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Independence day
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Central leaders of Awami

led by party chief
Hasina started the day

garlanding the rait ol
MTM“ bur
Rahman at Bangabandhu -
ban in the momning.

The AL leaders later laid
wreaths at the National
Memorial at Savar. A ceremo-
nial cath was also conducted by
Sheikh Hasina. Party leaders
Abdus Samad Azad, Begum

Choudhury, Amir Hos-
sain Amu, Abdul Jalil, Tofael
Ahmed, Muhammad Nasim,
Begum Matlya Choudhury, Rah-
mat Al and Abdul Kader Siddi-
qui, among others, were pre-
sent during the occasion.

Muktijoddha Sangsad, war-
wournded freedom ters and

Ekattur placed
wreaths at the national mem-
orial.

On behall of the E-trl;y al-
lMance, wreaths were laid by,
among others, Hasanul Hugq
Inu, Rashed Khan Menon, Nir-
mal Sen, Kha n, AF
M Mahbubul Huq. Meinuddin
Ahmed Khan Badal. and Naim

Other workers and leaders
ol political parties included
Dal led by

Straj, Janata Dal led

by Obaidur Rahman, the Patri-
otic Democratic Front was
represcnted by Abdus Samad,
Saifuddin Ahmed Manik,
Pankaj Bhattacharya, Nurul
Islam Nahid and Dilip Barua,
Supreme Court Bar Association
also paid tribute at the national
memorial led by, among

others, Shamsul Huq Chou- .

dhury and Dr Kamal Hossain.
Dhaka University was rep-
resented by Vice Chancellor Dr
Muniruzzaman Mia and Pro-VC
Dr Wakil Ahmed. DUCSU was
represented by Amanullah
Aman apd  Khairul Kabir
Khokon. The Dhaka University
Teachers Association was rep-
resented by Dr Shahdat Ali and
Dr Saidur Rahman while the
Provost of and Sham-
sunnahar Hall led the students
to pay tribule to the martyrs.
In addition, different socio-
cultural tions and peo-
ple from all walks of life also

placed ths at the Jatiya
Senriti Shoudha.
On that day various socio-

political ' organisations held

discussion mectings and
programmes to mark the
occasion.

Acting Chairman of Jatiya
Party Mizanur Rahman
Chowdhury Thursday said that
there should be no room flor
confusion regarding the

history ﬂ independence and

r recognition
for contributions in the

Liberation War be given to
Shetkh Mujib.

Speaking as the chiel guest
at a discussion meeting to
mark the Independence Day
arranged by the Jatiya party
the leader said that the recent
controversy at the
independence day was created
by ruling BNP by maintaining a
sinister silence regarding the
citizenship of Golam Azam.

The meeting chaired by
Vice Chairman of JP central
committee Abdul Bart Wasl,
was participated among others
by JP Vice Chai Mahbubu!
Haq Dulan, Shamim Al Mamun,
Ismail Hossain Bengal. AD
Shamsul Haq, Saifur Rahman,
S MM Alam, Shah Moazzem
Hossain, Shah Mostain Billah,
Tatabur Rahman and Igbal
Hossain Bacchu.

Bangladesh Shilpakala
Academy held day-lang
programmes to mark the
Independence Day Thursday.

The officers, artists and
employees of the academy
began the day's programmes by
placing floral wreath at the
Savar National Memorial at 6
am.

A poetry recital and musical
programme was held at 9.30
am at the academy premises.
Academy Director General
Kamal Lohani, in a speech,
prayed homage to the
martyred freedom fighters.

Prominent reciters and
artists of the country
performed patriotic songs and
recited poems broadcast from
the Shadhin Bangla Betar
Kendra during the Liberation
War.

Dhaka Metropolitan Young
Men's Christian Asseciation in
Collaboration with Jagannath
University College Leo Club
Friday held a voluntary blood
donation programme to mark
the Independence Day and
good Friday.

The programme held at
Tejgaon Church Community
Centre began at 9.30 am and
ended at 12.30.

Bangladesh Red Crescent
Society's blood centre
collected the blood at the

donation programme.

E Commentary
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ciably lowered. For this, inde-
pendent analysts give much
credit 1o the Government of
Khaleda Zia. It was a
we move on the part of
the administration to arrest
Azam on Tuesday and to send
the Jamaat leader to the Dhaka
Central Jail, with the clear
indication that the Home
Ministry would now be looking
at his possible deportation
The move helped in creat-
ing some distance between the
BNP rulin
Jamaat-e-lslami, which, in po-
litical terms, should
strengthen the credibility of
the Government of Begum Zia
#h months to come.

