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Abahani made to struggle

- Abahani Krira
Chakra continued
their stuttering
and stumbling
progress in the
First Division
football league with a two-one
victory against Victoria

rting Club yesterday at the

Stadfum.

The rpigning champions,
who wee made to sweat by
Rahmatganj in their earlier
match, again dished out rather
unpromising stufl t6 their ea-
ger supporters. The disap-
pointed supporters uncorked
their pent up emotions by in-
dulging in brick-batting, and

l.'.'hll-lﬂﬁ nﬁpl;o;itinn supporters,

thrown

at the Abahani{ custodian
Mohsin. Well, there i{s nothing
new abeut it; perhaps some-
as futfle as regret and as

as old mistake.

- Victoria took the field in
full strength, unlike the two
] us matches when they
Yested seven players and gave
the seemingly strongest bid-

ders of this year's_league title a -

time.

Abahani had their first shy
at the Victoria goal when Gaus,
freed by a fine through from
Sergel Zhukov, unleashed a
lhut that went straight to the

Sports Reporter
goalkecper

Abahani players spent an
ominously long period of time
in search of the goal but finally
found it in the few minutes be-
fore the short whistle when
Sheikh Mohammed Aslam
headed an Alamgir cross los
wards the Victoria goal which
bounced disconcertingly be-
fore custodian Aslam Khan and
entered the net, much to the
relief of the fans (1-0).

Abahani, perhaps not satf-
ated with the success, came
back roaring in a jiffy but Gaus
headed Zakir's minus wide off
the mark.

Aslam Khan came to.the
rescue of his side in the sec-
ond hall when he parried away
a powerful shot by Zhukmr for a
corner early in the second half.
Rumi blasted over the bar o
waste an ecasy chance for
Abahani before Victoria gave
them a real scare.

Zakir outpaced the flat-
footed Abahani defence after
latching on to a through but
goalkeeper Mohsin, who re-
turned to the fleld after a long
lay-off, rushed out lo foil the
advancing Victoria player.

The match was held up for
about nine minutes at around
this time when an UFO' hit the
Abahan! custodian but fortu-

lute

nately enough did not physi-
cally hurt the player but suffi-
ciently wounded the feelings
of the Abahani supporters who
showered stones on the occu-
pants of the North Western
gallery and players of Victoria
Club which forced a hold up in
the proceedings.

The stoppa served
Abahani well as 31 doubled
the margin lmmcdiultiy_ after
the resumption when Gaus
found the net after Zakir had
done the spadework 2-0.
Victoria reduced the margin
midway through the second
halfl when Biplab capitalised
on a lapse in the Abhhani de-
fence to beat a helpless
Mohsin; the unmarked substi-
player's goal-bound nod
hit the side post before set-
thing in the net (2-1).

TEAMS

ABAHAN]|: Mohsin, Munna
(Nira) Arifiev, Masud Rana,
Alamgir, Zakir, Zhukov Rumi,
Aslam, Mamun -Jnarﬂer Shakil
(Gaus).

VICTORIA : Aslam, Pradecp,
Sagar, Golam Mustafa, Anwar,
Babul (Mamunul), Yusuf,
Towfiqul, Biplab, Zakir,
Shankar, Mamun Babu (Biplab).

TODAY'S MATCH
BJMC vs Farashganj (6:45).

United stay put at second

lﬂHmH Mar 22:
Manchester Uni-
ted squandered

another chance
to replace Leeds
as E.nglilh league
leaders Saturday when they
were held 0-O0 at home by
Wimbledon, reports AP.

Alex son's men missed
out on Wednesday when they
lost 1-0 at Forest
and failed to the target
again at Old Trafford against a
Wimbledon team that lost 5-1
at Leeds last week.

The result meant the
Manchester Reds are a point
behind Howard Wilkinson's
Leeds team and still have a
game in hiand.

Leeds meet defending

Arsenal at Highbury
on and have the chance
to move four points clear.

Third place Shellield
Wednesday downed next-to-
last Hﬂttl County to edge
closer 10 the leader but still
arc seven points behind.
England Striker David Hirst

scored his IEl.h goal of the
scason for ‘Wtdntndag s
clincher.

