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12 killed, 24 injured

in road accidents
By Staff Correspondent

At least |12 persons were
killed and 24 others injured in
road accidents across the
country yesterday.

A leader of the Jatlya Juba
Sanghati was killed in an acci-
dent at Agargaon in the efty

Monday evening.

Jong! Hatder, Joint General
Secretary of the party, met the
fate when he was riding his
motor -bike.

Haider was rushed to the
Dhaka Medical College
Hospital where the doctors
declared him dead at abeut
6:30 pm.

Our Correspondent [rom
Sirajgan] says, at least six per-
sons were killed and 24 in-

red in bus accident on the

orth Bengal Highway near
Boalia Bazar wunder the
Ullahpara upazila of the dis-
trict at 10 am Monday.

The Pabna bound bus from

(No Sirajganj Ba 12 )
fell into a roadside ditch as the
driver lost control while at-
tempting to overtake another
vehicle.

The persons who died on
the spot were identified as
Akbar All (55) of Chak
Shujapur village under V]
upazila, Gopal Chandra
(35) of Pashchim Venguri un-
der Ullahpara upazila, Abdul
Wahab (28) of Baghdah of
Rayganj upazila, Abdus Sattar
(36) of Raninagar under
Ullahpara upazila, Nasim
Uddin Sarkar (35) of Pagla,
Ullahpara and bus helper Abdul
Motaleb (30) of Nasimpur of
Strajganj.

Fourteen of the sertously in-
jured persons were admitted
to Sirajgan] Sadar Hospital
while the rest were rushed to
Ullahpara Purnimagati

Hos !
ice Setzed the bus but
the driver managed to escape.

Meanwhile, the districts
bus workers observed a strike
from 5 pm to 7 am yesterday
to protest the death of the bus
helper.

A UNB report adds: Nine
persons were killed and 55
others Injured in the accident.
The report, however, did not
mention the identity of three
other victims.

Another UNB report says,
three people were killed In
two scparate road accidents in
Jessore yesterday

Bulu (24) and Titu(12) were
killed instantly at 5:30 am

when an oil loaded tank lorry |

rammed in to a bicycle carry-
ing them. They were returning
from mosque after Fazr prayer.
In another accident, a mi-
nor boy was crushed under the
wheels of a speeding bus at
Chachura-Babilatala on Jessore-
Benapole road at about 8:30 am
terday. :
rﬂA ;:lhmlnblﬂl report
adds: A young engincer ol the

Brahmanbaria Gasfield was’

killed and another injured
critically as a speedy ran
over the motorcycle they were
riding here yesterday.
Anwar-al-Mamoon (27) of
Mirpur, Dhaka, died instantly
on the Brahmanbaria-Sylhet

His colleague Bashudev of
Fenl, aiso of the same (27)
and engineer of the ficld, was
rushed to the Pangu Hospital
in the capital.

Witnesses said the truck
knocked them from behind
while going to well number
one of the gasfield at noon.

Mugging,
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Moreover, mugging and
snatching incidents go
unrcported by the police.

. police officer pointed out
that as many as B0 per cent of
the victims do not' file cases
with the police either fearing
about their future security or
out of apathy about the lengthy
legal procedures.

One victim, a college pro-
fessor, whose handbag was
snatched away recently while
she was travelling on a rick-
shaw through the Dhaka
University campus admitted
that she did not file a case and
termed the legal procedure re-
lating to flling a case "notl a
healthy one®.

“If the procedures of inves-
tigation and trial were less
time consuming and elfective,
then, perhaps, a lot of people
would have come forward to
file cases,” she pointed out.
She noted that about 15 of her
colleagues at the women's col-
lege fell victim to muggers in
recent times, but none of them
bothered to file cases.

On the other hand, victims
who do file cases often have to
spend considerable time over a
prolonged perfod to keep up
with the cases.

‘1 protested the open
method of identifying crimi-
nals by victims or witnesses in
police stations ... it's a bad sys-
tem which compromises their
security,” explained Rowshan
Ara Rahman, a retired profes-
sor of Dhaka College was
recently mugged near her
house in Guishan.

She said she had filed the
case out of a sense of duty for if
such crimes were not re-
ported, a [alse notion may gain
ground that crime rate was
declining. "Host people do not
report the crimes, and | know
at least five recent mugging
victims who did not file any
cases,” she said.

