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Biswas takes Iftar
with ulemas, imams

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas had his Iftar with
prominent ulemas and imams
of different of the city
at the Bangabhaban Monday,

reports BSS.

RUTA procession
protests terrorism

RAJSHAHI, Mar 23
Rajshahi University Teachers
Association (RUTA) Monday
brought out a silent procession
at the Rajshahi University
campus condemning last
Tuesday's killing of Yassir
Arafat Pitu and violence and
demanding violence-free cam-
pus, reports UNB.

27 injured in
Sirajganj clash

Iﬂ.SIRMGAHJ Mar 23 : At
t 27 ple were injured,
three of lﬁo seriously, when
farmers clashed over an irriga-
tion dhpulc at Trifalgati - in
“I.I’:prn pazila today, police
Hafizur Rahman (19),
Saiful Islam (18) and Abu Taleb
(28) were rushed to the
General Hospital here with
serious wounds, reports UNB.

IOM team in city

A three-member delegation
from the International Orga-
nisation of ’grntinn (IOM)
arrived in Dhaka to as-
certain the possible involve-
ment of the organisation in
mitigating the plight of the
Myanmar refugees. The delega-
tion led by Richard Coicher,
the IOM mission chief in

Bangkok, met with Additional

Foreign Secretary Farooq
Sobhan at the Foreign Ministry
soon after arrival, reports UNB.
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The Government last night
issued a notice upon Prof

he shoyld not be deported
from Bangladesh and legal
rocedures be taken nst
im for Constitution

Golam Azam to show cause why

desh, it was learnt, reports
BSS.

He has been asked to ex
plain his tion by Iﬂll.m to-

¢y (March 24, Tuesday).
1ﬁﬂ.l)"'l"l'.lw: notice said that he had
violated the Constitution pro-
vision and became Aamir of
Jaamat-e-Islami despite being

separate notices on Mrs
J-.nncru Imam, Convenor of
the '7] Ghatak Dalal Nirmul
Coordination Commiltee, and
other members of the commit-
tee to show cause why legal
action should not be taken

yesterday.

ane Minister Begum Khalo&n Zia alighting from plane at Zia Imernnunna] Airport

—- Star photo.

@The Daily Star

RAMADAN 18, 1412 HIJRI

Trial body served notice for undermining court

against them I'ur constituting
lncalkd '‘Gane Adalat’ to try
Prol Golam Azam on March 26
in Dhaka thus tarnishing the
image of the courts by taking
law tn their own hands and
creating a law and order situa-
tion in the country.
Their action has also chal-

Govt threatens Azam with deportation

lenged the very effectiveness
of the courts set up under the
constitutional provistons. Their
actions would also create anar-

chy and give rise to a serious

law and order situation, the
notices said.
They have been also ac-

cused of obstructing the nor-

mal functiening of the demo-

cratically elécted govérnment

constituting the so-called
Adalat'.

They have been asked to
explain their position within
24 hours of getting the no-
tices.

See Page 12 Col 8

=

Prime Minister back from US trip

‘Myanmar must take
back its citizens

Returning home from a five-
day visit to the United States
with a promise of international
help to resolve the Rohingya
reflugee problem, Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
said on Monday that Myanmar
must take back {ts citizens
who have become a burden to
Hangladesh.

"We wan!l to resolve the
problem diplomatically
through peacelul negotiations
so that the Rohingya refugees
can returm to their homeland,”
the Prime Minister said while
briefing journalists on the out-
come of what she said a very
successful visit

Asked whether she saw any
military threat from Myanmar
on the refugee issue, Begum
Zia said "You know they have
kept a preparation: But we

don't know what the prepara-

tion is for. However, we hope
the problem will be solved
through peaceful negotiations.”

The Prime Minister who
discussed the Hﬂhlnl}'l

m problem . with.
tGmrg:BunhnrﬂUH

Secretary General Boutros
Ghali said that they identificd
it as an “important problem
and assured us of all coopera-
tion to resolve it"

She said that the UN
Secretary General would send
his Humanitarian Aflairs

Coordinator Jan Elasson to

By Staff Correspondent

Myanmar and Bangladesh this
month to help resolve the is-
suc.

Describing the refugees, of-
fictally estimated at more than
180,000, as a burden to
Bangladesh Begum Zia said: “It
is not possible to look after
such a large number of
refugees for long. They are cit-
izens of Myanmar and they will
have to go back to that coun-
try.” .
During the visit, her first to
the US as head of an elected
government, Begum Zia also
met UN General Assembly
President Samir Shahbi, US
Defence Secretary Dick
Cheney, top officials of
International Monetary Fund
and the World Bank, members
of the US Senate and USAID
officials.

