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600.more attacked

16 die of diarrhoea

BARISAL, Mar 31: Diarrhoea
clatmed nlntnul:::lldtod-y
l"l\n-dm in fstrict
where discase has bgen
spreading since March 20, re-
ports UNB.

Offictals said the death toll
from diarthoca rose to 16 in
the district till today (Tuesday)
when about 600 people were
attacked by the disease in
cight upazilas.

A report from Patuakhali
said death toll rose to six till
today in the district where
more than 200 people were
attacked by diarrhoea.

Officials said the worst al-
fected arcas are Bakergan)
upazila of Barisal district and
Bauphal and Dasmina upazilas
of Patuakhali district.

According to health ofli-
cials, scarcity of pure drinking
water is the main reason for
the of the discase.

They also reported shortage
of ORS (oral rehydration salt)
and feared rapid escalation of
diarrhoea in the region.

Health Directorate in the
capital admitted the outbreak

in Barisal

from hundreds of
trines on both sides of the
canals. "This is the major
problem we are facing every

in those districts®, Dr

combat the disease. Adeq
medicines, doctors and ORS

are being sent for the treat-
ment of patients. Mobile medi-
cal teams are already working
and their number will be
raised to meet the situation.

: Jamaat
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tion.

Jamaat sources said the
Shura instructed the party
leaders to consolidate the or-
ganisation and remain defen-
sive, with preparations, against
the opponent forces.

The Shura, according to
sources, also reviewed ijs rela-
tionship with the ruling party
and observed that it had failed
to honour f{ts commitment
given earlfer to Jamaat.

Party sources said during
the coming session of the
Jatfya Sangsad Jamaat would
be critical of BNP but would try
'not to upset the political bal-
ance'.

The Shura leaders also ob-
served that ‘the tssue of Golam
Azam was raised in a planned

The Shura in its resolution
released to the press urged
the government to release Prof
Golam Azam unconditionaly.
Condemning the arrest of
Golam Azam the central body
said by arresting Golam Azam
the government had surren-
dered to the 'anarchists and
terrorists’.

The Shura , in its resolu-
tion, also observed the 'Gono
Adalat’ was the part of a con-
spiracy to divide the nation.
The Shura observed the spon-
sors of the 'Gono Adalat’ want
to implement a hegemonistic
blueprint by leading the coun-
try to violence.

Petrobangla
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rise in gas reserves the report
entitled “Perspective and Key
Issues (1990-91)° says: “Since
gas is a non-replenishable
natural resource its effective
utilisation for our economic
development and increasing
of gas reserves through accel-
crated exploration eflorts need
serious consideration by our

cnergy policy makers”.

However, Petrobangla, the
corporation that controls the
country's two gas production
companies, boasts a
‘phenomenal growth’ in pro-
duction from a meagre 6
MMCFD (Million Standard
Cubic Feet Per Day) in 1960 to
580 MMCFD at present).

Since 1960, eight of the 17
discovered gas fields have been
brought into production
stream. Presently six gas fields
and one oil well are under
production stream. Two gas
wells namely Chhatak-1 and
Kamta- | have watered out.

The cumulative production
of condensate since 1960 has
been 27.19 lakh barrels till
December, 1991.

The only oil well that was
struck and went into produc-
tion in December 1986 pro-
duced 4.32 lakh barrels till
December 1991.

Disenchanted people
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nege its pledge, they argue.
“The promise was with the
Kashmiris, not with Pakistan.”

Two operations continue to
fuel anti-India feeling. One is
the cordoning of localities for
flushing out militants. The se-
curity forces have to surround
large areas because the houses
in the city sit upon each other
on the edges of lanes and by-
lanes. Searches are close and
severe, Even when some sus-
pects are arrested, the comb-
ing process aflects the inno-
cent and leaves a trial of bit-
terness behind. '

The other operation is the
questioning of suspects.
Interrogation centres have
their own rough and ready
methods to find out who is a
militant. There are instances
where the suspects have been
for more than 15 days at a
stretch, although the [arthest
limit is only three days. Still
worse is the treatment meted
out to hundreds of visitors, in-
cluding women and children,
who wait outside the interro-
gation centres for hours to get
a five-minute interview with
the detenues.

| visited one of the interro-

centres, fronically over-

king the I:itturcuquc Dal
Lake. | was literally mobbed.
Everyone had the same tale of
woe to tell: somebody's hus-
band had been picked up,
somebody's brother, some-
body's son or somebody’'s fa-
ther. All of them wanted their
relations back and pleaded in-
nocence on their behall. Some
al they had been turned
back, even when they had been
intimated about the day and
time for the interview, because
they had refused to pay moncy.