She complained about the
lengthy legal procedures and
expressed her annoyance at
the way police asked her to
identify the criminals at the
station.

In a recent interview wﬂfh :

The Dafly Star, the Inspector
General of Police, Enamul Hug,
pointed out that there was no
scparate section on mugging in
the Penal Code similar to those
on robbery, extortion and

Eﬂiua. by bracketing mug-
gings with robberies, he
noted, cases of rebbery have
increased ltet:lﬂerthrou;Im:l
the country in recent

He agreed it as more
women come out to go to work
these days, crimies targeted
against women are also on the
rise and thus, women are be-
coming comparptively more
vulnerable than re.

A nmumber ‘of fommon f[ac-
tors, which make women more
vulnerable, are ¢ nced by

snatching

women wearing ornaments
and travelling alone in rick-
shaws through quite streets
arc the most vulnerable.
Women wearing gold or-
naments seem to be prime
targets of muggers and snatch-
ers, and the city's female
population have become in-
creasingly aware of this. °I
have given up wearing any or-
naments when |
days and even if | do wear any-

go out these

thing, | make sure that they |

arc imitations®, said a house-
wife.

Incidents of muggings are

reported to have occurred in

most parts of the city at one
time or another, but 1t is diffi-
cult to pinpoint the worst af-
fected areas.

However, analysing the
reported incidents, it has been
found that in general more
cascs have been reported from
the northern part of the city
compared to old Dhaka.

According
source, the reported incidents

—_—

of the last few years indicate |
that certain areas of the city

have become more prone to
crime than others. These in-
clude Tikatuli, Malibagh,
Rampura, Paribagh, the Dhaka
University area, Dhanmondi,
Lalmatia,

to a police |

Mohammadpur, |

Mirpur and even posh areas |

like Gulshan and Banand.

The most alarming aspect,
the source added, is t these
criminals do not hesitate to

inflict serfous injuries on the |

victims and (f they percetve
the possibility of later identifi-
cation by the victims, they do
not even hesitate to commit
murder.

The brutal killings of Mahia
Islam in Gulshan and ra
Morshed only a few hundred
yards away from the Ramna
Police Station in the recent
past are still talked about in
town.

Most rs are desper-
ate, unmm'l;g:.-d youths and
are invariably well-armed, he
noted.

Another aspect of serious
social concern, pointed out

Ara Rahman, is peo-
ple’s hesftation, either out of
fear or apathy, to come for-
ward and help a victim. She
said a large crowd had gath-
ered across the street when
she was being mugged in broad
daylight, but none of them
came forward to rescue her.

The IGP suggests women to
avoid being a victim of mug-
B e mmen o e Grpens

aware of the ecfrcum-

e ————

— .

stances and atmosphere of the |

surroundings as well as the
time, and also avoid desolate
arcas and large crowds, he
cautioned.

“I would advise them to be
alert and to weigh the circum-
stances,” he said “thers
should be free registration of

the reported imcidents of cases and people should co-
muggings. It appears that operate with the police."
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A Malaysian soldier, deployed as part of UNTAC, carries a

repatriated Cambodian refugee child upon arrival at the

resettlement camp at Sisophon yesterday .

— AFP photo

First batch of Cambodian
refugees return home

THAI-CAMBODIAN BOR-
DER, Mar 30: The [irst of
thousands of returning
refugees crossed a duslty
bridge into Cambodia on
Monday, where they were
greeted with orchids and
uncertainty, reports AP.

On the eve of the repatria-
tion, the Phnom Penh gov-
ernment announced It was
launching a major operation
against the Khmer Rouge in
northern areas of the country,
The continued [ighting only
adds to the dangers the
relugees face — marauding
bandits, mines, the risk of dis-
case, the chance they will not
find enough safe land on
which to live.

The first 527 Cambodians
to be repatriated under the UN
peace plan crossed a small

——

bridge joining the ecastern
That town of Aranyaprathet
with Cambodia’'s Poipet dis-
trict. Cambodian oflicials han-
ded them orchids in. a wel-
come ceremony on a makes-
hift stage as pop music
blared.

Most of the returning
refugees looked nervous, anx-
fous and confused. Some
smiled and waved, and other
wore resolute expressions.