Two goals by Welsh striker

Dean Saunders gave Liverpool a
2-1 home victory over

Tottenham to move fourth and
send the struggling north

London team sliding closer®

towards the relegation zone.
Paul Stewart replied for
Tottenham but England
Striker Gary Lineker missed
the game with a throat infec-
tion that could put home out of
the national team's exhibition
game against Czechoslovakia in

Prague on Wednesday.

Nottingham Forest downed
fourth place Manchester City
2-0 thanks to goals by Gary
Crosby and Irish midfielder
Roy Keane and Norwich edged
Everton 4-3, helped by three
from Darren Beckford.

West Ham s rooted to
the bottom despite a 2-2 home
draw with Queens Park
Rangers, who have lost only
once in 18 games
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M KEY BISCAYNE,
Florida, Mar 22:
Arantxa Sanchez
Vicario served
notice oen

Saturday  that,
despite a lack of attention,
ghe is onesdl the big guns ol
women's lennis as she
dominated Gabriela Sabatini to
win the Lipton International

The fourth-sceded spaniard
used a varied shot selection
with great success lo defeat

Sabatind 6-1, 6-4 and clatm her

first title of the year and a

120,000 dollar winner's
check.
. Toeday, sinth-seeded

pn unsoeded Argentine Alberto
Mangind for the meh's title,
Sabatini, seeded third, was
kept ofl balance for most of
the maich the speedy
Sanchez and struggled from
the service line throughout.

"She played really well the

this eveni. But after claiming
the prestigious Lipton title,
the fifth-ranked Sanchez said
she is ready to seize her share
of the spotlight.

"Perhaps now they will talks
more about me and | will get
more fans next year,” said the
20-year-old spaniard,

SANCHEZ FILARIG

“l think ! am one of the top
players” the bubble Sanchez
insisted. "I'm not only a spe-
cialist on clay. To be a great

" home

——a E——— = -

Sanchez denies Sabatlm title'

. minutes after halftime,

Rangers led 2-1 until Tim
Brcnl:k:r leveled 14 minutes
from the end.

A late strike by lain Dowie
_ against his former club gave
" Southampton a 2-1 victory
over Luton in a clash of two
more teams trying to avoid
relegation.

Chelsea slipped up 2-1 at
to Sheflield United,
whose goals came from mid-
fielder Dane Whitehouse.
Coventry and Oldham tied
1-1 and Crystal Palace were

* held 0-0 at home by Aston

Villa who have scored in only
one of its last 11 league games.

Celtic's 11th wvictory in a
row came at the home of
Glasgow rival Ranger's, who
are aiming for a fourth league
title in a row.

Charlie Nicholas and Gerry
Creaney scored Celtic's. goal in
a 2-0 Triumph at Ibrox Park.
But Rangers still have a five-
point lead over second place
Hairu who won 2-1 at

four weeks prior to the Lipton
evenl.

"Especially after we played
in Australia, | knew what | had
to do this time,” Sanchez said.

"My game has tmproved a
lot because I'm much more
aggressive and | can hit win-
ners on both the forchand and

backhand side.” said Sanchez,
who dedicated the win to
Rosc.

serve is muoh better
and that makes me feel more
relaxed knowing that | was
holding serve almost the whole
tournament.”

Sabatini, who won this
tournament {h 1989, failed o
hold serve in the first set, al-
though the games were close
with all but one going to deuce.

Sanchez controlled most of
the points and faltered only
brielly as she dropped her
serve at 5-0. But the fourth
seed immediately broke
Sabatini for the third Ume to
close out the set with a back-
hand winner down the |jne

Errors conlinued to plague
the Argentine in the second
scl, while Sanchez stuck with

Parma beat

. e
" Lineker’s tonsils

worry Taylor

LONDON, Mar %2:
Graham T hrwm-
lection prnhlem ahead of
England’s [riendly soeccer in-
ternational in Czechoslovakia
when ({lilness ruled Gary
Lincker out of TottenRam's

league match at Liverpool on
Saturday, reports Reuter.
Lineker, set to lead England
in the European Championship
warm-up in Prague on
Wednesday, was reportedly
suffering from tonsillitis.
Taylor has already lost four
players from his original
squad because of injuries.