If the arrest of Azam had
come a couple of days earlier
and without the “stern warn-
ing” against those staging the
trial on Thu ., the Central
Committee for Realisation
of the ldeals of the Liberation
War, - headed by Jahanara
Imam, might have postponed
its move in favour of more
talks with the Home Minister.

Yet another mistake made

the authorities was to
kout the of the trial
and other related develop-
ments from the electronic
media on Thursday, this forc-

ing pﬂ:ﬁ to listen to many
rumours, some un-
favourable to the administra-

tion, and to monitor foreign
broadcasts.

True, some of our worst
fears about what could happen
on Thursday and Friday have so
far fafled to come true. But all
the alarm signals are now be-
ing-sounded by varifous quar-
ters, about a continuing mass
movement to force the
Government to pass the death
sentence on Azam, about trials
of more collaberators and, fi-
nally, about a confrontation
not only between the pro-lib-
eration forces and the Jamaat
but also between the ruling
BNP party on one side and the
opposition Awami League and
the Five-Party Alliance on the
other.

All these possibilities point
to a dangerous de-stabilisation
process, allecting normalcy
in our economic and erod-

party and the

ing the fledgling democratic
norms and practices in the
country. If the proposed
movement through, there
will be hl.rﬁnnd Wulfll',k stop-
pages, increased violence in
the universities and perhaps
even senseless killings and
bloodshed.

A source close to the Imam
Committee told BBC's “South
Asian Survey”, heard on yes-
terday morning, that he was
far [rom clear as to how the
pro movement would be
conducted, If his statement
suggested that the Committee
had no clear-cut sense of di-
rection, then there would cer-

be a scramble for lead-
ership and conflicting com-
pulsions pulling the

.Committee in different direc-

tions.

Not surprisingly, therefore,
the Awami League chiefl Sheikh
Hasina has come forward to
take up the leadership of the
movement, perhaps comple-
menting the emotional role
played by Jahanara Imam.

If this §s so, one would hope
that Hasina will play a con-
structive role in resolving the
crisis and use her pressure,
perhaps through some in-
termediaries, on the
Government to handle the
Azam affair within the frame-
work of the Rule of Law. She
owes it to the country.

Maybe an inftiative should
also come from Prime Minister

Khaleda Zia, as a follow-up on
her action in putting Azam in

jail. By now, she must have re-

alised that Jamaat, mo friend
of BNP, will do anything to
embarrass her administration.

Let thé PM bridge the un-
real gap between her party and
the pro-liberation forces. Let
her also instruct some of her
senior party leaders to get to-

gether with their counterparts
in Awami League and pre

the way for a face-to-lace -

meeting between hersell and
Sheikh Hasina Wajed. This is
the time for politics of power
struggle to make way for
statesmanship for national sal-
vation. If the two leaders fail in
this task, the country may well
be heading towards an un-

precedented crisis.

Prime Minister Begu
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National Parade Square Thursday.

m Khaleda Zia witnessing the Independence Day Parade at the
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~ Azam arrested
at instruction

of US, India,
says Jamaat

Leaders of Jamaat-¢-Islami,
describing the arrest of Prof
Golam Azam as “illegal”, Friday
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demanded that he be released
unconditionally, reports UNB.

Jamaat Secretary General
Matiur Rahman Nizami told a
rally in Dhaka that the gov-
ernment, by arresting the
Jamaat chiel, had surrendered.
to the terrorists who “are
hatching conspiracy against
Islam.”

As. part of the conspiracy,
he said, foreign agents had
formed the so-called Gano-
Adalat in the name of slaging a
public trial. "If people’'s verdict
is the basic of any decision
then Prof Azam should be set
free as thousands of people
had demanded his release,” he
added.

Jamaal organised the rally
in front of the north gate of
Baitul Mokarram Mosque after
Jumma prayers protesting the
arrest of Golam Azam. -

Ali Ahsan Mujahidi told the
rally that Golam Azam was ar-
rested at the instruction of
Washington and Delhi.

He claimed that cancella-
tion of the citizenship ol 83
people including Golam Azam
by the Awami League m-
ment was “illegal” and none of
them was arrested when they
retumed to Bangladesh.

Presided over by A T M
Azharul Islam the rally was also
addressed by Abdul Kader
Mollah.

The rally was followed by a
procession.

