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The major obstacle to
women's development of their
tial comes [rom

for ex-
istence, few low and middle
class families can be exist

comiortably on the income of a

women are secking
te the family's Income.
Breaking the age-old social
barriers women now join the
males as co-bread ecarners.
Ofien they may be earning one-
third to half of the family's in-
come.

But it is not an easy task to
come out of a society that has
been incapacitated by {lifteracy
and riddled by predujice. It is
so very very obvious that
women fight for equality while
still being trapped in a sea of

‘arc yet jo

Career Women Confront Hostilities

All Around

ineguality. Sexual harassment
-at work is quite common,
Working women form lower
and middle class lamilies are
aften looked down upon. False
accusations or excuses are
used in times to degrade them
to leave work. Office women
sulfer discrimination and
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Working their way up against all odds
are afraid of the financial In- -

SUCCESS,
Women in senfor positions ex-
perience discrimination where
promolions are concerned.
Few women are working as en-
trepreneurs or executives. We
have a women judge
of high court, a woman chief
engineer, or a woman vicc-
Chanccllor.

rarcly reach the peak of their

o p—

by Tulip Ibrahim

The working woman often
f[ace soctal discrimination.
They march forward with
hopes and aspirations, bul
some prejudices still remain
Wurklnﬁ women of the lower
or middle class families face
the problems of finding a hus-
band. ignorance working at the
rool of their beliefs, many men
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decpendence of working wives.
A section of the socicty de-
nounces women doing a gain-
ful job the as 'ways of the evil'.
Some career women f[ind
their jobs a social stigma and
are often regarded suspiciously
by others. Mina Dewan, a young:
widow works with a well re-

puted firm to support her two
young children. At home her
peace |s spoiled by gossiping
neighbourers who are lor ever
discussing about the late hours
she sometimes has to work for.
To these talking neighbours
she is a "bad and fast woman.”

Two-old roles of working
women as homemaker and in-
come earner resulls in pres-
sures unheard of a generation
ago. They are working for
hofne and office and Lrying to
do well in both. They are also
responsible mothers who look
after the emotional and physi-
cal growth of the children. At
home the mother of today still
makes hersell responsible for
the happiness ol Lthe family.

But her role has increased
by leaps and bounds. She
spends a tremendous amount
of mental and physical energy
for the welfare or her family.
And this calls for equal partic-
ipation in Hfe by the
couple. In joint families work-
ing women soldom get any co-
operation from other [amily
members in her dual responsi-
bilities. Some husbands of
these married women realize
the need for additional income
for a happier [amily.

Bul at the same time they
stubbornly hold out that thetr
wives are working for personal
recognition and hence tLhe
problems arising remain for
the wives to tackle themselves.

Many of the working
women complain of the back-
breaking weekends they
spend. Week ends for these
women means extra cooking,
cleaning and entertaining. The
husbands most cordially invite
guests on weekends. But they
themselves remain aloof from
the additional work at home.
For the male partner of a
working woman weekends are
days to relax and enjoy deli-
cious meals cooked by his wife,
In some cases where the hus-
band helps the wife at home,
the husband is seen as being
"effeminate”, by his friends.

Some working couple face
marital problems. Wives work-
ing in senjor positions have

alous husbands. These hus-

ands suffer from inferfority
complex, resulting in conjugal
conflict. Even the wife's male
colleagues are regarded with
suspicion. _

Some poor and middle class
[amilics assert special claims
on daughters in-lay. And if she
earns money, that is also con-

Development

sidered to be theirs. Jharna
Khan, married to a middle
class [amily completed her M
Sc¢ before marriage. Alfter

much persuasion her mother-
in-law consented to allow her

to take up a w:ll*mid job with
the condition that Jharna
would surrender her salaries
to her mether-in-law.

The unnatural job load of
working women at home and
office make them the victims
ﬁfH)ob stress. Defying the age-
old blind beliefs and breaking
the social barriers are no casy
task for the woman ol today.
Even when they do stand on
their feet, the march forward
ts not always smooth.

Despite the emergence of
working women as a new in-
come earning generation, their
responsibilities at home re-
main as demanding. In fact the
working women's jobs of home
keeping and child rearing are
equal to those of the full time
house -wife.

