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“Upazila retngupe:

’ !

Mar 29: Sale of adulterated
edible oil is rampant in the

district causing health hazards
of the consumers, reports
UNB.

Some dishonest traders are
mixing low quality ofl with
mustard ofl and selling those
in

cheaper rate.

Consumption of the oil
caused outbreak of wvarious
stomach ailments like dysen-
tery and gastro-intes dis-
eases, doctors said.

Local people called upon
the authorities to take strin-

gent measures against the

adulterators.

JHENIDAH

Arrest of Golam
Azam protested.

Mar 29: District unit of
Islami Chhatra Shibir held a
rally at Agrani Bank Square
protesting the recent killing of
a Shibir activist in Khulna and
arrest of Golam Azam Saturday
last, reports UNB.

Mostafizur Rahman
presided over the meeling
which was addressed, among
others, by Khairul Bashar,
Saifur Rahman and Omar Ali.

They rally was followed by a

procession.

KusaTid

One electrocuted
to death

Mar 29: A youngman was
electrocuted when he was
ng a cassctte recorder in
is house at Aruspara in the
town recently, reports UNB.
- According to family sources,
the victim Anu (22), while
switching on his cassctie
recorder suddenly got clectro-
cuted and was rushed to
General Hospital where h
died. :
In another incident, Anwara
(30) wife of Ainuddin of West
Majampur received electric
shock when she was handling
a heater.
She was rushed to the hos-
pital where her condition was

slaled lnh-rm I
one revolver with four rounds

of cartridges from two stu-
dents of | University on
Saturday, reports BSS.

Additional Superintendent
of Police said that on
secret information Ser t
Safjat Hossain and TSI
Samad recovered the illegal
arms and arrested the stu-
dents.

FARIDPUR
Indian sarees
worth about
Tk 6 lakh seized

Mar 29 Indian sarces worth
aboul Taka six lakh were
seized by police [rom
Charbhadrasan upazila of this

According to a police
source, 2279 pieces of Indian
sarces were being carried from
Plarkhalt bazar under Sadarpur
upazila te Dhaka via
C hadrasan. The sarees
were in gunny bags in a coun-
try boat on the river Padma.

Police also arrested Lhree
persens in this connection ac-
tion on secret information, a
contingent of police force led
by Officer-in-Charge
Charbhadrasan thana seized

PABNA
Toll collectors
stab businessman

Mar 29° A businessman was
stabbed in the town

markets at a compara- .

Mar 29: The fourth found-
ing anniversary ol Naogaon
Charan Shilpi Gosthi was ob-
served here with great enthu-
siasm, recently, reports UNB.

Famous singers Sohrab
Hossain and Rathindranath Roy
attended the three-day cele-
bration as guest artistes and
enthralled the audicnce with
their splendid performance.

Artistes including Mamunal
Chowdhury Raza and Mrs
Afroza Mamun sang a number
of songs.

They were also awarded
special gifts by the gosthi at
the ceremony which was {nau-
gurated by the Depuly
Commissioner U Ka Zain.

Elite of the town attended
the function.

CoMILLA

2 killed, 35
injured in - -
road mishaps

Mar 29: A young woman was
killed and 19 people were in-
jured in two separate road ac-
cidents at Dharampur on the
Dhaka-Chittagong Trunk Road

here recently police and hos-

pital sources said, reports
UNB.
On the day of incident,

three passengers of a private
car were seriously injured
when a truck collided head-on
with a car coming from the
opposite direction. The in-
jured persons were admitted
to the Comilla General
Hospital.

In another accident one
passenger was killed and 16
others were injured when a
passenger bus hit a truck
parked on the road.

The deceased was identi-
fied as Hasina Akhter (21) of
Dehidwar of the district.

SIRAJGANJ
Hartal observed

Mar 29: An eight-hour har-
tal was obscrved recently in
Raigan| upazila of the district

testing the delay in trans-
g‘:ml the Sub-registry office
[rom Salonga to Raiganj, re-
ports UNB.