Several thousands have
been detained and released in
the last two
are still in jafl without trial.
Nearly 40 have died in custody
and as many as 62 remain
unaccounted. No amount of
orders by the state high court
has elicited the names de-
tenues from the authorities. In
fact, there arc scores of ver-

dicts which remain unimple-

mented because the govern-
ment is reluctant to comply
with them. The judgements by
the high court bench in
Srinagar are called by some
“the Lahore bench judgments.”

However mu the atmo-

one s is the
re of the intelligentsia,

years. Some 3,500

who constitute the braintrust
of militants, to have peace.
Their one formulation asks
New Delhi to issue a statement
that "all must seck a peaceful
and final settlement of the
Kashmiri prgblem which must
be acceptable not only to India
and Pakistan but above all to
the people of Jammu and
Kashmir.” The formulation also
underlines that "when we talk
of the people of Jammu and
Kashmir we mean not only the
pcople of the Kashmir Valley
but also the people of Jammu
and Ladakh regions.”

For the first time, | found
the Kashmiris conceding that
the pecople in Jammu and
Ladakh are different and what-
ever the solution for the valley,
it neced not be applicable to
them. Probably, the migration
of 1.25 lakh Pandits from the
valley has made the Kashmiris
face the facts. Indeed, the mi-
gration is a black spot on the
Kashmiris' secular outlook. I
was told that Jagmohan,
former Governor, and some
BJP- like organisations made
the Hindus leave.

It is difficult to believe that
the people would quit their
houses and hearths on mere
exhortations. Persons like H N
Wanchoo, an activist, are doing
a strenuous job to span the
distance between the Muslims
and the 20,000 Kashmiri pan-
dits still Hving in the valley.
But even today the vacant

houses of the Kashmiri pandits |

are being set to fire.

. Where does New Delhi go
from here? Holding elections
may be yet another farcical ex-
ercise. In fact, the situation
obtaining in the valley is be-
cause of rigged elections in the
past. Had even the polls in
1987 been fair, probably the
story would have been differ-
ent. But the ifs of history are at
best hypothetical and at worst
s ;
Maybe, the best course is to
release all political leaders and
others, who have not commit-
ted any serious violence.
Simultaneously, bunkers from
the municipal limits of Srina-
gar and other towns should be
removed. This will enable the
Kashmiris to  hold talks among
themselves., At a later stage,
Pakistan will have to be
associated for a permanent
solution. It is a pity that trials

and lations of Kashmiris
will not be over for a long time
to come.

- 1

Rohingya refugees
their hands.

PM : Eliasson
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any sort of bilateral discussion
to resolve the crisis.’

She emphasised that the
Rohingya Muslims are the
bonafide citizens of Myanmar
and must go back to their
homes and the UN bodies
should work out the modali-
ties. "We're trying our best, but
we cannot anymore bear the
burden of a huge additional
population”.

Referring to Bangladesh
Foreign Minister's visit to
Yangon, she said the Mayanmar
Foreign Minister had necver re-
sponded to the invitation to
sec the condition of the
refu forced to leave their
homes and hearth through re-
pression.

Begum Zia alleged there
was violation of human rights

in ga.ruw
iasson expressed hope of

a positive outcome to his trip
to Myanmar next Thursday. "
assure you that | will do my
best to turn the tide to a posi-
tive side for a solution of the
problem, and it may be a be-
ginning of the process of bilat-
eral discussion under UN aus-
pices”.

The UN Under Secretary
General, conveyed greetings
from the UN Secretary General
to the Prime Minister.

