DHAKA WEDNESDAY MARCH 25. 1992

The World Cup that

cricket lost

By Shakil Kasem

After the last mosi obvious of reasons, were

white ball 1s lambasting every rule thal

bowled (sic) and cluded their flailing bats.

the lights at the Gone irrevocably, are the

MCCG are dim- . when cricket was un-

med, the world complicated; when it was gov-
order of cricket would have ita erned by laws, not rules

latest . Thousands all over
the however would be
lefl to . Was this the
- Weorld that never was 7
With all the Eurhitl;'
panache associated with
1993, it et was not

trators and marketing men.
Let no one tell us other-
wise, but cricket is in fact a
gamc s in traditions,
norms a conventions. [t
cannotl be marketed as a Big
Mac over Lhe fast food counter.

had
condi-

nge of '

T

Nine,
or

framed for Channel
Benson and Hedges

' Bukhatir.
+~ ‘What is increasi

being
lost on the sponsors of cricket
fournamerits (World Cup being
no cxception) is the t of
the game flsell. A cricket
maich is played for the sole
purpose of going through a sct
of parameters involving time,
space and matter thereby ar-
riving at an outcome. The out-
come of a match could be, a
win, a loss, a draw or a tie, de-
pending on the duration of the
malch

The APPEAL of the game
lies in the MANNER in which
the result is achieved. What
had for so long made this game
pure in its essence, was that
players always had to play
within a framework of laws, to
get at a result, The result could
never be contrived nor doc-
tored.

: TII'III WC with its bizarre set
ol playing conditions will
down in cricket history as bf
ing no less controversial than
the Bobyline Tour itself. The
world would have a new cham-
pion after March 25 ; but for
surc this was tournament that
ericket lost.

Tawfiq Aziz Khan

HMS Brittagid

t on course o Mclbourne on its:
W Perth, 22 February, 1992 A.D. The ship has
wea some stormy atmosphere, losing balance al
times, and deviating from course a couple of times. All
hands at deck were not physically fit, including myself, but
our long expericnce has stood us in good stead during
these a turmoil and interference.

The first encounter with PNS Pakistan at Adelaide de-
manded slight change In course due to rough weather,
thereby avoiding a direct collision which might have
proved detrimental to the mission.

But the most terrible experience was gathered while

through Melbourne against South Africa when the
ship almost went off course but for First Officer Alec
Stewart who deputised for me as | lay in sick bay and the
black powerhouse Chris Lewis and First Mate Hick who
sicadied the ship back on course,

HMS New Zealand captained by Martin Crowe with a
'second rate, but hundred percent physically and
mwﬂdh?::mnm h}r:ﬂi the Brittania to change
course over A ng us once again over Alrica
ﬂmﬂt“keuuflmmhl. flying a Zimbabwecan
flag, rammed and battered a totally sick Brittania crew.
The doctor on board had almost half the crew in sickbay
and repaired some of them for temporary duty. But that
did not help. The Brittania once again was forced to stray
away from course, but not from the mission of reaching
Mclbourne on time. During its month-long voyage never
before had we run into such a powerful galaxy, again over
the South African sky. It almost ended our voyage but for
providential intervention. We managed to remain on
course, but not without a certain feeling of guiit.

Now we have reached our destination byt the mission is
yet to be accomplished. We can not avoid a direct
confrontation with PNS Pakistan captained by a seasoned
veteran of five galactic voyages. | must have my main
engines Lewis and Pringle in full throttle and the
ancillaries Botham and DeFreitas revwing smoothly. First
Officer Stewart and the first, second and third mates Hick,
Lamb and Smith must sweep the deck very clean and
quick but it still s a bit dicey proposition, particularly
against the quick-firing super-rockets Akram and Aaquib,
upported by the boosters called Imran and
Mushtaq. The weather, too. is a big factor and | am not
ing lo take any chances by coming in from behind.

