Azam replies

From Page 1 Col 4
statement of support”™ [(rom
Jamaat before forming the

roment. he said "Wo
lped this government to be
formed and they in turn have
declared me a foreigner bow:
ing to pressure from the oppo-
sition and that is how 1 got
paid for my courtesy.”

He also retorted that when
he was approached for support
in forming the government
and for the presidential candi-
date, was he approached as a
foreigner or a citizen?

Comfortably scatled in his
study, a calm and composéd
Golam Azam claimed that he
never deserted the country of
his birth but was stranded
abroad due to unavoidable cir-
‘cumstances.

"I have returncd to the
country on my own initiative
and | am not willing to leave at
someone else’'s order,” he de-
clared. "

to a question, the
dnﬂﬁ:‘;dcr brushed aside
any possibility of his being de-
ported: "If there was a scope 10
rt me, it would have been
done long time ago.” he 'said,
adding "and morcover, wherc
is the government going to
deport me to?".

Azam described the peo-

's court as ‘ludicrous’ when
thé judiciary gnd law courts
are functioning in the country
and warned that the existence
of the nment would be at
stake "if democracy functions
in this manner.”

Replying to another ques-
tion, the Jamaal Ameer said
that he had no hatred or ill-
feeling towards anyone includ-
ing those who werc atlempting
to put him on 'public trial’. He
added that was not con-
cerned abouf his life as the
ideal ‘he is following dictates
that one comes to this path
with the “intention of becom-
ing a martyr'.

It s not normal for a person
to go against the interest of his
motherland, he said while re-
plying to a question on his role
during 1971. "1 believe in such
an ideal which requires one to
do his duties in the mother-
land,” he added.

Golam Azam in a staternent
issued Tuesday night also

ted out that Jamaat could
casily have placed many condi-
tions before agreeing to sup-
port BNP to form the govern-
ment.

"But to save the nation from
a civil war we supported them
unconditionally and this is
what | et In return,” he said

to his arrest order,

"What can be cxpected of
this ment which has ar-
resied me without any offence
by surrendering to the de-
mands of a handful of terror
ists.” he asked, adding "what
can the people expect from

Support to
public trial

continues

By Staff Correspondent

Support to the planned
public trial of Golam Azam by
different quarters continued
Tuesday.

Statements were issued and

8 held supporting

the trial al Suhraward! Uddyan
March 26 calling all pro-libcra
tion people to wilness the
historic trial

Muktfjoddha Sangsad Cen-
tral Command Council Chair-
Abdul Ahad
Chowdhury and Secrelary
General Md A Aziz (Bir Pratik)
joint statement

fighters of

staged a rally in front of the
Nationa! Museum premises in
of the public trial .
Dhaka University Mukti)-
oddha Chatira Command
Convenor Afzalur Rahman Babu
chaired the meeting. while the

i

the government when il can-
not even protect the rights of a

single individual?”
Later at a press conference

at the paMy's central office

Tuesday evening senior Nayeb-
e-Ameer of Jamaat Abbas Al
Khan told newsmen that both
late I'resident Ziaur Rahman
and Ilcgum Khaleda Zia had
promised restoration of Prof
Goulam Azam'’s citizenship but
breached their promise.

Party Genceral Secretary
Matiur Rahman Nizami replied
in the aflfirmative when he was
asked whether Begum Zia had
met Golam Azam to seck sup-
port for forming the BNP gov-
crnment after the last parlia-
mentary election.

The Jamaat Secretary said
that Golam Azam replied to the
show causc notice served on
him by the Home Ministry at
9-55 am Tucsday.

In that reply Golam Azam
said that the allegations
brought against him were false,
baseless and intentional.

"I went to Karachi on
November 22, 1971 and tried
to come back on December 3

but because of the war my air-

craft could not land in Dhaka,
The plane went to Jeddha and
afterwards | went to London. [
tried repeatedly to come back
to Bangladesh but fafled and at
last | returned to my country
in 1978," Golam Azam ex-
plained in his two-page seven-
point answer shect to the
Home Ministry.

He said that he had used a
Pakistan| passport as a ‘travel
document’ and submitted it to
the Bangladesh government
and applied for nationality.

He pleaded that
Bangladeshi by birth he has ev-
ery right to become the Ameer
of Jamaat-e-Islami, Bangla-
desh, so it is not contradictory
to Article 38 of the Cons-
titution.

"I have been residing in my
house for the last 14 years
undisturbed and according to
the law of acquiesces the gov-
ernment accepted my citizen-
ship," he was quoted as saying
in his reply by Abbas Ali Khan.