In reply to a question
Bepum Zia denied that flow of;
international aid to Bangladesh
had declined. “The aid flow
did not decline, rather it has
inereased.” she said addin
*the conditions attached to
arc because of the misuse of
the funds by the anto-
cratic " "Some of these
conditions are not acceptable
and we have not-accepled
those. But these conditions are
coming because of the previ-
ous autocratic regime.”

Telling the journalists that
she will reply only to those

jons related to her visit,

m Zia declined to com-
ment when a reporter referred
to the political situation that
has arisen from the move to
hold a public trial of Jamaat -e-
Islami leader Golam Azam.

However, she replied to a

question on Bangladesh's
problem of sharing water with
India. Asked if she considered
taking the issue W interna-
tional forum the Prime
Minister said “We are holding

- talks with India bilaterally. If

lhtrmdlrhtlﬂwﬂldoﬂ

Replying t0o a question on
the subject of her talks with
the US Defence Secretary,
Begum Zia said she had
thanked him for the humani-
tarian services of the US Task
Force that was dispatched to
Bangladesh to help the sur-
vivors of last year's devastaling
cycione.

She told another questioner
that Bangladesh b-cliem in
m'ﬂ#. ahe said, was re-

in Bangladesh's send-
ing of to Saudi Arabia
during the Gull war and its

joining the UN peace
. forces' in Namibia, Yum

and Cambodia.

When a reporter asked how
she felt when President Bush
thanked her for Ban sh's
sending troops to the US-led

Sec Page .lﬂ Col 6

Bangladesh and North
Korea (DPRK) yesterday signed
an agreement (o set up a Joint
Economic Commission {(JEC]
to promote and identify differ-
ent areas for further economic,
trade and technical coopera-
tion, reports BSS,

It was signed after the talks
between Bangladesh side and
the visiting DPRK delegation
here Monday noon at the NEC
conference room. Finance
Minister M Saifur Rahman,
leader of Bangladesh delega-
tion and the DPRK delegation
lecader and minister Chong
Song Nam signed the agrec-
ment on behalfl of their respec-
tive govermments.

Economic relations division
secretary Enam Ahmed
Chowdhury was present at the
talks.

At the talks, two technical
committees were formed to
work out the details of bilateral
cooperationi. These are eco-
nomic and technical sub-
committee and trade and in-
vesiment sub-committee.
Stressing the need for new ar-
eas’of cooperation, the DPRK
minister said the people of
North Korea were keen to sce
progress under the leadership
of democratically elected ‘gov-
ernment of Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia. "We are
eager to further expand and
strengthen economic, trade
and technical cooperation with

Banﬂadcuh" he said.

Dhaka, Pyongyang sign
accord to set up JEC

Saifur Rahman appreciated
the good beginning of the pro-
cess of unification of North and
South Korea and hoped that if
Korea becomes one nation, it
would open up broader areas
for economic, trade and tech-
nical relations with
Bangladesh.

The North Korean side ex-
pressed their keenness in co-
operating with Bangladesh in
coal and hardrock extraction.

The DPRK minister also
met  Majid-ul-Haq, Minister
for Agriculture, Irrigation,
Water Development and Flood
Control. They decided to ex-
tend areas of cooperation for
agriculture development of the
two countries, Preservation of
perishable agricultural items
like potatoes, vegetables, mod-
ernisation and machanisation
of agricultural equipment and
irrigation methods had been
identified as the main areas of

‘cooperation between the two

countries.

The ambassador of North
Korea Kang Dal Son and senior
officials of Bangladesh and
North Korea were present on
the occasion.

General Majid-ul-Haq pro-
poscd to set up a separate joint
agriculture commission be-
tween the two countries for
better cooperation in the field
of agriculture which was ap-
tpre:tatcd by the visiting minis-
er

The luggage

returns but...

By Masud Hasan Khan

The lu « returned but
not the man to whom it be-
longed.

This is the story of a mem-
ber of the three-man TV crew
that covered Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia's five day
visit to the United States that
ended Monday.

Mostafa Kamal Pasha, a sub-
assistant engineer of
Bangladesh Television, darted
out of his car and disappeared
into a busy New York street on
Saturday as the Prime
Minister's entou was about
to leave the Plaza Hotel for
New York airport en route to
London. :

Colleagues, stunned  at
Pasha’'s Inexplicable move,
hoped that he would surface
at the airport at the last mo-
ment.

When Pasha failed to appear
the colleagues left his passpor,
with a Bangladeshi protocol of-
ficer carrying his luggage back
home.

Those who witnessed Pasha
mingle with the New York
crowd heard him saying "wait a
moment, I've left my handbag
at the hotel.”

