Dhaka University,
- Sylhet, Chitta
singh all moved
into the zonal
firals while Tan-
gail, Gaibandha and Bagerhat
qualified for their respective
semifinals of the Goid Leal
national cricket champlonship
beating their respective
opponents at different venues
across the country yesterday

Dhaka University recorded
a massive | |4-run victory over
Bangladesh University of
Enginecring and Technology
(BUET) af the Dhaka Stadium.

Electing to bat, Dhaka
University made 213 runs for
the loss of seven wickets from
their guota ol 45 overs with
Rupam getting 47, skipper
Faruk Ahmed 39 and Suman
36,

The third-wicket partner-
ship between Faruk and Suman
added in valuable 49 runs to
the total

Kaiser of BUET took three
wickets [or
Towrid, Rupak and Rais got
one apiece. |

In reply. BUET. were skit-
tied for a poor 99 In 41.2
overs. =

Channu top scored with 28
while Towrid got 15.

Rupam claimed three wick-
cts while Joydev, Shabbir and
Tutul got two wickets each for
Dhaka University.

Dhaka University will now
take on the winners of the
malch between Bangladesh
Biman and BKSP in the zonal
final scheduled to be held on
April 1. .

At Chandpur, Sylhet also
posted a handsome 179-run
victory over Hibiganj.

Sylhet will mnow face
Madaripur in the zonal final
scheduled for tomorrow.

Batting first, Sylhet piled up
a huge 333 for nine wickets in
44 overs, thanks to Jamal,
Shantoo, Sohel Hamid and
Suru jor their sensibie batting.

Jamal, Shantoo, Sohel and
Suru scored 88, 67, 58 and 56
respeciively.

Mofazzal, Shamir and
Sankha took two wickets
apiece for Habiganj

In their turn, Habigan|
¢ould muster only 154 for
cight wickets in 44 overs.

‘Shamir topscored with 42
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Big wins for DU, Mymensingh |

43 runs while.

Sports Reporter

while Sankha got an unbeaten
28 for Habigan).

Suman of Sylhet took four
wickets for 21.

At Sylhet, Chittagong
erushed Chandpur by seven
wickets in the zonal semifinals.

Chittagong will now clash
with Comilla to decide the
ronal finalists tomorrow.

Pul into bat, Chandpur were
all out for a paltry 86 (n 35.5
overs.

Shakil and Badrul scored 23
and 12 respectlively for
Chandpur

Chapal took three wickets
for Chittagong conceding 11
runs

In reply, Chittagong made
B7 for three wickets in 23 .4
overs with Chapal making 30
and Didar 19.

Mostafa claimed two wick-
ets for Chandpur.

At Faridpur, Mymensingh
registered an impressive [75-
run victory over Sherpur.

Mymensingh will face the
winners ol the match between
Narayanganj and Tangadl in the
ronal final to be held on April
1.

Mymensingh batted first
and made 282 for eight wick-
ets in 42 overs with Sanwar
getting 73, Liton 6] and Ratan
54.

Sajjad and Mamun took
three and two wickets respec-
tively for Sherpur.

In their turn, Sherpur were
dismissed for a measly 107 in
36.3 overs, thanks to Zakir,
Sanwar and Billu, the
Mymensingh bowlers who
claimed two wickets apiece,

Mamun made 37 for
Sherpur.

At Jessore, Kushtia beat
Mcherpur by 88 runs In the
zonal semifinals.

Kushtia will not take on

Satkhira in the zonal final
scheduled for April 1.

Kushtia made the first use
of the strip and were all out for
170 In 43 overs with Apan,
Shafiq and Asim scoring 28,
25 and 24 respectively.

Salam bagged four wickets
while Khasru pocketed two for
Mcherpur.

In reply, Mcherpur were
dismissed for a poor 82 in
22.3 overs.

Ripon took four wickets
while Tapan and Sadi got three

and two respectively for
Kushtia.
AL Barisal, t reached

the zonal semifinals beating
Hmjrlr by 64 runs.