Jahanara Imam

From PPage 1 Col 5
independence.

Replying to a question,
Jahanara Imam said the gov-
ernment had arrested Golam
Azam for violating the coun-
try's constitution. "We shall try
him for his active involvement
in collaborating with the
Pakistani occupation forces
who killed thousands of our
people during our War of
Independence”, she added.

Jahanara Imam will reply
today to the show cause notice
served on her by the govern-
ment for her initiative in try-
ing Golam Azam in the peo-
ple's court.

"My solicitor is preparing
the dralt refuting the govern-
ment's allegation against me,”
she told this correspondent.

She was hopeful that the
incumbent government, elec-
ted through democratic
process, would Lake te
sieps to Implement the verdict
ol the people's court to be re-
turmed on March 26.

Banish killers,
collaborators:

Kader Siddiqui

From Our Correspondent

SIRAJGANJ, Mar 24: Abdul
Kader Siddiqui gave a clarion
call Tuesday to all pro-inde-
pendence forces to  eliminate
the killers and collaborators of
1971 unitedly.

The long process of banish-
ing the kfllers and collabora-
tors will commence with the
public trtal of March 26,
Kader Siddiqui said at a public
meeting at the Bazar Station
Square organised by the dis-
trict umdt of the Nationa)
Coordination Committee for
Realisation of the Spirit of the
Liberation War and Resistance
to the Killers and Collaborators
of ‘7).

He said the anti-pcople
forces are bound to de-
fealed by the greater consen-
sus of the people.

He supported the public
trial, saying it was not uncon-
stitutional. There are instances
of such public trials, he added.

Criticising the government
stand on the Golam Azam fs-
sue, Siddiqui said the govern-
mert on the one hand “is hesi-
tant to take any firm decision
on the fssue” while on the
other "It is mounting pressure
on the pro-independence
forces.”

steps
since his return during the

riazle of late President Ziaur
Rahman. "Moreover, the pre-
sent  Prime Mindster bowed
down to these merchants of
religion’ just to seck the sup-
port of Jamaat” , Siddiqui ac-
cused

He further said the public
irial was arranged as the gov-
ernment remained

“mysteriou silent” even afier
ﬂuchdh:yn{uﬁhmﬁﬂmu

the Ameer of “a religion ex-

plotting party.”

The meeti presided over
by Gazi Amd Haque, a free-
dom fighter, was also ad-

‘dressed by former MP Abdul
Lattf Mirza and JSD -Inu leader
Abdul Hat Talukder.
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Press Note
From Page | Col 5

tional Coordination Commitiee
for Implementation of the
Spirit of Liberation War and
Elimination of the Killers and

‘Collaborators of 1971.

In the show cause notices,
the government brought
charges against the committee
ol attempting to create scrious
law and order situation by vio-
lating the Constitution, un-
dermining the image of the ex-
isting court set up under the
Constitution and challenging
its effectiveness, and taking up
judiciary in own hands.

The government hoped that
the sponsors of the so-called
pcople’s court will refrain from
indulging in activitics contrary
to the Constitution as the main
rcason of constitmting the so-
called people’'s court been
removed through legal action

of the government.

The press note categorically
said that appropriate legal ac-
tions will be taken inst
those attempting to h the
s0-called people’'s court violat-
ing the Constitution and the
cxisting laws.

The government also ex-
pressed the hope that people
will realise the gravity and im-
portance of the situation and
show respect to law and the
Constitution, and extend all
cooperation for the law to lakc
its own course.

Analysis
From Page 1 Col 5
triggered off an wunprece-
dented national crisis by tak-
ing over as the Ameer of the
. The consensus was that
Azam had provoked a con-
frontation with pro-liberation
forces and, in a shrewd move,
put the t of Begum
Khaleda Zia to the test.

Some
situation suited the Jamaat ex-
tremely well. Reporters who
met Azam yesterday evening
found the self-appointed
Amcer in a mood. On
the other hand, Jahanara
Imam, the Convenor of the
Committee which is to stagc a
"public trial” of Golam Azam on
Thursday maintained her seri-
ousness in talking to newsmen.
As one observer puts it, she
secemed conscious of the re-
sponsibility that had been
pﬁ’zﬂ on her.

What worried people in
professional classes was the
sharp polarisation of forces

that marked the hazy evolving

scenario, between the pro-
liberation forces and the
Jamaat, a n that may

further deepen no matter how
the Azam issue is resolved,
perhaps only temporarily.

