
Whatever may be said about Manley's resigna-
tion. it is clear that power hasn't corrupted him.
he has served his small nation — in and
Is he also abandoning that all to
worship and glortfy love in the form of a woman?
Dickinson who had said, "It
. Is Manley's decision a
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PHILIPPINES PRESIDENTIAL POLLS

-| No Sce

Emelda Much of a Chance

by A 8 M Nurunnabi
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“When poor men have been induced to forget what rich have wrought, even an accused thief may

sneak in. At this stage of the race, in

January last. What had
prompted the former Pirsi
Lady to seck the

Stnce returning from exile last
November, she had been egged
on by cheering crowds mobi-
lized by her own supporters.
The admiring throngs gave her
the tmpression that she stands
a good chance to be president
Mast importantly she beleved
that winning the election
could allow her Lo escape the

ﬁrn\mﬂn bid to prosecute
on corruption and embez-

zlement !
Reaction }rum the Filipino
media to Imelda's announce-

ment had been hostile. Her
detractors take comfort in the
fact that both her status and
clecloral environment have
changed during the past six
years. Unfetlered and critical
media have replaced the
‘crony press” thal spoke no
evil of her for a decade, She (s
no longer the wife of an all-
powerful president. but a mere
citizen.

A spokesman for President
Acquino had ecarller dismissed
speculation that she' might be

forved to sech re-clection in a
“war of widows™ contest She
later conflirmed her decision
o step down and endorsed
residential candidacy of
ormer Defence Secretary
Fidel Ramos, who saved her
from six coup attempts. Why
was the President endorsing a
soldier to succeed her?
Because the retired 1
the cleventh hour™ o help re-
store and preserve democracy,
she said.

President Coraron uine
had taken due notice of the
decision of Imelda Marcos o
enter the presidential race.
Few would rale the chances of
the former First Lady, now out
on bail, as even reasonable [But
with all the money she can
pump inte the campaign, she
-;wm d;i:;um in the con
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Besides Imelda, whose ex-
ceases arce the stufl of legend,
the other contenders are i)
Cojuangeo, who labours under
the cloud of having been
Ferdinand Marcos' leading

‘crony capitalist.” (H] Carcver
officer Ramos — his loyaity o
etvilian rule s stifl L
though he helped ignite
Manda's " o "
and no's most crucial
ally. lhl:: ::ﬂrl. the mnmlluential
Bpea in lll'l.ﬂl to
Ive down hnmm:- a
wire pulling 1 politt
cian and Cojuangeo buddy
Deapite Mitra's faflure 1o win
the President s endorsement,
he continues o control the
dominant L D P Party, the
countiry's besl-olled political
machine He commands the

tender; (v) Jovite .
with solid credentials, »till
commands wide respect, but
weighed down by dewindling
sources of campaign funds; (v)
Viee -Prestdent Laurel; [wi)
Jovial movie star Joseph
Estrada; and (vil) Former
Immigration Commissioner
Miriam Deflensor San

nomi pro-Acquino,
have spent more time atisck-

other words, almost anything is possible.
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ernment’s
“pragmatism and Oexibility”.

stabiltzation programme is
expecied Lo succeed Il the
administration that will come
alter Cormzon

ticking loudly in Canada
towards the country's

big day of decision. This will
come in October, when the
voters of Quebec decide in a
referendum whether they want
to stay in a changed form of

federation or become an

independent state.

Many eflorts are being made
to convince Quebeckers that
the 20 million people in the
rest of Canada want the six
milllon, mainly French-speak-
ing. people of Quebec to
remain in this federation.

In Toronto bumper stickers
are being pasted on cars that
say, "My Canada includes
Guebec” — and say it in both
offictal languages. But the eyes
of Quebec politiclans and
newspaper columnists are on
the federal government in
Ottawa, to see whal powers it
is prepared to hand over 1o the
province.

In March a report by a
committee of 10 Senators and
20 MPs [rom the three main
federal parties contained im-
portant recommendations for
"a renewed Canada.”

The first reaction by Quebec
premier Robert Bourassa was
dismissive, but it is likely that
the Beaudoin-Dobbie report
(named after its co-chairmen)
will be the = point for
crucial negotiations this sum-
meT.
A constitutional crisis is
nothing new in Canada, and
most people proudly say that
compromise s a Canadian
virtue. Indeed, the country was
[ormed by compromises 125
years ago, when four provinces
— Nova Scotia, New Brunswick

ard of modern Quebec
and Ontarto — agreed to fed.
erate.