The processionists while
passing through Inner Circular
Road beat up two motor cycle
riders and damaged their mo-
torbike. They were identilied
as Md Rahman, proprietor of a
dying a printing factory and
Md Siraj.

Ctg newsmen
won't cover
Shibir's news

CHITTAGONG, Mar 27 : A
joint protest rally of Chittagong
Press Club and Chittagong
Union: of Journalists today de-
cided not to cover any news of
Islami Chhatra Shibir, reports
BSS.
The rally held in protest
against the attack on Chi-
ttagong Press Club and damage
to {ts properties by some
processionists of Islami Chha-
tra Shibir yesterday, a press
relcase of the club said.

Held at the club premises
the rally was presided over by
club president Ataul Hakim
and addressed, among others,
by CUJ president M Nazirul
Haq, Awami League leader
Muslemuddin Ahmed, PDF
lecader Mohammad Shaha
Alam, Five-Party Alliance lea-
der Solaiman Khan, Chitta-
gong University Teachers Ass-
oclation leader Dr Abdur Ras-
hid, fermer CUJ president
Akhterunnabi, Press Club
general secretary Abu Sufian,
CUCSU Vice-President T
Nazimuddin, and Advocate
Jafar Ahmed Mustala.

Dr Kamal
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above law, then the constitu-
tion loses its universal charac-
Ler.

Dr Kamal alse demanded
execution of the verdict of the
people’s court since, he said,
the people’s opinion was cx-
pressed ih the court.

Presided over by the
President of local Awami
League unft, Abu Mia, the
mecting was also addressed by
Col (Retd) Showqgat Ali MP,
and local leaders Quamrul
Islam Rais, Shetkh Mohammad
Abdullah, Habibur Rahman and
Abdur Rahman.

Sangbad
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tack at the Sangbad office.
Mecanwhile,  Barrister
Mainul Hosain and Anwarul
Islam, ‘President and
General respectively of
Bangladesh Sangbadpaltra
Parishad Friday condemned
the Thursday's attack on
Ingilab and Metillat office.

A mceceting of the
Bangladesh Council of Editors
held yesterday also con-
demned the attack on and the
firing incidents at the Ingilab
and Meillat office on the
Independence Day.

Ghali's envoy
From Page 1 Col 4

Eliasson is being dcspat-
ched by the UN Secretary
General Bhutros Ghali for an
on-the-spot evaluation of the
refugee situation. The visit is
expected to result in a better
appreciation of the Herculean
task Bangladesh faces with the
existence of more than two
lakh Myanmar Muslims on its
sofl. :

The visit of the UN Under
Secretary General follows the
talks Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia had with the UN
Secretary General on the
refugee issue during here re-
cent visit to New York.

Myanmar government has
agreed to a visit by the high
UN official and this refllects
the willingness of the authon-
ties in Yangon to discuss the
deterforating refugee issue
with the United Nations and
internationa! forums. So far,

sought to turn a blind eye
to the refugee problem and
tended to give such an account
of the issue that would only
complicate the problem.

yesterday.
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Jamaat procession demanding Golam nm'n release after Juma prayers in the city
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The 'verdict

By Staff Correspondent

The Gano Adalat (people’'s
court) which tried Golam Azam
on had a 12-member
panel of judges headed by
Jahanara Imam as chairman.

The members of the 'Cana
Adalat No 1' were Gaziul Hu
(lawyer), Dr Ahmed Shari
(retired Professor of DU),
Mazharul Islam, [architect),
Shafique Ahmed (la ), Faiz
Ahmed (journalist], Kabir
Chowdhury (retired professor),
Kalim Sharall (artiste), Mau-
lana Abdul Awal (journalist), Lt
Col (retd) Kazi Nuruzzaman
(freedom fighter), Lt Col (retd)
Abu Osman Chowdhury (free-

dom ﬂm and Shawkat Al
Khan rl.

The court took the Case No
1/1992 lodged by the people
of Bangladesh against Golam
Azam, s/o Maulana Golam
Kabir, permanent address --
Pakistan, present address -
119, Kazi Office Lane, Magh-
bazar, Dhaka.

Dr Anisuzzaman and Dr
Borhanuddin Khan Jahangir,
professors of Dhaka University
and poet Syed Shamsul Hugq
brought, on behalfl of the peo-
ple, the 12 charges against the
accused Golam Azam, who was
made Ameer of Jamaat-e-

Islami, Bangladesh.

