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banner headline on the [ront
page of a London tabloid a few
weeks ago. Other major dailies
also carried the ftem, although
in a less dramatic {ashion, as
did most ethnic language
papers including the Bengall
wecklies. The story was about a
row that broke at the Knowles
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The Chinese Dilemma

If there is a single important element thal
from the opening address of Prime

for Ethnic Communities?

The staff at a school had been instructed to take lessons in the ethnic in order to improve
relations between teachers and Asian ... This is another instance of Tory Government's ef-

GCovernment's policy as stark
Minister Li Peng at the annual National People's | First School and Nursery in forts to assure the ethnic Asian in Britain that their specific rights are being given  ,_ on
Congress during last weekend, it is the Chinese Bletchley. Buckinghamshire. due recognition....
leader's act three, if not more where ‘h"“;'::l“ :;“T
' . told t cation Different Angle

conflicting In order of priority, they lutlw]:'lytin that they must lose to help teachers and pupils in  education authorities fafled o got 1o have people who speak  mand for extra places in the At the same tUme, some
reflect Beijing's determination to maintain the their jobs because they had  various ways. The actu- meet this requirement. they the cthnic language. But he Jocality. The measure appears Muslims prefer o view the
status quo, In leadership as well as in broad poli- | refused to learn Bengali. The comes from the Home could lose Government funding does not that all the as- 1o be no more than a minor whole debate from a different

stall at this school been in: and the Tory-run which for seventy per gistants should be made to  bureaucratic reform, but its angle The Musiim members of

cies: well-measured economic liberalisation,
based on what Mr Li called, "a bolder approach”
ahd a recognition, but not an acceptance, of in-
ternational pressure on the question of human
rights., otherwise known as pro-democracy
movement, inside the world's most populous

Not surprisingly, therefore, Mr Li talked about
the "emancipation of mind" while arguing against
the adoption of "any ideological trend towards
bourgeocis liberalisation”. Then, while making a
vigorous plea for more innovative market-ori-
ented economic reforms. he stopped short of ol-
fering any dramatic concessions to the liberal
school which has been in favour of more capital-
ism than permitted by the leadership to
release the latent energy of the growing private
sector. Finally, by paying his tributes to the
teachings of both Mao Zedong and Deng Xiaoping,
Mr Li managed to maintain his own personal
middle position between the liberals and hard-
liners In the country's continuing ideological bat-
tle which recently threatened to bring about a
change in the top leadership.

It is still early to say how the deliberation at
the National Congress will affect the course of
behind-the-scene power struggle. However, it
seems that for the time being, Mr Li has side-
stepped, if not resolved, the dilemma facing
China. Since the country's economic reforms
continue to pay off, unlike those introduced in
the former Soviet Union or in its new tottering
republics, the political re on human rights,
at home and abroad. has certainly eased.
Unfortunately, the country's declining position
'in international affairs and the adverse criti-
cisms Beljing has evoked, even among its allies,
by its massive sale of arms to Myanmar, do not
seem to figure prominently in the thinking of
China's opinion-makers. In this sense. Beljing
has become a somewhat inward-looking power,
-more concerned about its own economic

and survival of its political system than
‘with taking any significant initiatives in world

At this moment, it is the attitude of
Washington towards Beijing, which is positive es-
. pecially where President Bush is concerned, that
encourages Mr Li to continue with his balancing
act. The fact that the country can embark on one
market-oriented venture after another, witp;ut
making major political concessions to ardent
mw:;y of it ok , has defused the tension
between China and the West, even if it has not
actually impressed some analysts in the United
States. Again, in enjoying a massive $12.69 billion
trade surplus with the United States, a surplus
figure surpassed only by Japan, China knows the
danger of gumﬁl back into any form of isolation,
prompled by a hardline approach in internal poli-

tics. In these circumstances, it is safe to assume
that Beijing will continue with its present poli-
cies perhaps for years. without doing anything
drastic, one way or another, in political reforms
or in economic liberalisation.