Electing to batl, Dagerhat
made 243 all out in 42 overs
thanks to Tutul who went
great guns hitting a fine 109. It
was the first century of the
current championship.

Swapan and Mahbub scored
46 and 30 respectively for
Bagerhat.

In reply, Perojpur were
booked for 179 with Nakib
making 46.

Mahmud and Akhi
three wickets each
Pirojpur.

erhat will now clash
with Khulna in the tonal semi-
finals next Wednesday

At Pabna, Gaibandha beal
Thakurgaon by seven wickets.

Gaibandha will clash with
Hﬂ:}:haht in the zonal semifi-

also on Wednesday.

Batting first, Thakurgaon
were all out for a mere 111 in
34 overs with Dipu and Sagar
scoring 24 and |5 respec-
tively.

Rousseak took three wick-
ets for Gatbandha

Gaifbandha made 112 for
three wickets in 24.3 overs
with Lipon remaining unbeaten
on 61.

At Tangail, Faridpur also
recorded a seven-wicket vic-
tory over Rajbari in the zonal
quarterfinals.

Sent into bat, Rajbari were
all out for 101 in 38.2 overs.

Kalidas and Tito scored 30
and 20 for Rajbari.

Shamim and Bablu took
three wickets each while Effee
got two for Faridpur.

In their turn, Faridpur
made 104 for three wickets in
223 overs with Babu and Bablu
making 40 and 22 respec-
tively.

Mannan and Kalidas bagged
a wicket apiece for Rajbari.

Meanwhile, the result of the
tie between Lalmomirhat and
Naogaon at Thakurgaon was
not available till the filing of
this report.

Some more semifinals will
be held today, the fourth day of
the championship. Bangladesh
Biman will clash with BKSP in
the Dhaka zonal second semi-
fnal at the Dhaka Stadium.
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Dexter plays down apprehensions

GATWICK, Eng-
® land, Mar 29;
England Chair-
man of selectors

Ted Dexter

played down sug
gestions on his side's retum

home today that the forthcom-
ing scries with Pakistan will be

——

another {ll-tempered affair.
reports AFP
lan Botham had wurged

Imran Khan to discipline his
side aflter the England all-
rounder and some of his
teammates were the target to
verbal abuse from the
Pakistanis during last weck's
World Cup final in Melbourne.
In recent years, series be-
tween the two countries have
been marred by controversy,
culminating in the incident in
Pakistan four years ago. when
former skipper Mike Gatting
clashed with umpire Shakoor

Golf results

CALCUTTA, Mar 29:
Australian Stewart Ginn played
some scorching golf here
Saturday and stayed clear at
the top after the third round of

Rana on the field.
But Dexter, who greeted

the England side with a cham-
pagne receplion,

Greg Matthews'
milestone

PERTH, Mar 29 : Greg
Matthews, the veteran all-
rounder consistently over-
looked by the Australian se-
lectors, became Sunday the
first Australian-born player
this century to compile 500
runs and capture 50 wickets
in a first-class scason, re-
ports AFP.

The New South Wales
player reached the milestone
when he bowled Brendan
Jullan on the second day of
the Sheffield Shield final
against western Australia at
the WACA Ground here.

Matthews took 3-49 in the
Western Australian first in-
nings and now has 52 wick-
cts at an average of 20. 17
and 548 runs at an average of
42.31.

The only other Australian
to accomplish the feat was

stressed:"Cricket has never
been in a stronger position to
controi behaviour.”

"The code of conduct has
everyone's backing. Our um-
pires are more than capable of
handling aflairs on the field
and the match referee is an
excellent innovation.”

"There was no question
about our behaviour throughout
the winter. | saw very little to
suggest it was anything other
than exemplary, despite all the
pressures.”

Gooch believes Imran’s
team will be very difficult to
beat aflter their success in

Melbourne.
"Pakistan are dangerous,”

he emphasized. "They have
four or [ive world-class play-
ers.”

"They got their act together
in the World Cup and played
better then us in the final. It
will not be a question of trying
to get revenge this summer.
The series will be as important
As any other and it will be
tough.”

