Come to CHITTAGONG Come to |

before

BANGKOK THAI RESTAURANT |

only place for ORIGINAL THAI FOOD & SEAFOOD

in CHITTAGONG (NO BRANCH). Please try us and you |
Jove BANGKOK THAI RESTAURANT more than

143 ASIAN HIGHWAY, OPPOSITE Y.M.CA. NASIRABAD.
CHITTAGONG, TEL: 2668, Fax: (880 01)- 228

VOL. Il NO.75 REGD. NO. DA

Inside Today

Top Tiger still holds
Sri Lanka to

ransoms
Page 4

Head of UN inspection
team to Iraq speaks
to newsmen

Arab move over Pan
Am issue fails

Page 5

Business

Security deposit of
scheduled banks low-
ered to 6 per cent
Page 7

Metropolitan

Dhaka Day by Day
4 -

Paralysed but painting
| like a dream

Page 3

NEWS BRIEFS

Attorney general

By Staff Correspondent

Attorney General Aminul
Haque, yesterday tendered his
resignation but the authorities
did not accept it, sources said.
The reason for his submitting

resignation letter could not be
known.

greets Biswas

Queen Elizabeth has sent a
message to President Abdur
Rahman Biswas on the occa-
sion of the independence and
national m of Bangladesh. In a
message said, “as your ex-
cellency and the people of the

People’'s Republic of Bang-
ladesh celebrate your National
Day, it gives me much plea-
sure to send you my warm
congratulations and best
wishes for the prosperity of

your country”, reports BSS.

HC vacation
bench function

A vacation bench of the
High Court division will func-
tion from April 1 to 9 for hear-
ing important matters, an ofli-
clal handout said, on Monday.
The one-man bench will com-
prise Justice Bimalendu Bikash
Roy Chowdhury, reports BSS.

Passengers robbed
of Tk 1.50 lakh

Jessore, Mar 30: Dacoits
Jyobbed cash and valuables
worth about Tk 1.50 lakh
from passengers of a night
coach near Kaliganj in the dis-
trict last night. Police said,

the dacofty was committed
when the coach ‘'Diganta
Paribahan’ (Dhaka Metro

1210) reached at Magura. The
mdlﬂﬂltlmm ml' ling in the

guisc of passengers,
reports UNB.
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Saifu

The World Bank has finally
decided to recommend 2.1
billlon US dollars in aid to
Bangladesh for the coming fis-
cal at next month's Atd
Consortium meeting in Paris,
reports UND.

Official sources said yester-
day that the bank, in fts fi-
nalised version of aid memo-
randum prepared for the Paris
moot, is expected to recom-
mend the donors to pledge
between 1.9 and 2.1 billlon US
dollars for Bangladesh for
1962-93 fiscal.

Of the expected pledge,
indicates the bank memo, 1.4
to 1.5 billion US dollar would
be as project aid, 450 to 500
million dollar as commodity
aid and 150 to 200 million

dollar as food aid.

The latest pledge to be rec-
ommended is 200 million dol-
lars up from the amount the
World Bank planned in the
draft memorandum prepared
in early February. In the draft
memo, the bank indicated the
aid recommendation for next
fiscal might not exceed 1.9 bil-
lon US dollars.

Officials linked World
Bank's decision to raise the
level of recommendation to
improved trend in aid utiliza-
tion in last two months.

Meanwhile, Finance Minis-
ter Saifur Rahman leflt Dhaka
for Washington last night for
pre-Paris meeting discussions
with key officials of the World
Bank and International Mone-
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tary Fund — the sponsorin
agencies for the annual Aj
Consortium meetings.

The Finance Minister (s
scheduled to meet World Bank
President Lewis Preston, its
Executive Director Moin Ku
reishi, Vice-Presidents Attila
Karaosmanogilu and Joseph
Wood and, IMF Managing
Director Michael Camdessus.

On the eve of Rahman's de
parture, concerned officials
salid Bangladesh Finance
Minister would try to persuade
pelicy makers of the World
Bank to maintain the Aid
pledge at lcast at last year's
level.

The Paris Consortium last
year pledged 2.3 billon US
dollars for fiscal 199] 92

r off to US for pre-Paris meet

WB to recommend $2.1 b aid

The bank policy makers are
likely 1o be cautioned that any
cut in ald at this moment
would affect the on-going
structural reform programmes
in Bangladesh, offictals added.

The Finance Minister, dur-
ing his three-day stay in the
US capital, is also likely to

ursue the World Bank for re-

ng its rigid terms attached

to aid to help the country im

prove the pace of aid utiliza-
tion.