He said the world commu-
nity appreciated the way
Banglurﬂh was tackling the
Myanmar refugee.problem. "It
will be a very good example for
others.”

Eliasson noted with con-
cern that unless the refugees
could be retumed and rehabili-
tated before the advent of
monsoon, the situation would
deteriorate.

"During our visit to
Myanmar, we will assess the
situation and see {if it could be
made favourable for early re-
turm and rehabilitation of the

refugees,” the UN envoy told
the Prime Minister, indicating
that if necessary there will be
UN presence on the other side
of the border to monitor their
safe repatriation.

Collaborators Act
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Meanwhile, the National
Coordination Committee for
Realisation of the Ideals of War
of Independence and
Resistance to the Killers and
Collaborators of 1971 has de-
cided to give a mgmorandum
to the MPs on April 12 urging
them to recognise the people’s
court's verdict.

"We shall lead a big proces-
sfon to the Pariament Bhaban
on the opening day of the next
Parliament session and urge
the Members to take necessary
-let{:u to identify themseclves
with the people's desire to try
the collaborators, a senior
leader of the Coordination
Committee told The Daily Star
last night.

Biswas
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agents’ and the ‘committee to
preserve sovereignty and in-
dependence’ against some
eminent personages of the
country.

DUTA urged the govern-
ment to take immediate ac-
tion against those who were
involved with these commit-
lees.

The meeting also con-
demned the terrorist activities
of a foup of armed terrorists
on the Zahurul Hugq Hall
premises of the haka
University on March 29 follow-
ing the arrest of the hall union
Vice President, Manjurul Alam
Tokon.

The DUTA meeting de-
manded the trial of those re-
sponsible for the killings
terrorists activities on

Dhaka University campus so far\

irrespective of their party ap-’
plication.

The meeting was add
among others by Dr Nu
Rahman . Khan, A N’
Shahidullah, Dr Harun-ur-
Rashid, Sharifullah Bhufyan,
Dr A K Azad Chowdhury and Dr
Mustafa Chowdhury.

il

at Marichha Palong camp waiting for relief with Red Crescent cards in

Wy

— Star photo
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I_S_ieven in thousand

suffer

from rheumatic fever
By Staff Correspondent

Nearly seven persons per
thousand suffer from rheu-
matic fever in the country and
as many as 50 per cent of
them become heart patients al
a later stage, Director General
of Health Services M A T
Siddique said on Tuesday.

Briefing newsmen on the
upcoming World Health Day at
the local World Health
Organisation (WHQ) office, he
pointed out that as in other
developing nations prevalence
of heart disease is increasing
in the country and it is already
the number one killer discase
in the world.

Thus, he said, the theme of
this years' World Health Day —
Heartbeat — the Rhythm of
Health — s very timely to
make people aware of this
deadly discase.

According to a WHO report,
worldwide, heart discases kill
more people than any other
single disease, and disable mil-
lions. The day will be observed
throughout the country on ©
April instead of the traditional
7 April, the founding day of
WHO, because of the Eid festiv-
ities.

Prof Siddique said that in
recent years nearly 40 per
cent of the heart patients ad-
mitted in the hospitals and 80
per cent of those needing
close or open-heart surgery
turned out to be suflering from
rheumatic fever, which dam-
ages heart-valves. He identified
the other causes of heart dis-

casc as high blood pressure,
coronary and congenital de-
fects.

In addition to the 110-bed
Institute of Cardiovascular
Discase (ICVD) Hospital, he
noted, there is a coronary-care
unit in each of the eight medi-
cal colleges in the country and

at the institute of Post
Graduate Medicine and
Research.

He said that recent sample
survey also found that |1 -
sons per thousand suffer from
high blood pressure, which is
another major cause of heart
discase in the country. Most of
the time this ailment goes un-
detected, he added.

Noting that the [acilities to
treat heart patients in the
country is “very limited” he
pointed out that plans are un-
derway to procure advanced
equipment for the existing
coronary-care units in the
country and in phases include
such care in other district
hospitals.