In agriculture the vital role
of women remain unrecorded
and unpaid. They not only
work in the ficlds along with
their male colleagues but also
husk paddy, rear poultry, plant
trees, fetch water, rear chil-
dren and gather firewood.
Without a helping hand they do
hundreds of chores and sitill
manage lo sct aside time to
carn additional money by pro-
ducing small handicrafts such
as bamboo fans, earthen pots
or other house-hold utensils.

In Bangladesh women con-
stitute the single largest group
::ir:or people. Any significant

uction of poverty is notl
possible unless a strong move
is made to expand gainful em-
ployment to women and ob-
stacles o their development.

The development of society
dcpends on the harmonious
development of all its con
stituent elements. Man's
progress depends on wonkn s
progress and is part ol it
Women have stepped out of
home to stand beside the mxn
as lrue comrades in earning
for the family, carners. And
this calls for men's grealer in-
volvement at home. Men
should be geiting more inlo
the picture of a well kept
home. This would include
men's participation wilh
women in all spheres of their
family life.

The collision of these duagl
commitment would challenge
the coping skills of man and
women as equal partners In

life.
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Pakistani women
Stand up to be Counted

Ayesha Khan writes from Islamabad

OR the first time in
Pakistan the fssue of
rape and violence agai-
nst women s no longer Labou
and bas entered the arena of
public d-l.-hl:.:. Behind the
cha is alleged :
n.-p:ﬁ' Veena Hayat, a ?::gd
to former Prime Minister
Benazir Bhutto and daughter of
a veteran ;
Veena went public last

.

November with the story that
she had been raped at home by
five men. sent to punish her
for the friendship with Bhutto.
She believes the rapists were
working for Irfanullah Marwat,
home aflairs adviser to the
provincial Sincdh government.

Demonstrations led by
women, human rights activists,
and the opposition lasted for
weeks throughout the coumtry.
The event was dubbed a
"political rape” by the media
and most activists.

Although rape often occurs
in Pakistani society, it was
widely feit that this rape, of an
upper class woman and for
supposedly political purposes.
was the last straw.

The same week., in sharp
contrast to the elitist flavour of

the Hayat case, a poor woman
from Karachi whose husband

‘was in jaill on charges of be-

longing to the opposition
Pakistan People's Party (PPP).

also went public with charges
that while interrogating her

* Western Devélopment Projects Fail to Help African Women

by Wanjiru Kihoro

HEY were shocked. We

were looking at sum-

maries of the agehcy's
projects in Africa. But here was
|, an African woman on the
grants committee of a British
aid agency, suggesting that we
scrap a paragraph that dealt
with “gender implications’,

My colleagues protested.
The paragraph was very impor-
tant, they said. At least il
forced project officers to con-
sider the role of women. | ar-
gued that in most cases it was
guite clear that the projects
officers had not paid any
serious attention to gender

issues. So why pretend?

Many of the projects were
described as having women
participants — but the ques-
tion of what kind of participa-
tion was never addressed
Neither was the question ol
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control and decision making.

Foreign aid agencies are
seen (o be playing a vital role
in meeting the basic needs of
underprivileged women, espe-
cially those in rural areas. But
if planners do not see what the
women are already doing in
their societies the projects
will fail. Let me give you a clas-
sic example that happened in
the Gambia during the mid-
1980s.

It was a rice production
project, funded by an array ol
international agencies and
charities. The planners auto-
matically assumed that the
households were headed by
men — either husbands or [a-
thers who managed the re-
sources on behall of other
members. They also assumed
that the rice-growers were
men. Credits and inputs were
offered to men -- who took
them. No one took the trouble
lo find out that it was actually
the women who traditionally
grew the rice for domestic
consumption and who ex-
changed the surplus. -

Worse still, the scheme was
going to develop irrigated rice
production on common lands
to which women had secured
use rights. With the support of
project and government offi-
clals men established exclusive
rights to these common lands,
pushing women onto inferior

plots to continue cultivating
traditional rice varieties.

The women had to negoti-
ate everything through their
husbands. When finally they
were expected to provide
labour for free on their hus-
bands' plots the women re-
fused and demanded to be paid
in full. The project was a fi-
AsCo,

This example shows the
weight Western development
planners have given to cash
crop production (controlled by
men) over subsistence farming
(done by women). The princi-
pal economic aclivity in Africa
is subsistence agriculture done
h{ women -- so why did the
planners not invest develop-
ment aid in this area, which
would also relieve hunger?