It's not clear {f Pasha has
used the VIP trip to stay back
permanently in the US.
However, some members of
the entourage speculate that
Pasha might have followed the
[ootsteps of Abdul Quddus, also

~a BTV engineer, who went to

the United States with
Raushan Ershad in 1989 and
never returned home.

Wide-ranging autonomy Lhat
will ensure Public Enterprises
(PE) to operate as “[ull com-
mercial entitics® has been
suggested by the World Bank
to rationalise their staggering
losses; reports UNB.

*Though autonomous in
theory, PEs are still de facto
under government control
and government interference
is the rule rather than the ex-
ception,” says the bank In its
economic appraisal report,
prepared for next month's Aid
Bangladesh Consortium meet-
ing in Paris.

PEs should be allowed to
operate autonomously as
commercial enterprises, and
to be made accountable for
their decisions and perfor-
mance, it says,

A system of “rewards and
penalties” needs to be intro-
duced in monitoring produc-
tion and financial outcome of
PEs, recommends the bank.

One of the penalties, it sug-
gests to consider, is the re-
moval of top management i{f
the enterprises fail to meet
performance targets within a
stipulated period, Such as 2-3
years,

Huge operating losses of
publie sector corporations and
lack of initiative on the part of
the government {n rationalis-
ing the burden was heavily
criticised in the bank report,

Available tnditnllnnu say the

Aid Club members, who usually
dcpend on assessment by the’
World Bank, are likely to rafise
the issue in the Paris moot —
much to the embarrassment
of the government.

The report points out that
all the 38 public corporations
together registered a net loss

‘ofl Tk 1,110 crore in  fiscal

Bangladesh
Corporation (loss of Tk 360
crore),
Board (Tk 230 crore),
Tk
Jute Corporation (Tk 140
crore) and Bangladesh Biman
[Tk BO crore).

omy, revenue pilfe
staflling and overtime, and
lower prices and tariffs have
been pointed out by the bank
rcport as major reasons for

staggering poor performance
by the public sector enter-

1990-91, which is 31 per cent

of the total project aid dis-
bursement to Bangladesh.

Most prominent losers are
Jute Mills
Power Development

170 crore], Bangladesh
Lack of managerial auton-

rage, over

priscs,
"Nearly all revenue-earning

corporations suffer from rev-
enue pilferage and irregulari-

ties in the collection system,

the report says. “This usually
arises from collusive deals be-

tween employees and con-
sumers.”

Revenue pilferage and fir-
regularities in the collection

system could be minimised
with a rigorous system of

highest political levels.

SEe T T

'WB wants public enterprises
to be autonomous

checks and detection followed
up by exemplary punishment,
recofnmends the report.

On the labour situation, the

report observes that labour is
the most “intractable® prob-
lem now confronting the PEs.
Because of “politicisation of
trade unions” normal labour
rules are unenforceable and
labourers are "beyond control,”
it further notes.
" Overstafling afllicts nearly
all PEs, almost 50 per cent in
Railway and BADC, says the
bank report adding, “it is often
linked to nepotism and other
irregularities.”

To enforce credit disci-
pline, suggests World Bank,
PE bo from the bank-
ing system must be against
their “credit worthiness,” with

no government guarantees.

According to the report,
about 90 per cent of the PE fi-
nancing, which totalled Tk
2,670 crore in 1990-91, came
either direct from the gov-
ernment or as bnrruw‘ln
from nationalised banks u

ment guarantee.

World Bank calls for politi-
cal will to introduce competi-
tive pricing and cost recovery
for products and services of
the Public Enterprises.

Problems of PEs cannot
remain “insuperable,” views
the bank, if there is political
commitment to reform at the

NEW DELHI Mar 23: The
Indian government Monday
threatened to dismiss a state
administration if it went ahead
with plans to construct a
Hindu temple at a site also
claimed by Muslims, reports
AFP. -

Home Minister Shankarrao
Chavan held out the warning in
parliament here after the pro-

b Hindu Bharatiya Janata F":*.ur'q,lr
(BJP, or Indian people's party)

said it was committed to
building the temple to the

Hindu god Rama in the north-

ern town of Ayodhya.

Chavan said the BJP-con-
trolled government in Uttar
Pradesh state, which adminis-
ters Ayodhya, could not raise a
temple for Hindu lord Rama by
destroying the 16th century
mosque in the riverside town.

“If any state government ...
does not follow the centre's
directive, there will be no al-
ternative leflt but to take re-
course” to constitutional mea-
sures and sack the provincial

administration, the minister
added.