The were : the ac
cused collaborated with Pakis-
tani occupation forces during
Bangladesh's liberation war in
1971, incited the Pakistani
forces to carry out genocide,
rape, looting and arson that
resulted in the Kkilling of
30,000,000 (reedom-loving
people, violation of 2,00,000
women, prepared a blue-print
along with Pak General Rao
Forman All and ordered to kill

' the intellectuals, formed al-

Badr and al-Shams forces
which oppressed the families
of freedom fighters and set fire
to their houses, killed the
people in the name of Islam
and distorted explanation
of Islam, hatched conspiracy
against Bangladesh by forming
‘East Pakistan Revival Com-
mittee’ during the period
between 1972 and 1975 and
instigated other cbuntries not

to recognise the country, being

a Pakistani citizen has been ltv-
ing in this country illegally and
created law and order situation
by forming suicide squad, did
crime against humanity by
propagating Nazism and fas-
cism in democratic Bangladesh

being a foreign national. ,

Advocate Z | Khan Panna,
Adv Shamsuddin Babul and Adv
Umme Kulsum Rekha pleaded
that .all the accusations are
punishable by death according
to country’'s law.

Advocate Nazrul Islam who
was appointed by the court to
defend Golam Azam pleaded
his client was not gufity.

Besides three plaintiffs, 12
witnesses were produced be-
fore the court who supported
the allegations outright.

The witnesses were Dr
Meghna Guha Thakurata, Shah-
rier Kabir, Mustari Shalfi,
Saidur Rahman Shaheed,
Amitabha Kaiser, Hamida Banu,
Mawlana Abdul Awal, Aly
Zaker, Dr Mushtaq Hossain.
Another three female wit-
nesses came from Kushtia who
were violated by Pakistani
army and their local agents
during the war.

¢ defence lawyer cross
examined some of the wit-
nesscs.
_Alter the hearing the court
deemed that all the allegations
against Golam Azam had right
been proved and convicte
him. Such oflences are punish-
able by death in all the deme-
cratic countries of the world
including Bangladesh, the
court's judgement added.

Advocate Gaziul Huq, one of
the judges, read out the ver-
dict on behalf of the chairman.

The judgement stated that
'since the people's court does
not implement any sentence’,
the court urges the govern-
ment to execute the verdict.
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MOSCOW, Mar 27 Ukraindan officials refused today fn the
Kazakhastan capital Alma-Ata to set up

assembly for the CIS, the Tass news agency reported. Fedor
Kurshak, Ukrainian Parllamentary Speaker, was quoted by

the local Kazrevu Agency saying

“the inter-pa

assembly is one more structure that will beover sovercign
stites. It is not necessary to set this up al the present time,”

reports AFP.

China demands World War I1
reparations from Japan

BELIING, Mar 27: China's

has revived demands

lor Worid War [l reparatfons from Japan in what appears to be
a purposcful maneuver to pressure Tokyo for more economie
assistance. The National People’'s Congress (NPC) Law and
Foreign Aflairs Commitiees considered a motion Thursday

calling on Japan to

one trilllon doliars in damages, In-
, Teports AFP.
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They chanted “Let the
arms of 1971 roar again.”
“Golam Azam, the Razakar. be
out of the country.”

Meanwhile, the leaders of
the National Coordination
Committee for Realisation of
the Ideals of Liberation War
and Resistance to Killers and
Collaborators of 1971, the or-
ganiser of the trial, gathered at
the chamber of Advocate Gaziul
Huq and prepared the verdict
al a meeting at the Supreme
Court Bar Association. The
leaders spent the previous
night outside their residences
fearing arrest. They started for
the venue of trial at 11-15 am
and climbed on to a makeshift
stage aboard one of the threo
trucks parked for the purpose.

By 11-30 the whole of the
Suhrawardy Uddyan turncd
into a human sea. Men, women
and children, veterans and the
war-maimed [reedom fighters
joined the motely crowd. Lea-
ders of almost all the political
parties belonging to the oppo-
sition, the opposition MPs,
lcaders of the socio-political
groups and students and youth
forums were also present.

Besides family members of
the martyred intellectuals,
martyred f(reedom fighters,
and some forcign observers

also attended the public trial. .

The members of the
Mrittunjoee brigade, students
and youth brigades struggled
hard to maintain discipline iIn
the crowd.