Slow aid utilization s now
being criticised often by the
World Bank and other Western
donors.

In its memorandum, the
Workd Bank cautioned that aid
recommendations in fluture
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Myanmar refugee
influx a ‘great

concern’:

Unabated influx of the Myus-
lim refugees from Myanmar
into Bangladesh has caused
"Areat concern” among the
international community, Uni-
ted Nations Secrctary General
Boutros Ghali's special envoy
Jan Eliasson said here Monday,
reports HSS.

There is a growing realisa-
tion of the gravity of the situa-
tion® Eliasson, UN Under
Secrctary General for Humani-
tarian Afflairs, told newsmen
upon arrival at the airport.

He said the refugee situa:
tion was ‘very sad and he was
looking forward to have a close
look at the problem during his

Eliasson

three-day visit here.

Ellasson, who has been
despatched by the UN Secre
tary General for an on-the-spot
asscssment of refugee prob
lem, will also visit Myanmar
during the current swing.

Elasson said he would have
substantial talks here with the
Bangladesh side on different
aspects of the refugee issue
and said aim of his talks in
Bangladesh and Myanmar
would be ‘safe and voluntary
return of the refugees to their
homes.

The UN Under Secretary
General said he found some
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Jahanara Imam and other
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members of the 'Public Trial Committee' leaving the court with
lawyers and supporters after hearing of the case by a High Court Division bench on Monday.

iy

Warrants against ‘Gana Adalat' members

The hearing of the bail peti-
tion of 24 members, organis-
ers and witnesses of the Gana
Adalat (People's Court) contin-

ues today (Tuesday) at the
Division Bench of the High

Court, court sources said
Monday.
The Bench, comprising

Justice Anwarul Huq Chowd-
hury and Justice Abdul Karim
after hearing the defence side
Monday adjourned the Court
until 10 am Tuesday. The court
will today hear the prose-
cution.

The Judges stayed the op-
eration of the warrants until
completion of the hearing
[ “The Court is adjourned un-
til 10 am tomorrow (Tuesday)
and they (24 accused) shall not
be arrested till then,” Justice
Anwarul Huq Chowdhury told
the crowded court after an
hour.of hearing.

Barrister Syed Istiaq Ahmed
and Barrister Amirul Islam
pleaded that the charges
brought against the accused
Eﬂ: 'unbelievable and ridicu-

s.

Barrister Istiaq said that the

Hearing on bail
continues today

By Staff Correspondent

accused have a high social and
personal position and can
never be involved in such
charges.

"They spoke against Golam
Azam not against the state,”
Barrister Istiaq said adding
“the honour of the country has
been lowered by comparing
the state with Golam Azam."

He pleaded that there is a
'rule of practice’ to appear in
the court from where warrants
are {ssued but it is not 'rule of
law’, he added.

The Division Bench of the
High Court has every right to
grant bail and specially {n this
‘extraordinary’ case the Court
can violate the 'rule of prac-
tice,’ he said.

Barrister Amirul Islam said
that it was a conspiratory case
like the "Agartala Sharajantra
Mamla" (Agartala Conspiracy
Case) for which the warrants
were issued at night.

Some of the accused had
not received their warrants of
arrest until Monday, he added.

Barrister Islam also pleaded
that the case should be
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Arrest warrants

1ssued as per
law : CMM

The Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate (CMM) of Dhaka ,
Azizul Huq Bhuiyan yesterday
said he issued the warrant
orders against 24 persons in-
volved in the March 26 'Gano-
Adalat’ (People's Court)
according to law in the
greater national interests.

Talking to BSS he said he
did not find anything unlawful
in It

Meanwhile, no lawyer ap-
peared before the CMM court
yesterday to press the demand
for withdrawal of warrant
orders issued by the CMM
against the 24 persons in-
volved in the recent Gano-
Adalat.

The Chiel Metropolitan
Magistrate said he was writing
to *the higher court against
“violation of sanctity of the
court” by a group of lawyers
Sunday. These lawyers, he said
could also write to the higher
court against the warrant
orders "instead of resorting to
unlawful activities”.

He said "it shows that this
group of lawyers though being
part of the court became part
of terrorism”.

The Officer-in-charge of the
Ramna Police Station lodged a
case charging 24 persons in-
cluding the organisers, judges

See Page 12 Col 7

4__ Newsprint

price likely
to be raised

By Inam Ahmed

The Price of newsprint may
be ratsed again in the next
budget.

Sources said that Bang-
ladesh Chemical Industries
Corporation (BCIC) had
proposed to raise the price of
newsprint to Taka 26,000 a
ton for general use.