Two Welcome Decisions

The government has decided to celebrate the
birthdays of Rabindranath Tagore and Kazi Nazrul
Islam on the state level. On each of the occasions
a three-day culturefest would be held. The Tagore
festival would quite ([ittingly be held at
Shahjadpur. where the Tagore Estate had a
‘Kuthibari', a regular haunt of Rabindranath in his
decade of self-exile into the waters of Eastern
Bengal closely before and after he was thirsty.
The Nazrul celebration this year will be held at
Comilla — the district headquarters of where the
great man conducted his first meteoric affair and
contracted the first marriage of his colourful life
of an incorrigible romantic and an uncompromis-
ing rebel and non-conformist. That way the se-
lection of Comilla has of course a sentimental
value. But much more than that, it is gratifying to
note that the government is aware of the need of
taking these celebrations and festivals into the in-
terior rather than holding everything in Dhaka.

We cannot help remembe two things on
the happy occasion of these welcome decisions.
On the next or the B.S 1399 Raash or Shrabani
Purnima, the Manipuri community of Bhanugachh
of Sylhet will celebrate the 150th anniversary of
holding this dance festival continuing without let-
up for as many years. Government would do well
to recognise and appreciate the occasion in a
manner that would well behave it.

And in 1400 B.S. many a nation, possibly
- UNESCO itself, will hold special festivals to cele-
brates Tagore's immortal poem of the same name
as the year contains Tagore's musings on if he
would at all endure that long. As Rabindranath is
far more a poet of the Bengali mind comprehend-
ing the human question and universal verities
rather than any Indian phenomenon par se,
Bangladesh, particularly its government, would be
very rightly expected to turn in the best of all

ormances. For that we suggest well in ad-
vance the idea of holding an international confer-
ence on Tagoreana — as Tagorology has already
been accepted and is in goodly circulation.

In taking the present two decisions the gov-
ernment is apparently following in the footsteps
of HM. Ershad. But let us hope not wholly.
Ershad accepted suggestions from the bureau-
crats and went all out for their success — very
plainly to sell his universally hated autocracy. This
is not true of the intentions of the present gov-
ernment. But this is only an expectation that can
naturally be made of a democratically elected
government. Let this be fulfilled.

| structed to take lessons in the

ethnic language in order to
improve relations between
teachers and Asian pupils. A
quarter of the two hundred
and aixty pupils at this school
are Asians. But when three
classroom assistants declined
to go on the part-time course,
lasting all thirty-six weeks of
the school-year, they were
informed that they stood to
lose their jobs unless they
complied with the condition of
a recent education scheme
formulated by the Government.

This case is another in-
stance of Conservative or Tory
‘Government's efforts to assure
the ethnic Asian communities

in Britain that their specific
rights are being given due
recognition and that the im-
portance of their role in the
socio-economic structure of
the country is being acknowi-
edged. The scheme In ques-
tion provides a grant of four
million (forty lakhs) nds
nationally, which authorities
around the country can spend
O droughts to hit Sou-

thern Africa this cen-
tury is threatening an econo-
mic disaster for the re :

The sporadic rain that has
fallen on the traditional bread
baskets of South Africa and
Zimbabwe was too little, too
late. Floods in some areas of
Angola and Namibia were too
much for the hardened ground
and merely washed crops away.

“It looks as though the 12
plagues of Egypt and a few
more are queucing to ravage
agriculture,” and South Alrican
Agriculture Minister Kraal van
Niekerk.

Every on of the continent's
southern mainland countries is
affected. :
+ "The other Sunday, it
rained in Harare," recalls
Robin Palmer of OZFAM.

"Normally you don’'t even
notice it by this time of the
ycar, but this rainfall was the
first in months, and it just
smelt different — like the first
of the season.”

The United Nations World
Food Programme estimates
that more than six million
tonnes of cereal {s needed to
cover the shortfall in this
April's harvest, but such dry-
ness will probably not mean
widespread famine.

Palmer, OXFAM regional

r for the area, predicts
the drought will hurt the
economies of the region niore
than anything else.

*On the whole, people don't
die from lack of food in south-
ern Africa,” he says.

"It's not like in the Horn (in
Somalia and Ethiopia]. You
don't see people leaving their
villages en masse, searching
for food.In most places, there's
enough food to carry over for
the next few months, and it's
after that we have to worry
about.”

Drought is not uncommon

NE of the most severe

Council of Buckinghamshire
county is trying to spend its
share of the grant for provid-

training to the
:t‘nlnl schools.