They were facing the threat
of absorption by an assertive
United States which and just
survived a civil war and was In
an expanding mood.

The irony is that, il Quebec
were (o scparate from the rest
of Canada in the Ninelies,
there is a fair possibility that
the US might [fulfill 1ts
“manifest destiny” all these
years later by swallowing the
smaller Atlantic provinces of
Canada,

Federations are by nature
something of a balancing act,

Canada.

Clyde Sanger writes from Ottawa

W
Crucial talks over the future of Canada take place this summer. The starting point is a
pqr!mmgnmry committee report just published that recognises Quebec as a “distinct so-
ciety” with its own language and law and offers it control over cultural affairs. Six million,
mainly French-speaking, people of Quebec have been demanding separation from Canada.
If that were to come, many fear the US might swallow the smaller Atlantic provinces of

Quebec

the

with powers held by
provinces being offset by fed-
eral powers.
In 1867 a balance was
struck that gave the provinces

wide powers, control the
sectors of health and education
(there is no national university,
as there {s in Australia), and
also natural resources Includ-

ing forestry and mining.

But other subjects have be-
come important, about which
the Fathers of Confederation
never dreamed: for example,

the envirenment and broad

Cultural subjects became
important for Quebec, when s
lcaders saw the French lan-

under threat from the
t Englishness of North
America.

As well, after income tax
was Introduced, the [ederal
government acquired more
weight through its spending

r. Last year, notes the
udoin- ¢ Report, about
35 per cent of [ederal spend-
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Sir, we would lfke to draw
the kind attention of the
Covernment of Pakistan,
Islamabad as well as the
Embassy of Pakistan, Dhaka (o
its Visa Section which has
been | lar in functions in
issuing Visas to the Visitors
desiring to proceed to
Pakistan since Scplember last

year.
It had ever been the official
formality of Pak Embassy,
Dhaka that they at first had an
interview with the visitors and
then put initlal on their pass-
ports and asking them to come
after one month with PIA tick-
ets for Visa. Pulling initlal on
passport virtually meant grant-
ing of Visa. Bul the present
Visa Officer of Pak Embassy,
é"‘lhh is not 80, as be-
. and on the contrary they
have adopted an attitude of
asking the visitors to submit
affidavit, sponsorship
passport photocopy

and national identity card etc,
without prior notice. Il the

Letters for publication in these
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

(address.

columns should be

condition of presenting these
documents is actually a [act
and conneclied with the

n of Visa formality,
then the authority concerned
ecould put a circular at least on
its notice board for general
information.

Mcanwhile, although the
Visa Officer pul initials on the
passports of visitors coming
out successful In interview and
asked them o come afler one
moth with PIA ticket, but sur-
prisingly they were refused
visas and suddenly asked to
produce the above mentioned
documents without any reason.
The number of such frustrated
and disappointed visa seckers
can well be B00. They [ace a
great trouble as they pur-
chased high priced PIA tickels
as per direction of the Pak
Embaasy.

Even on receipt of the doc-
uments as mentioned above
the concerned Visa Officer did
not issue visa forthwith but ask
them to come again afier 2/3
months. After 2/3 months
when the poor visitors rush to
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ing has been In arcas of
provincial jurisdiction.

Other provinces besides
Qucber have resented the way
Ottawa can change their
programmes or priorities by
dangling its gold in a different
direction,

S0, how to strike a modern
balance between Otlawa and
the present 10 provinces?
PMerre Trudeau made 1wo
major atiempls as prime
minister.

in 197] Quebec premier
Robert Bourassa first accepted
the “"Vicloria Charter,” but
then revoked his agreement
when he gol home and some
cabinet ministers wold him he
had not own enough ncw pow-
ers.

In 1982 Trudeau pushed
through a Constitution Act,
creating a Canadian Charter of
Rightd and Freedoms and
amending the 18687 Act in
other ways.

Unfortunately, Rene
Levesque, then Quebec
premicr, was not involved In

the final stages of complex
talks and refused w sign the
agreement.