Government ordered the
shifting of the office recently.
But, implementation of the
order was held up after the
people qf Salonga staged
demonstration and submitted a

memorandum to the DC
protesting It
The dawn-to-noon hartal
was observed iIn Raiganj,
Dhangora and Chandanbaisha
of Raigan| upazila.
TANGAIL
2 held, forged
passports
recovered
Mar 29: Tangail police ar-

rested Amullah Chandra and
Harendra Nath Bashak from
village Shandhara under
Mirzapur upazila recently in
connection with a passport
inrm case.
ice said that twentyeight

forged passports and other
forgery materials were recov-
ered in an

Police that another
passport forgery den was un-
earthed in Tangail town a few
months ago when two
were arrested and huge
:::q materials were recov-

SHERPUR
Forcst resource

on the verge of
extinction

Indiscriminate
of trees for use in the

has put forest re-
source in the district on the
verge of extinction, reports
UNB.

It has been alleged thai
about 15 brickfields in the dis-
trict were using firewood to
Burn bricks.

The timber traders in col
laboration with the brickfield
owners were felling trees in
the area threatening ecological

!

Bridkfield owners said
scarcity of coal and non-avail
ability of alternative fuel
have compelled them to use
[irewoond .

But officials denied the
chargr and said su of onal

to burn 1,000 bricks
dafly requirement of each
field is over 30,000 maunds.
This requirement doubles
when work in the fields is in
full swing in the months be-
tween December and April

!

GOPALGANUJ : The Deputy Commissioner, Akramuzzaman taking salute of the march past
held at the local stadium on the occasion of Independence Day.
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| No Fire Service Station in 10 UZs
Modern fire fighting
equipment needed

RAJBARI, Mar 29: Every
year fire incidents cause hcavy
damage to our property and
claim a good number of lives
due to shortage of fire stations
and fire equipment.

At present, there arc 117
Fire Service stations in the
country including nine naval
service slations.

According to statistical re-
port of the Fire Service and
Civil Defence office, 605 fire
incidents’ took place during
1991 where a total of 31 lives
was lost. '

But according to unoflicial
estimate, the number of fire
incidents will be more than
double and the death toll
would also be increased fur-
ther.

We do not get many news of
fire incidents and the extend
of damages as there is no fire
service units in big hals,
bazars. banders. upazilas and
some districts. Due lo bad
communication ‘system, the
Firc Service workers can not
reach to the spots and this no
doubt increases the extend of
damage.

. Some plastic foam and
chemical industrics have been

ity and other

T ——
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fn and around Dhaka
important
towns. But in casc of fire. the
department has no modoern
equipment to extinguish fire.

scl up

According to Fire Scrvice
Headquarters source, 1293

fire incident originated [rom

oven 1161 from cigarettc pull,
291 [rom open lamps, 243
from burning ashes. 141 from
children's [ire-play.

The source added that 691
firc inctidents happcned [rom
unknown rcasons, 82 cases
were by the mob, 73 cases
from the chemical reaction, 58
from misfire, 49 from machin-

troublc and 35 from c¢x-
cessive hcal. The department
gathered that maximum fire
incidents occurred [rom the
clectric short circuit. The sec-
ond largest incidents took
place from the oven fire, it is
leamnt. |

Out of the total fire incident

, 2040 are houses and
kitchen, 780 are cowsheds,
529 are shops and bazars, 222
are industries and godowns,
128 are automobiles, 102 are
hospitals, 71 are collon mills
and garment industries, 40 arc
boats, 38 are coal lire and 575

arc in other cases.

It is learnt that there is no
fire station in 10 upazilas of
the country. As a result, dam-
age from the fire inc¢idents in
the villages and pourashavas of
those upazilas is huge.

It can be mentioned here
that fire stations had becen sct
up in private initiatives in

many placcs of the abroad. It is
lcarnt Lhat it takes only Taka

40 lakh to set up a small-scale
fire station. A Fire Service
Department source expressed
that private inftiative in our
country can help reduce Lhe
extend of damage of the firc
incident through setting up of
Fire Service Stations.

Md Nurul Islam Lasker,
Director of the Fire Service
Department informed this cor-
respondent that the personnel
of the department are devoted
to minimise the damage [rom
the fire incidents. Lasker also
told that the existing amount
of damage can be reduced
through ‘opening ol new small
lire service stations, ;

The MD has urged the
people to be careful against any
fire incident and that could |
also reduce the damage to a
great extend. -

Remarkable success of
FP scheme

JESSORE, Mar 29 : The
Upazila Initiative Project (UIP)
on Family Planning Programme
at Jagodishpur union of Cheo-
wgacha Upazila in the district
has achieved tremendous succ-
ess during the first year of its

hmm to official source,

the project was started in
September 1990 and achieved
333 per cent success during
the period.