Own Reasons

The three ladies lacing the
"sack” have all given their own
reasons for refusing to learn

the kids, but Bengall is sup-
posed to be a difficult language
and in their view it
would be a waste of energy and
to try to master it in a
matter of weeks. Local Council
authorities, however, are not
satisfied by this nriuulll:nl, a
council s n , new
Home Mim meant
that teaching-stall in schools
with large numbers of immi.
grant pupils must learm the
children's native languages. If

cent of the cost of employing
classroom assistants. On Lhe

other hand, the Home Offiee
accused the Council of misin-
terpreting the conditions ac-
companying the grants. These
conditions, claim the Home

Office, are certainly not dicta-
torial: they simply mean that
recipients of these grants must
spend the money on helping
the ethnic minorities to im-
prove their language skills and
to set up their own businesses
However, the local Tory MP —

who has joined a campaign o
get the dismissed ladies rein-

lish are

to be raised. the schools have

learn Bengali and feels that
they should be allowed thcir
own choice in the matter.

Muslim Schools

In an announcemen! made
last month,

the British

Education Secretary Mr
Kenneth Clarke spoke of
changes to the rules governing
state-funding for religious
schools. He said that popular
schools should be able to ex-
pand, even i they are within
local authority areas suflering
from an overall surplus of
places. As voluntary-aided reli-
gious schools are among the

'most popular, this marks a

shift away [rom present regu-
lations which prevent them
from increasing pupil numbers
unicss there is a general de-

tmplications are as
it may open up the dispute
whether the State should
sponsor Muslim schools.

There are, as of now, 4036
Anglican, 2245 Roman
Catholic, 31 Methodist and 22
Jewish -aided schools

in Britain, all of which qualify
for the Covernment's proposed

licy designed to 1 new
fe into religious education,
encouraging voluntary-aided
schools to grow at a time when
the State-sector as a whole is
shrinking. Between them
these schools account for 27.5
per cent of all State-funded
schools and 20 per cent of all
pupils in the State-sector.
However, there are still ne
voluntary-aided Muslim
schools because — as per the
official explanation —
Islamic schools started ly-
ing for State backing only in
the ‘eighties’ when the over-
riding was the need to
reduce surplus places, and so
missed their chance. The

Drought Threatens Economies
and Politics of Southern Africa

Mark Richardson and Francis Mwanza writes from London and Rome respectively

A drought that is being called the worst of the century is devastating crops across Southern
Africa. For the first time in memory, none of the area’s counitries is able to export grain to
help its neighbours and food must be brought in from abroad. The drought is catastrophic
but it threatens economies and politics more than nutrition.

in some of the affected areas.
What is unusual is that such a
vast arca is involved, and that
countries cannot just truck
their surplus crops cheaply to
the regions that need them.
This year, says Palmer, yel-
low maize — not generall
liked in Southem Africa — wi
probably be brought in from
the United States to supply the
shortfalls. - -

The question for the
moment is who will pay.
South Africa, facing the

greatest overall shortage of up
to three million tonnes of ce-
real, is the only country with
enough foreign exchange to
afford the unanticipated im-
ports. Most affected govern-
ments have asked for relief in
paying for the unexpected
imports.

Zambia's new president,
Frederick Chiluba, $200
million will be needed to pay
for his country's additional
imported cereals.

Britain announced on
March 4 that it will divide a
donation of £6 million between
Zambia and Zimbabwe 1o be
put towards buying food. It will
also send 10,000 tonnes of
food to Mozambique and 5,000
tonnes 1o Mozambican refu-

Where drought is striking

Drought shrivelling harvests of southern
Africa's 10 mainland countries is being

Sir, I do not d the right
of the people to assemble and
express their discontentment
and problems. But you must

| admit that these constant pro-

cessions do create a Jot of
hassle as regards daily trans-
portation.

There are routine road
blocks because of the proces-
sions and it makes life difficult
when you are trying to get to a
place in time to keep an ap-
pointment.

If we have got rid of autoc-
racy why do we need these
constant signs of unrest in the
city? Why is it necessary to
block roads to draw attention
to the demands of the people?

The loud cries that accom-

| pany these processions also

Iy

disturb the relative calm of the
day. It startles you as you are
sitting and working in offices
and jars z:ur nerves if you
happen to be passing by.

There is hardly a day there
{s not a meeting before Press
Club or Baitul Mukarram.

With the hurtling bases,
lorries and cramming rick-
shaws, the heat becomes even
more unbearable when we

The sanctity of fasting

Sir, The write-up "The
Abstemious Busybody” (Dhaka
Day by Day, March 21) would

gees in Malawi, the two arcas
most threatened by possible
famine.

This was one of the first
direct offers of help, and far
sort’ of what the United Nation
estimates will be needed.

