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Court holiday

The Appellate Division of

the Court, offices of
the H Court Division and all
subordinate courts and their

offices will remain closed on
the occaston of Laflatul Qadr on
April 2. The courts will remain

open today as usual, reports
BSS.

meets Apr 4

The National Moon-Sighting
Commiitee will meet at 6. 45
pm on April 4 al the Islamic
Foundation to review
informations on sighting of
Shawal moon and take deci-
sion on the matter. Chairman
of the Natfonal Moon-Sighting
Commitiee and State Minister

for Re Alfairs Profeasor
M A Mannan will preside, re-

ports BSS.

JS body on Textile

The Nifth meeting of the
Parliamenta Standing
Committee on Ministry of
Textfle was held at the net

live. Toesday. The mmeting

:lllﬂll by State Minister for
Textiles Major (Rid) "Abdul
Mannan, discussed various
works undertaken by the
Bangladesh Sericulture Board

for the development of
Sericulture industry, reports
Bss.

Indian sarees
recovered

A tcam of police led by the
Officer-in-Charge of
Mohammadpur Thana recov-
ered 51 s of Indian S{lk
and Kathan saree and four two

scts worth Taka 65, 000
a privale car at Asad Gate

Monday. reports BSS.
World Health
Day Apr 9

The World Health Day will
be observed in the country on
April ® instead of 17, WHO

27 !lﬂnﬂilpm
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Eliasson, Mostafiz talk refugee issue

UN assures of finding
a peaceful solution

The United Nations has as-
sured Bangladesh of its best ef-
forts towards finding a prace-
ful solution of the Myanmar
Rﬁ;ﬁ problem, reports UNB.

assurance came at offi-
cial talks between Foreign
Minister ASM Mostalizur
Rahman and the visiting UN
special envoy Jan K. Ellasson at
the Ministry of Foreign Allairs

The UN Under Secretlary
General for Human Aflairs was
briefed about severity of the
problem and plight of the
reflugees, said a Foreign Office
spokesman after the one-and-
a-hall-hour meeti

Eliasson, who in here

L@a

on M as a envoy
of the UN Secretary General,
told the meeting
my best to find a

that "1 will do
to peaceful solu-

tion of the problem acceptable
hn'l.h the countries.”

He referred to the meeting
between Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia and
Secretary General Boutrous
Ghali at the UN headquarters
last month, which highlighted
three aspects of the problem —
human sullerings, settiement
of the refugees and durable
solution of the issue.

At the Khaleda-Chali meet-
ing, the influx of Rohingya

ugees into Bangladesh was
described as "a serious global

situation™ and the UN move o
sctile the lssue “a lest case of
preventive diplomacy”

The preventive diplomacy
as conceived in the January
summit of the Security Council
members "means lo avert
crises, contain situation and
continue peace-making and
peace-keeping.”

"I am moving forward in
scarch of a solution In line
with the spirit of this con-
cept”, the UN-envoy told the

Foreign Minister.
Eliasson arrived here

Monday on the first leg of his

two-nation tour aimed aL re-
solving the refugee problem
arising from large-scale infhax

r T
":l'--.-' W)

el I

Visiting special envoy of the UN Secretary General Jan Eliasson met Prime H]l'lll-'.’.-ﬂ' Begum

of Myanmar Rohingya Muslims
into Bangladesh.

Offictals sald more than
200,000 Rohingya Muslims
have so far crossed into
Bangladesh to escape persecu-
tion by the Myanmar military

Winding up his mission in
Bangladesh, he will fly to
Yongon on Thursday to discuss
with the Myanmar authorities
early repatriation of the

refu .

#IJH Secretary General
is expecied to take measure in
dealing with the problem on
the basis of the recommenda-

toc be submitted by
Sce Page 12 Col B

Door open for
talks, PM
tells Eliasson

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia, talking to a UN
envoy Tuesday accused Myan-
mar of not responding lo
Bangladesh's call for solving
the Rohingya refugee problem
bilaterally, reports UNB.