England’'s homecoming

minus Botham, Allan Lamb,
Neil Fairbrother and Dermot

| |

Pakistan's Raja Muhammad Asaf gave Bangladesh her only consolation in the Davis Cup
play-off by losing his return singles match to Hira Lal yesterday at the Ramna Tennis
Complex. Pakistan won the tie 4-1.

—Star photo

S

LONDON, Mar 29:
Reigning Davis
Cup champions
France won a
temporary repri-
eve on Sat
when Guy Forget and Henry
Leconte came back from two
scts down to win the doubles
in thetr quarter-final tte
against Switzerland, reports
Reuter.

The hard-fought victory
took the Nimes tie to 2-1 ,
after the Swiss had won both
Friday's singles, and kept
France in the competition fpr
at least one more day.

Sweden had a much easier
time in their tie against
Australia in Lund, becoming
the first side into September's
ilc 3-0 lead on the second

World number one Stefan
Edberg and Anders Jarryd,

their doubles partner-
ship of old, scaled Sweden's
triumph with a 6-3, 6-3,3-6,
6-1. victory over John
Fitzerrald and Todd Woodb-
ridge.

Sweden, champions four
times, will now play either the
United States or Czechos-
lovakia whose quarter-final in
Fort Myers, Florida, will be
scitled today.

The Americans, runnec-up
last year, had been expected
to wrap things up on Saturday,

doubles specialist Rick Leach
and former world number one
John McEnroe 6-3, 6-4, 6-4 .

Rain was the only winner in
Brazil, where the nation's
quarter-final against Italy was
running well behind schedule,

The score had stood at 1-0
to the Italians on Friday night
after Omar Cam beat
Luiz Mattar in the opening
day’'s only match.

Play got under way six hours
late on Saturday, with Brazil's
Jaime Oncins playing Paolo
Cane in the second singles
rubber, postponed from Friday.

The doubles, between
Fernando Roese and Cassio
Motta of Braztl and Camporese
and Diego Nargiso was due to
be played later on Saturday,
weather permitting.

France had looked to be in
serious trouble on Friday when
captain Yannick Noah gambled
on using novices Thierry
Champion and Amaud Boetsch
the singles instead of Forget

" and Leconte, who have both

been injured.

Both champion and Boetsch
were beaten and Forget and
Leconte looked close to losing
the hero status they earmed in
last year's final when they
‘came within two points of de-
feat in Saturday’'s fourth set.

But, urged on by the B,000
fans in the Roman amphithe-
ater at Nimes, Forget and

Swedes first into semifinals

Leconte turned the tables on
opponents Jakob Hiasek and
March Rosset.

The French pair, who had
never been beaten in nine pre-
vious Cup doubles matches,
won a fourth-set tie-break 7-5
and, after more than four
hours on court, took the match
4-6,4-86-12,7-6,64.

But the French team still
faced an uphill struggle with
victory needed in both today's
reverse singles.

"We've won a battle but not
the war,” said Forget.

France can only hope that
Hiasek, who opens against
Champion today, and Rosset,
who plays Boetsch, will be
tired after spending more than
scven ours on court so far,

Sweden's victory signalled
an upturn in the nation's for-
tunes after embarrassing first-
round defeats last year and the
year before, following seven
conscculive appearances in
the Cup final,

"When they are inspired
and have on the court they can
beat anybody,” Swedish captain
Jonte Sjorgren said of Jarryd,
who was playing despite an in-
fected toe, and Edberg.

Australia, who Leat a de-
pleted Yugoslavia 5-0 in the
first round, have won the Davis
Cup 20 times since 1939. But
they took only one set in two
days against Sweden.

Hira Lal's win is hardly
any solace

Sports

Pakistan compie-
formali -

went down to

tamely
Muhammad Khalid.

In the first match of the
morning, Hira Lal beat Raja 6-
3, 57 and 6-2 to noteh a vic-

number one Rashid Maltk who
had to skip the schedule be-
cause of a shoulder infury and
the relatively inexperienced
Raja had to take his place.