Guarded by Malayslan sol-
diers of the UN peacekeeping
force in Cambodia, a convoy of
buses took the refugees along a
recently de-mined road toward
a nearby reception center In
Sisophon district. The refu-
gees will stay there for two to
three nights before resettling

in villages.

|

Che Daily Star

- held near border

|

MUZAFF ARABAD (Pakistan),
Mar 30: Pakistani police cap-
tured a Kashmirl militant
lcader today close to the
Indian-defended Ceaselire Line
he had sworn to cross, his fol-
lowers said.

The secessionist Jammu
and Kahsmir Liberatton Front
L KLF) said its acting head Raja

- Muzallar was surrounded and
arrested near the border vil-
' lage of Chakothi, 60 km (35

miles) from Muzaflarabad, cap-

' ftal of Pakistani-ruled Azad

. Commissioner,
' me that nine millon dollars of

[free] Kashmir

Eliasson
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| good ﬂ#nn about the influx of
| the re

ugees and expressed
the hope that these would be

| substantiated during his visit.

Y hope the flow will dimin-
ish - some signs are dis-
cermible”, Eliasson said.

Replying to a question, he
said response of the Interna-
tional community to United
Nations High Commissioner
for refugecs appeal for assis-
tance for the refugees was
good.
Mrs. 5. Ogata, “the High
has informed

the total 27 million dollars has
already been committed™, said

" Elasson.

said while he

Eltasson

-
| would visit the refugees In the

camps in Bangladesh, other
half of the visit would be con-
centrated in Myanmar.

He sympathised with Bang
ladesh for the existence of a
big number of refugees, a gi-
gantic problem that came al-
most close on the heels of last
year's catastrophic cyclone.

Foreign Secretary Reaz
Rahman and Additional For:
eign Secretary Farooq Sobhan
were present at the airport to
receive the UN Under
Secretary General.

UNHCR oflicials, now in
Dhaka, were also present.

Ellasson's visit to Bangla
desh follows Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia's visit to
the New York recently when
she drew the attention of the
UN Secrelary General to the

enormity of the refugee
problem.
Expectedly, the wvisit of

Eliasson to Bangladesh and his
close look at the refugee prob-
lem would result in a better
appreciation of the Myanmar
Muslim refugee issue.

He will leave here for
Yangon on April 2.

V4
&
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Abbas Ali Khan, the Acting Ameer of Jamaat-e-Islami
northern gate of Baitul Mukarram Mosque in the city ye
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Hasina visits camps
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diate release of the Myanmar
:—f&dﬂ and handing of power to
er:

She compared the present
political situation in Myanmar
with that of the pre-indepen-
dence period when the Yahya

. regime began crackdown on

the democracy-loving people
of Bangladesh in 1971.

The Awami League chief
said the continuous influx of
refugees would create a disas-
trous impact on the economy
of this impoverished nation.

In this context, she said last
A}:ril‘n cyclone had left a trail
of devastation in Cox’s Bazar
and the present burden of the
refugees would further aggra-
vate the soclal and economic
condition of the local people.

Hasina was critical of the
BNP government which, she
said, had falled to handle the
situation artsing out of the in-
trusfon of the Myanmar troops
into the country and killing of

. one BDR jawan as well as the

influx of the refugees.

ﬂccalling the Awami
League's persistent demand for
secking international inter-
vention into the problem, the
opposition leader said that the
government initiated the
diplomatic move timely the
situation would not have been
such worst.

She said despite interna-
tional help and assistance,
thousands of reflugees are lead-
ing a subhuman life under the
open sky without feod and
shelter,

Hasina called on the people
lo come forward with whatever
they have for the service of the
suflering humanity.

Earlier, Rohingya refugees

who fled to Cox's Bazar to es-
cape the persecution of the
Myanmar junta told her their
sad tales.

The local administration
also apprised Hasina of differ-
ent measures taken by the
government to shelter the
Myanmar refugees.

The opposition leader vis-
ited as many as 10 refugee
camps including at Balkubali,
Ghungdum, Marichapalong,
Dechoapalong, Doapalong,
Ghechoapalong and Ghuniapa-
long. -

Hasfna was accompanied by
Tofael Ahmed MP, Motia
Chowdhury MP and Suranjit
Sengupta MP,

Rule issued on Dhaka DC

Hearing of BCIC
case against
Moudud Apr 23

A High Court Divislon Bench
Monday issued rule upon the
Deputy Commissioner of Dhaka
to show cause within four
weeks why the proceedings
against Moudud Ahmed in a
case pending before Divisional
Special Judge, should not be

qu*ll;lgd. ﬁ'ﬁ?ﬁ Bsc%mpriscd

Justice Anwarul Hugq
Chowdhury and Justice
Mohammad Abdul Karim. The
court fixed the date for hear-
ing on April 23.