All eyes were on Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
who, observers said, had the
final responsibility of settling
the issue, as the head of the
government, who has nothing
to gain and much to lese il the

country is plunged into a con-
flic

ts said that the -

Trial body

Froun Page 1 Col 4
government to stop such ha-
rassment.

Chaired by the Committee
Convener, Jahanara lmam, the
meeting termed "unexpected’
and ‘condemnable’ the is-
suance of a show cause notice
on 19 leaders of the
Committee by the democrati-
cally -elected government.

"By doing so., the govern-
ment has treated the peace-
loving people and the killers
and collaborators of 1971 in

the same manner,” a resolution .

of the meeting said.

The meeting lurther alleged
that Golam Azam's party
Jamaat-e-Islami had been at-
tacking the madrasa students
and alems with an ill motive
and demanded government
action in this regard.

Rashed Khan Menon PM,
General Secretary of
Bangladesh Workers Party, in a
statement Tuesday said that
fhe goverriment had under-
mined the public opinion by
serving show cause notices to
Jahanara Imam and other
leaders of the National
Coordination Committee for
Resistance to the Killers and
Collaborators of 1971.

He expressed his grievance
for such step of the ern-
ment and warned that if the

government failed to prosecute
all the war criminals including
Golam Azam, it [govt] ilself
would be prosecuted by the
people in the same manner

the people

i
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brought out a procession in the city yesterday.

o il

sl & 4.
Martyrs' family members and War.crippled Freedom Fighters' Rehabilitation Council

" Hasina : Public trial

From Page | Col 3

Hasina also accused Azam
of being involved in the con
spiracy that led to killing of
Bangabandhu and others In
1975.

“Don’'t unicash the police or
musclemen to spoifl the trial”,
Hasina called upon the ruling

| BNP. You will not be able to

remain in power in collabora-
tion with your Pakistani mas-
ters”, the AL leader com-
mented.

Hasina made a call to all

faith in the country's

independence and sovereignty
to attend Golam Azam's hic
trial at Suhrawardy -
"People in lakhs from across
the country would make the
trial successful”, she hoped.

The opposition leader
blasted the ruling BNP saying
its founder late t Zia
had brought Golam Azam in
the country, freed the war
crimpinals and appointed them
ministers. “The same party is
now reinstalled in
the support of Golam Azam's
party, Jamaat-e-Islami”, she
added.

Amid slogans, Hasina said,
“Let us uproot the anti-libera-

tion forces that ground
in the with the killing
of " "Government

has showed i#ts insolence by

a show cause notice on
Jahanara Imam, mother of a
vallant freedom fighter,” said
Hasina adding "the rulers must
have the same fate as that of

the anti-liberation elements
for this act.”" "1 strongly con-
demn this government act...
The people should issye this
government & notiee o show

| cause as to how a foreign na-

tional and war eriminal Hke

Golam Azam {s staying in the
country unpun £
Criticising the Khatib of

Baitul Mukarram Mosque for
sidi with Jamaat, Hasina
nh;rl'ﬂm to refrain from do-

ing the same. "The (rue
Muslims don't believe iIn
Moududism, the ideal of
Jamaat-e-Islami,” she re-
marked

Hasina started her speech
by congratulating the Janata
Mukti Party leaders and work
ers for their right decision’ o
join her party at the 'right
moment when, she said, a
‘solid unity’' of all the pro-liber-
ation forces was a must to re-
sist the rise of the fundamen-
talists.

Janata Mukti Party's merger
with the Awami would
strengthen the struggle for
restoration of the spirit of the

1971 liberation war, Hasina
said.
Mirza Sultan Raja, who once

was an AL leader, said Lhal
there was no other option but
to gather under the shade of
Awami to achieve the
objectives the liberation war
was fought for, resist the anti-
liberation forces and save the
nation from distortion of its

true history.

60 killed in
Senegal blast

DAKAR {(Senegal), Mar 24:

An explosion in a nut process-
killed at least

|

}

Khelafat slates
public trial,

Jamaat

By Staff Correspondent

The Ameer of Bangladesh
Khelafat Andolan, Maolana
Shah Ahmadullah Ashrafl at a
press conference Tuesday
termed the 'gano adalat’ the
outcome of a wrong political
decision by a ‘controversial po-
ltical party from the Islamic
point of view.'

Indicating to the Jamaat-¢-
Islami he alleged that the party
was not acting as per the ide-
dlogy of lslam, rather it was us-
ing the name of Islam to serve
its interest, he added.

to a question the

Ameer that Golam Asam ’

. should be prosecuted for his

role in the Liberation War. But
the government should also
consider his citizenship as he
deserved the right to be a cili-
zen of the country by birth, he
fel.