He said he had no objection
to the construction of the
Rama shrine, "because | am
also a Hindu and a religious
person, but the temple cannot
be constructed by demolishing
the mosque.”

"Nothing should be done 1o
create an impression that you
are moving slowly towards the
demolition of the mosque”,
Chavan said in the Upper
House, looking toward mem-
bers of the BJP.

The statement came a day

Delhi to sack BJP govt if it demolishes

aflter Hindu activists began
breaking down parts of two
Hindu temples, shops and
houses near the disputed site
in Ayodhya ahead of the pro-
posed construction of a grand
Rama temple,

Newspapers said the demo-
litions were carried oul
peacefully.

The proposed shrine would
rest on a site which houses a
mosque built by the Emperor
Babar in the 16th century.
Muslims who form India's

cannot be changed
birthplace of Rama. The row
has sparked numerous Hindu-
Muslim riots in India, leaving
hundreds dead and injured.

mosque for temple

largest religious minority, say
they will not allow the mosque
to be shifted or

Hindus say the temp le site
as u is the

But BJP leaders told par-

lfament their party had taken
power
India’'s most populous state, on
the promise of raising the
shrine, and would keep the

in Uttar Pradesh,

pledge.
"We have a mandate from
the people to bulld the

shrine”, said BJP MP 8 C Dixit,
who is also a senior member of
the Vishwa Hindu Parigshad
(VHP or world Hindu codineil.)

The remark triggered an
uproar in the bicameral house.

Dixit's remarks led te
protests from the MPs of the
ruling Congress (I) :rty as
well as centrist and left-wing
MPs who have repeatedly
called for talks to end the con-
troversy.

|
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Docs at refugee
camps go

| without salary

From Farid Hossain

COX'S BAZAR. Mar 23
Doctors and health workers
dispatched for the Rohingya
refugees are unhappy because
of non-payments of their
salaries and other benefits for
past three months.

Talking to this correspon-
dent some doctors said they
would be forced to leave the
refugee camps if the salaries
were not dhh:r-:d before Eid-
ul-Fitr.

More than 150 doctors and
health workers, drawn from
Upazfla Health Complexes in
Chitta Cox’'s Bazar and
Comilla, are working in the 11
camps set up for the Rohingya
refugees who have fled into
Bangladesh to escape the
atrocities of Myanmar's mili-

Llary government.
The doctors said they were

See Page 12 Col 7

5,000 DCC workers
not likely to
get strike-period

salary
By Staff Correspondent

Some 5000 muster roll
workers of Dhaka City Cor-
poration (DCC] have
the victim of this month's
strike and would not get their
salary of striking period, a DCC
source said Monday.

"As they worked under no
work no pay basis' so it is not
possible for the authorities to

pay that seven days' salary.” a
senjor official of DCC told The
Dadly Star.

Some 10,000 employees of
DCC went on a strike on March
9 demanding implementation
of national pay scale for them.
Five thousand of them, mostly
cleaners and squad labours, are
nol the permanent workers of
the corporation.

“We fresh
in their-place to keep
clean and paid the [reshers
their daily dues”, he said
adding that "we l:I.H'l pay twice
for the same

. The seven dlyn salary of
E.DDD employees amounts to
about Taka 15 lakh.

The employees were term-
inated but were reinstated

See Mage 12 Col 2
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Public trial

Panel of Judges
'primarily
finalised

By Asiuzzaman

The panel of Judges to try
Jamaat Ameer Golam Azam in
the people's court has been
primarily finalised by the-
National Coordination
Committee for realisation of
the spirit of the Liberation War
and resistance to the killers
and collaborators of 1971,
committce sources said
Monday.

Senior lawyer Shawkat Ali
Khan or Shafique Ahmed may
head the 15-member panel,
the source requesting
anonymity said adding that
Syed Ishtiaq Ahmed, Gaziul

Sec Page 12 Col |

With Azam's trial
begins trial of
all collaborators:
Jahanara Imam

By Staff Correspondent

Jahanara Imam said Monday
that the present movement to
try Golam Azam in the
‘people’s court’ was the begin-
ning of a long struggle to t
all those who collaborated wi
the Pakistan occupation forces
during the War of
Independence in 1971,

Jahanara Imam, convenor of
committee for realisation of

See Page 12 Col 3

Jamaat hatching
conspiracy to foil

trial : Hasina

Awami{ League Chief and
Leader of the Opposition
Sheikh Hasina yesterday
warned against any attack on
pro-liberation forces and
‘such actions would not go
UNB.

Hasina Il Jamaat is
hatch to foil the
trial ':: m all to re-
main vigilant t such act.

She was a meet-

ing organised by Gopaigan]
Mohila Awami unit at

Sec Page 12 Col 4



