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The vengeance of love denied

Shanu -- an employee of
Tiger Textile Mills in Tongi
had demanded Rafizas hand in
marriage a few months ago and
was persistent about it. He
then sent his mother and an
aunt to Rafiza's with a

marriage proposal last th.
P mon
But the was declined

as Rafiza herselfl and her four
other siblings did not like the
idea
Charred Rafiza was brought
to her house after being identi-
fied by another neighbour then
rushed to Sadar Hospital
from where she was immedi-
ately shifted to the Dhaka
ical College Hospital. She
succumbed to her injuries af-
ter 20 minutes of admission
there, just around midnight.
On the news that
Shanu had burnt Rafiza to
death, two youths of the vil-
lage, Gulzar Hossain and
Hasmat Al ran to the Tiger

Munshi,
case with Tongl police station

three persons.

Tongi police said that they
took Shanu and Sharafat Alf on
a remand and that interroga-
tion was continuing until

However, another accused,
Babul, was still at large, said
police.

While visiting the village,
this correspondent found hun-
dreds rushing In, even from
nearby villages. The people
were coming as late as
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The prosecution lawyers
will then bring the charges
against Golam Azam.

Sources say that at least 12
charges would be ([ramed
against Golam Azam in several
categories, including killing of
the intellectuals, rape, arson,
wage of war against the inde-
pendence and uuwn.-!gn?' of
Bangladesh, plundering of the
property of the people during
the 1971 War of Indepen-
dence, formatfon of Rajakars,
al-Shams and al-Badr forces
and misinterpretation of
religion for achieving political
ends.

During the trial, the prose-
cutors will present facts and
evidences against the accused
and historical documents will
also be produced before the
court.

Organisers say that a de-
fence lawyer will be appointed
for Golam Azam ‘for the cause
of justice’. They say that the
appointment would follow
when the accused would fail to
bring in his own lawyer.

After the hearing. the jury
will put forward the suggested
judgement before the crowd
present at the trial.

The people will give their
opinfon by shouting or raising
their hands for or against the
suggestions, orgnisers said.

Then the Bench will pro-
nounce its verdict.

Leaders in the National
Coordination Committee said
that the procedures of the trial
would more or less imitate the

By Farid Ahmed

Saturday, sad and bewildered
at such an exhibition of
Medteval brutality.

They saw the house gripped
with the world's griel. The
spot still smelled of kerosene -
- one could sniff it instantly
just ten yards off the spot of
the family graveyard where
Rafiza lay buried.

Shamsuddin Munshi told
The Daily Star that when he
heard Raflza was burnt, he was
leading
Namaj, the prayer during
Ramzan at a nearby mosque.

"She was a minor, we did
not think of her marriage so
soon. She was only in Class
Four in the Pagar Primary
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School. | even stopped her
going to school as some boys
teased her on the way But |
could not save my child®, said
the astounded father

The dumlounded mother of
Rafiza, Julckha Begum, could
say nothing except “1 found my
mother (Rafliza) lying In the
house yard struggling in pain, |
asked her who did {t and my
mother could only say -- Shanu
and another wearing a red
shirt.”

During the visit to Pagar,
hundreds of villagers raised
demands for punishment to
those ‘beasts for whom their
lttle damsel -- Rafiza - had to
give her life.

Rafiza says,
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Public court

1963 public trial of the
Vietnam war criminals, infiti-
ated by Bertrand Russel.

However, they did not give
the names of the judges or ju-
rors saying that those would be
finalised at a meeting today
(Monday).

On the effectiveness of the
trial, Jahanara Imam thinks
the people’'s verdict can in fact
strengthen the government's
hands {n dealing with Golam
Azam.

The Government, Imam
said, might have faced certain
difficulties or pressures in the
past in dealing with the Jamaat
leader either on the genocide
issue, or on his illegal stay or
lately, on the question of the
violation of Article 38 of the
Constitution.

“The People’'s Court should
lessen that pressure on the
Government, because it will
give it a strong moral backing.
The government can then
tackle Golam Azam with public
opinfon, expressed through
the open trial at the People's
Court, behind it," Imam said.

Fitra fixed
at Taka 20

A joint meeting of chiefs of
Islamic Institutions, Imams of
M and renowned olama
held under the chairmanship
of the Khatib of Baitul
Mukarram National Mosque
Moulana Obaidul Huq Saturday
fixed fitra for the coming Eid-
ul-Fitr at Taka 20 per head, an
Islamic Foundation press re-

‘lease said, reports BSS.