He said that Jamaat's role

had created such an Impres-
sion among the people thal a
Muslim could not move freely
wearing 'tupl’ and having
beard.
He also expressed his
rescrvation about the planned
public trial saying that it was a
part of an international plot to
divide the nation through a
civil war,

Abdul Hye Azad, Sajedur
Rahman and Pir Mizanur
Rahman also atiended the
press conlerence held al the
National Press Club.

e

State Deptt

From Page 1 Col 8
The President also an-

' nounced that the US would

provide threc million dollars
in funding from the emergency
refugee and migration assis-
tance funds to help Bangladesh
with the influx of refugees
from mar.,

A senior administration of-
fictal estimated their number
at 120,000 to 200,000 and
still growing. "We are con-
ce with the refugee situa-
tion and we are watching’, the
official said, noting that the
UN Secretary General was
sending’ a representative to
report on the situation.

Historically, said the offi-
cial, ‘governments in Myanmar
have not been very responsive

to foreign pressure, which is
one of difficult features of
this obviously, and

other countries of Southeast
Asia have a very strong interest

aflairs than now obtajns.
Legal complications
From Page 1 Col 4

issue rather than pressing for
a decision from the Speaker.

Authoritative sources fur-
ther say the decision to arrest
Golam Azam was approved at
the highest level and therc was
no reason to term it 'safe cus-
tody.’

BNP sources say Jamaat-e-
Islami failed to evaluate the
gravity of the situation before
electing Golam Azam as its
Ameer. misread the re-
sults of last elgction as a
pointer to their strength’ they
added.

BNP, the sources further
say, has decided not to show
‘any leniency to someone who
was the mastermind in killing
innocent people during the
War of Liberation.’ |
+ BNP, according to the
sources, believes that people
always take the correct deci-

~ sion and BNP as a party of the

people will 'honour their sem-
timent.’

Trade

From I'ngc | Col 7

Myanmar included pulp and
waste paper, crude fertilizer
minerals, wood and articles of
wood, vegetable products, an-
imal ofls and fats, non-metallic
mineral manulfactures, fruits
and vegetables and work of art
collector's pieces. .

The ({tems exported to
Myanmar included raw jute,
ute manufactures, crude rub-

, medicine and medicinal
salts.

The import from mar
was highest in 1987-88 [iscal
year. During the year
Bangladesh imported the said
commodities worth Taka 116
million which declined to Taka
10.54 million in 1990-9]1 FY
and to Taka 4.16 million in the
current FY up to November.

Bangladesh earned only
Taka 0.14 million in 1988-89
fiscal year by exporting crude
rubber to Myanmar, Taka
19.74 million in 1988-80 FY by
exporting raw jute, medicine,
and medicinal salts, Taka 6.60
million in 1990-91 FY by ex-

porting medicine and medici-
nal and Taka 1.96 in the
current [iscal year up to

November by exporting jute
manufactures, medicine and
medicinal salts.

Bangladesh had to pay the
most for importing non-metal-
e mineral manufactures from
Myanmar and carned the most
by exporting raw fjute during
the last six years.,

Bangladesh had 10 pay Taka
271.06 million for iﬁrorun‘
the ftem and carned only Taka
19.13 exporting the raw
ute. Both the items were nol

ing tmported and exported
during the last two years.

According to the terms and
conditions of the trade agree-
ment there was scope for bi-
lateral talks to diversify the
trade link. But no amendment
was made in the agreement
since fts signing in 1973,

According to a source close
te the Economic Relations
Diviston [(ERD), the Durmese
are merely interested to di-
versify the trade link with

Hnnthdnh. tho there were
much prospects lor both the
countries.

in seeing that the situation
moves back to a better state of
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of Europe

activities, reports AFP.

required treatment for cancer at a Moscow hospi
doctors have subsequently

Honecker's health is satisfactory, reports AP.

24 countries sign 'open
skies' treaty

_ HELSINKI, ‘Mar 24: Foreign Ministers from 24 countrics
today signed the 'opén skies’ treaty, opening up the airspace
and North America to military inspection flights.

For the first time in the history
will -be allowed to make overfli

Honecker seeks asylum in
N Korea

BONN, Mar 24: Chile's special

that
former East German Communist leader Erich Honecker is

now secking asylum in North Korea. Honecker -fled to
Moscow from Germany a year ago, allegedly because he

envoy said Tuesday

tal. Russian
said that the 79-year-old

of disarmament, countries

ghts of each others territory in
-order to monitor weapons installations and other military

PLO central couneil to
meet in Tunis April 6

AMMAN, Mar 24 : The central council of the PLO will mect

in Tunis on A
East peace

6 instead of March 29 to discuss Middle
ks with Israel and the idea of a Jordanian-
Palestinian confederation, officials said

today. The meeting of |

the 92 members of the central council; a smaller version of

the full Palestinian

pariament-in-exile, was delayed because

of the Eid-ul-Fitr, reports Reuter.