The missjon, after two failed aticmpts, must be accom-
plished, for there will be no second chance. |
Part 1 .

-

On board PNS Pakistan. Capfain KHan's Log. Cup-date

2]1st March. 1992 A.D. Time 1030 hrs GMT. Somewhere
over the Tasman Sea, on way to Melbourne from Auckland.
Weather : Fair or foul : '

It has been a rough voyage right from the start over the
West Indies. The small islands put together could be so
strong a galaxy was almost inconceivable. First Officer
Javed Miandad, a veteran of five such voyages who was at
the helm, was flabbergasted. Then, by the immense grace
of God our ship avoided a potentially disastrous
coriffrontation with the HMS Brittania and appeared to
have deviated from course. INS India gave a severe jolt and
the ship was thrown off balance straight over the
turbulent s of South Alrica where our cause was
not helped by meteoric rains. For a millennium PNS

Pakistan was heading straight on a path from where there
scemed no retumn.

But my First Officer and the mates on board had taken
conirol with iron hands and veered the ship back on
course to the bewildered jubilation of all hands.

The rough weather over Australia was crossed without
much ado and the ship successfully traversed the
Way over the New Zealand skyline twice and was
confidently back on course after a full circle, towards
Melbourne. But | am worried about my Chief Gunner Salim
Maltk who scems to be beyond the doctor's reach. It seems
that he has lost his firing pin somewhere on the way. If
my two main engines Akram and Aaquib can generate full
pnw::':tlwui - ltit:]itﬁhfl‘r fire off target, as they did
over Zealand in t trip, chiel na r Rameez
Raja doesn't lose track and l:h#: " 1

I.knnwllﬂ:hgnlnglnbethth.thform
and | must accomplish my mission before | fade into his-

ARNOS VALE, St
Vincent, Mar 24:
West Indies A
ook the lead

‘ nplr-thnﬂ;n:!
on Monday,

third day of a four-day Test,
thanks 1o a wonderful innings
of 77 ,\bpy Roland Holder,

Holders, 24, of Barbados,
guided the home team to 302,
a lead of 61 on first innings.

England were 46 for one in
their second innings when
rain brought play to an end an

Windies lead England A

hour belfore the close.
Resuming with the score on
142 for four, Holder and

parinership to 77.

The not out batsman are
Darren Bicknell (17) and Mark
Ramprakash (2).

England A 241 and 46 for one
(Hugh Morris 23). :

West Indies A 302 (Roland

Holder 77, Robert Samuels 56,

Junior Murray 44. Linden
Joseph 22, Jo

Stephenson
four for 22, Robert Croft four
for 90).

|

MELBOURNE,
Mar 24 : Wedne-
sday's World Cup
final presents an
iniriguing clash
between two of
the most experienced and
respectled captains 1in
international cricket, reports
Reuter.

Take away Imran Khan from
Pakistan or Graham Goech
from England and each side
returns to an unexceptional
level.

When Imran brieflly quit the

| game, Pakistan struggled,

driven by strife and jes.
When Gooch broke a bone

in his left hand. England lost a

rare, golden chance of winning

a Test series in the Wesi
Indies. And just a ago,
when a serious infection

revented him playing for a
ngthy period, England were
thrashed by Australia.

Each has the ability to lift
his team, to bring out lop
quality performances from
somctimes average players.

Both lead by example on the
field with total dedication to
winning. Any sign of slackncss
is met with withering con-

“National cricket
from Friday

Sports Reporter
The eighteenth national
cricket championship will get
under way on March 27 at nine

different venues,
The knock-out tournament

will fcature a record 57 teams.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence al the National Sports
Council yesterday, treasurer of
the Bangladesh Cricket Control
Board and tournament chair-
man Reza-e-Karim informed
that Bangladcsh Tobacco Com-
pany, the sponsors, will bear
the entire expenditure of the
championship estimated at
Taka 8.5 lakh. The tournament

- will be titled "Gold Leaf cricket

championship.”