When Brian Mulroney, a
Quebecker like Trudeau., be-
came prime minister in 984,
he sct out to “bring Queber
into the constitutional family -

But his Mecch Lake Accord
fajled in 1990 for several rea-

sons: the deal had been
hatched in secret by the
premiers; 1t had tignored

This was a turning point in
Quebec, eapectally in the eifte
circles that set opinion tn the
province, They were convinced
the rest of Canada had
them. Quebec’s iclevision sta-
tons replayed many times a
scene of some bigots in a amall
Ontario town stamping on the
feur-de-lys flag of Quebec.

The ruling Liberal Party in
Gucber produced in January
1991 a study tiled A Quebec
Free to Choose, calling for the
transfer from Otiawa of power
in 22 felds, including foreign
policy and native affairs.

This Allaire Report would
cmasculate the federal gov-
ernment, but Premier
Bourassa's chiefl Heutenant,
Gilles Remillard, is still calling
it “the point of reference” for
his governmenil.

From Ottawa's int,
the Beaudoin-Dobbie report is
the realistic point of reference.
It oflers Quebec |and other
provinces, if they want it] an
impresstve list of extra pow-
ers, in particular control over
cultural aflairs.

And 1t firmly grasps the
nettde that has stung ecarlier
negotiators when It says
Quebec is obviously a “distinct
society” and has to have pow-
crs o protect that distinciness
in language and law.

But the report has had to
deal with other pressure

the authoritics
deal ear to

the issue adopting a dilly-dally-
ing policy which, of course, is

the seelion,
concerned tum

a matter of greal regrel and
certainly not In the rules and
regulations of visa,

It may be mentioned here
that during the period of
General Ziaul Hagq, erstwhile
President of Pakistan, it was
casy for Bangladeshi nationals
to obtain Pakistan! visa.

One more point of disgust —
asking only PIA tjcket from the
visitors,before granting them
visa |s an aulocratic atlitude
depriving others. Why not
Himan or other airlines
ticket?

M Z Aram and Wajid All

Segunbagan, Pahartall,
Chittagong.

Golam Azam

Sir. Prol Golam Azam is now
talk of the wwn. A Gono Adalal
[people’s court] has recently
passed verdict lo the eflect
that Mr Azam’'s crimes during
the war of liberation deserve
capital punishment. On the

. Banglad

to Mr Azam to enter and stay
in Bangladesh when he is not a
citizen of this country? First of
all, the personis] responsible
for granting ‘tllegal’ permission
allowing Prol Azam lo stay in
esh despite contro-
versy, should be asked. Prof
Azam |s claiming that he never
lost the Bangladeshi citizen:
ship. Well, If it is true, does he
pn-r:‘-;n the Bangladeshi pass-
po i

Jamaat-c-lslami, Bangladesh
is claiming that the present
government made a commit-
ment to grant citizenship to
Prof Golam Azam within a po-
Htical pact. | don't believe iKl
the government could enter
into such an agreement with-
oul considering the legal com-
plicacles concerning Mr
Azam’'s citizenship lssue.

Ope question, whal would

ave happened, had Prof
lam Azam supporied Lhe
other side?

In my opinion, this case
needs legal treatment. | think,
the verdict of the Gono Adalat
together with the govern-
ment's contentions should be
referred to a committee of
learned Judges from both the
sides 1o find out legal solutions
to Prof Golam Azam case.

M Zahidul

Assistant sOr,
Banglades Agricultural
Institute, Dhaka.

nuit and Indian population —
have an inherent righl{ 1o self-
governmen! within Canada,
and in suggesting specific
steps 10 make it into a reality.

And it wants to make radi-
cal reforms to the present
appointed Scnate, which fs
often called "a retirement
home” for political loyalists.

It suggests the Senate
should be elected by propor
tional representation al fixed
intervals (probably every six
years] so that its members
would tend to differ markedly
from the ruling party in the
Commons. Western Canada
would ltke this more than
Quchec.

Now the bargaining begins
between Ottawa. Quebec and
the other provinces. So far,
Mulroney has kept out of the

ture since his Mcech Lake

— and also because his
popularity is at a record low.

He has left the heavy work
to Joe Clark, whom he dis-
placed as Consecrvative leader
nine years ago. Clark comes

from Alberta, where the
Reform Party leads the polls
and pushes the line of no spe-
clal roncessions to Queber

His opposite number is
Robert Bournssa, who is also in
a tight eorner. He is tethered
w the Allaire list of demands,
and knows that many of his
Liberals are sovereigntists
while he remains — at least for
now — & lederalist.

