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opes for the Future
H fulfil the promises they

Iif nations would only
make at the time of their independence, and re-
iterated during successive anniversaries, we
would be living in an ideal world. Sadly enough,
such an ideal world often looks like an elusive
one and, what's worse, a nation begins to have
doubts about its own ability to carry out its own
commitments.
On this day. as we observe the Independence
, with due solemnity, we may pass a harsh
on our own performance during the
two decades. , we do have a list
fallures, some bo on disasters, which

have overshadowed our uing efforts to build
a new life for our people. We share some of these

fatlures with other dmknganlg nations which, as
victims of inequities in global economic relations,
are unable to give their people what they deserve.
Some of our failures result from natural disasters.
There have also been problems which have been
im on d frem outside. Yet, there
is no the fact that so many of the failures
remain our own making, failures stemming from
unfulfilled promises. mistaken policies and, above
all, from our persistent refusal to live by the ide-
als which had guided our people to nationhood
two decades ago.

Manifestations of these failures are painful,

and, at times, even sordid. We see them in

e maintenance of an unjust economic order,
most certainly in our failure to bring about a qual-
itative change in the lives of our vast rural popu-
lation. We see them in endless violence in our
educatipnal institutions and in the deterioration
of the law and order situation in all parts of Lhe
country. We see them in growing national divi-
siveness and in the unwillingness of our political
parties to reach consensus on basic issues [a
the country. Above all, we see another kind o
mantifestation of our failure — in fact, a disastrous
one— in the delay in tackling an untenable situa-
tion created by Golam Azam, a foreign national, in
assuming the leadership of a major political party
in the country. For millions of our ptﬂPlt, the
perspective today has turned from one ol jubila-
tion and reiteration of our pledges to one of an-
guish and fear.

Yet, in our view, all these failures and even the
current mood of uncertainties should not — and
musl not — obscure the sources of our national
strength. Nowhere has this strength found a
more convincing demonstration than in the
change we have brought about in our political sys-
tem and in the restoration of parliamentary
democracy. We have put authoritarianism to
where it belongs: in the dustbin of our national
history. Some 20 years after we made history by
putting our people on the road to independence,
we have made another kind of history, no less vi-
tal than the last one, for a nation loo for a
place in the sun. We may not be enamoured of the
Government of Begum Khaleda Zia, but we see
the one-year old administration as a purposeful
one, demonstrating its commitment to the wel-
fare of the people. As we say in these columns
from time to time, we support many of its poli-
cies but we criticise others, thus upholding the
tradition of non-partisan independent journalism.
Indeed, we sincerely want this government to
succeed in full measure, not for its own sake, but
for the sake of millions of our people who have
seldom known what a good government is all about.

Through its success, a success that calls for

maximum popular support and participation, the
gnvf-mmtnP ul?iii be pgyﬁongBlts hgﬁn Eptﬂ all our

past leaders, such as Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman, Shaheed President Ziaur
Rahman and Moulana Bhashani, and to countless
gmﬂyrg who gave lht?hi llvei for our indepen-
ence du that turbulent, histo mak:lr% ear
of IQTI.HLn,egl their sacrifice acrvrg to re I]":dl:
among ourselves the sense of purpose that may
lie dormant but is never dead.

Neglected Meteorology

There remains little mystery in meteorolo
except that why should the term stand for the
study of wegather and not of meteors. Man has
physically {ravelled to the moon. Man's scanners
are reaching up to the boundaries of the know-
able universe — far exceeding six billion light
* years. What is a mere ten kilometres of atmo-
sphere — the band where the phenomenon of
wealher takes shape — compared to that? In the
opposite microcosmic direction man has deci-
phered not only subnuclear particles such as
tons and neutrons but gone further into the world
of quarks. Meteorology isn't a long and tough walk
compared to this either.

Yet the weather prophets continue to be
proverbially erratic in spite of revolutionary ad-
vances in remote sensing through which man lit-
erallz sees the genesis and development of
weather and how the havoc it wreaks. This is be-
cause the variety and the magnitude of data re-
quired to first know and then control the process
of weather is nearly endless.