The UN World Food
Programme predicts Mozam-
bique will neced more than a
million lonnes of imported
cereal to' make up the shortfall
in its harvest. Zimbabwe will
also need a similar amount and
Zambia will be short by hall-a-
million tonnes.

Only Malawi might produce
enough to feed its own popula-
tion, although not enough for
the refugees it is sheltering.

Some southern African
countries {ace more than just
an economic crisis. Zambia,
Lesotho, Angola and Mozam-
bique are struggling with the
various stages ol converting to
multi-party democracy.

“There is an underlying
concern for the politics of the
region,” says Matthew Sher-
rington of OXFAM. "Something
like a drought could really
undermine the positive things
that are going on.

"Western governments
should kecp an eye on Sou-

Gramn shortfall

it

-

T

g
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not have been necessary if the
non-A writer had adopted

stratagem of not ng
of any refreshment in the of-
fice. | do not smoke or eat in
the office or any where outside
my house when | am not fast-
ing. It salves all the problems
mentioned in the column,
simply because {t does not cre-
ate any.

As to "mind-your-own-busi-
ness” syndrome, it aflliction is
possible in the Western soci-
ety, which is like-minded. Why
do we expect same quality in
others prematurely? It is not
fair, "When in Rome, do what
the Romans do". For example,
o ynunzhdy. dare to go out in
shorts for shc in Dhaka.

Non-A Nobody
Dhaloa.

thern Africa, because a drought
is the last thing they need at
the moment.”

The extent of the dryness is
still uncertain. Aild ncies
arc assessing the needs of each
country.

In South Africa and Zambia,
some crops are thriving in ar-
eas where rain has fallen nor-

. The concern, cs
in South Africa, is for the
farms that grow staple crops in
arid regions with little diversi-
fication of produce.

The Development Bank of
South Africa estimates that as
many as 3,000 h -indebted
while [armers will ‘be forced
to Jeave their land. would
layoff 100,000 black workers
who, in turn, could not provide
for a million dependents.

"It's not happening at the
moment. We haven't heard of

OPINION

people being evicted because
of the drought,” says Sher-
rington, “but it's those le
that we're most concerned for.

least partly responsible.

El Nino flows every few
years between Latin America
and Southern Africa, and the
exchange of energy between
its warm water and the atmo-
sphere always causes abnormal
weather.

this count permanently,
their future here. Seo
why should continue o be
the victims an insensitive
discrepancy?

The current was associaled
with droughts in its last two

occurrences, in 1983 and
1987. but the of this
year's aridity El Nino
is a part of causSe

question Is 1l we're
now goi inte a long-term
climatic ¢ 4 due to
deforestation and other man-
made differences,” says
Palmer.

“If this drought is just the
first of others ltke it. then
southern Africa’'s got to
rethink everything.”

In ifronic contrast, the tra-
ditionally dry Sahellan coun-
tries of Western Alfrica are
recording record harvests,
reaching a total of 8.7 million
tonines, a third betier than last
year's output and almost dou-
ble the output of the 1984
drought scason. '

New production records
were set in four of the [ive
main producing countries of
the area. Compared to 1990,
production increased by 28
per cent in Mali, nearly 50 per
cent in Burkina Faso and Chad,
and by two-thirds in Niger.

— GEMINI NEWS

MARK RICHARDSON is a
Canadian journalist working
with Gemini News Service on a

fellowship financed by Canada’s
International Development Re-
search Centre. FRANCIS
MWANZA is a Zambian journal-
ist, working in Rome as an
infarmation officer with the
UN's Food and Agriculture

Organization.

Biman : Domestic Fare Hike

On 27th November 1991 a
very depressing news about
Biman was published by The
Daily Star that its annual loss
in the 'domestic sector’ was
Tk 13 crores. There was no
mention whether it was
Operating Loss or Net Loss. On
this plea Biman gave a feeler
that the domestic fare could be
increased substantially, if not
twice as much. However, on
February 12, 1992 an encour-
aging news was published by
the same newspaper that
[3iman made Tk 8.3 crores
profit in the first quarter of
fiscal year 1991-92, In this
case also we remained in
doubt. Was it Operating Profit
or Net Profit? Any way it was
understandable that the overall
profit of Tk 8.3 crores has ab-
sorved the first quarter's loss
in the so-called domestic sec-
lor. Therefore, the domestic
iravellers should not have any
[car ‘fare hike' in Biman's so-
called domestic sector.