He also has W face the
scorn of J Parizeau, the
scparalist leader of the Parti
Guebecois, who dismisses the
federal moves as “buflloonery.”

The PQ opposition cur-
rently leads Bourassa's Liberals
in the polls. And Bourassa is
commitied to holding a refer-
endum on the sovereignty
ssue Iin October.

In July Ottawa s put on
a lively 125th hml'nﬂ;ru:nr,
and Queen Elizabeth is coming
— but not crossing the Ottawa
river to The mood Is
bleaker than the last big party,
the centenary in 1967, when
she and milllons of others
went to Expo ‘67 in Montreal.

Nobody compares Canada o
Yugoslavia or the former Soviet
Union. But many people are
facing seriously the prospect of
a break-up and a thought
which was unthinkable in the
bubbly days of 1967, that
Montreal may not be part of
Canada much longer.

— GEMINI NEWS

CLYDE SANGER is a former
Director of Information at the
Commonwealth Secretariat. A
Journalist in Britain, Africa and
at the UN, he has lived in
Canada since | 967.

fOPINION

Why be Apologetic?

Your correspondent, Mr
Ziaur Rahman Khan, in his
item published in the Opinion
column of The Daily Star on
the 21st March, appeared
apologetic and wished to shy
way from being termed
"sccessionist”, Why? Successful
sccession is no crime in law
just as successful coup d'etat
itsell becomes the source of
lawful succession to statc
power. Failed coup just as un-
succeSsful secessionist move-
ment may be condemnable.

Historically, it Is a lact that
there was a seccssionist
movement in East DBengal or
East Pakistan during the pe-
riod from 1047 to 1971. The
documents ol the Agartala
Conspiracy Case which had
been dubbed by Mujib as the
Islamabad Conspiracy Case de-
spite ample authentic docu-
mentary evidence which many
of us took for granied as
Mujib’'s assessments, may not
necessarily be laken as the
only prm?’nf existence of the
movement. There are host of
others as well. Another authen-
tie document is the book
‘Freedom Movement of
Bangladesh— 1943 (o 19073:
Some Involvement’, written by
one of RAW operatives and a
long time close friend of
Shetkh Mujibur Rahman, i
Sen Oupta. He was onc ol the
rarc Bengall speaking Indian
Central Intelligence organisa-
tion's Research and Analysis
Wing (RAW)] man ([(working in
East Pakistan since early
19608 and died In 1986). Yet
another proof is ready In an-
other document, Inside RAW'
written by Ashok Raina, being
himsell a senjor retired RAW
official. These documentary
books were published not be-
fore 1971 but long mfter the
1971 Indo-Pakistan War,

On the issue of secession of
East Pakisian, in addition to
the Pakistani and Indfan
sources, there are Bangladesh

source documents as well |

know, at lcast, of three other
proofs. First, during the 1965
India-Pakistan War, the Shetkh
had not only refused to con-
demn India but also insisted
on the then East Pakistan
Governor Abdul Monem Khan
to unilaterally declare inde-
pendence éf East Pakistan
right at the moment of the
war. | am sure the would
be available in some old docu-
ments at the Bangabhaban.
Secondly, Shelkh Mujfb’'s onc
of the still surviving close
[rends has confl to me
that since 1947 Mujib had
been involved in the secession-
ist movement based at Caleutta
where on a number of ocea-
sions this person, recently
turned into a friend of mine,
was also presenl. The
Sangbad of Dhaka In its
June 1972 issuc has yel an-
other prool of Mujib’s involve-
ment in the secessionist
movement. The lssue of the
daily gqueoted Mujib saying
clearly the previous day in a
public meeting at the then
Ramna Race Course [now
Suhrawardy Udyan), "1 knew
well before that the Pakistan
Army would torture you all,
and you would then tlake
shelter in India, and India
would come to your help. Did
all these come about without
any prior plan? No. | had made
all the prior arrangements”
("Ami janiam Pakistan Army
tomader upor atlachar karbay,
tomra sabal Bharte rhk{-p::.
ITharat amader sahajya :
eshab ki amnite hhilo,