"We have tried to solve the
problem bilaterally, but they
didn't respond and, instcad,
attacked our border check-
post,” she told United Nations
Under Secretary General Jan K

tfons

Eliasson when he called on |
her oflice |
| Mohammad Sayem.

Begum Zia al
Nuesday moming.

"Now

is trying to dress up as nothing
has happened,” the Prime
Minister pointed out to the UN

Sﬁt, however, said, We
have kept the doors open for

@he Eatlg Star
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Gana Adalat case

CMM directed to
grant 24 bail
after surrender

By Staff Correspondent

The 24 person against
whom warrants of arrest were
issucd for trvolvement in the
Gana Adalat (People's Court)
that held a “public trial” of Ja-
maat Amir Golam Azam on
March 26, were granted bail
yesterday.

The bail was ordered
lollowing a two-day hearing ol
the petitton by High Court
Division Bench.

The warrants had been is-
sued by the Chief{ Metropolitan
Magistrate [CMM] Count charg-
ing the 24 persons accused
with seditton and atlempt Lo
murder.

"We therefore find it just
and proper that the thn
ers namely (names

be released on bail and they
are (o be admitied on bail and
the learned CMM s directed
to pass an order immediaicly
them bail after formal
surre till the of
the case,” Justice Anwarul Hug
Chowdhury in the judgement
of the Bench said.
The other member of the
bench was Justice M A Kartm.
The judgement sald that
none of the non-bajlable
charges were framed and thal
the matter is in a very Initial
stage sb the High Court has
applied its Inherent power In
granting them bail.
The CMM Court. has no
jurisdiction o grant bail in
Soc Magy 12 Col 4

that international |
pressure has started, Myanmar |

Move for Collabosations
Actrevival bill

By Nurul Kabir

The Opposition in
Parliament excluding Jatiya
Party and Jamaat is planning to
move a bill in the, coming ses-
sion of Parliament to pave the

| way for Golam Azam's trial as a

war criminal.

The planned bill will virtu-
ally seck revival of the
Collaborator Act 1972 which
was repealed in December
1975 by an ordinance promul-
gated by the then Chief Martial
Law Administrator Abu Sadat

A senfor lawyer who is also

an Awami League leader told
this correspondent yesterday

| that the draft of the bill seck-

Ingrcpﬂ.!ufthtklhndll

| ready been p

Before plm:lng the bill in
Parliament., Al would discuss

tary party meeting hktly to be
held one or two days before
Parllament goes into session
on April 12, AL leader added.

Rashed Khan Menon MP of
Five party combine while talk-
ing o this correspondent on
this issue last night observed
that the opposigion MPs who
issued a statement supporting
the public trial of Golam Azam
were morally obligated to sup-
port the bill.

One hundred Parliament
members belonging to AL, Five
party combine, Communist
Party of Bangladesh and
Ganotantri Party had issued a
press stalement thal called
upon the people to actively
suppo®t pubhc trial of Jamaat
chief Golam Arzam on March
26

Khaleda Zia at her office yesterday. — PID Sce Page 12 Col 3 the matier at the parliamen- See Page 12 Col 3
Rohin . g Jamaat to More gas fields | "Dhaka-KL jt venture
gya issue : ina a4 T o be |
. it . maintain need to : sht'
against military action low profile explored, says prospect bright
COX'S BAZAR, Mar 31: clo-economic and environmen- By Staff Correspondent Pﬂﬁﬂbaﬂglﬂ . By Chapal P:imr l
irmbalances Arca CRUS- s ressure from ' new invesimen ! o ur-intensive investmen
.1;:??: EQE;T:I:; n.-.i::::: :; sufferings :; uu: local and mipﬁﬂ'ﬁ}rrl. the [Majn:ﬁ By Staff Correspondent | of Kuala Lurtnpur has lr:l?;rd while the Malaysian govern-
League chiel Shetkh Hasina non-local people. Shura (Central policy planning Bangladesh should intensify | vast scope for Bangladesh to ment fis encouraging en-

sald here today that the
unusual situation now prevail-
ing in Myanmar could be over-
come by switching over to
democratic political system in
that country, reports BSS.