However, the assumption
that domestic sector has been
operating in loss may not be
the whole truth, and the logic
that the so-called international
seclor subsidies the domestic
sectors does not appear to be
tenable. Because some of the
international and regional sec-
tors may also be operating in
loss. In [act, reportedly, some

of these sectors are not gen- '

erating even the lowest ex-
pected income (yield) inspite
of reasonable Passenger Load
Factor of 67.4%. This situation
may, however, change after
Yield Management System is
introduced because it may plug
almost all the holes.

The assumption that do-
mestic sector is subsidised by
the international sector,
needs certain clarifications be-
cause i appears that the real
situation {s somewhat differ-
ent. Civil Aviation Authority’'s
statistics show that in 1989
calender year 55,7564 interna-
tional passengers embarked
and disembarked at Chitta-
gong. and 52,350 at Sylhet.
These 1,08,104 passengers,
minus those who travelled by
Indtan Airlines between Chitia-

gong and Calcutta, with their
accompanied excess baggage
and [reight while coming
home paid a substantial
amount of money in foreign
exchange and in local currency
while leaving Bangladesh.
Since the income is interna-
tional income, generated by in-
ternational passengers, it is
logical that all expenditures
incurred to fly them to any
place, as per their ticket, must
also be considered as interna-
tional expenditure irrespective
of the type of aircraft they fly
in. Expenditures incurred for
them within Bangladesh must
not be consid as domestic
expenditures irrespective of
their 'transfer’ to another air-
craft at Z.L.A.

It appears to be a contradic-
tion to say that the 'ethnic’
passengers of Sylhet and
Chittagong are causing ‘loss’ to
Biman in the domestic sector
wile contributing a great deal
to make 'profits’ in the inter-
national sectors. Considering
the above point it is necessary
to re-calculate Biman's income
and expenditure against
‘International passengers’ and
‘domestic passengers’ instead
of international and Domestic
'sectors’. At the same time
Biman should prepare 2
Balance Sheets and 2 Profit
and Loss Accounts, one
‘international operation’ and
another for 'domestic opera-
tion’. In fact, by making a
statement that domestic sec-
tor is operating in loss, Biman
in under self-imposed obliga-
tion to prepare scparate
Balance Sheets to justify the
statement.

The 1990 Statistical
Yearbook show that Biman had
never carried any international
passengers within Bangladesh
tl'mug: nearly 25% of the total
number of passengers carried
by Biman in F-28 & F-27s
within Bangladesh during
1988-890 were international
passengers of Sylhet and
Chittagong. When the Civil
Aviation Authority [under the
same Ministry as Biman is),
the National Board of Revenue,

Bangladesh Bank, Custom,
Emigration and other agencies
have records of international
passengers embarking and
disembarking at Chittagong
and Sylhet, how it is possible
that the Bureau of Statistics
and Biman give a completely
different picture? The readers
should not be surprised to
learn that such {incorrect
statistics, which have created
incorrect impression among
the planners, have influenced
the preparation of successive

5-Year Plans of Bangladesh!

In view of the foregoing I
wish to sujggest that (i) Biman
and Civil Aviation Authority
should maintain statistics in
harmony with each other. (i)
Both should maintain statistics
in terms of Financial Year in-
stead of one in Financial Year
and another in Calender Year,
(iti) Biman should prepare
scparate Balance Sheets and

.~ Profit & Loss Accounts as well

as Annual Budgets after sepa-
rating the Assets " and
Liabflities, and proportionate
costs of Head Office and
Station Overheads, Aircralt
Maintenance, Landing and
Overflying charges [or Air
Navigation charges), Sales and
Service, Fuel, Crew cost and
Salary & Allowances for other
than the Crew. (iv) Similarly,
distribution of Revenue Ear-
nings should be shown against
Passengers, Excess B '
Cargo, Mail and others. ([v)
Increase of fare for the so-
called domestic passengers
should be kept in nieyl.nm tilt
Biman produces a comprehen-
sive Annual Report with Two
audited Balance Sheets and
Profit & Loss accounts [one for
international operation and
another for domestic opera-

tion), and submits to the
Government.
| do not claim to be 1009

correct in respect of the
statistics quoted above and the

concept that | have

but | do deserve to be
corrected il there is anything
incorrect.

Mohammad Torab Al
Jhika Tala. Dhaka