Speaking at the press brief-
ing, the resident representa-
tive of WHO Dr. A N A Abeye-
sundere warned "heart discase
in net only the greatest killer
in the developed world but
also fast becoming a major
killer disease in the develop-
ing countries as well".

Reiterating that cigaretle
smoking is directly related to
heart disease, he urged people
to refrain from smoking

‘Majority of
FFs ignored’
By Staff Correspondent

by the nation after indepen
dence.
Making his first public

speech on 'the Liberation War
at a seminar on the "War
Strategies of the Liberation
War', Khandkar, Bir Uttam,

who was the Deputy Chief of
the Armed Forces
during war, said the other

Organised bﬁolhc Muktif-
uddha Gabeshona Kendra
(Research Centre on the
Liberation War) and held at its
Motijheel Office, the seminar
was presided over by Professor
Mamtazur Rahman Taraldar. It
was also attended by
Salahuddin Ahmed, Mainul
Hassan, Shamsunnahar
Rahman, Kader Siddiqul,
Rehman Sobhan and u?lnr
prominent [reedem fighters.
Air Vice Marshal (Retd) AK
Khandkar said most of the re-
bellions of Bengali armed
forces in the beginning of the
war were initiated by the ju-
nior commissioned offlicers
LJCO) and the jawans contrary
to the popular belief that
mostly high ranking oflicers
initiated the rebellions.

Refuting the contradictory
claim that Major Ziaur Rahman
first declared independence
on March 27 of 1971, the re-
tired Air Vice Marshal said
that it was Awami League
leader MA Hannan who de-
clared independence in a ra-
dio broadcast from Chitlagong
on March 26 which could not
be heard nationwide due to
transmission faults.

Khandkar also said that the

attack made on Bengalees on
March 25 was planned carly
that year and the Yahya gov-
ernment started mobilising
Pakistani troops from West
Pakistan into East Pakistan
from January.
On the final outbreak of the
war in December 3, 1971
which was sparked ofl by air
raids at Chittagong and
Godnail, Khandkar said those
two operations were made by
Bengalee air force officers con-
trary to the belicl that they
were made by the Indian
Forces.

Khandkar also regretted
that the nation had failed to
utilise the young forces of the
Liberation War.

The Retd Air Vice Marshal
also focused upon some draw-
backs, aspects and advantages
of the war strategies of the

| Liberation War.

CMM directed to grant bail
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charges related to sedition and
waging war against the state,
the judgement mentioned. The
complete version of the
judgement was not available on
Tuesday.

The Gana Adalat held a
mock trial of Golam Azam,
Amir of the Jamaat, now in fail
on charge of violating the
country's Constitution, on
March 26 and passed an opin-
jon that his ‘crimes’ during the
1971 Liberation War were pun-
ishable by death.

Earlier, resuming argument
at around 10-45 am, Barrister
Syed Istiaq Ahmed said that

the accused had never talked

against the state or passed
death sentence .on Golam
Azam, they just expressed
their collective opinion that
Golam Azam's oflences were
punishable by death.

The government did not
im Section 144 prohibit-
ing the trial. It simply issued a
press note which had no basis
under this law.

He also said, "If holding a
rally and ression of opinion
can be sedition then many
people including some in the

rnment were seditious for
what did in the past nine
years of the anti-autocracy
movement.”

He said that public opinion
against Golam Azam could
never be an opinion against the
state.

He said that freedom of
specch, ensured in our Consti-

Deputy Finance
Secretary killed
in road mishap

By Staff Correspondent

A Deputy Secretary of the
Finance Ministry, M Shams-e-
Tabrij, was killed on a road
accident at Chankharpool in
the city Tuesday morning.

The accident occurred
when the ‘mishuk’ (auto-rick-
shaw] he was travelling in was
crushed by a speeding minibus
at Chankharpool at about 9.30
am yesterday. The 'driver of
minibus managed to escape
with his vehicle.

Shams-e-Tabrif was taken
to the Dhaka Medical College
Hospital where doctors de-
clared him dead.

tution, has been curtailed by
this case.

He also said that sedition
charﬁca could not be brought
on the complaint of a police
officer.