The case in brief was
Moudud Ahmed, who was Vice
President and in-charge of the
Ministry of Industries, had, in
connivance with the then for-
mer Chairman of BCIC, ignored
the rules and regulations 1o
misuse power that caused loss
of public money.

addressing a public meeting at the
sterday.

— Star photo

Jamaat
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ing the country’'s Constitution |

by becoming the Jamaat chief,

The Jamaat acting chief
blamed the government for
losing to senses in identifying
its fricnds and foes and realis-
ing the truth.

Abbas Ali Khan further ac-
cused the ruling BNP of totally
failing to resolve the country's
biting issues like terrorism,
poverty and the issues with
India. "We regret that we sup-
ported the BNP in forming
government”, he commented.

Chaired by the city unit
Ameer of the party ATM
Azharul Islam, the meeting was
also addressed by the Nayeb-e-
Ameers Shamsur Rahman and
Abul Kalam Yousuf, Secretary

| General Matiur Rahman Nizamdi

and other central leaders in-
cluding All Ahsan Muhammad
Mujahid, Quamaruzzaman,
Maulana Abdus Sobhan, Shetkh
Ansar Alf and ATM Masum.

Shamsur man wondered
how the BNP arrested Golam
Azam whose support helped it
lo go to power.

Abul Kalam Yousuf alleged
that the sponsors of the 'Gana
Adalat’ included the killers of
late President Ziaur Rahman.
He also criticised the Awami
League chiel Sheikh Hasina for
supporting the Gana Adalat.

Maulana Matiur Rahman
Nizami in his speech said that
the government arrested
Golam Azam to please a certain
quarter which, according to

him, wanted to dest Islam,
democracy and independence.
The role played by Golam

Azam during |the Liberation
War was also played by many
others who later became min-
isters, MPs and the country's
president, Nizami said.

Party activists said they had
reports that five militants
managed to cross the Ceasefire
Line that divides Indian and
Pakistani-ruled parts of dis-
puted Kahsmir. No confirma-
tion was available.

Muzaffar earlier escaped
capture when scores of pﬁt
brandishing guns swooped on a
news conference he called in
the small of Gujar Bandi
a few kilometres from the bor-
der.

He slipped away with a
dozen followers, vowing to
carry out his pledge to cross
the Ceasefire Line in a show of
solidarity with a Muslim upris-
ing in Indian Kahsmir that has
killed more than 6,000 in the

L two :

PHAFF I:n:rm Srinagar adds:
Some 1,000 Muslims ”‘3‘“‘ a
pro- Kashmir independence
rally here today, burning the
government of Pakistan-con-
trolled Kashmir in effigy for
not allowing a storming of the
Indian zone

The rally was staged as
Indian troops along the
Ceasefllre Line dividing the
Muslim-dominated mountain
region stayed on maximum
alert and enforced a curfew in
three tense border towns.

No attempt to storm the
border was reported.

4 Shantibahini
men killed in
clash with

security forces

From Staff Correspondent
CHITTAGONG, Mar 30:;

Security forces today killed
four Shantibahini men in a
clash at Bashantipara under -
Juraichhari

upazila in

Rangamati district.
The clash took place when
the security forces had raided

a hide-out of the Shantibahint

men ecarly this morning. The
forces were carlier 4nformed
of the hide-out where 10 to

12 Shantibahin! men were

aged be-

slaying.

The insurgents

tween 25 to 30 were identified |
as Sagar Asha Chakma, Buddah
Chakma, Gnean Ratan Chakma
and Shatu Chakma

Prime Minister
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[riendly relations with neigh-
bours, she added.

On

adverse remarks about survival |

of democracy of [ndia at a time
when Bangladesh was moving
towards greater democracy
posed any problem for
Bangladesh, she said she was
proud that her country was
getting more democratic.
"Alter nine years of auto-
cratic rule, we restored free-
dom of the press, an indepen-
dent  constitutional process
and free and fair. elections, we
expect that in our neighbours
countries, people's rule will

- also remain effective®, she
' sadd.