On Monday the World Meteorological Day was
observed by the states of the planet. Bangladesh
did its bit by holding a technical seminar and also
an exhibition of meteorological equipment and
charts. The topic of the seminar was, as chosen
by the WMO, Weather and Climate Services for
Sustainable Development'.

It is a sad commentary on the wisdom and
foresight, even the common sense of our state
and other social and academic leaderships that,
why in a country so often buffeted by tidal bores
and cyclones, meteorology doesn't form a signifi-
cant subject of study at any level of education? So
is the case of the sciences related with water
management. Bangladesh has yet to make its edu-
cated elite alive to the importance of stu
and doing eflective work in those earth sciences
on which the physical existence of this land de-
pends. The only exception that rather proves the
veracity of the observation is soil science which is
oflered in the universities. But, sadly enough, this
has so far failed to show up any outst re-
sult by way of facing up to the degenerat ef-
fects of our all-pervasive land abuse. Exa as
the successive governments didn't care to put to

ood useful work the mathematics graduates,

f‘y haven't yet evolved way to involve the
soil scientist or meteorologist in any job of truly
national and state significance.

Remote sensing, as antibiotics did 'in medicine,
has made the work of the meteorologist a lot
simpler. But only superficially so. As we proceed
into the hitherto uncharted realms of the un-
known, it tends to extend farther. To start on our
own joyrney into this highly vital area of national
and human existence, us start sh our
care for where it should so urgently belong.
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A Day of Soul-searching : Do We Lack Patriotism?

by Nadeem Qadir

ODAY Bangladesh
graduates into its 2 1st
of independence
from Pa afller a hns
battle for language an

freedom of thought, unique in
history.

There is although not much
to rejoice about as the past
years were marked by political
upheavals, divisions within the
war veterans both in the mili-
tary and outside and of course

two bb:y coups, that ended
dreams of a great jeader and a
soldier.

Shetkh Muji-
bur dreamt of turning
his blood -scaked country into
‘Shonar Bangla' or 'Golden
Bengal,” while shaheed Ziaur’
Rahman had similar goals with
different nomenclatures.

But. they both fafled in their
mission for which some blame
the leaders, while others say
they became victims ol domes-
tic and international conspira-
cles.
As white papers on the two

8 remain in lop secret
files, the "poor” citizens are
forced to build their own opin-
jfons and politiclans exploit
that, sometimes without think-
ing what great damage it could
de to the country.

The process failed to create
a national unity on basis of be-
ing just Bengalis, but has in-
stead thrown the country into
ycars of ins , tension and
mea .
Independence, for those
who fought or supported the
war, meant National integrity,
cconomic emancipation and a
forward march, hindered for
decades by colonial rule fol-
lowed by Pakistani suppres-
sion.

This year just days ahead of
the inde celebrations
uncertainty and according to
commentators even a "threat
of civil war"® looms over
the trial and expulsion of
Jamaat-e-Islami's Amir, Golam
Azam.

And this is a shame for us,
because we have let this man
stay here for so long and when
his appointment came, we
fafled to act quickly to ensure

that such a man, allegedly a

war criminal, is taken to task
Nazi war criminals arc be

ing punished today alter 46

{:u- and why not Azam and
gang?
It is also a shame that Azam,

i nothing else, could at lcast
make himscll important
enough to threalen state secu.
rity and create divisions
amongsl us before an auspi
clous occasion like the
Independence Day.
"Bangladesh is now divided
inte pro-and anti-indecpen-
dence forces,” Jahanara Imam,
convenor ol the trial commit
tee told the press on Monday

Who is to be blamed for
that? The Government or the
Opposition. | would say both

Sheikh Mujib punished
some collaborators, including
Azam, but under a general
amnesty freed others, despite
opposition from families of the
martyrs. The Awami League
has so far kepl stlenl as o why
their leader taken such a
step.