The nine zoral champions
and the runners-up of the
Dhaka zone will participate in
the finals scheduled to begin
on April 10 in Dhaka.

The champions and run-
ncrs-up will carn Taka 25,000
and 15,000 respectively while
cach participaling team will
receive Taka 3,000,

The man-of-the-match
award of the final is worth
Taka 2,000,

e

Selectors nearly dropped
P

WELLINGTON,
Mar 24 : Martin
Crowe, New Zea
land’'s innovatide
.ch & and inspirational
World Cup cap-
tain, revcaled on Monday he
was asked by the selectors to
quit the leadership before the

lournament began, reports
cuter,
Crowe, {interviewed on

Television New Zealand by his
brother Jefl, himself a former
New Zealand captain, said he
even doubted whether he
would be selected as player.,
Bul the doubts were the
spur for Crowe to turn on a
dazzling performance both as
batsman and captain. He won a
sportscar alter being voted
playcr of the tournament.

"When it happened and they
said they were going to take
the captainey away...l said I'm
nol going to back down to
these guys,

T dreamt of it (captaining
New Zecaland during the World
Cup) for 18 months and |
would have been letting the
tecam down if | said ‘No, Il

tempt. Neither can contem
plate giving second best.
jBut their style is totally dif-

Sport
| The captains — a study in contrast

IMRAN KHAN

lem. The epitome of a sporting
figure he most definitely is not.
[3ul appecarances are decep-

tive.
e is a fitness [anatic and

demands the same from his
players. On the ficld he has

ISLAMABAI, Mar
24 : Doctors have
advised cricket
fans with weak
M! hearts to steer
clear of television
and radio scts here Wednesday
a World Cup final fever grips
Pakistan, reports AFP.

Cricket can kill was the
message from top heart spe-
cialists as milions of Pakis
tanis prepared to cheer Lheir
team on o lriumph againsi
England in Lhe final in Melbo
urne, Australia.

"A tensed-up heart paticni
Is in grave danger of having a
severe heart attack,” Shahbaz
Ahmed Qureshi, cardiologist at
the Federal Government Ser-
vices Hospital warned:

An elderly cricket fan died
here Saturday while watching
Pakistan's semi-final against
New Zealand. He sullered a fa-
tal heart attack when Pakistan
lost the important wicketl ol
Salem Malik, one of the side s
briliant batsmen.

Millions of Pakistanis will
follow the match live on televi-

Not for the feeble-hearted
N

resign and pass the captaincy
over 1o semcone ¢lse’’
Crowe's ability as captain
was hot topic on talk-back ra-
dio shows and letiers-to the-

fr. .
MARTIN CROWE
ediior  «columns during
Ercland's recent tour when
Noew Zealand lost 2-0 in. the
three-Tost geries and 3-0 in
the one - day series.

Crowce said the sclectord
raised doubts about his cap-
laincy during the third Test in
Wellington.
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Junior Murray extended their |
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Injured English batsman Robin Smith faces a ball during

ractice at the MCG on the eve of the World

Cup final. Smith, who looks tense in the nets, may vyet

make the team today.

—AFP phote

brought ofl some brilliant
catches while his batting has al
times reached rare heights of
achievement.

In contrast, the handsome
Imram is imperfous and un
forgiving in his attitude to his
team.

GAH GOOCH

During an earlier Cu
match, one player who ha:
dropped a catch remained
squatting on the boundary in-
siead of joining his leammates
when the drinks trolley went

sion and radio in supporl of a
team which nobody expecied
to do so well in the compett-
tlon.

Businesscs are expecting
massive absentecism on a day
when the national sport will
dominate everything.

Sireets were deserted In of-
ties during the semifinal and
the capital ts expected to rr-
semblec a ghost town for much
of the final.

