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Zlmhahﬂs Eddﬂ Br&ndes soars as he celehrates w:th tearnrnﬂt.es And}' F]uwer {L] and Andy Pytrnft the dismissal of
England’s Graeme Hick for a duck in the World Cup in Albury on March 18.

TV blamed for semi-final fiasco |
World media roundly condemns rules -

* SYDNEY, Mar 23 :
“Robbery and dis-

B

grace,” "Farce,”
"Shambolic,” "Fia-
sco” - that was

'# now Australian
ncwspapers today described

the finish to Sunday's rain-hit
World Cup cricket semifinal
here, reports Reuter.

won by 19 runs af-
ter South Africa, who needed
22 from 13 deliveries when
rain stopped play, found they

had to score 21 runs off one
ball when the match resumed.
South Africa's target had
been revised under tourna-
ment rules applying to games

affected by rain.
Roebuck,

former.

Peter
aptain of English county

Somerset said in his column in

the Sydney Mormning Herald it

"fmdr

was "one of the most sham-
bolic finishes of this fllustrious

Roebuck wrote : "Seldom
can so much harm have been
done to game by the appli-
cation of finicky rules by au-
thorities who plainly knew no
better.

"Was there not one person
in power capable of saying
'stop the rules, get out there
and get on with it? It was an
utter disgrace.”

The Australian newspaper,
under the Headline "Tears as
Dream s Shattered by rules,”
reported that "South African
players broke down and wept
after their bold World Cup
challenge ended in a farcical
conclusion.

Sydney’'s Daily Telegraph
Mirror had Ron Reed com-

menting : "The rain rules have
been the bane of what has been
an otherwise excellent tour-

nament.

"They are in place largely
because the Cup, ke so much
big-time sport these days, is at
the of TV mmers.

"A fact of life it may be, but
it s an unfortunate one and
has now been seen to diminish
the credibility of what should
be one of the worlds great
sporis events.”

In New Delhi, former
Indian captain Sunil Gavaskar
and other commentators sav-
aged cricket rulemakers as
pedantic and demanded they
offer an explanation.

"How Judicrous can cricket
get,” Gavaskar wrote in his
syndicated column printed in
the Times ol India.

— Star file photo

Those who framed the rules
of the World Cup owe an ex-
planation not just to the South
Africans, but to the cricketing
world.

The Hindu's R Mohan
blasted the decision
as "ridiculous”.

“There ‘was terrible proof
today of the damage wmught

tnthcgam:bypedanﬁ:mk
. he wrote.

Mohan blamed television for
the rigidity of the implemen-
tation of the rules.

"What else is to be believed
but that cricket is run by
television, which ictates
when it shall be played and
whcn it shall fintsh so that it

kaged and served to
bmcbqond the confines
nl'th: stadiums.”

English scribes,too, express dismay

LONDON, Mar 23

English news
papers reflected
a sensc of dismay
rather than triu
mph on Monday
after their cricket sides
coniroversial passage into the
World Cup final at South
Africa’'s expense, reporis
Reuter.

World Cup farce and
in final as rain stops
were typical headlincs
following the match which
ended In a 19-run win for

—

England, amid widespread
—

criticism of the tournament's
rules over rain stoppages

“The mad hatter... was the
author of a competition which
has sold its soul to television.”
thundered The Dafly Mail

"What sort of game #s it that
suddenly aborts under such
circumstances with heaven
knows how many megawatls of

halogen are illuminating the
stadium?” asked The
Independent.

“The last two overs of an
exciting game of cricket were

plucked away by a regulation to
potty to understand.”

Former England captain
Mike Gatting wrote in The
Dafly Express: My gut reaction
when the gain stopped was:
Let's forget about the letter of
the law and bowl the last 13
balls.”

There was, however, criti
cism of the South Alricans for
bowling only 45 of their allot:
ted 50 overs in the time per-
mitted.

"The South Alricans cannot
complain too loudly,” wrote
Gatting. "It is one thing to
come up two overs short when
the ball is wet and the umpires

arc conferring about the
weather, but five is not on.”

British Prime Minister John
Major, in the throes of an
clection campaign, is now be-
ing urged to ensure e®eryone
in the country can watch the
final on television.