® They should know better by
now. Already back in the mid-
19708 women had been
'discovered’ by development
planners -- who simultaneously
discovered that aid pro-
grammes had failed to eradi-
cate povertly. Since then much

lip service has been paid o the
equal participation of women
in devclopment.

The easy solution was lo
‘integrate’ women into existing
development models. There
followed numerous income-
gencratling handicraflls and
nulrition education projects
for women, some of which
brought short-term help to a
few ple. Bul in mosl cascs
the ‘double burden’ of work al-
ready carried out by women
was ignored. So was the low
status of women which limits
women's access lo land,
credit, machinery, markets for
their products and control
over any income raised.

Even alter the UN Decade
for Women (1976-85) high-
lighted and publicised the im-
portant -- but previously unac-
knowledged -- role of women
in economic and social devel-
opment this blind spol cover-
ing the role of Alrican women
remains.

Colonialism {is largely lo
blame. It established a capital-
ist economy, created urban
migration and leflt women to
carry their own workload in
addition to that of the de-
parted men in the rural areas.
The perceived inlerfority of
women to men -- which ex-
isted in mest precolonial
African societies -- was rein-
forced by the colonists and
their religions.

National independence
brought changes -- but still no
recognition of the central role
played by women. For example,
issues of women and develop-

ment in most Alrican countries
are still dealt with by a
Ministry of Culture and Social
Development which is also re-
sponsible for youth, sports,
culture and destitutes. African
women are still, {t seems, re-
garded as objects of recre-
ation (as in sports), or art (as
in culture) or social Habilities
(as with destitutes) rather
than assets in the development
process.

So what can be done to al-
tain women's real and recog-
nised participation in devel-
opment? Feminism is crucial
for it provides a consciousness
and a commitment to change
which are the sources of en-
ergy that can mobilise women.
It may be an emotive word in
Alrica bul feminism is not a
new or foreign concept to us.

It was not imposed on us by

the United Nations or by
Western feminists, but has an
independent history.

As [cminists [rom WIN
(Women in Nigeria) have ob-
scrved: 'One ol the most recur-
rent charges made to and
about Third World women is
that of being blind copy cats of
Western European feminists'.
This is ' a divide-and-rule tac-
tic,” a ‘ploy created and main-
tained to confuse women, to
bind them to their respective
men and male systems and to
prevent a dangerous compar-
ing .of notes and political
unity,’ they conclude.

In so far as they are in-
volved in the struggle for
women’'s rights, African
women are feminists. Opinions
vary, of course. Strategies vary.
Some belicve that the battle to
obtain equal rights with men
within the existing status quo
is enough. Men are seen as the
encmy. Other feminists go fur-
ther and ask: 'Has colonialism,
nco-colonialism and develop-
ment as we know it necessarily
helped all African men?

Poor countries cannot af-

ford to pay foreign debts. They

must be cancelled. Nor can we
aflord unsuitable development
models that marginalise
women. What we need is to
create strong social move-
ments involving both women
and men who are committed

to popular participation, sexual
equality, and istribution of
wealth,

There are examples of such
organisations growing Iin
Africa. The Organisation of
Rural Advancement and
Progress (ORAP) in Zimbabwe,
for example. Or grassroots
groups like the Tanzanian
Media Women's Organisation
(TAMWA) and WIN.

Many African women now
see no point In being
‘integrated’ into a mainstream
Western-influeneced develop-
ment in which we have no say.
Women are Lhe group most
harmed by the existing devel-
opment strategies. So we will
have to be the ones at the
forefront in defining and creat-
ing a new sell-reliant, people-
centred development. -- Third

World Network Features/New

Internationalist.

Wanjiru Kthoro is a Kenyan
economist currently working

at the Africa Centre in London.

Time to lift the purdah?
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police officers had gang-raped
her

Khursheed Begum took her
case to court with the supponrt
of a legal aid soctety and a vol-
untary organisation — War

t Rape — which offers
help 1o victims.