Rafiza was struggling in pain.
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The accused killers — Shanu (left) an
They reportedly burnt Rafiza to death.
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No force
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frc;l:d the collaborators from
{:I.Il and rehabilitated them po-
tically."

Golam Azam was allowed
entry to Bangladesh by
President Zia, Hasina said
adding that his wife Begum Zia
has now taken the responsibil-
ity of giving protection to the
collaborators ignoring the
people’s sentiments.

Sultan Raza, 2
others dropped

from Party

By Staff Correspondent

Thirty-two members of the
central committee of Janata
Mukti Party at a meeting
Sunday relieved the party's
Convenor, Mirza Sultan Raja,
and two central body mem-
bers, Abdul Malek Shahidullah
and Dr Harun Or Rashid, of
their responsibilities.

The meeting, chaired by
Mokhlesur Rahman, took the
action as the said leaders did
not give any explanation to the
party regarding their move to
join Awami league, sald a press
release.

According to the press re-
lease, the meeting elected A O
M Shafiqullah the new
Convenor of the party. It also
convened an extended mect-
ing of the party on April 17 at
4 pm.

7 injured 1n
BCL-Shibir
clash

SIRAJGANJ, Mar 22: At
least seven activists of Islami
Chhatra Shibir were injured,
one serfously, in a clash with
Awami ¢ backed Chhaltra
League in Belkuch! College in
Belkuchi upazila this evening,
reports UNB.

Saidul Islam ([22), Shibir
President of the College unit,
received head injury during
the clash and was admitted to
the Belkuchi Health Complex
in critical condition.

l

BCS (Admin) cadre
divided over
forming association

The newly constituted
Bangladesh Civil Service (BCS
Admin) Cadre is learnt to be
{acing inner-conflict over the
lormation of its association,
reports UNB.

The government has re-
cently dissolved the BCS
(Admin) Cadre and the BCS
(Secretariat) Cadre and consti-
tuted a single cadre styled
Bangladesh Civil Service
Admin] Cadre.

The members of the former
BCS (Admin) Cadre have
brmed an association and con-
stituted its executive commit-
tee for the year 19092 exclud-
ing those belonged to the
former |Secretariat)
Cadre

BCS

A gﬂﬂ relcase sald Su

the lormer BCS (Secretariatl
Association at an emergency
meeting on March 2] resented
the formation of the new
commitice only with members
of the former BCS (Admin)
Cadre,

It termed the new commil-
tee "non-representative” and,
hence, “unacceptable”

it, however, termed the
government decision merging
the two cadres as pragmatic
and said it would make the
administration more eflicient.
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Nurses brought out a procession from the Shaheed Minar

Saturday protesting

clashes

during the Seba

Mahabiddalaya (nurses’ college) student union elections
on Friday last in which 15 persons were injured.

— Star photo

persecution of Rohingyas

The international press
continue to condemn the
Myanmar authorities for per-
sccution of Rohingya Muslims
and political dissidents, re-

BSS.

Leading Indian daily the
Times of India has called upon
the international community to
take note of the situation cre-
ated by the authori-
ties resulting in the exodus of
the Muslims from Arakan re-
gion of that country.

In an edftorial titled '‘Dhaka
needs help,’ the prestigious
news paper analysed the prob-
lems f{aced by h due
to influx of the refugees and
said it is high time that differ-
ent nations particularly
Myanmar's neighbours, the
ASEAN, sc¢ their moral
responsibility to help hard-
pressed Bangladesh to mo-

bilise in dealing with Yangon's
rulers

The paper said, 'it is no
one's su se that Myanmar
ruling junta has ignored the
appeal made by the United
Nations Human Rights
Commission lo createt neces-
sary conditions to halt the ex-
odus of refugees and facilitate
their early repatriation.’

It analysed the Myanmar
situation and said the in-
creased truculence of the
regime is undoubtedly due to
the greater fire-power that it
has since it took over
in 1988 aflter brutally sup-
pressing a pro-democracy
popular upsurge.

It referred to Dhaka's
diplomacy in dealing with

problems and said Ban esh
initially tried bilateral diplo-
macy and treated with re-
straint the attack on its border
post by the Myanmar forces,
‘but the junta pressed on re-
gardiess, a telling indication of
its obduracy, with a military
bufld-up in the affected area
evidently with the intention of
pushing more of its hapless
Muslim citizens across the
border.’