BCCI
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However, there will be no
reduction in case of non-resi-
dent foreign currency deposit.
The proposal has also relieved
the proposed bank from meet-

' ing the"'contingent labilities’

|
|

~ [viz LCs and guarantees).
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Beirut from Apr 1

BEIRUT, Mar 30 Lebanon, Syria, Jordan and the Palestine

Liberation Or have
2 w decide whether to att

to mect in Betrut 1-

a fifth round of Middle East

peace talks, the Foreign Ministry announced Monday. reports

Mujahideen rocket
Jalalabad : 4 killed

IW,I&:MMMMerHﬂn&M
20 injured when Mujahideen slammed the castemn
city of Jalalabad with rockets Monday, radio Kabul . re-

AP.

ports AFP.

Brazilian cabinet resigns

BRASILIA (Brazil), Mar 30: The Cabinet of President

Fernando Collor De Mello resigned

but six ministers

were asked to stay on, Marcos Coimbra, the Secretary-
General of the presidency anmounced. He said the resigna-

tions took

plmmtnlhf,mmhntyummu

“feel free to name new ministers”, reports AP.

Newsprint price
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lower price than the actual
production price. At present,
cach ton of newsprint is being
marketed at Taka 18000 while
the production price stands at
Taka 25,040 a ton. Concerned
sources sald that the sudden
rise in furnace ofl price during
the Gulf War Increased the

. production price of newsprint

by about Taka 9000 a ton. After
the war, the price of furnace

| ofl was not reduced,

About Taka 17 lakh worth of

. furnace ofl is required for the

J_

being asked whether the |

The reduced liabilities of |

the BCCI according to the pro- |

posals, will be settled by the

1

new bank in cash or in the |

manner desired by the credi-
tor.

First one lakh taka, after
reduction of Tk 50 thousand
already obtained by the depost-
tors from the Agrani Bank, will
be paid on demand or on ma-

turity while further one lakh |

will be paid after three
months. Then the next one

lakh taka after six months — |

- look

mills a day
Sources said that although

' the ofl is supplied to the pri-

vale sector at a subsidised rate
of Taka 9 a gallon, the price
for the same oll to the mills 1s
Taka 24 a gallon. The KNM has
a capacity production of 4000
tons a month.

While newsprint is being
sold at a lower price than the
actual production price, the
Forest Department has in
formed the KNM that the
price of wood used as raw ma-
terial has been increased to
Taka |5 per cuble foot from
the previous price of about 63
paisa only Forest Department
the decision in
November. 1991. This iIn-
crease would add another Taka
1700 1o each ton of
newsprint.

The Forest Department in a
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and witnesses with seven
criminal offences Saturday and
the CMM issued warrants of
arrest against them the same
dary.

A group of lawyers Sunday
demonstrated before the court
of the CMM protesting the is-
suance of warrants of arrest.
They entered the CMM court
in a procession at about 4-30
pm., raising slogans against the
magistrate and the warrant
orders and tried to ransack
the court but could not do so
due to intervention of the po-
lice, Senior Assistant
Commissioner of Metropolitan

. Police S. Barua said.

Strong security measures
was taken in the court
premises yesterday.

Azam's detention
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was dectained under
Foreigners Act.

Prof, Azam was detained on
the eve of March 26 ‘trial’ of
him by a "People’s Court™ at
Suhrawardy Uddyan in the
city that gave verdict that the
Jamaat leader was punishable
to death for war crimes.

The controversial Jamaat
leader had lost his Bangladeshi
citizenship for opposing the
independence. He lived in ex-

the

| fle until 1978, but returned

the Bangladesh with a

. Pakistani passport. His citizen-

. ship is yet to be restored.

Tk 1.5 lakh after 12 months — |

Tk 2 lakh after 18 months —
Tk 2.5 lakh after 24 months—
Tk 3 lakh after 30 months
after the commencement of

| operation of the new bank.

The remaining balance will
be paid on demand after 36
months of the appointed date.

According to the recom-
mendatfons, the first chief ex-
ecutive of the proposed bank
shall be appointed by the
Government while the board of
directors shall consist of 11

members. Of the 11, 3 will be
nominated by the
Government,

The recommendations also
said that the "employees of the
BCCI shall stand trans-
ferred to the Bank (new one)
and shall become an employee
of the Bank on the same terms
and conditions as were appli-
cable to him immediately be-
fore the appointed day and
shall continue to do so unless
and until such terms and con-
ditions are altered by the Bank
with the approval of the
Ban h Bank.

present deposit of the
defunct BCCI is Tk 622.07 cr
while its investment stands at
Tk 98.39 cr with loan and ad-

vances of Tk 473.40 cr. The
capital of the bank 1s Tk 2].28
cr while its provision for bad
debt is Tk 176.27 cr.