Identifying the accused
Barrister Istiaq said that the
whole of Bangladesh was in the
court as they were represent-
ing all the sections of people
in the country. They could
never be fugitives, he added.
"The charges brought against
them were only to harass
them,” Barrister Istiaq added.

He was assisted and sup-
plemented by Barrister Amirul
Islam, Barrister Shawakat Alf
Khan, Gaziul Hug and other
lawyers.

Justice T H Khan appearing
on behall of the government
said, "This is a court of law,
here every word should be in
law. All are equal in the eyes of
law and their personalities will
not be the ground of the case.”

"They are {llustrious, no
dispute about it but if an ordi-
nary man comes before you
then what will you do,” he
asked the judges adding "Your
Lordships will not discrimi-
nate the citizens of the coun-

try."

ITHE also said that the so
called Gana Adalat and Nirmul
Committee brought the coun-
try to anarchy. "The action will
be considered not the creden-
tials,” he also said.

Justice Khan said that a
civilised society is governed by
the law, if there is no law the
society ends.

The accused held a public
trial defying the court of law
and also threatened that it
would continue, he added.

Justice T H Khan opposed
the bail petition submitting
that after issue of the warrant
of arrest the question of antic-
ipatory bail did not arise at all.
He also that this court
cannot hear this case without
the FIR and complaint peti-
tion.
He further said that the pe-
titioners having not gone lo
the condemned the
Chief Metropolitan Magistrate
(CMM) before this court. This,
he said, amounts to contempt
of court and such practice
should not be encouraged.

If they were granted bail
even after the charge of sedi-
tion it would be an encour-

Justice Khan was assisted
by Deputy Attorney General
Abdus Shaheed and others.

After one-and-half-hour
break Justice Chowdhury de-
livered judgement at around 2-
30 pm in the overcrowded but
silent court.

Jahanara Imam, number
one accused in the case in her
reaction after the judgement
said that "We have crossed an-
other hurdle after crossing the
first one on March 26.”

“There nothing to rejoice as
we had a long way to go,” she
said adding "We were cntan-
gled in a false case, it was an
un ted obstacle.”

"How can a speech against
Golam Azam be seditious ?”
she questioned.

The other 23 persons ac-
cused are Advocate Gaziul Hugq,
Dr. Ahmed Sharif, Architect
Mazharul Islam, Barrister
Shafiq Ahmed, Foyez Ahmed,
Kabir Chowdhury, Kalim
Sharafi, Maulana Abdul Awal,
Lt. Col.(retd) Kazi Nuruzzaman,
Lt. Col(retd) Abu Osman
Chowdhury, Barrister Shawkat
Ali Khan, Z | Khan Panna,
Adovcate Shamsuddin Babul,
Advocate Umme Kulsum
Rekha, Advocate Nazrul Islam,
Prof Abdul Mannan Chowd-
hury, Dr. Anisuzzaman, Dr.
Borhanuddin Khan Jahangir,
Syed Shamsul Huq, Shahtiar
Kabir, Yahia Mahmud, Aly Za-
ker and Dr. Mostaq Hossain.

BSS adds: The court also
ordered that the accused fur-
nish bail bond of Taka 20,000
each to the satisfaction of the
Deputy Commiasioner, Dhaka,
and that the privilege of the
bail, so granted, should not be
misused in any manner.

Temporary ban on

screening of
English movie

The t temporar-
fly banned the ltrn-:n!r.zf of an
English film, “The Roy Angel
on Duty of Death”, in the
country. The imported [ilm
was banned in accordance with
President's Order 41 of 1872
and Section 5 of the Film
Censor Act of 1963, reports

agement to defy law, he added.  UNB.
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The Midnight File

THAILAND, Mar 31 : The Unfted Nations, which has begun
repatriating 3,75,000 Cambodian

to new Cambodian arrtvals tn

Thatiand m hopes of halting the

in
influx, a UN official said Tuesday. During more than a decade

of civil war in Cambodia, the United Nations had

@ven food

and other aid to anyone reaching camps just inside the Thai

border, reports, AP.