The Times of India criu-
cised the claims of the
Myanmar authoritics that the
refugees arc ‘illegal immi-
grants’ and said there may be
‘few such immigrants’ as exist
along the porous border but
‘Myanmar must not be allowed
to get away with making them
an excuse for its pogrom'.

Arab News editorially con-
demning the Myanmar authori-
ties on March 21, said there
might be two reasons [or
Muslims being made targets of
the ruling junta’s fury. 'Ethnic
Muslims known as Rohingyas
living in the Arakan (recently
renamed Rakhine) state of
western Burma have been the
most unyielding opponents ol
the current regime and have
been fighting for greater au-
tonomy for their region for the
past four decades. They were
prominent in the 1988 upris-
ing and attempfls were made at
that time to split the opposi-
tion by exploiting the strong
anti-Muslim under current
among Burma's Buddhist ma-
jority’.

The Arab News in the edi-

Tiger rebels set up
anti-tank squads

COLOMBO, Mar 22: Tamil
scparatist guerillas in Sri
Lanka’'s northeast have formed
anti-tank squads to counter
the government's newly ac-
quired Chinese light tanks
press reports here said today,
reports AFP.

Evidence that the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Elam (LTTE) had set up such
anti-tank squads surfaced dur-
ing battles last week in coastal
Mullaitivu district, the Island
newspaper said.

They (the rebels) knew ex-
actly where to aim, the paper
quoted a tank officer as saying.

It referred to a LTTE fired
rocked propelled grenade that
went right through the supples
of a newly acquired Chinese
built T-86 tank.

One soldier was killed, two
others had their ear drums a
damaged and all other occu-
pants were forced to abandon
the tank with burns, the

5 injured while
breaking ship

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Mar 22: Five
persons were injured, two of
them seriously while they were
scrapping a ship at the
Shitakunda Ship Breaking Yard
this afternoon.

All the five persons were
trapped under the wreckage
they were of a Russian ship

MV Razing.
Among the Injured condi-
tions of ur Razzak and Chan

Mia were stated to be critical.

Both the legs of Abdur
Razzak and one leg of Chan Mia
were chopped off as heavy
pieces of the broken ship fell
on them.

All the injured persons
were admitted to Chittagong
Medical College Hospital.

newspaper said.

Another newspaper The
Sunday Times said the Tamil
Tigers had also captured an
anti-tank gun from govern-
ment forcés during an am-
bush on an armoured colum in
Mullaitivu last week.

‘Up to now the biggest dan-
gers to tanks were landmines
and mortar fire, but the anti-
tank weapon known as a re-
coflless rifle is a [ar greater
threat," the Times quoted a
senfor army officer as saying

The LTTE has been resist-
ing an advance by 3,000 troops
on their bases in jungle bound
Mullaitivu for the past five days
the have been mainly
firing rocket propelled
grenades and mortars, officials
said

Showcause notice

on Govt

By Staff Correspondent

A two-judge bench of the
HAE| Court yesterday {ssued a
rule upon the Government ask-
ing it to explain within seven
days why the sefzure of pass-
ports of Humayun Rashid
Chowdhury and his spouse
would not be declared illegal.

Chowdhury, a former
Foreign Minister, and his wife,
Mahjabeen Chowdhury, had
filed a writ before the Court
challenging the seizure of their
passports. The Home Ministry
scized the passports on Feb
24.

Earlier, ‘the couple gave a

notice to the authorities
ng to return the passports
by March 15, 1992.

Barrister Amirul Islam and
Shirin Ahmed Chowdhury ap-
peared for the petitioners be-
fore the bench comprising
Justice M A Jalil and Justice
Kazi Ebadul Haque.

le

torial comment said,” the junta
may be trying the same trick
now and harrowing accounts of
torture given by the refugees
show that the anti-Muslim
campaign is now being carried
out with particular vigour.
Burmese troops and Lunthin
border guards have killed
ncarly 4,000 Rohingyas in the
past three months. The
refugees arriving in Bangladesh
have also accused troops of
raping more than two thou-
sand women, arresting six
thousand youths for alleged
anti-government rebellion and
herding 17 thousand others
into labour camps’.