In his petition, Golam Azam
claimed that he was a citizen

. of Bangladesh by birth and

hence his detention under the

~ Foreigners' Act was {llegal.

|
‘.

F

Explaining, the petitioner
sald he went to the then West
Pakistan during the War of
Liberation but could not return
home here to live permanently
and eventually returned in
1978,

The defence argued that cf-
tizenships of more than 30
people who were then in West
Pakistan, including late Ham-
idul Huq Chowdhury, Kor-ban
Ali, Zulmat Al{ and Sheikh
Ansar Alf were cancelled.

But the citizenships of all, -

except Golam Azam, were re-
stored. This move was political
and discrimination before the
law, defence added.

The petitioner who has
been living in his own home
for the last 158 years is very
much a citizen of Ban sh.

- He cannot be detained under

the Foreigners' Act.

The learned court {ssued
the rule after hearing the
counsel for the petitioner. The
prosecution stressed on the
section of the Foreigners' Act
under which the Jamaat leader

- was detained,

Barrister Korban All, Bar-

rister Abdur Razzak and others
appeared on behall of Prof

Golam Azam.

recent letter told the BCIC
that if the corporatiory fafled to
pay the arrears of the wood at
the new rate since November,
the supply of wood would be
stopped.

On the other hand, the
BCIC authorities have also told
the Forest Department that ff

production in the mills was
hamrcnd due to shortage of

. the Forest Department
would have o compensate.

How ever no improvement has
been made in the sftuation till

Envoy to UK
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of the appointment will be
made shortly, the sources said.

Mecanwhile, Dhaka is yet to
name its High Commissioner
to Delhi. The post is lying va-
cant since Faruk Ahmed
Chowdhury's retirement.

Sources say the authorfties
proposed the name ol Reaz
Rahman, the Foreign Secre-
lary. but later withdrew it

Rumours have (t that the
also end up
appointing a ‘politician’ for the
crucial job citing the Iu‘hl;
politicised’ relationship wit
India.

But some tend to contest
the idea saying that an ‘expert’
should be sent there ‘although
a political appointee may have
some ‘image’.

Meeting ground
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The sub-committee has
been formed with four MPs
representing ruling BNP,
Awami League (AL), Jatiya
Party (JP) and Jamaat.

Works Minister while talk-
ing to this correspondént last
night said that the sub-com-
mittee, in a bid to identify the
piece of land, would start
talking to the relevant gov-
ernment departments soon.

Replying to a question the
Minister told The Daily Star
that the sub-committee was
not given any time frame for
the job.

Hearing on bail
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quashed for the sake of the
country’s honour.

Barrister Istiaq and Barr-
ister Islam were assisted by
Syed Golam Mostofa, Barrister
K S Nabi and Saifuddin Ahmed.

Justice T H Khan, Deputy
Attorney General Abdus Sha-
heed and Asstt Attorney
General Shamsul Karim were
in the prosecution side.

Warrants of arrest were f{s-
sued on March 28 by the CMM
Court against Jahanara Imam
and 23 other sponsors of the
People’s Court charged with
sedition, conspiracy against
the government and creating
law and order situation by
holding trial on March 26 of
Jamaat Leader Prof Golam
Azam. The court gave the ver-
dict that Golam Azam is pun-

Government

ishable to death for war
crimes.
Senior lawyers Dr Kamal

Hossain and Barrister Amirul
Islam moved the High Court
Sunday against the order of the
CMM Court and secured antic-
ipatory ball for the 24 accused
till disposal of the petition.

WB aid
From Page 1 Col §

years will be strictly based on
"expected improvement in the
pace of project implementa-
tion.”

"What is critical at this
stage for Bangladesh is not the
commitment but {mprove-
ments in dld utilization and
project processing procedures
s0 as te accelerate disburse-
ments,” the memorandum
said.

Bangladesh officials said the
government would finalise its
talking points and expecta-
tions from donors at next
month's Paris meeting after
the Finance Minister's current
mission to the World Bank

arters in Was .

It was learnt, the mem-
orandum being prepared by
the government, is at the H
stage of preparation.