A comprehensive report on
the progress of the project
during the period indicates
that Contraceptive Preventive
Rate (CPR) rose to 84 per cent
where as the target was 61 per
cent. The rate of increase was
61 per cent at the beginning of
the project. The number of
new cases stood at 377 while
the target was 302.

The number of acceptors
rosc to 1474 against a total of
2151 able couples. The num-
ber of acceptors at the begin-
ning of the project was only
1097.

Cases of sterlisation stood at
16 where as the target was 10.
The rate of increase is 160 per
cent. The rate of increase In
IUD was 398 as the case stood
at 175 instead of 160. The
cases of injectables rose to 234
against the target of 44.

Use of oral pills cases rose
to 234 while the target was

yonoo, Chairman,
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100. The rate of increase in
this respect is 234 per cent.
The target of condom achieved
123 while the t was 50.
Similarly, Maternity and Child
care Services made remark-
able .

The Upazila Initiative
Project (UIP) was formally in-
augurated by Dr. Horyono Sue-
BKKBN
(Family Planning Coordinating
Board) Indonesia at Chowgacha
Upazila auditorium on Jply
22,1990,

It was attended among
others by Taslimur Rahman,
Joint Secretary, Mintstry of
Health and Family Planning,
Malcom Pervis, Director
USAID, Bhuyan Rabfuddin, DC,
Jessore, M A Sayed, Project
Director and others.

When contacted, the direc-
tor of the project informed
this correspondent that the
UIP presenta a picture ol won-
derful success. It's activities
were most impressive and
notgworthy, he expressed.

The UIP s a mechaniam
imported [rom Indonesia to
operate on family planing ex-
clustvely in rural Bangladesh ' It
trains up villagers o organise
social movement against popu-
lation éxplosion and paves way
for mass acceptance of the
family planning in a drive to

ensure lower fertility and
higher economic growth. It s
a package plan solely designed
to defuse birth rate and size up
family on planned parenthood.
It is an inceptive for the ac-
ceptors to attain small, happy
and prosperous family norms.
Concept of the project is
based on the principle of
community participation.
Formal and informal commu-
nity leaders including volun-
teers, professionals, teachers
and religious leaders f.e.,
Imams form commitiee at dif-
ferent tyres. They sit at
monthly meetings with gov-
ernment offlicials to discuss
roblems and Aind out modality
or splution.

The role of Imams is
vital to motivate and mould
public eptnion in favour of fam-
fly planning Women velunteer
are also very eflective. They
accept the family planning and |
go round from house to house |
to recruit new acceptors and
add to increase the strength of
CPR. This is on any account a
great plus in implementation
of the project.

The project is an organisa-
tion changed with the mission
to control birth rate and bring
about socio-economic devel-
opment of the unprivileged ru-
ral arcas.

1

BOGRA : Dr Gulshan Ara, a prominent Cyne Consultant of local Mohd. Ali Hospi
voluntarily performed major successful operation of 11 distressed women in Gabtali Upazila
Health Complex. In that operation programme, one 15 kg tumour was removed from a

women's belly.
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ties to accommodate the rising
number of students,

Most of the schools are in
dilapidated condition. The
shortage of teachers and fur-
niture have made the situation

- WOTSC.

About 2 lakh students are
now studying in 486 rm-
ment primary schools and 146
non-government primary
schools of the district. The
number of sanctioned ts of
tcachers is 2,868, but hardly
one-third of them are now on
the pay-roll.

Besides, schools which have
been damaged by floods,

storms, cyclones and natural
calamities during the last few

collapse at any moment.

Buildings of New Town,
Police Line, Pulhat, Khetripara,
Baluadanga and Barabandar
Government Primary Schools
in Dinajpur town were handed
over to the Facilities
Department but the contrac-
tors left them halfdone for
want of fund.