Seven more killed in South
African violence

JOHNNESBURG, Mar 3] : Seven e
were killed in South

a black

Hean attacks,

pushing the death toll to at least 26 since Saturday, police

said today. A police stat
said three

emept detatling s
people were killed in apparently random attacks

violence

on black commuters in townships around Johannesburg, re-

ports Reuter.

Joint venture
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Commissaioner.
She pointed out that there

also existed god prospect in
Bangladesh for Malaysian In-

vestment In the garments In-
dustrics to manulfacture spe-
clal quality products.

"Malaysian entreprencurs
are now moving towards
Cambodia, Vietnam and Laos
for investment®, she said
addinli. "Bangladesh should
avail this unity to attract
Malaysian ipvestors before it Is
too late”.

Tunku Nazihah said that
Bangladesh and Malaysia
maintain very good relations
and there are innumerable
possibilities to strengthen
them further in the spirit of

| South-South cooperation.

Kuala Lumpur has been pro-
viding technical cooperation to
Ban sh for a long ime un-
der the Malaysia Technical
Cooperation Programme
(MTCP). A good number of
Bangladeshis were provided
technical and advanced stud-
fes under the MTCP and the
programme continues.

Tunku Nazithah mentioned
Malaysian assistance to
Bangladesh’s rubber plantation
development programme. "We
are ready to consider Bang-
ladesh's request for more
assistance to develop her rub-
ber industry”, she added.

Regarding recruitment of
manpower from Bangladesh for
Malaysia, Turrku Nazihah said
that Malaysian employers
should consider taking more
workers from this country in
view of their manpower short-

age.

She mentioned that about
100 doctors, engineers and
technicians along with aboul
3000 plantation workers from

Bangladesh are now employed .

in Malaysia.

The Malaysian High Commi-
ssioner expressed the hope
that the bilateral cooperation
between the two countries will
be boosted with the signing of

a new Bangladesh-Malaysia
joint commission. “A new
agreement for the joint
commission between the two
countries s now at a final
stage and 1t is expected to be
signed sometime this year in

Kuala Lumpur®, said Tunku
Nazthah.

The Malaystan High Commi-
ssioner, wheoe visited the
Rohingya refugee camps at
Cox's Bazar during the third
week of March, termed the
situation as ‘sad and tragic.’

It is difficult to describe®,
she said adding “from the hu-
manitarian point of view, the
influx of re from Burma
is not —it i1s ca
severe strain on the limi

resources of Bangladesh”.

Tunku Nazithah informed
that she has recommended to
Malaysian government for
providing some form of finan-
cial assistance for the Rohin-
gya refugees. ‘

“Malaysia will continue to
play her due role to find and
amicable and permanent solu-
tion of Burmese refugee prob-
lem”, she added.

UN assures
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Eliasson on his return to the
UN headquarters.

The Foreign Minister at the
meeting today expressed satis-
faction over the quick re-
sponse of the UN to Bangla-
desh's call for exercising its
influence in bringing about
early solution of the

Mostafliz assured the gov-
ernment’s fullest cooperation
with the mission.

At the meeting, the Foreign
Minister was assisted by
Forcign Secre Reaz Rah-
man and Additional Foreign
Secretaries Farooq Sobhan and
A H Mahmood All.

The UN e was aided by
chief of UNHCR mission here
Oarioush Bayandou and Resi-
dent Representative of UNDP
Charles H Larsimont

Ui

Bangladesh Shilpa Bank

Head Office : Dhaka
Assets Disposal Department

' M/s. Sharothee Textile Mills Ltd
Kotwali, Noapara, Jessore

5,40,000

Annual Production Capacity:
- Weaving: 493,560 metre or
yrd. cloths
- Finishing: 5,484,000 metre
or 60,00,000 yrd. cloths

where-is" basis,

details.

D-190

Mortgaged assets including land, building, plant
& machinery etc. of the above mentioned project
will be sold by Bangladesh Shilpa Bank on "as-is- |

Tender Schedule may be procured at a cost of
Tk. 250 (Two hundred fifty) only (Non-refund-
able) from the office of the undersigned and be
submitted on or before 29-4-92. The office of the
undersigned may also be contacted for further

Asstt. General Manager

Phone: 257427
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