The competition has been
shown exclusively on satellite
TV for the past month but
Labour Party leader Neil
Kinnock has written to Major
asking him to do “everything
in your power to make sure
the final is shown on terres-
trial channels.”

Raisuddin off |

to Melbourne

Raisuddin Ahmed, Vice-

‘President of the Bangladesh

Board, lefl

Cricket Control

 Dhaka for Melbourmne Sunday 1o

witness the final of the Benson
and World Cup at the

tnvitation of the Australian and
‘New Zealand Cricket boards,

tourmament,

clals

the organizers of this year's
reports BSS.

Raisuddin Ahmed, a veterpn
sports rs of the coun-
try and a life-member of the
MCC., will have talks with
Austrajan Cricket Board offi-
about promotion of

ericket in Bangladesh during

- s week-long stay in Australia.

- I-Day volleyball

eginstoday

agle

The

'WWEE T}ay vuﬂcyball

tournament gets underway
today at the Outer Stadfum
volleyball court with five teams

Titas Club plays h

k-]
Navy while sh Army
take on Adr Foroe

Farashganj

Sports Reporter

Farashganj Spor
ting Club coller
ted two valuable
points by becating
Bangladesh Jute
Mills Corporation
onc¢-nfl in the only match ol
the First Division football
Jeague at the Dhaka Stadtum
yesterday.

Farashgan] enjoyed a dis
tinct edge over their oppo
nents and deserved to win by a
bigger margin.

Farashgani's Ratan tested
BJMC custodian Nasir shortly
before the short whistle but
the per partially saved
the shot and Badal's attempt
on the loose ball was stecred
out for a corner.

Luxmi failed to give
Farashgan] a well descrved
lead midway through the scc-
ond half when his shot from

| inside the box went wide ofl

the mark. Defender Asir
mis sed -mti‘tr chanece for Lthe
team blues when
his shot ﬂ'iuﬂ.’l mark after
BRUMC custodian Nasir had

fisted back a Ratan shot.

Farashgan] got the clusive
Jead six minutes before the [i-
nal whistle when Badal Das
capitalised on a defence lapse
in the BJMC rear when he
scored with the match inner
with a placing shot (1-0). Badal
Das had the mortification of
seeing his shot go out of the
play after hitting the side post
two minutes before the [inal
whistle.

Farashgan|] now have 11
points from 12 matches while
BJMC have only two from
twelve matches.

Farashganj. Awlad, Asir,
Dilip. Salahuddin, Ufjal, Hira,
Nurul Islam, Shimu (Tipu]
(Luxmi), Ratan, Badal, Mastan.

BJMC Nasir, Rashed,
Shovon, Sabu (Papel), Niaz,
Nayan, Milon, Shaheced,
Aminur ([Rana), Monowar,
Nalbu.

TODAY'S MATCH

Mohammedans vs Agrani
Bank (6:45 pm)

Handball resumes

Sports Reporter

The Cute First Division
handball league resumed
yesterday with defending
champions Bangladesh Rifles
getting the Dbetter of
Bangladesh Police 20-12 at the
Outer Stadtunrhandball court.

The commitice had
suspended the league
programme for want of
adequalte security measures af
the ground since March 15,

Bangladesh Rifles led 10-7
al the breather

Shah Alam netted five goals
and Jahangir and Tamiz got
four each for the winners
while Nazrul and Salam netted
s ix and three goals
respectively for Police.

Condolence
President of the Bangladesh

Amateur Athletic Federation |

and Secretary, Ministry of

{ Women's Affairs Muhammad

Enamul Huq has expressed
deep shock at the sudden
death of Nurul Momen Khan,
president of the Bangladesh
Dlympk: Association and secre-
tary, Ministry of Youth and

Sports,

" Ganaktuli win
Samad soccer

s

Genaktuli Kishore Ekadosh won the Samad Smriti juvenile football tournament ﬁnnl at t.hc

Outer Stadium yesterday

--Star photo |

Sport

Navratilova aims

to extend record

SAN ANTONIO, Mar 23:
Martina Navratilova will be try-
ing to add to her record 153
carcer titles in the US
Women's Hardcourt Champi-
onships, which begin Monday,
reporis AP.