A few weeks ecarlier, Aasia
Ayub. a lower-middle class
resident of Rawalpindi, was
detained one night at a local

tion

policg station for inte
on charges of theft. She alleges
two police officers beat her to
extract a confession and later
raped her.

Aasia took the unusual step
of filing a case against the offi-

cers, which was tried in a
special court established by
the government to settle
within a month cases that have
ou public morality.

nce lawyers argued that
Aasia conjured up allegationa.of
torture to avoid charges of
theft. The judge acquitied her,

by giving them the benelit of
doubt

The case had the unprece-
dented effect of rallying sup-
port from members of the
Jamaat-i-Islami. a right-wing
political party. as well as
women's rights activists and
members of Bhutio's PPP.
believe that the
government has fafled in its
duties if law-enforcing officers
arc permitied to rape and tor-
ture women.

A former PPP member of
parliament, Amina Paracha,
says Lhat the increase in vio-
lence against women is due to
state support for criminals.
She argues that since Pakistani
politicians rely on police and
intelligence agencies to keep
their local power base intact,
they cannot afford to alienate
these officers by punishing
them. Instead they give their
tacit su rt to tactics of vio-
lence intimidation.

However, the most senior
woman in the government,
Deputy Senate Chairperson Dr
Noor Jahan Panezai, rejects
this as an unneccessary
"politicisation” of the issue.

She blames lack of literacy
among women, and the influ-
ence of customary laws which
discriminate against them as
the real cause for viclence.

She says the government is
taking measures to improve
the situation, but its work is

- being obstructed by the angry

accusations of opposition polit-

ical partics.

In response to the Veena
Hayal case the government has
appoinied a judicial tribunal to
investigate her allegations.
Since the Hayat family mem-
bers announced they had no
faith in a judicial system con-
troflled by those accused of be-
ing criminals. they refused to
@ve their testimony.

Nevertheless. the tribunal

exorerated the accused official
of any involvement. It stmula-
neously admitted that its in-
vestigation was incomplete.
ditionally, the officer in
charge of the Criminal
Investigation Agency in Sindh,
Samfullah Marwat, whose or
ganisation |s allegedly involved
in the case of Veena and nu-
merous other human rights vi-
olations, has been removed

Women aciivists are dissat-
isfled with thesc steps. Asma
Jahangir, Secretary -Genceral of
the Human Rights Commission
of Pakistan. praised Hayat's
courage for publicly accusing
her rapists, but rejected the
possibility that the government
would provide her with justice.

This is because, accord
to Pakistan's Islamicised Pe
Code, there is technically fo
distinction between rape and
adultery. which is any sex out-
side marriage. If a woman
charges rape and cannol pruve
it with four adult male Muslim
witnesses to the act, she may
be charged with adultery,
which is a federal crime. The
maximum punishment for
adultery is stoning to death.
Jahangir argued at a seminar
on Violence Against Woemen
held recently in Islamabad that
because of this legal trap, she
would not advise any rape vic-
tim to go to court.

According to Slogan, a
monthly legal journal, 234
rape cases were reported in
Pakistan between January-
September. 1991. No statistics
are available to indicale
whether the number of rapes
has changed over the years.
but human rights activists
claim only a fraction of all
cases are reported.

As a result of the unprece-
dented publicity surrounding a
few of these cases, seminars
and workshops bringing to-
gether members of a wide
range of organisations are be-
ing convened for the first time
in major cities.
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TO BECOME MORE INDEPENDENT - ’
FINANCIALLY, AND MAKE THEIR owN | NITIES, WOMEN
PECISIONS IN LIFE. AT THE SAME TIME, HAVE

IT HELPS PROMOTE THE RIGHT T

FAMILY PLANNING.

SELVES AS THEIR BROTHERS EQUALS PUR-
INE CHILDHOOP ARE LIKELY TO ADOPT
FAMILY PLANNING AS ADULTS.

OST GOVERNMENTS NOWACCEPT
. ﬁ]mr RAISING THE STATUS OF WOMEN, FLOW.”,

POR EXAMPLE BY 6/VING THEM EQUAL
| ACCESS TO EDUCATION AND JOB OPPORTU-
NITES, IS A 60AL IN ITSELF.
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WIPER CHOI (RS,
NCLUPDING THE