GARY LINEKER

Liverpool centre-back Mark
Wright, Manchester United
defender Paul Parker, Mid-
dlesbrough  goalkeeper
Stephen Pears and Crystal
Palace midfielder Geofl
Thomas have already dropped
out.

Il Lincker fafls to recover in
time, Taylor will probably call
up Arsenal striker lan Wright,
with Notu Forest left
back Stuart Pearce taking over
as skipper.

Sampdoria
PARMA, Italy, Mar 22:
itallan international soccer
striker Gianluca Viallli was sent
offl as his Sampodria side lost
1-0 to Parma in an talian Cup
semifinal first leg on Saturday,
Reuter.
The vastly experienced
Vialli was dismissed aflter ap-
pearing to elbow Parma de-

fender Luigl in an ofl-
the-ball incident in the 21st
Swedish striker Tomas

Brolin netted the only goal five
sweep-
ing the ball home from close

‘range at the far post after a

cormer had been flicked on.

Sampdoria goalkecper
Gianlica Pagliuca showed his
class with a fined display of
handling to enable the Italian
champions to limit the dam-
age in a bad-tempered match
against a side bidding for their
first major honour.

The eventual victors will
meet the winners of the AC
Milan Juventus semifinal. The
top two in the ltalian league
have yet to play their first leg.

French soccer

PARIS, Mar 22! Marseille
and Monaco scored hard-
fought home victories to
maintain their duel for the
French League title on
Saturday, reports Reuter.

Defending champions
Marseille needed a brilliant
headed goal from captain Jean-
Merre Papin to break a score-
less deadlock early in the sec-
ond hall against St Etlenne.
Ghanian forward Abedi Pele
secured a 2-0 triumph three
minutes from time.

Sport
W Cup site selection today

[

* It's first big

NEW YORK, Mar
22: World Cup
organizers get
their second “big

day" Monday
- when, after
nearly a year, it finally

announces which cities will be
used to host the 1884 champi-
onship, reports AP.

day was in
December, when it staged the
qualifying draw in New York.

About 600 journalists were on
hand at Madison Square
Garden’s Paramount Theater
plus millions more via a global
television audience.

Only about 300 reporters
are ex at New York's
Waldorf Astoria hotel for this
announcement, but there will
be countless others tuned in
via closed-circuit television in
one nl'the lﬂ cities still in the
mn

It's been nlmoll a year since
a record 27 eities bid to host
games in the month-long, 52-
match tournament. It's been
three months since World Cup
USA 1994 was to announce {ts
final selections. .

“The reason for the delay is
that we have an embarrass-
ment of riches,” US Soccer
Federation president and
World Cup USA 1994 chairman
Alan Rothenberg said this
week. “To the extent to which
it is causing trouble, it's good

trouble. Hﬂhn-dyexpectedﬂﬂ
cities to bid for the games. W

trhdtnhnﬂttl‘thurdmtulﬂ

Jansher's chance

for revenge

COLOGNE, Germany, Mar
22: World champion Rodney
Martin reached his first rank-
ing tournament final for five
months when he demollished
the challenge of Australian

triot Tristan Nancarrow
15-2, 15-6, 15-8
German Open on Saturday, re-

Reuter. :

A foot injury forced Martin
to retire against fellow Aus-
tralian Chris Dittmar during
the Canadian Open final in
October.

He did not return to the
world cireuit until February
and since then has lost to
Dittmar in the semifinals of
the Welsh Classic and Spanish
Op:Lut Martin never looked in
trouble here against the un-
sceded Nancarrow, who had
caused a major upset by beat-
ing Dittmar in the second
reund. —

Martin captured 11 ts
in succession to clinch the
opening game in just seven
mﬁ:utﬂ and completed the
victory after only 26 minutes
on court.

The other semifinal was be-
tween top seeded Pakistani
Jansher Khan and fourth
seeded Chris Robertson of

Australia

Victory went to Jansher, |

who now has his first chance

of revenge since losing his
world title to the Australian in
Adelaide last August. Jansher
dismissed Robertson 15-10,
15-2, 15-5 in 41 minutes.