Ziaur Rahman lifted the ban
on religion-based partics. In
cluding the Jamaat, and per
mitted Azam to enler
Bangladesh to see his sick
mother. But why did he permit
Azam lo conlinue lo silay, a
guestion the BNP has never
responded to.

Of all, the two sides rushed
their presidential candidates
respectively, Abdur Rahman
Biswas and DBadrul Halder
Chowdhury, to seck Azam's
"blessings” before the parlia-
ment went for voting.

Any explanation by tweo
sides for such an action cannot
be good enough and as a senior
journalist said "it gave Jamaat
the green signal to go ahead
and announce Azam's election
as the Amir."

The Jamaat was already fy-
ing high because tLhe
Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP) formed its Government
initially with thetr help.

We often use the Bengalf
maxim “"You cannet clap with
one hand.” The politiclans

h

should accepl their mistakes,
come outl of their narrow
practices and lead Lhe nalion
in the direction thalt bonefits
the masses.

Remembering our martyrs
over Lhe years have turned into
rituals, but fan't it time that we
gave up the rituals and joined
hands by solving all controver-

sial fssucs,

truth and
not Mes te  distort history and
accept the reality, and above
all back the same “hot
blooded™ patriotism of 1971 to
build the country for the hap-
piness of those who shed their
blood for us, for a dream.
Their dream was not all

faniasy, but a simple reality.

ANGLADESH cmerged

as an Independent

and sovereign state in
December 1971, after having
witnessed one of the most
tragic and brulal bloed-baths in
modern history. During a nine-
month period thal lasted from
March 25, 1971 until mid.
December, Pakistan{ troops
pcrpelraled a massive
genocide directed against key
scgments of the East Bengal
population, resulting in Lhe
cxlerminaltion of ap-
proximately 3 million unarmed
engalee civillans.

In these nine months the
Pakistani military and their
supporters viclated about
200,000 women, burned more
than 6 milllon homes. left al-
most 15,00,000 peasanis
without farm implements or
animals, and forced nearly 10
million people to flee to India.
Unfortunately, people in this
country are nol much con-
scious about their own history.
After 21 vears of Indepen
dence the history of our lib-
eration war is yet o be writ
ten. Sounds implausible, but
true.

Though history of
Bangladesh has been ventured
through a number of books, but
all ol them have been bogged
down because ol bilas, senti-
mental tilt or lack of accuracy.

It is now upto dedicated re-
searchers to pry into the na-
tion's history. From the con-
cern of social responsibility,
they have to go through 1t

Bangladesh Institute of

Development Studies (BIDS) is
eager to work for such perti-
nents which have root In our
society and politics. Inspired
by the great success of Bhasha
Andoloner Artho-Shamajik
Potabhumi’, (socio-economic
background of the language
movement), the institute is
now engaged in a major work
on history of our war of libera-
tion 71.

With a committee contain-
ing Rehman Sobhan, project
director, Dr Atfur Rahman
Coordinator, Binayek Sen,
Joint Coordinator, the BIDS
research is In its embryonic

Among 10 titles of the
wholc research, work is now
progressing on four — role ol
students, peasantry, workers,
middle class.

Their other fliclds ol focus,
though not setiled, proba-
bly will be roles of women,
cultural movement, different
political parties in the war.

"We are al the initial stage,
we do not yet have a final
methodology. But we have plan
lo coordinate several person-
alities in other sectors who
have vast experience on re-
spective fields,” says Dr. Attur
Rahman, Coordinator of the
project and Senior Research
Fellow in BIDS.

This research will take at
least three years o do. Usually
this kind of deed faces finan-
cial obstacles. But “till now we
have had so much inspiration

that time is now the crucial
factor, to do it. Though several
rescarches of BIDS take help
from international organisa-

penny from them. To over-
come financial problem, a
good number of private enter-

are interested to come
forward”, Dr Rahman informs

a tentative outline of the paper.
They will Airst ind out re-
scarch gaps in the different
works. Doing this, they siart
scanning newspaper, articles,
hooks on respective topics.