Hira Lal began in style by
almost running away with the
first set but [altered in the
second when the tall and ath-
letic Raja broke his serviee fo
make t score five-all. The
Pakistani's aggresstve attitude
paid dividends as he won it at
7-5 to inject some life In an
otherwise Inconsequential
contest.

Hira Lal shru off his
slhuggishness from onset of
the third set and made up for
the poor service and return —
a common problemm with the

ed

local players — with some iIn-
teiligrnt passing shots.

The second match between
Pakistan number four |[seeded
second in this play-off en-

because of the non-

gagemenit
avadlability of the number two

seed of that country] Muham-
mad Khalld and Shibu Lal was a

denouement as the local player

was painfully toyed with a
tossed about by the more
experienced and distinctly
skilled Pakistani.

Khalid thrashed Shibu 6-0,
6-2. With the result already
having been decided beyond
doubt in the doubles contest
which the Pakistand won
Saturday following the victo-
ries in the first singles Friday,
the third set was not red,
thus sparing some sweat of the

coniestants in the oppressing

heat of late March.

Shibu had no answer to the
vastly superior service of the
Pakistani but he chipped iIn
with some fine forehand re-

turms. Khalid, more mobile and
drilled than his opponent,
caught his Bangladesh! coun-

terpart often on the wrong
foot.

The play olfl competition
sponsored by NEC falled gen-
erate interest among the en-
thusiasts because of the
Bangladesh Tennis Federa-
tion's polioy te throw in rela-
tively younger players into
action. However, the Fede-
ration's ftselfl was handicap-

ped with the non-avaflabflity of
players like Shovon Jamaly and

-Riad Rahman now studying

abroad.

] SAN ANTONIO,
Mar 29: Martina
Navratilova and
Nathalis Tauziat
will square ofl
Sunday for the i
US Women's
Championships

b

Ay

the
Hardcourts
after both advanced through

nal of

the quarterfinals and semi-

finals Saturday, reports AP.
While top-seeded Navra-

ultm__m both matches easi

M. NAVRATILOVA

after rain delayed quarterfinal
play Friday. No. 2 seed Tauziat
survived a second-set match
point against her (o go on to a
third-set victory against No. 6
scod Amy Frazier.

In the rain-clogged sched-
ule Saturday, Navratilova first
walked through an easy quar-
terfinal match, defeating
Raflaclla Reggi-concato of ltaly
6-0, 6-1.

Mcanwhile, Navratilova's
semifinal opponent, No. 8-
sceded Pam Shriver, struggled
through a punishing three-set
match against Houston's Lors
McNeil, winning in a Jfinal-set
ticbreaker, 6-7 (6/7, 6-2, 7-6
(7-3).

Navratilova in final

Navratflova then reached
the flinal by eliminating her
close [riend and longtime
doubles partner Shriver 6-4,
6-3

‘It's always hard to play
against a good friend,’
Navratilova said. * You want to
win, but then you feel bad for

your {rlend .”
The two now have met In
singles 42 times, with

Navratflova winning 39
Shriver sald her shoulder
had become sore during the
McNetl match. ° It's hard to
come back out and serve hard

again,” she said.
But Shriver said she was
happy to have reached the

semifinals of a tournament for
the first time in nearly three
years. * But | didn't have much
time to enjoy it,” she added.

France's Tauziat reached
the final by knocking out
Eugenia Maniokova of Russia 7-
6 (7-2), 6-4 in the quagterfl-
ruals.

in the semifinals Tauziat
dropped the first set to Frazier

4-6 belore winning the second
set. She lost lour set points be-
fore staving ofl a match point
for Frazier, finally winning the
tie breaker.

Tauziat said she looked for-
ward lo playing Navratilova on
Sunday, citing her victory over
Navratilova last April in
Barcelona, on clay.

"In my head, every time |
play her I'm better than be-
fore,” Tauziat said. " "Il have to
come to the net and pass well.”

Navratilova and Shriver, the
tournament’'s top-seeded dou-
bles team, will play semifinal
doubles match following the
single's final Sunday afltetnoon.
The doubles final will follow
that match.
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