"l haven't met Rodney on
the circuit since he beat me In
the World Open and I'm look-
ing forward to the chance of

revenge,” Jansher said. "But it
ll bound to be a lot tougher
se he is such
nplglcllhle opponent.”
Hnrtln said: "] beat him
surprisingly easily in Adelaide,
but that doesn't mean any-
thing

in the -

cities.”

"We also have situation,
with the possible exception of
Joe Robbie Stadium (in
Miami), we don't have any
turnkey stadiums, where ev-
erything is ready to go. We
had to test out what kind of
retrofits were necessary, how
sound those retrofits were and
the. possibility of using a
domed stadium—if grass would
grow indoors.”

The allocation of s tﬂc
games f[Br the 15th W,
won't be announced unul
FIFA's 48th Ordinary Congress
in Zurich, Switzerland, July 2-
3. ‘ :

That will set of a chain re-
action of events,

“That's when we can start

selling tickets, re spon-
sorships, start pu
volunteers ..." Rothen said.

It's been a long wait for the
cities, some of which had their
names on the list when the US
federation bid for the World
Cup back in 1987.

Some reportedly can rest

_easy through Monday's an-

nouncement.

New York, Los Angeles and
Chicago are considered 99
per cent sure by most ob-
servers to get games.

The Pontiac Silverdome
near Detroit also is considered
to have a good chance. On the
i side, officfals in Phila-

hia and Secattle feel their
candidacy already has been

Qualifiers kick off

SANTO DOM-
INGO, Domi-
nican Repu-blic,
Mar 22: Puerto
Rico scored a
goal in each half

victory over the
Dom-inican Republic on
Saturday in the first ng
match for the 1994 World Cup
soccer tournament, reports
Reuter.

SANTO DOMINGO, Dom-
inican Republic, Mar 22:
Puerto Rico scored a goal in
each half for a 2-1 victory over
the Dominican Republic on
Saturday in the first qualifying
match for the 1994 World Cup
soccer tournament, reports
Reuter.-

The first round preliminary
match began the long qualify-
ing proceas, which will take
some¢ 580 matches over 20
months to determine the 24
finalists for the 1994 Cup.

Puerto Rico dominated the
first hailf, alOleadona
goal by defender Mark Lugris
in the 23rd minute.

Lugrits unleashed a shot
from the left corner of the
penalty area that hit the [ar
post and bounded into the net.

The visitors increased their
lead to 2-0 on Remiro Borja's
low, 15-metre shot from the
left side that sailed past goal-
keeper Rafael Caminero in the
57th minute.

The young Dominican side,
whose pl.lym just 19-
year-old, ssed forward In
the final 30 minutes and
eventually got on the score-
board in the 67th minute.

Caminero booted the balt
just shy of the Puerto Rican
penalty arca, where Efrain
Mefica caught a pair of defend-
ers napping and headed the
ball past goalkeeper Chico
Micles.

The Dominican Republic
kept up the pressure and
nearly scored on a solid
chance in the minutes
as Micles had to tip Dinardo
Rodriguez's shot to preserve

i

for a 2-1

discounted.

FIFA and US organizers
were su to hammer out
the tails Sunday night
in New Yorh. &

Even the number of cities,
eight, 12 or some number in
between was undecided as of
ﬁ'lday Rothenberg said. :

The announcement has had
little impact outside the
United States, except in creat-
lhl:r anticipation among hope-

pamnnu.
Those hopefuls began their
quest to become of the 24
teams to play in the finals
when Puerto Rico beat the
Dominican Republic 2-1 on
Saturday in the first of 582
qualification games that will be
contested among 138 teams.

Gegrmany as defending
champion and the United
States as host get in automati-
cally. The others must go
through the two-year qualifica-
tion procedure to eamn one of
22 available berths in the fi-
nals.

Monday's announcement
will be the biggest hurdle
cleared so far by US organiz-
g .

“In terms of timing, in
terms of how ‘it's’ *going, it's

better than expected,”
Lhcnbu:rL . “The buildup
ter than expected

and it's qualitatively better. By

the summer of 1994, we'll be

hll'.ung our peak. And that's
when we want to hit t.°.