One of the main issues of
the research is role of the
peasantry. The remarkable
points being focused on this
are —" debates relating to
peasant movement in the post
'52 period, then participation
of the peasantry in the national
resurgence of the Bengalee
nation. Contribution of stu-
dents and middle class politi-
cal activists in I move-
ment will also be discussed. It
will focus on peasant aspiration
from the war of lfberation and
their appraisal of those aspira-
tiona", Rahman says, "and same
observation holds for role of
workers.”

in case of the role of stu-
dents, the study highlights
mainly the development the
student community during
1962 70, ideological dcbale in
the arena of studcnt politics

work hard we can make it a
which ts
the Pakistanis

- For a History 6f Liberation War

by Nazme Sabina

and nature of student politics
during 1952-'70.

"It i1s a controversial issue,
so at first we'll make a theoret-
ical appraisal of the middle
class tn the society and ils
class role. Then we want (o fo-
cus scveral issues, such as de-
velopment of the middic ¢
in the then East Bengal
also middle class as a social
force. Different trends
within the e class on the
question of war of Hberation
whether they supported or
nol, are to be observed in our
study.” says Rahman.

While the researches,
questions of thematic and
problematic thoughts arc to be
taken into account

On the point of thematic
view, we expect the research
pcrsonalities to put forward
the study as an integrated doc-
umentation bﬁqumnﬂhl on
cconomic or polt or ideo-

view.

On the other side, research
on war of liberation gives rise
to two types of problematic
thought — ideological -
tive and methodological :E-
acteristic. So, 1t aAre ex-
pecled to be tive on two
issues, such as a] nationalist
movement in one of a
nco-colonial state, b] class-
movement in a neo-colonial
state and its relations or
counter relations with imperi-
alism and other socio-eco-
nomic forces hostile or to-be-
hostile in the country.

The Aussies and the Poms are at it Again

by Derek Ingram

USTRALIAN politicians

have long been famous

for their straight

talking. They were never made
to be diplomats and in a world

" where cant and hypocrisy

often prevail this makes them
rather refreshing. Paul
Keating. Prime Minister for

‘1. less than three months, is the

latest of a long line.

Suddenly in Parliament he
turned on the opposition and
said: "We are not going to be
dofling our lid or tugging our
forelock to anybody. We have to
be aggressively Australian,
whole edly Australian and
proud of it, and trade with our
part of the world.”

No one could ever call
prime ministers Bob Menzies,
John Gorton, Gough Whitlam,
Malcolm Fraser or Bob Hawke
men who pulled their verbal
punches. All except Menzies,
who was an ophile and an
ardent monarchist, got under
Britain's skin from time to
time.

None more so perhaps than
John Curtin, the Labor leader
who replaced the conservative
Menzies in 1941, just twe
months before the Japancse
struck at Pearl Harbor and be-
gan their lightning drive down
the Malaysian peninsular to
Singapore.

Churchill had been hurt by
a message from Curtin in
January 1942, which said that
the Australians had heard that
the evacuation of Malaya and
Sﬂpure was being consid-
e by the allled Defence
Committee. If that were to
happen, said Curtin, it would
be regarded as "an inexcusable

betrayal.
In the event, the Japanesc

swept south in a few months as

far as Papua New Guinea, on
Australia’'s doorstep, and
bombed Darwin from time to
time, although they never
landed in Australia.

Mcantime, the crcam of
Australian (roops were in
North Alfrica and had fought
rearguard actions with the

When new Australian Prime Minister Paul Keating laid into the British in an attack on
the opposition Liberal Party he was simply continuing a tradition. Perhaps it all started
when the British settled Australia with convicts. In a few years, reports Gemini News
Service, Australia will almost certainly become a republic, but the love-hate relationship
“Btweensthe two countries 1weill go on. :

Makers of Australia
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Six-year terms.
Hailf re-elected every 3 years

British flag

1788  Aher loss of American colonies Britain
begins to land convicts in Australia
1790 onwards. Free settiers and freed convicts

develop colorses

1859 CQueensland created. All country now divided

into 6 colonies

1855-80 Each colony devises sell-govemning
constitution on Westminster model
Federal government created. Commonwsealth
of Australia born. Parliament sits in Melbourne

1901

150 members. Elections every 3 years

76 members. 12 from each state, 2 each from Capital
Territory (Canberra) and Northem Territory .