Some schools have no build-
ing at all and eight schools in
Sadar upazila, 21 schools in
Birol, 15 schools in Birganj
and 13 schools in Kaharol up-
azila are either kutcha or
dilapidated. About eight
schools in Chirirbandar, 10
schools in Birganj and 16
schools in Khansama upazila

MADARIPUR NAOGAON o |
Moerd e AT accommodate students
adulterated anniversary | From Our Correspondent
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cither on mats or on bricks
due to lack of benches. In
some schools there is not a
single chair for the teachers to
sit in.

Moreover, supply of neces-
sary applances -including
blackboards, chalk, dusters is
too inadequate. Eighty per
cent of the schools have no
playgrounds. Moreover, some
of the teachers are not dis-
charging their duties regularly,
it is informed by guardians.

Besides, abnormal high
price of paper and other mate-
rials coupled with chronic
poverty ‘continue to hinder
guardians sending thefr chil-
dren to schools.

~Notes from

o RKushtia

KUSHTIA, Mar 29 : One
Abul Kalam (20), a cyclist was
killed under the wheels of a
minfbus recently at Taragunia
Bazar under Mirpur upazila, -
reports BSS.

The victim died on the
spot.

The driver and hclﬁer fled

us and

-away.Puhccld:udth:

a case has been registered
with Mirpur police station.

4 hurt, 80 houses
gutted in fire

Four people were injured

and 80 houses were gutted
completely in a devastating fire
at Gorura in Daulatpur upazila
Wednesday.
- The five rendered 37 fami-
lies shelterless. The extent of
damage was estimated at 25
lakh. The origin of the fire
could not be ascertained im-
mediately.

Among the
Chanchal (4), Sabuj Ali (17)
and Khokan Ali (14), were
admitted to Kushtia General
Hospital with serious burn in-
juries.

In another incident, a
worker of Bangladesh Tobacco
Company was killed In train
accident on Friday.

Hanging of Golam
Azam demanded

The Muktijoddha Sangsad
Command Council, district
unit, held a rally at Public
Library premises in the town
demanding handing of war
criminal Golam Azam.

They brought out a proces-
sion which ed the mafn
thoroughfares of the town
chanting slogans in favour of
hanging for his anti-liberation
role in 1971.

The procession also dem-

injured

onstrated at Collectorate Buil-

ding premises which was
addressed by Unit Commander
Nasimuddin Ahmed.

The council, later handed
over a memorandum to the
Deputy Commissioner in this

regard

Indian clothes
recovered

The law enforcing
on Wednesday recovered Ind-
tan clothes and insecticides
valued at Taka one lakh and
five thousand from Allardaga
Bazar under Mirpur u and
Alamdanga under anga
u

According to an official
source, acting on secret in-
formation the esh Ri-
fles personnel raided the
areas and recovered the con-
traband goods.

The goods were deposited
to Kushtia Custom authorities.

Workshop on
Higher
Secondary edn

KHULNA, Mar 29 : A divi-
stonal workshop on Higher
Secondary Education institu-
tions was held Wednesday at
the auditorium of Boyra
Government Mannuzan Girl's

school, reports BSS.

The heads of all Higher
Secomdary institutions of the
diviston attended the work-
shop. Former Director General
of Secondary and Higher
Secondary Education Dr Hafez
Ahmed conducted the work-
shop as Coordinator of Cam-
bridge Education Cons-ultant
and Pathmark Associates of
Dhadea,

Vice Chancellor of Khulna
University Profl Dr Golam
Rahman, Director of Higher
Education Dr Shamsuzzoha and
Professor Md Nazrul Hug,
Chairman Jessore Secondary
Education Board spoke at the
workshop.

Speakers at the workshop
stressed - need for correct
study of the Higher Secondary
Education institutions in the
country which is essential for
the future of post secondary

education in Bangladesh.

Want of wheat hitsJ
FWP 1n 4 dists

BARISAL, Mar 29: Shortage

ol wheat in the southern dis-
tricts are hampering develop-

ment work under the Food for
Works Programme, reports
UNB.

Works on several projects
have been suspended due to
meagre supply of wheat in the
districts of Barisal, Patuakhali,
Bhola and Borguna.

During the current season,
44 per cent work under Relief
and Rehabilitation Directorate
and 59 per cent work of the
Water Development Board
were completed.