From Page 1 Col 7

maich-winning innings.
"No-one expected Inzamam

| did and we have players with
similar talent.

dependable.

fident.”
- England base their ap-

overcome minor injuries.
(ribs)

starters for

\ are troubled by niggling prob-

lems.

"I am hopeful everyone will
be up for seclection,” said
England captain Graham
Gooch.

“Pakistan are a very good
side and they have obviously
done well to get to the final
They started very slowly but
they have come good when it
matters. :

competitive side and if we play
well we can match
Pakistanies.”

| Pakistani trio Javed Mian-
dad, Aamir Sohail and Ramecez

Principals for 5
new medical
colleges

The government has ap-
pointed [ive principals-cum-
| project directors for five ncw
medical colleges of the coun-
try, according to official hand-
out here Tuesday, reports BSS.

Retired Prof Mohammad
Abdul Khaleque has been ap-

dirl:r:rrh:f Khulna

Co two years on con-
tract while retired Prof S A A
Bari, retired Prof Mohammad
Mahfuzul Haq, retired Prol
Enyettul Kabir and Prol
Habibur Rahman, who is on
leave preparatory to retire-
ment, have been appointed
principals-cum-project direc:

tors of Dinajpur, Bogra,
Faridpur and Comilla ical
Colleges for the same period.

World Cup

ent and any one of our players
can get going and play a

to play the innings which he

"Salim Malik is known to
have won matches by himsell,.
while Javed Miandad is always

“"England is a very good all-
round team with a lot of expe-

rience in one-day cricket, but
our team is not under as much
pressure and we are very con-

proach on planning, discipline
and fitness, although a number
. of key players are struggling to
All-rounder Derek Pringle
and batsman Robin
Smith (back) are both doubtful
the final, while

Phillip DeFreitas (hamstring)
and lan Botham (groin) still

"We think we have a very
the

pointed Wrﬁpnl-cumacr:{tctl
ca

Raja all have cleared 300 runs
in the tournament.

England's highest scorer
has been Alec Stewarl wilh
252, but six Englishmen have
scored more than 480, com-
pared to only four Pakistanis.

The sides have polarised
public images and the England
leam is likely to receive a hos-
tile reception from a plus-
100,000 crowd.

There was widespread
blame cast on England captain
Graham Gooch for the debacle
in Sydney, where a | 2:q inute
stoppage through ru™ saw
South Africa’'s victory target
change [rom a daunting 22 ofi
13 balls to an fmpossiblec 2] off
one,

Conversely, Pakistan s cam-
paign has become romantic.
Led by the commanding
Imran, a man who graces cov-
ers of women's magazines in
thijs country, Pakistan has
overcome a slow start w
march into the final with a 48
run win over Australia and the
thrilling semifinal defeat of
New Zealand.

Reports that Imran is rais-
ing money for a cancer hospi-
tal in honour of his decad
mother have earned Lhe
Pakistanis more public sympa-

The disappointing end Lo
Sunday's semifinal has over-
shadowed much of the lead up |
to the final but the World Cup
committee Tuesday confirmed
there would be no changes to
the playing conditions for the
final. .

Detailed stories on Sport

pages
Azam arrested

From I'uge 1 Col 7

ment, he added.

Comparing his situation
with that ol the Rrophets ol
Islam, he said, “The Prophets
of Islam were also subjected to
s repression.”

ferring to his imprison-
ment, he guipped "l am going

for a sejeurn.” -
Later, he was led to a white
police jeep by lour

guarded
truckloads of police and taken
to the central {nﬂ .

ofl at 10-35
dents of the got pan-

Some of them said they
were ?prchtndlng an attack
from the Jamaal activisis o
rescue their chiefl.

When contacted Dhaka
Central Jail autherities told
The Daily Star thal he was put
into his cell at ten minutles

past midnight. .
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salwar suits

occasion

Nekita Boutique of India
Presents Exhibition cum Sale
of Reasonably Priced Exclusive

the auspicious
id at

Qazi's Guest House
House Ne. 19,
Road. No. 96,

(Gulshan,
Tel : 6056512

On Thursday, 26th March & Friday,
27th March, 10 am onwards
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