Head of State is Queen Elizabeth. Governor-General.
now always an Australian, represents her

170 James Cook lands at Botany Bay, raises

1927 Pariament moves to Canberra

British in Eu an theatres
such as Greecc. Therc were
many bitter exchanges be-
tween Curtin and Churchill,
although in the ¢nd Churchill
said he came 1o respeet Curtin
and liked him when they fi-
nally met up in 1944, In thosc
days personal contact between
politicians across the world
was neccssarily infrequent.

Curtin s an Australian
Labour Parly folk hero and
Keating has now revived 50
years later the notion Lhat
Britain betrayed Australia by
not coming to its defence ade-
quately in 1941. Even allowing
for the fact that the wily
Churchill was a man of many
mistakes, Keating has not got

his history in perspective.
Churchill must have long
realised Malaya and Singapore
were not defensible— new evi-
dence has come to light to
support that— and hec was less
than frank with Curtin about

»  the true position.

But there was little he could
do about it by that time. In
December 1941 Britain had
just survived a year
the defensive nst :
an ordeal relieved only by
Hitler's invasion of the Soviet
Union the previous June,

When the Japancse struck
in December there was on way
an overstretched Britain could
come to the rescue of
Australia. Curtin wanted
Australian troops sent back
home from the Middle East
and Churchill, Albeit recluc-

lantly, agreed.

alone on_

He had wanted them lo go
to [urma, but Curtin refused. It
was not truc, as Keating al-
leges, that Britain would not
“give our troops back to keep

oursclves free from Japancse
domination.”

In any case, Australia now
had inevitably-to look to the
United States for help. This
was the point at which the de-
cline of British global power
began. The fall of Singapore
marked the beginning of the
end of the British Empire,
cven though 'Britain won back
all the territory in 1945.

However, to this day Lhe
Australians remain aggrieved
and when Keating started ac-
cusing Britain of betrayal he
was harking right back to that
Curtin to Churchill in
194 1. He has stirred it up now
because “‘bashing the
Pommies™— the word derives
inexplicably from the small
and ineffectual Pomeranian
dog- is good for votes and
Keating is in dire need to
them. Within days of his

Pommie-bashing his personal

popularity in the opinion polls
had lcapt by 1B per cent.

Having pushed Bob llawke
out of the Labor lcadership
last December, he has only a
yecar before he must call a
general  election and win
power in his own right. The
nh;pouunn Liberal Party had

n runnlnﬁ way ahead in the
opinion polls long before he
took over.

Keating's verbal attack was
spontaneous, but his refer-
ences a day or two earlier to

Ausiralla’'s changing rcl.nmm}
ship with Britain, madc¢ in t
presence of Queen Elizabeth,
were of a different order-
carcful statements of policy.

They were quite unsurpris-
ing and misunderstood in
Uritain. The idea that they
upsel the Queen is probably
quile wrong. Everyone
the point that he was talking
before the Queen of Australia,
not of Britain. lle was putting
forward Australian government
views that she would constitu-
tionally endorse, just as she
would if in her official pres-
cnce a British minister
was making a critical policy
statement about British rela-
tions with Australia.

Keating .Iimp pointed out
that Australia, ltke Britain,

now looked for partners in its
own region. He said: "Just as
Greal Britain some time ago
sought to make her future se-
cure in the European
Community, so Australia vigor-
ously seeks partnership with
countries in our own region.”

Australia is heading towards
becoming a republic. A target
date of 2001 has been set.

Such a move means a ::h-.ngng
relationship with Britain but
not a distancing of Australia

from Britain. In due course a
similar change is bound to take
place in Canada and even New
Zcaland. The concept of a head
of state living on the other
side of the world is hardly his-
torically tenable, and has noth-
ing to do with the Qucen's
personal performance, which
could hardly be faulted in 40
years.