Ramadan, the Musltim mon-
th of lasting will induce even
more fans to watch the mateh
The pace of life slows herc
during Ramadan with amplc
time lor watching television or
listening to the radio.

Too much cricket excite-
ment can be even be bad for
the most healthy pecople, the
doctors say. Shahbaz said the
game can take a massive, emo-
tonal toll.

"Watching every dclivery
and heping the result one
wishes for six hours puls
tremendous pressure on head

and heart,” he said.

[le said it was “"The most
rightening 48 hours 1 have
cver experienced.” before
hcaring he had retained his
caplaincy, -

"We were actually playing
very well in that (third) Test
malch and | was called into a
meeting with the selectors and
I thought they were going to
ask me what 1 thought the
World Cup side was going to
be, which was to be announced
in 24 hours' time.

"That wasn't in fact what
the meeting was about.

“Basically, it got very tricky
because my captaincy was in
question.

T didn’t know whether 1|

s going to-be playing 1 h:
:ﬁll 'ﬁ.‘(‘ ing tha ?n%gh not
named o go to the W Cup.”

Crowe's wife Simone, also
interviewed ‘on the show, said
“A. couple of selectors had
asked Martin to resign.”

Crowe's form against
England was modest by his
high standards -- he was sul-
fering from a knee injury and

the FHAnest

Crowe!

“He is just terrified of what
say. He s scared to
there," salid one

who knows

Imran
ge wup
Pakistant
the team well.

Imran, 39, has beem one of
all rounders the
gamc has known and stfll plays
an inflluential role.

Despite his age and a nag-
ging shoulder Injury, the
Pakistan! captain has some-
tirmws balted at number three
and gone on as first change
bowler during the lournament

in an. attempt to shape the .

course of a match.

Gooch and Imran have both
stamped total control on their
trams.

Imran says he is still play-
ing international ericket only
because it helps him ralse
money for a cancer hospital in
Pakistan in memory of his
mother who died of the fliness.

Gooch has given rcpeated
hints that he is not far from
rctirement.

The void in the teams when
each goes will be enormous.

Mcanwhile, London's igh
Commissioner here refuscs to
back Graham Gooch's side.

"l don't bet,” Sir Nicholas
Barrington told AFP. "1t will be
very even.

Barrington said Pakistan
had improved after a bad start
to the competition while the
English were struggling with
their form and hndn!njury
wWOrTics.

llowever, Pakistan captain
imran Khan. speaking In a
lelevision intorview  l(rom
Melbourne, said his side were
“fully it and in high spirits.”

lJoth 4eams arc despcrate
because they have not won the
Cup before,” he said. —
“If is a batting prack so the

batting strength appears lo be
a doeiding factor.”

“This also seems giving us
an cdge as our main balsmen
are in tremendous form,”
Imran said. 71 don’'t underrate
the England batting but the
way the Pakistan team has
louched peak gives us groat
confidence.”

al one point considered stand-
ing down from the World Cup
because of his lack of fitness.
But Crowe, 29, turned the
Cup into a personal triumph.
He scored 456 runs at an aver-
age of 114, but it was his cap-
taincy as much as batting
which won him plaudits.
Surprise tactics such as
opening the bowling with ofl-
spinner Dipak Patel and using
Mark Greatbatch in an unac-
customed role as a big-hitting
opening batsman were largely
responsible for New Zecaland
beating more favoured sides.
From being a side of indif-

ferent fielders he transformed -

them into one of the best in
the lournament. o

Many cricket commentators
believe some of Crowe's tactics
have changed the face of one-
day cricket.

New Zealand had a record
World Cup sequence of seven
consecutive wins before losing
to Pakistan, who then beat
them again in a close-run and
thrilling semifinal.