Navratilova is the top seed
among 28 players in the dirs
225,000 tournament. The sin-
gles winner receives dlrs
45,000,

The No. 4-ranked played
tops the weakest fleld since
the tournament was revived (n
1988 after 18 years,

In the past four years, the
tournament drew higher-
ranked contenders. Germany's
Steffi Graf won in three of
those four years, with
Yugoslavia's Monica Seles tak-
ing the 1990 crown when Graf
was absent with a broken
thumb.

Last year, No |-ranked
Seles lost in a showdown with
No 2-ranked Graf in the tour-
nament final.

Both players promised to
return to San Antonio’s
McFarlin Tennis Center, but
they are no-shows this year,

Navratilova broke Chris
Evert's all-time singles titles
record of 157 Feb 17 by win-
ning the Virginia Slims of
Chicago.

Seeded behind Navratilova
are 15th-ranked Nathalie
Tauziat and 16th-ranked Mary
Pierce, both of France, and No
20 Lori McNeil of Houston.

The top four seeds drew
first-round byes.

The other seeded players
are No 5 Julie Halard of
France, No 6 Amy Frazier, No
7 Barbara Rittner and No 8
Pam Shriver.

" Hockey results

Sports Reporter

Bachelors Sporting Club
beat Sonali Bank by two goals
to one in the Green Delta First
Division hockey league at the
Hockey Stadium yesterday.,

Azam and Kalimullah scored
for the winners while Jasim
got the only goal for the
vanquished,

The result left Bachelors
and Sonali Bank at par on eight
points from 14 matches each.

Earlier in the afternoon,
Victoria Sporting Club edged
past Sadharan Bima Krira
Sangstha 1-0,

Prince netted the decider
in the fifth minute.

Victorfa now have six points
from 14 outings while
Sadharan Bima have ten from
13 matches.

TODAY'S MATCHES

Ansars vs Bangladesh SC
(1:45 pm)

Azad SC vs Railways SC
(3:15 pm)

Gullit undergoes
successful surgery

ANTWERP, Belgium, Mar
23 . Surgeons successfully op-
crated the left cartilage of AC
Milan's Ruud Gullit on Monday,

spokesman at the Apra Clinic
in Antwerp said, reports AFP.

The 29-year-old Dutch in-
ternational was forced to un-
dergo his fifth knee operation
in three years after being in-
jured in an Italian league game
last week.

The operation, which lasted
more than hall an hour, was
carried out under pgeneral
anaecsthetic and went very
well, sald an assistant to
Professor Marc Martens, the

HBelgian specialist in charge of
the operation.

He added that Gullit would
rest with his family in the
Tuesday.

Netherlands until

I

KEY BISCAYNE,
Florida, Mar 23:
Michael Chang
established him-
selfl as the hottest
player on the
men's tennis tour on Sunday
with a 7-5, 7-6 victory over
Argentine Alberto Mancini in

. the final of the 2.8 million

dollar Lipton International
Players' Championships, re-
ports Reuter.

With his second tournament
win in as many weeks, Chang
ran his match winning streak
to a career-high 12 and be-
came the first player to win
three titles this year,

"I've never been labelled as
the hottest player. It's a new
feeling,” said the sixth-seeded
Chang, who beat top seed Jim
Courier and fourth seed Pete
Sampras on his way to the fi-
nal.

By coincidence, Chang was
the second 1988 French Open
winner to defeat an Argentine
for the title this weekend. On
Saturday, Spain's Arantxa
Sanchez Vicario upset Gabricla
Sabatini to win the women's
final.

"Arantxa and | always look
at each other and smile,~
Chang said. "We were both un-
derdogs then. We wore the
same clothing line and we
were both 17.7

Chang, now 20, earned
197,000 dollars for his victory
and will move from ninth to
sixth in the world rankings to-
day, his best ranking since
February 1990.

The 24th-ranked Mancini
earned 103,053 dollars as
runner-up and advanced his
goal of cracking the top 10
this year. Mancini dropped
from ninth in the world in
1989 to 127th at the end of
1990 and has been fighting his
way back since.

The first meeting of Chang
and Mancini both primarily
baseliners, was close but not
especially thrilling and, at
times, the crowd seemed
more intrigued by actor Kevin
Costner, who occupied a front
row seat in the stands.