Nor should that affect the

© Commonwealth relationship

one jota, since more than one-
third of the member countries
are republics anyway, simply
recognising the Queen as |lead
of the Commonwealth.

DEREK INGRAM (s Editor
of Gemini News Service.

Letters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters

are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communjca-
tions must bear the writer’'s real name, signature and
address.

The Burmese

Sir, The autocratic regime
of Burma is deliberately creat-
ing problems all around that
counlry to stabilize their own
illegitimate government. On
Bangladesh [rontier they are
pushing out the religious mi-
norities and we are reacting in

the manner want us to, It
can be said wi t any shred
of doubt that they are not do-

ing this barbaric act for the
benefit of the majorities in that

counltry. AL Jleasl we,
Bangladeshis are well aware of
the ways of autocrats. We are
drawing attention of the whole
world to the atrocities com-
milted to one section of the
population of that country. But
is that regime doing any good
to the other sections of that
country? Haven't the junta
kept the rightful leader,
elected by an election, under
confinement? Aren't they re-
fusing to accept the verdict of

the people?
It is time we take the plight
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of the whole population of that
wreiched country to the world
al large. Il we have to take the
complaint of the Muslim mi-
nority we should place it to the
whole population of Burma and
help them to solve the same.
Our country is governed by
a party under a leader who re-
lentlessly fought against an au-
tocratic regime for a long pe-
riod. Who else can be in a bet-
ter situation to help the
Burmese brothers and sisters
to come out of their plight!
Now our appecal will be heard
all over the world because we
are dircctly aflected by their
‘domestic’ problem. We can
even approach the Chinese to
come out openly against the
unta. Thafland is also affected
y the ploys of the Burmese
military junta. We have already
mobilized the world opinion
quitc favourably. We should
now start helping the various

democratic groups to wage ef-
forts to uproot the {llegitimate
junta from that country. If the

succeed with our assistance all

problems including the
Rohingya one will
to be settled once for all.

Any sporadic eflort and
temporary patch up will only
causc [urther suffering to the
hapless Rohingyas again and

again in fluture.

M A Hag
West Rajabazar, Dhaka

The Day of Quds

Sir, Since the Middle-Est
Peace Conlerence in Madrid,
initiated by the USA, more
than five months have
and during this period scveral
other mecting were also held
but so far there is nol any sign
ol scitlement of the problem.

However, we were expect-

get a chance

ing no result out of these con-

fercnces from the very begin-
ning. But, unfortunately, some
of our brothers and leaders are

still in the belief, that 44 years

of occupation of our sacred
Baitul Muqgaddas, our [irst
@iblah, could be solved
through fations and dia-
logues. Indeed, negotiations
and dialogues had been two

main functions for solution of
many problems, but in the case

of Isracl no doubt these cannot

play any important role, since
arguments arc conlinuing for
as long
only scnses bul no result.
lsracl's his is a combi-

nation of terrorism, violatfon of
human rights and important of
all its tendency to establish

Zionist ideology, is a clear evi-
dence that with lsrael com-
promise is meaninglcss.

In this context, | would like

as 44 years, ylelding

brothers and sisters in faith all
around the world that it is we
who together can give this tu-
mour the right treatment and
this can only be achieved by
our concrete unification, |
think the last Friday of the
holy month of Ramzan —
Jumatul Vida — which had
been announced by late Imam
Khomeini[R) as international
day ol Quds, can be a good op-
portunity for all Muslims to
express atleast their sympat
and sorrow to the oppre
people of Palestine who now-a-
days are suffering different
types of oppression. “The day
of Quds is a day of Islam . . . on
this day all Muslims must
come out of fsolation and

crs rltlh 5 H'l.'ll'ﬂ!':;‘!h.' |

Seyed Rahim Ashnakhah
An Iranian student at BUET,

to draw attention of all my Dhaem