By Eugene Sheffer
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with Allan Lamb, who did not
play the initial six matches.
lan Botham has proved
himself to be more useful as a
bowler: his 15 wickets in the
lournament so far have cost
him 17.6 runs apiece. Of all
the England bowlers,  Philip
DeFreftas appears to be the
most doadly, though his 11

| wickets were carmed at’ 25.18

-phc't_,l Chris Dl.:n:h (7 at 2314
apiece] and, L - (8
at 14.25 -ptrc:ﬁf ?:ciq:'tin-‘
juries do not trouble them, are
important weapons in Eng-
land’s armoury. Derek
another player on the

list, has been their most
cconomical bowler. England
have a plus point in their
ficlding and rumning between
the wickets. Watch out for that
tall, lanky and super agile
Chris Lewis, who is excellent
with his quick pick-ups and
throws.

Pakistan's road to the final
had not been smooth at all;
they started the campaign with
a defeat at the hands of the
Windies, then two consecutive
defculs against India and South
Alnca appeared to have made
their task almost impossible
and it was no mean achicve-
ment that they regrouped from
that sudden-death position to
win the next three matches in
& row against Australia, Sri
Lanka and New Zealand, the
last mentioned tasting their
only defeat in their ultimate
match of the league round.

Pakistan's place in the
semifipnals  was made certaip
by the Australian vfctory

presentéd  the  cricketing
world the most exciting match

of, the tournamenlt and de- .
-servedly eagned for themselves
a place in the final. At a 140

for 4 in the 35th over it looked
as if they would never reach
the target of 263. But they did.

and in no uncertain manner,
duc mainly to a gem of an in-

|

x
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r

by | dver
the Windiés. In the semifinal.
 against New Zealand Pakistan

Akram [15 wickets, av.
Aaquib Javed (9 wkis., av.

19,26),

33.44) and Ahmed
114 wkis., av. 19.35) have been
amongst the wickets. Imran
Khan, troubled by a shbulder

kept him oul of

mzuﬂﬁh
the two matches, has got

himselfl well 10 .
wicket al the MCG and finds
his rhythm, the English bats-
men may flod it a difficult
proposition to keep the score-
board ticking while preserving
their wickets. Pakisjan wotld
alsg . very much hope thetf 1
:uqnn Salim Malik to be.In
‘hin 1986 Eder Carden miood .
‘The MCO is ‘the Mrgest
cricket ground with the
longest boundary, Any lofted
shot that would clear the fence
in any other venue could be an
casy caitch here. So bhatsmen
have to be really esutious with
thetr lofied shots; but in a big
arena singles play an important

role.

Onc should remember the
supcr-professional attitude of
the England team. [n order to
beat them Pakistan shall have
In.come up with a determined
approach. Under Imran Khan's
inspiring lcadership they are
capable of dclivering the goods
and this has becn proved in
their last four matches. If Ph-
kistan can suslain that spirit,
England may not quite find
their third appearance in a
World Cup final that lucky.

One and all expect a tough,
keen and exciting final. The
safest prophecy could be ‘let
the better side win.’

Resuits in a one-day en-
counter are virtually dictated
by the performance of the
lcams on the day: an out-of-
the-ordinary performance by
afly individual may clinch: the
issue in favour ‘of Mis team.
Cricket “loyers all over  the
h;;rld would love tg skc more
than just one outstandipg. per-
formance. We 3l ' lngs-: a
good match,. full:of thrills and
excitement, and whoever wins,
let cricket be the winner. We
would very much hope for a
match uninterrupted by rain,
the spoiler, and the bad laws’
associaled with L
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CRYPTOQUIP

PFYYWB EZIW
EZW

TRYBWD HNYW.
: ARE KINDERGARTEN

KABFX,

ING A BLOCK ASSOCIATION?
Today’s Cryptoquip clue: D equals N

TheC

ip is a substitution cipher
letter stands for another. If you

in which one
think that X equals O, it

will equal O throughout the puzzle. Single letters, short

. words and words using an a
is

locating vowels. Sol

M* you clues to
trial and error.