In this connection, she
called upon the Myanmar gov-
ermnment to release NLD leader
Aung Sun Suu Kyl and han-
dover power to her party In
order to pul an end to all
chaos and confusion.

Bricfing newsmen at the lo-
cal press club this mnmlnf
aflter her visit to severa
Rohingya refugee camps she
sald persecution of Rohdngya
Muslims and other citizens of
Myinmar could end only when
democracy was established in
that country.

Giving her impression on
the condition of the refugees
in different camps she said the
unfortunate people of Myanmar
had been living in sub-human
conditions in refugee camps.

Shetkh Hasina sald she re-
ceived some complaints [rom
the refugees regarding unequal
distribution of relief materials.

She pointed out that heavy
influx of Rohingya refugees to
Cox's Bazar had created a so-

She said the Rohingya
refugee problems could have
been solved earlier, il the gov-
emment took the problem sc-
riously from the very begin-
ning. “We raised the issue in
the parliament in due time but
because of memt apathy
towards the issue, the problem
had now taken a serious tum.

She sald adding the Foreign
Minister told us that the gov-
ernment had adopled a quiet
diplomacy to solve the issue.

Sheikh Hasina appealed to
the international community to
help solve the Rohingya
refugee Issue enabling them to
return lo their homeland be-
fore the monsoon sets in.

In reply to a question the
AL chief said "1 do not think
there is any politios from any
quarter in Bangladesh behind
Rohingya refugees coming to
Bangladesh.”

In reply to another question
whether Bangladesh should
think of military action (if
diplomatic efforts [ailed to
solve Lhe {ssue because of in-
Nexible attitude of Myanmar
government, she sald “we want

and we desire a peaceful
solution to the problem.

body ] of Jamaat-c-lslami,
Bangladesh yesterday decided
to keep a low profile against
‘any provocation from any
quarters'.

The 139 -member body of
the party met with its Acting
Amir Abbas Ali Khan in the
chair. The meeting was con-
vened to ratify the appoint:
ment of the Acting Ameer for
the party and to discuss the si-
tuation that fellowed the arrest
of the party Ameer Prof Golam
Azam.

Jamaal sources said, a
group of the Shura members
was highly critical of the party
leadership for not reacting
‘properly’ to attract and accu-
sations [rom what they termed
‘unpatriotic’ forces.

The criticisms came mostly
from those Shura members
who represent arcas where
Jamaat has a stronghold.
Besides, sources said, the
critics included also a section

~ of the younger leadership of

the .
J:IEC whole, most of the

lcaders are in between 408 and
650s while a small number
belongs to the older genera-

Sec Page 12 Col 1

its efforts to explore more gas
fields, says a Petrobangla re-
port released last weck.

The reportl says: "As gas is
the only indigenous source ol
commercial energy in the
country its optimum develop-
ment and utilisation are of vital
importance o our national
economy.

"A national natural gas re-
serve is yet to be formulated
and agreed upon lo cater to
the needs of the future gen-
cration.”

The most recent estimates
put the figure of total reserves
—proven and probable — at
about 21 TCF (trillion cubic
feet) of which 12.4 TCF is con-
sidered as recoverable, accord-
ing to the report released
March 25.

Since the beginning ol gas
production in 1960 from the
Chhatak field, the report says,
the total cumulative produc-
tion as of January 1992 stands
at 1.7 TCF.

Thus, the total 17 gas ficlds
that have till date been discov-
ered in Bangladesh have a re-
coverable’ reserve of 10.7 TCF,

Explaining the need for a

See Page 12 Col 2

. attract

Malaysian entrep-
rencurs in joint ventures.
“Time has come for Bang-
ladesh| entreprencurs to avail
this opportunity”. said Tunku
Dato Nazthah Binte Tunku
Mohamed Rus, the outgoing
Malaysian High Commissioner
in .
She said that Malaysia's

| Reverse Investment Policy of-

fers opportunity lor Malaysfan
entrepreneurs to invest ab-
road, particularly in devel-
oping countries.