It pleaded for UNHCR assis-
tance on a massive scale [rom
outside. The Muslim countries
have special responsibility, 1t
said. They should do every-
thing possible o alleviate the
suffering of the Myanmar
refugees and lighten the bur-
den this crisis imposes on
Bangladesh

Saudi Gazetlc in a news
story on March 20 described
the persecution of Rohingyas
and plight of the refugees who
have crossed into Bangladesh.
The Saudi Gazetlle In its story
said,” in the recent influx, in
spite of the fact that the citi-
zenship certificaters of many
refugees were being [orcibly
taken away by the Myanmar
sccurity forces, still a large
number of them have been able
to bring their documents
which are available for inspec-

tion by anybody’.
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Tatarian vote for
autonomous republic

KAZAN, Mar 22 : Preliminary statistics showed that 61 .4
per cent of the Tatarstan voters in Saturday's referendum
voted for independence of the Tatarian autonomous republic

from the Russian federation.

in there referendum, Tatarians were asked o answer this
question: ‘Do you endorse that the Tatarstan republic become
A sovereign state, an entity of international law, and establish
its ties with the Russian federation, other republics and
countries on Lhe basis of equal treaties? reports Xinhua

De Klerk's son is 'wimp'
says former fiance

LONDON, Mar 22 : A woman who was ¢

o the son

of South African President F W de Klerk says that her former
flance was a “wimp” who would not stand up to his parents,
the Mail on Sunday reported. Erica Adams. 25. was quoted as
saying she belicves the de Kierks did not approve o her rela-
tionship with Willem de Klerk because she s “coloured” or of

mixed race, reports AP.

DCC white paper
From Page | Col 4

it satd that the three vehi-
cle-mount insecticide » rs
imported at a cost of Taka
40,00,000 during the period
of Naztur Rahman, proved in-
eflective for our ecountry
Because in spite of those ma-
chines the authorities fafled to

cantrol ito menace this
season, the White Paper
added

Syedabad 'pir’
got 1.45 acre
plot for Tk 1

By Staff Correspondent

Deposed President HM
Ershad allotted a 1.45-acre
plot, valued at Taka two crore
of the Dhaka City Corporation
(DCC) to 'pir shaheb' of
Syedabad for a token payment
ol only Taka one.

A White Paper on the DCC's
past published Sunday said
that the lormer or Colonel
(retd) MA Malck had recom-
mended the allotment and it
was [ormalised by another
former mayor Naziur Rahman.

The plot was annexed to
the 'd r sharil of the 'pir
shaheb’ and is now In his pos-
scasion.

it was not mentioned
whether any legal action would
be taken in this regard.

Shantibahini kill
security man
From Qur Staff
Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Mar 22: A
member of security force was
killed and two other injured in
an encounter with the
Shantibahini at hhari
district last evening. Official
sources sald that one hour long
encounter began when a group
of security force went to raid a

hide out at Hapchaka village of

of

Maurnmm upazila

Khaleda
Friom Mg | Col B

was greeted by the leaders of

different assoclations of

The funl:'r:hn was also ad.

dressed, among others. by
Foreign Minister A S M
Mostaflzur Rahman, Infor-

mation Minister Nazmul Huda,
Zainul Abedin MP, Ziaul Huq
MP and student Ileader
Kamruzzaman Ratan

Report from London says:
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia urged the Bangladeshis
living abroad to project the
country's

Addressing a big rally
organised by the London
branch of Bangladesh Natio-
nalist Party (BNP) at Atten
Garden, Burton Strect in cast
London, the Prime Minister
said her rnment  had
;:;;:n eflective steps to

itate to invest the earnings
of Bangladeshis living abroad in
industrial sector and the
industrial policy had been
made in that line.

World Cup

From 'nge | Col 7
ket Ground.

"It was a disappointing
conclusion o a t game ol
cricket. We would have liked
to win fair and square and
we're very disa ted for the
South Alricans.” he said.

Jordan said fans at home
were 'probably crying right
now” the players were com-

in comparison, although
Meyrick Pringle sobbed

in the as his
teammaltes pac up their
fdear,

Australian Cricket
general manager Graham
Halbish de the umpires’
calculations and said the eve-
nts transpired under gules well
known to both sides.

"The Cup organising com-
mittee accepts the decisions of
the umpires unequivocally,” he
sadd.
A reserve day had been sect
aside for the final should it be
rained out, but Halbish said
both teams had batted 25

the to be de-

once
overs game had
in the one day.
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