The judges, 15 witnesses,
three prosecution lawyers and
one delence lawyer, and the
central leaders of the Trial
Committee climbed on to the
tage. The trial be-
gan at ]1-50 am and continued
for about 20 minutes. Jahanara
Imam, Convener of the Natio-
nal Coordination Committee,
was Lhe Chairman of the
tribunal and read out the
verdict to the people. Gaziul
Huq passed on the verdict to
the people for their opinion.
However, Lthe verdict was an-

- nounced without the help of

loudspeakers, which, the or-
ganisers alleged, were seized
by the police at 11-30 am near
Shahbagh. The Convener of the
City Committee Mofazzal
Hossain Maya was also beaten
up by police, they claimed.
The trial over, scaltered
processions took to the streets
of the capital. and people re-
joiced in every possible way.
Jahanara Imam went to the
residence of the Leader of the
Opposition where Sheikh
Hasina congratulated her and
presented her with a bouquet.
Giving her instant reaction
Sheikh Hasina termed the

N’ganj clash
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night.

Soon after news of this

spread thro Purbapara, in-.

furfated youngsters of the
neighbourhood rushed to
Paschimpara and attacked the
people of that locality with
‘ramdas,” knives, wood shalfls,
spears, cxplosives and other
lethal weapons. The youths of
Paschimpara put up armed re-
sistance and a clash ensued.

Police intervened at about
12 in the night and
to bring the situation u
control.

Next momning, the youths of
the two neighbourhoods again
locked in a clash which lasted
for about three hours till the
intervention of police at 12.30
pm.

This time, police arrested a
young man, Manir, from the
spol. While returning with
Manir, the police van was at-
tacked by a group of young
men. The agitating youths
started pelting stones at the
police van, which injured a
number of policemen includ-
ing cqnstable Abdul Majed.
Majed succumbed to his in-
juries while he was being
taken to hospital.

Abdul Majed hatled from
Burichong Upazila of Comtilla
district. The critically tnjured
five persons are : (30),
Nizam (25), Salam (27),
Salahuddin (31) and Mizan
(22).

Tension was prevailing at
the two areas following the in-
cident and all young men of

er

| those areas went into hiding,

learing arrest,

ple”.

She said “the have
given the right and
now the should be

and
1971." she said.
Meanwhile, a group of peo-
le IT demonstration in
ront of the d Mefllat and
the daily Ilqt:f offices and
pelted stones the buildings.
They also set afire two wehicles
parked near the dafly Meillat.
The processionisis
huried stones at several busi-
ness houses located In the
Molijheel commercial areas.
Several people were |
jured, one by bullet, in the in-
cidents, according to wit-
e g Bproeser il o
) . lﬁtmnﬂ:f' of
in the a
armed people -u-:J:d-
fices of the daily
daily Al-Amin.

3

newspaper o
sacked the furniture.

Tinbigha
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Tinbigha  corridor
Bangladesh is one of the long-
standing irritants between the
two countries. Other issues are
sharing of the Ganges water,
determination of the owner-
ship of South Talpatty island,
the chakma refugee m
and demarcation of land
boundary and maritime

boundary. !
Hasina
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Sheikh Hasina bitterly criti-
cised those in for not
broadcasting the public trial of
Golam Azam and the
Independence Day celebration

_at Savar National Memorial in

the state-owned media. "What
could be more shameful and
condemnable for the nation,”

she inquired.
The O n Leader also
accused the ruling party of

doing excess in collaboration
with the Jamaat-Shibir clique
in showcause notices
against o of the Gana

Adalat.
t would be

"The
responsible for any attack on
of the

the members:
Committee for Resistance to
the Killers and Collaborators of
1971," Hasina warned.

Chaired by Sheikh Hasina,
the public meeting was also
addressed by the AL leaders
including Abdus Samad Azad,
Begum Sajeda Choudhury
Abdur Razzak, Amir Hossain
Amu, Abdul Jalil, Tofael
Ahmed, Mohammad Nasim
Mozallar Hossain Poltu and
Mirza Sultan Raja.

Abdus Samad Azad in his
speech said that the people
through holding the 'Gana
Adalat’, that Golam Azam
for war offences, had replied
to the atrocities by the
Jamaat-Shibir group, in their
1971 manner. ;

Sajeda Choudhury said that
successful holding of the 'Gana
Adalat' proved that the peo
still upﬁold the s Ioi'lm

Liberation War and by doing so
they had defeated designs of
the elements.

Abdur Razzak said tribute to
the for making it pos-
sible to the trial of Golam
Azam which could not be done
in last 20 years.

Tofael Ahmed viewed that
the trial of the killers of 1971
and those of 1978 must be
held for continuation of

democracy in the country.