Chang gol off to a slow start,
losing his first serve of the
match. But the American be-
came more consistent on his
groundstrokes as the match
WOre on.

They each dropped serve
twice over the first eight

The Baily FHtar 11

Another title for Chang

Mlchael Chang Df I:he US returns miley dunng pemlﬁnnl
play at the Lipton International Players Championships
against cumpatrint Jim Courier in Key Biscayne on March

26.

s to leave the set tied 4-4.

Chang fought off a break
point in the 11th game to hold
for a 6-5 lead and converted
his third break point of the
next game to take the set
when Mancini netted a fore-
hand.

The 22-year-old Argentine
also took an early 2-0 lead in
the second set, but Chang
fought back for 2-2.

The match continued on
serve until the final game
when another netted forehand
at 30-40 gave change victory.

“l had many chances, maybe
I was a lttle tight,” admitted
Mancini, who beat third seed
Boris Becker in the fourth

—AFP photo.

round.

"l gave it it my best today.
that's all | can do. We are not
machines; we're human be
ings.”

Chang's victory could fore
shadow even bigger resulrs in
the coming months. Several
past winners of this tourna

ment — Ivan Lendl. Mats
Wilander, Andre Agass| and
Courier — have all gone on to

either win or reach the final of
the French or US Opens later
that same year,

“This tournament is like a

" minjature Grand Slam,” Chang

said. “It's the first time [ won
back-to-back titles. It's a great
confidence booster ~

Jennings wins race
as McColgan fails

. SR . e S —

BOSTON, Mar 23

Lynn Jennings of
the United States
continued her
reign as Women's
cross country wo-
rid champion on Saturday by
finishing two seconds ahead of
Ireland’s Catherina McKiernan
over a course through mud and
ice, reports Reuter.

Jennings crossed the line
in 21 minutes 16 seconds for
her third successive world ti-
tle. McKiernan was timed in
21.18, one second ahead of
Albertina Dias of Portugal.

Liz McColgan of Britain, the
world 10,000 metres cham-

on and one of the pre-race
avourites, stru and fin-
ished way back in the pack.

The three medallists pulled
away from the field at the four-
km mark of the six-km race.
They exchanged the lead until
a significant sloping up-and-
down grade some B00 metres
from the Anish.

On the downhill swing,
Jennings, a superb kicker who
won her last two titles with
similar bursts, made her move
again and took the lead by [ive
metres,

McKiernan replied, how-
ever, passing Jennings with
400 metres to go before the
American slipped past her left
shoulder and won by four
strides.

The race, run on a course
filled with alternating patches
of mud and ice, took place un-
der conditions perfectly
suited to the American.

Jennings, who grew up near
Boston and still trains in New
Hampshire, a bordering state,
during the cold winter
months, avoided the icy
patches along the hills more
efliciently than her competi-
tors.

Susan Sirma of Kenya was
the leader through three kilo-
metres but fell off the pace and
placed ninth in 21.40.

Sanchez strikes

MADRID. Mar 23. An oppor
tunist goal by Mexican Hugb
Sanchez brightened a drab | -0
victory by Real Madrid over
[Deportivo La Coruna on Sunday
and enabled the Spanish
league leaders to mainlain
their razor-thin edge over
Barcelona, reports Reuter

With champions Barcelona
also winning 1-0 at home (o
Logrones, Real stay top on goal
difference. Both sides have 39
points.

Sanchez s seventh minute
goal was a rare example ol the
great goal poacher at his best

Altacking midfielder Michel
Gonzalez crossed from the
right and Sanchez whipped
round to lash the ball into the
net with his left foot.

The remaining B3 minules
saw little achieved by e¢ither
side, except that Madrid goal-
keeper Francisco Buyo cele-
brated his 400th First Iivision
match with a clean sheet.

Barcelona were equally
unimpressive against a
Logrones side who might well
have stolen a draw with a bt
more luck
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Today’s Cryptoquip clue: S equals R

The
letter

is a substitution ciphe
for another. If you

t in which one

think that X equals O, it

wﬂlequlomw:t&npuﬂe Sln;lelettm short
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