Puerto Rico's win.

"We showed a lot of people
today that we can play,” said
Puerto Ricah technical adviser
Amie Ramierz. "They had a lot
ol pressure on them.”

Dominican soccer officials

| planned to protest the match,

claiming 14 of .Puerto Rico's
players were US citizens.

Under FIFA rulgs, however,
a Puerto Rican player could use
a US passport and be cligible
to play because the Caribbean
island is technically a US terri-
lory.

"Of course, we will protest,”
Dominican coach Benhard
Zgoll said. "The United States
has a team in the World Cup. A
country cannot participate
with two teams in the World

Puerto Rico will host the
Dominican Republic in the
second leg of the Concacafl
north Caribbean opening
round prthmuury on March
9.

AP adds: The start of the
game was delayed one hour
because of the controversy: the
protest will be decided by
FIFA's commitiee on urgent
matters.

The second game of the
home-and-home, total-goals,

« pre-preliminary round series

is ‘scheduled for March 29 in
San Juan. The winner plays
Jamaica in the preliminary
round of qualifying from she
North and Central American
and Caribbean region.

The 24-team finals of the
tournament are scheduled for
June 17-July 17, 1994. The
United States qualifies as the
host nation and quali-
fies as defending champion.

From 8-to-12 US cities will
be chosen Monday as the sites
for the 52-game finals, the
first played in the United
States. Nineteen cities are
competing to be hosts.

The Puerto Rican team is
coached by Arnold Ramirez,
coach of Long Island University
in New York.

{ Davis Cup tie in

* ticlu:u Tk 10/-.

city Mar 27-29

The play-off matches o
Davis Cup tennis Asia-Ocenia
region Group-2 betwee
Bangladesh and Pakistan will
be held at the National T
Complex from March 27, re-
ports UNB.

h Tennis Federa-
tion has already completed the
preparation for smooth
holding of the tournament.

The sirigles matches will be
held on the ng day and
the doubles on March 28, The
return s will be played

on the concluding day, March
29.

Rate of tickets will be as
follows: Wm—ﬁam;’,
Gallery season —Tk 20/- and

Samad soccer
final today

Sports Reporter

Defending champions Gana-
ktuli Kishore Football Eleven
take on Kishore Eleven in the
final of the Jadukar Samad
Smriti juvenile football
tournament today at 3:30 pm
al the Outer Stadium, says a
press release,

AQM Badruddoza Chowd-
hury, Deputy Leader of the
House, will witness the match
as the chiel guest 'and give
away prizes among the
winners.

Active chess

Sports Reporter

A nine-round Swiss league
Neptune active chess champi-
onship jointly organized by the
Dhaka Chess Foundatfon and
Neptune Theatres Limited will
begin in the city from March
27, says a press release.

The meet offers a total
prize money of Tk 10,000,

Those willing to take part
have been advised to contact
the Bangladesh Chess Fede-
ration immediately.

Sports Secy dead

Sports Reporter

Nurul Momen Khan,
Secretary of Youth and Sports,
died of heart-fatlure last
Saturday in Japan, acco h::g
to a delayed message rece
in Dhaka.

Khan, who held the posts of
president of both the Bangla-
desh Olympic Assoclation and

the h Weight-lifiing
Federation, had played a
pioneering role in the

promotion of sports in the

Meanwhile, different spor-
ting clubs and organisations
have condoled the death of
Nurul Momen Khan. In sep-
arale press releases issued yes<
terday, they expressed their
deep shock at his sudden
demise and expressed sympa-
thies to the members of the
bereaved family. Those who
condoled the death include
the Bangladesh Sports Writers
Association, Bangladesh Cric-
ket Control Board, Bangladesh

Football Federation, Azad
Sporting Clsb, National Sports
Council the Dhaka Metro-

politan Football Association.

[.ondas wins
WBO title

SALERNO, Italy, Mar 22:
Veteran Frenchman Daniel
Londas won the World Boxing
Organisation junior tweight
titlke when }iubutlﬁﬁ-rdlfnhg
champion Kamel Bou Al of
Tunisia on points in San Rufo
near here on Saturday, reports
AFP.
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