However, newsprint would
be provided at a lower price to
the newspapers. Hall of the
demand of the newspapers
would be provided at lgul
Taka 21,000 per ton. The rest
would be provided at Taka
25,040 a ton.

Sources said that a meeting
of the ministers of Industries,
Finance and Information would
be held soon to decide the rate
of newsprint.

+The proposal to raise the
was made in view of the
- the” Khuina
Mills (KNM) is incurring. The
aggregate loss of the KNM is
about Taka 68 crore.

The mills suffered a loss of
Taka 15 crore in only the first
scven months (July-Jan ) of
this fiscal year. =

The losscs were mainly due
to marketing of newsprint at a

See Page 12 Col 7

Search for
meeting
ground on

By Nurul Kabir

Parlilamentary Standing
Committee on Works Ministry
is desperately searching for a
permanent place for the polit-
ical parties to hold their rallies
in the city.

Sources close to the com-
mittee said that the committee
had taken the move as the
leading political parties of the
country unanimously felt that
abrupt holdings of public
meetings in the city caused
enormous problems to the
citydwellers specially by means
of creating traffic jam in
different city roads.

The tra department of
the Dhaka Metropolitan Police
is also learnt to have been
pleading for taking necessary
steps to stop holding of public
rallies at different crossings of
the city for the sake of a
smooth traflic system in the
metropolis.

According to sources, the
ten-member Standing Commi-
ttee headed by Works Minister
Barrister Rafiqul Islam Miah at
a meeting on March 27 has
formed a four-member sub-
committee to find a plece of
land suitable for holding public
rallies of all the parties from
the abandoned property under
the City Corporation.
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Cabinet endorses
BCCI revival

By Toufique Imrose Khalidi

The Cabinet yesterday en-
dorsed the Finance Ministry
proposals on revitalisation and
reorganisation of the Bank of
Credit and Commerce Inter-
national(BCCI) operations in

h, sources said.

Earlier, the Finance
Dtviston of the Ministry had
prepared a brief for the
Cabinet for approval, contain-
ing various recommendations
including the mode of reim-
bursing the depositors.

The recommendations in-
cluded reorganising the capital
structure of the BCCI in line
with the Banking Company
Ordinance 1991.

AL the directive of
Minist of Finance,
Ban esh Bank (BB)
drafted a proposal after

the auditors’ report.
 The Finanee Ministry had
also sought the opinton of the
Law Ministry and recefved a
positive response.

According to the BB pro-
posal a new bank will be estab-
lished under a new name with
an authorised capital of Tk 100
cr out of which Tk 60 cr will
be paid up. Of the paid-up cap-
ital, the government will con-

the
the
had

tribute Tk 12 er while various
financial institutions will be of
fered to buy shares wosth Tk
24 cr.

The rest will be left for
public subscription where the
depositors will have prefer
ence.

According to the proposal,
the assets and labilities of the
defunct BCC| will be consid-
ered as the assets and liabfli-
ties of the new bank, while
there will be no accrual of in
terest on the deposits right
from July 5, 1991, the day the
BCCI operations were sus-
pended in Bangladesh.

On the reimbursement of
the depositors, it has been
suggested that the Habilities of
BCCl on unencumbered cus-
tomer deposits up to Tk S50
thous .:F be pald outright
while re wi
per cent reduction for the de-
posits ranging from Tk 11 lakh
to 20 lakh.

There will be a 45% reduc-
tion for the depositors having a
balance of more than Tk 45
lakh. But the reduced liability
shall not be less than Tk 12
lakh.
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Eree Azam or face
movement : Jamaat

By Staff Correspondent

Acting Amecer of the
Jamaat-e-Islami, Abbas Ali
Khan said Monday that the
government was digging its
own grave by, what he said,
bowing down to the sponsors
of the 'Gana Adalat’ (People’'s
Court).

He demanded the immedi-
ate and unconditional release
of his party Ameer.

Addressing a public meet-
ing in the city, the Jamaat
leader threatened the govern-

Azam's detention

Govt asked to
show cause 1n
three weeks

A Division Bench of the
High Court Monday issued rule
on the mment as to why
the detention order on Prof
Golam Azam will not be held
fllegal. The rule was returnable
in three weeks, reports UNB.

The Bench, comprising of
Justice |smailuddin Sarkar and
Justice Badrul I[slam Chow-
dhury, issued the rule upon a
writ filed by Golam Azam,
Ameer of Jamaat-e-Islami, who

See Page 12 Col 7
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Muggings, snat

Muggings and snatchings,
sometimes involving threats
to life, have increased alarm-
ingly in various parts of the
city in recent months and,
more often than not, women
are the target.