A total of 13,283 tons of
wheat were allocated for 299
projects under Reliel and
Rehabilitation Directorate
while 8,609 tons of wheat was
allocated for 88 projects of
Water Development Board.

But till date only 50 per
cent of wheat was recefyed by
the authorities to implement
the projects under FWP, offi-
cial sources said.

Government has taken
steps to minimise and in some
cases to withdraw cases filed
against the members of
Sarbahara Party and other un-
derground parties who sur-
rendered.

Committecs have been
formed in this regard in 10
districts hcaded by the Deputy
Commissioners io recommend
the cases to the concerned au-
thority.

According to the auther-
ties, about 450 members of
outlawed underground parties
have surrendered between
25th of December '9] and
January 25 '92.

They also handed over 300
different types of arms and
over 500 rounds of ammunti-
tion in Barisal, Jessore,
Rajbari, Shariatpur, Jhenidah,
Chuadanga, Narsingdi, Kushtia

and Magura.
None has surrendered [rom
the districts of Narail,

Jhalakathi and Perojpur, an of-
ficial source said

ﬂTown dwellers seek-

basic facilities

From Our Correspondent

GAIBANDHA, Mar 25 ; About
50,000 inhabitants of Gai-
bandha municipal area have
been suffering a lot for lack of
civic amenities.

The roads of the town are
narrow and in bad shape. Some
of them were damaged for
want of proper maintenance. It
is very difficult to drive vehi-
cles on it and to walk on foot.

Absence of proper drainage
system, scarcity of drinking
water, want of recreational fa-
cilities, mosquito menace,
inadequate street lights have
been long standing problems
being faced by the dwellers of
this thickly populated town.

The town is being expanded
day by day. With the increasing
population, the hava au-
thority could not provide
minimum civic amenities Lo
the le.

re is no public toilet in
the town. People use road side
in time of call of nature. There
is no arrangement for regular
cleaning the roads and drains
in the town. Most of the roads
of town are dirty and full of

garbages.

. Power supply is irregular in
the town. Most-of the light

posts of different mahallas do
not have bulbs. When these are
fused it takes a long time to
get them replaced. So, all the
arcas of pourashava plunge
into darkness after sun set due
to shortage of bulb in the light
posts.

The condition of two mar-
kets of pourashava is pitiable.
Heaps of filth and are
accumulated here and there.
The market place situated on
a plot which s too small to ac-
commodate shops vendors
and buyers. Shops have been
erected on the main roads.

2

.rMost farmers have

no bullock

NETRAKONA, Mar 29
Acute sho of bullock has
been hampering cultivation in
the district, reports UNB.

According te informed
sources, 70 to BO per cent
[armers have no bullock and
most of them are tilling their
lands on share basis.

A considerable arca ol cul-
tivable land in the district re-
mains uncultivated every year
causing shortage of production
of essential commodities.

The r farmers cannot al-
ford to buy bullocks as prices
are beyond their capacity. At

resent a pair ol bullock costs
ciwecen Taka 7000 and
10,000 at dilferent markets in
the district.

Sometimes the poor farm-
ers are forced to cultivate
their lands with spades. Many
of them even use milch cows
to cultivate their land resulting
in gradual reduction in milk
production.

According to a survey con-
ducted by social workers, bul-
lock shortage prevails every
year due to outbreak of various
diseases that take a heavy toll
of cattichead. Besides, a large
number of caltlchead are lost
every year due to [loods and
other natural calamities

On the other hand, slaugh-
. of bullock has increased
in different markets in recent
days following the scarcity of
fish in the market.

Substandard life saving
drugs have flooded the mar-
kets of the district causing se-
rfous health hazard to the peo-
ple, according te representa-
tives of the medical profession.

Local people said, worm,
fungus and Mes are often found
in many drug containers in-
cluding saline bags and in-
jectables.

The mushroom growth of

pharmaceutical companies is
mainly responsible for the
substa drug trade, they
said.

A section of physicians are

tronising these compantes
E; prescribing their products
for which they are said to :

n a lumpsum
wﬂtﬂﬁ:ﬁlﬂ free of cost.

Many medicine shops are
doing business in the remote
areas without drug licence and
these cannot be brought to
book for sclling spurious
medicines.

The local urged the
authorities to necessary
measures to stop the manufac-
ture and sale of spurious
medicines.