Tunku Nazihah, who has
completed a three-year tenure
as her country's cnvoy in

told The Daily Star
Monday that some en-
trepreneurs in Bangladesh and
Malaysia have shown much iIn-
terest to sel up industries in
Bangladesh unL joint venture

and are studying prospects and

possibilitics of such projects.
Some Malaysian Investors

have already visited Bangladesh
to explore the possibilities of
sciting up joint venture indus-
trics and have discussed with
the government authorities
and local entrepreneurs.
Tunku Nazihah said that
Bangladesh has great potential

trepreneurs to invest abroad
under its new investment pol-

"foint
eah,

Al regards possible
ventures in Bang

Tunku Narthah said that palm }

oil refinery, garments industry,
fishing, small and cottage in-
dustry are the sectors where
Mlﬁm‘uﬂ collaborate.

Lot of Interest
Bangladesh entreprencurs ex-
ist§ to set up palm pfl refiner-
fes under joint venture”. She
said adding that such refiner-
jes, if set up in Bangladesh,
would not only meet the coun-
try's domestic requirement,
but palm oil could also be ex-
ported’ to neigbouring Nepal,
Bhutan and India, where it has
good demand.

She believed that other
similar products produced
under joint ventore in
‘Bangladesh might find market
in the neighbouring countries.

*Some Malaysian investors
have also shown interest in
rollaborating to set up re-
fineries here, however, more
eflorts from the Bangladesh
side are essential lo get the job
done®, said the High

See Page 12 Col 7

A disenchanted people marking time in uncertainties

| have returned from Srina-
gar disturbed. There s a sea
chahge In' the conditions
prevailing now and what | saw
during my Ist visit in the first
week of January 1990. The city
is cold and distant, not so
much geographically as emo-
tionally. Estrangemenl, nay,
alienation is almost total.

The people look towards
you with indifference as f
nothing matters to them
more. They have seen the
worse. In the last two years,
they have undergone untold
miscries. Practically, every
Kashmirt family feels aggrieved
in one way or the other.

The business goes on as
usual, in the scnse that shops
are open, children go Lo
school, the chadder-clad
women move freely and buses
ply up and down the streets
But there are 1o many police-

men and too many bunkers
which distort the impression
of normalcy. The curfew in the
city's interior is in force and so
is Section 144, which bans an
assembly of more than five. A
notification has also been is
sued (o the Srinagar press not
to publish news stories about
Kashmirl miltants.

True, the militancy has de-
creased, New recruils are re-
luctant to join; 700 have sur-
rendered with their arms, and
one-third of some 8,000 mili
tants have become Inactive.
One killing here or a couple of
kid ngs there continue to
l.lh".# Fhut the large-scale
defiance is absent. There |s
disenchantment. A call for har-
tal or bandh has a limited re-
sponse. The people do not
come to the streets readily and
even when they do, the num-
ber is far smaller than before.

However, there is no less-
:ninf of alienation or distance
as something has broken
within them. They open up in
ne time, even the government
servants. Some of what they
say is exaggerated but a sub-
stantial portion of i is true.

For example, the story of
mass rape in Kupaware is in-

correct only lo the extent that
the women involved were not
40 to 50 as alleged. But

Governor Girish Saxena did

not rule out “"two o three
rapes,” although New Delhi has
gone to town on [alse exonera-
tion by the Indian Press
Council team.

Mosat blame is laid at the
door of Indian security forcea
and their operations — ‘a blot
on India’s conscience, as one

Star Guest Columnist Kuldip Nayar Writes From New Delhi

former Judge in Srinagar put
{t. There is also firritation
against the militants, who have
disturbed their lives, cconomi-
cally and socially, without giv-
ing them anything in retumn.
Pakistan comes in for criticiam
for having stoked the fires and
staying in the background.
More disconcerting to the

Kashmiris is the fallout: the
n culture. Devoul and peace-
Muslims as they are, the
indiscriminate use of the bullet
and all that goes with it wor-
rics them. They wonder how 1t
will affect their way of living —
and the future.

Nearly 4.000 have been
killed since January 1990,
2.500 by security forces and
1,600 by the militants. Arms
have reached even the re-

motest village and the have-
nots generally z:!r; them.
Their anger is not against
New Delhi but also against the
Haves who, they believe, have
been the beneficiary.