The female population, es-
pecially of the middle class,

Jhave become increasingly vul-

nerable. Recent newspaper
and police crime reports indi-
cate that a large percentage of
mugging victhms are women,
and a number of them suffered
serious injuries during the last
few weeks,

A total of 19 cases of mug-

gings were reported In
newspapers since the begin-
ning of the current month of
which ten victims were
women,

On Saturday last, when two
sisters were on their way to a
shopping centre through the
Ram Krishna Mission road on a
rickshaw, a couple of young
men attempted to snaich a
gold necklace from one of
them. Being exceptionally
brave and displaying rare
courage, the sisters strongly
resisted and finally managed
to apprehend one of the cul-
prits who was later handed

police.

On March 22, two armed
muggers riding motor-cycle
stopped a rickshaw near Asad

Gate and robbed gold chains

and bangles worth Taka
40,000 from the passenger, a
housewile living nearby.

News analysis

Again on March 19, three
women out on an Eid shopping
trip were attacked by muggers
at Kawran Bazaar at around 10
am. When they tried to resist,
severe stab injuries were in-
flicted on all three of them.

Even female police officers
are not safe from the hands of
criminals. On March 10, two
police women in civics were
travelling on a rickshaw when
it was stopped by two armed
motor-cycle riders near the
Met office at Agargaon at
around 10:30 am. mug-
gers snatched a gold chain off
of Subinspector Rebeka while
Assistant Subinspector
Azizunnesa was watching
helplessly.

Of the mugging incidents
reported in newspapers during
the period, no arrests were
made relating to these cases.

chings on increase in city

By S Y Bakht and Farid . Ahmed
over to the '

However, according to the
dally crime reports of the 14
police stations in the Metro
area {ssued by the Public
Relations Department of the
Detective Branch of Police.
about 30 arrests involving
mugging incidents were made

since the beginning of the
current month.
The police incidentally is

very much reluctant, for obvi
ous reasons, to Include mug-
ging cases lodged with the
police stations in their daily
crime reports for the press
uniess arrests are made.
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ment of a mass movement {f it
did not take action against the
organisers of the 'Gana Adalat’
immediately.

The city unit of the Jamaat
organised the meeting at the
north gate of the Baitul
Mokarram Mosque demanding
release of party leader Golam
Azam.

Golam Azam, stripped of his
citizenship, was arrested and
sent to jail March 24 for violat-
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PM tells Newsw_ic_lt_

Dhaka for friendly
ties with
neighbours

NEW YORK, Mar 30:
Bangladesh Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia has said
country would Ilike to
maintain friendly relations
with its neighbours eountries
and expressed the that
people’s rule would remain ef-
fective in all the countries of
South Asia, reports PT]

Asked by American news-
magarine ‘Newswerk' whether
she had discussed with India
the issue of [loeds In
Bangladesh caused by defor-
estation up the Ganges which
resulted in silt being washed
down and blecking the river,
she sald, these things we
must resolve on a bflateral ba-
sis We would like to maintain
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Hasina visits camps

Global intervention
sought to stop
persecution of

Rohingyas

TEKNAF, Mar 30
Opposition Leader Sheikh
Hasina Monday appealed to the
intermational community te
mount pressure on the
Myanmar military junta to hait
repression and hand-over
power to the elected repre-
sentatives there, reports UNB.

‘Create international pres-

sure and free four crore
+rj:-nmr:murnilur*gwr-n-:rrin:m%I people of
Myanmar from the confine-
ment of the Myanmar junta’,
she lold a spontanecous
of the Rohingya refugees at
Khuniapalong Monday afler-
noon.
Hasina pointed out that the
Myanmar military junta had
taken recourse to persecution
of Rohingya Muslims and
pushed them out of the coun-
try to divert world attention
from- *he internal political
problem.

With a design of not to
transfer power to the elected
representatives and their un-
crowned leader Aung San Suu
Kyi, the junta took this re-
E:rtauhﬁr action, the opposition

ader sald demanding {imme-
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BNP leader
named Dhaka
envoy to UK

By Staff Correspondent

A physician turned polit-
cian is taking over as Dhaka’s
envoy to London.

Dr. AF M Yousuf, a central
leader of the ruling Bangladesh
Nationalist Party, succeeds
Ambassador Rezaul Kairm as
Bangladesh's High Commissio-
ner.

A resident of Chittagong, Dr
Yousuf, 62 had been a medical
practitioner until he joined
politics during General Ziaur
Rahman's rule.

The official announcement
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