The motivated have been
pushed lo the background and
the disciplined cadre of the
Jamilat-e-lslami is not large,
Most militants are on their
own, divided and subdivided

into many groups, often work-

ing al cross purposes.
are skirmishes among them.

Receritly, +dhe pro-Pakistani Al
Omar and the Jammu and
Kashmir Liberation Front
LWKLF) fought an open gunbat-
tle, in which three ns
lost thetr lives. The o day
eight persons were killed
when a family tried to stop one
militant from throwing a hand
grenade one another.
Anti-social elements have

jumped into the [ray. That
probably explains the extor-
tions, ting, Instances of
personal vendetta and even

molestation of women. This -

also explains why the com-
monman is confused and the
intelligentsia embarrassed.
Understandably, there is an
unimpeded flow of information
about the militants to the au-
thorities.

But whatever the disillu-
sionment, it s not tumjng into
a pro-Indian sentiment. The
argument that Kashmir has
been a disputed territory is
almost a conviction, and
recall Jawaharlal Nehru's
promise that the Kashmiris
would be given an nity
to decide about t fate.
Whether Pakistan joined
CENTO or did semething else
was no reason for India to re-
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Pakistan goes,
pillars remain
From Atiur Rahman

JESSORE, Mar 31 E
two decades after

border Ilnt with India l-t‘

bear lhl'H:: Pakistan’ on
Ilmhﬁlnn—aimﬂi'
border arcas under Jessore

district that the boundary pil-
lars are wstill ‘Pakistan’

Lailatul Qadr
tonight
Theé Muslims will seek the
mercy aof the Almighty Allsh
through night-long prayers on

“Lailatul Qads’ to night,
BSS. S

Various socie-religlous or-
ganisallons have qofganised
special pro 5
the Lailatul '

has organised Quran
Waz-Nasist, Nalal prnytﬂw

special munajat after Magrib

Frayrrt at Fnluatuh Jame

111: quunnl' Anjunun.

| Dhaka branch has drewn up a

similar p n:{'lm t Ol
Hagqqugni ﬂlqﬂ:.uppﬂ?i

Bangladesh H:h.l.nnt! Party

| has organised a discussion, mi-

lad mahfil and ftar party.

Swa esh, a socio-cul-
tural organisation will hold a
discussion and milad mahfil at
85 PM. at 32, Purana Paltan.
Social Welfare and Women
Affairs Minister Tariqul Islam
will preside over the diseus-

ston.

Remove Biswas
as Chancellor,
.demands DUTA

| ﬁymﬂonumndmt

The Dhaka Untversity

*Teachers' Association [DUTA)

demanded Tuesday the re-
moval of President Abd
Rahman Biswas from the

of Chancellor of the University
for his involvement In

anti-liberatidri activities during
the Liberation War. .

Al an ¢ ney meeting
chaired by Evnm
Professor HI:I Shahadat Alf yes-
terday, DUTA members
warned all not ‘to re-
habilitate those who mdnr:-r-

ved ih the
e e e
rntu_i with the anti-iberation

The meeting, held at the
Dhaka University Club, de-.
manded execution of the ver-
dict of the people’s court on
Golam Azam. ’

The meeting expressed
deep concern at the” Tfalse’
propaganda’ of the”
‘committee to resist Indian
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Solanki’ quits
over Bofors,

1ssue

NEW DELHI. Mar 3L
Foreign Minister Madhavsinh
-'!-ulmh:l offéred his
Tuesday, under ' fire al-

ly trying to hu? a B-year-

investigation of corruption
intn the governing Congress
Party, reports AP.

Solankl's resignation was
announced by Parllameptary
Affairs Minister Ghulam Nabi
Mad in Parliament, Indian

es reported.
nﬁ said Solanki met

Fﬂrn: Minister P V Narasimha
Rao earlier Tuesday ans

“tendered his resignation.”
The move came a m after
Solanki admitted in

| that he delivered a letier jast

month to Swiss Foreign
Minister Rene Felber econcern-
ing bank investigations into al-
leged kickbacks in the pur-
chase of lﬂw guns (rom
Sweden in a | deal.



