Brothers beat |
Victoria
Sports Reporter

Last year's Navana Premier
league champions Brethers
Undon have moved into the fi-
nal of the Independence Day
cricket tournament bealing
newly crowned Milnars First
Diviston league champions
Victoria Club in the ral
match at the Dhaka Stadtum

Brothers will now take on
the winners of the Bangladesh
Biman and Udity Club tie in
the final scheduled to be held
on March 26.

Athar Al

Brothers skipper
won the toss and Invited

Victoria to bat.

Victoria made 183 for the
loss of eight wickets from
their quota of 45 overs with

scoring a fine 64 ofl 86
ries, a knock that in-
cluded five hits to the fence.

Wahid with 28 and Jahangir
with 26 were the other notable
scorers for Victoria.

AI:F Bhattacharya was the
pick the Brothers bowlers,
claiming three wickets for 44.

Fernando took two wickets
for 33 while Athar A and Anis
bagged a wicket apiece.

In reply, Brothers Union
made 184 for the loss of seven
wickets in 43.2 overs.

Zahid ue Masum,
who played
Chakra in the recently con-
cluded Premier league, opened
for Brothers and scored 74
runs off 100 balls embellished
with a six and hall a dozen
fours.

Athar Alf scored 19 while

and Tamal made 18 each
for the winners.

Talha Mukul, Satkat and
Shantoo got a wicket each for
Victoria.

TODAY'S MATCH
Biman vs Udity Club (Dhaka

Stadium)
Khoka meet SA

sports minister

ADELAIDE, Mar 22: State
Minister for Youth and
Sadek Hossain Khoka today
met the Sports Minister of
South Australia Kim Mayes
here, reports BSS.

They exchanged views ol bi-
lateral issues in a cordial atmo-
sphere.

The South Australian minis-
ter said that his government
would help Bangladesh in the
field of sports, particularly in
cricket, swimming, athletics
and football

Sadek Hossain is iIn
Australia on a week-long tour
at the invitation of Adelaide
1998 Commonwealth Games
Bid Committee.

Khoka condoles
N M Khan's death

State Minister for Youth and
Sports Sadek. Hossain Khoka
yesterday condoled the death
of Nurul Momen Khan,
Secretary of the Ministry of
Youth and Sports and
President of the esh
Olympic Association, reports
BSS.

The State Minister, who is
in Adelaide, Australia on a
week-long tour, con his
heartfelt sympathy to the
members of the bereaved fam-
fly and prayed for the peace of
the departed soul.

for Abahani Krira |
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Rules help England end S Africa'’s dream
J

SYDNEY, Mar 22:
England Mnally
e South Afri-
ca's dream with a
\Om""' 20-run win in ne-

ar-chaotic condi

tions after rain interfered with
their rlhnl run chase in the
Wo Cup cricket semilinal
Sur-hi reporta Reuter.

With South Africa needing
22 off the final 13 deliveries,
the umpires ordered the play-
ers from the field as steady
rain fell.

As the play resumed aflter
rain it was announced under
the rules that South Africa
were required to score 21
runs but ofl one ball for victory.
The England total was revised
after rain to 251 based on
highest-scoring 43 overs,
minimum ble in time left.

The ball was bowled, one
run taken from it and South
Africa finished on 232 for six
in reply to England's revised
251 for six.

The packed crowd howled
their disappointment and then
rose to give the South Africans,
making their World Cup debut,
a standing ovation as they did a
lap of honour.

The day-night match had

. earlier been cut to 45 overs

each because of South Africa’s
slow over rate after they had
won the toss and sent England
in to bat.

England now meet Pakistan
in the fnal in Melbourne on
Wednesday.

it was a tragic end to a su-
perbly entertaining match in
which England had bullt their
total around an innings of 83
by Graeme Hick.

Only the Members' enclo-
sure was sparely occupled.
Elsewhere in the 40,000-
seater stadium it was standing
room only with the majority
rooting for South Africa.

A high-vocal English con-
tingent kept up an almost
continual of chants and
songs, mainly borrowed from
the soccer terraces.

Many had their faces
painted in the national colours
and flags and banners hung
from their stand.

One read "Beely busts
Kepler's Wessels" in reference
to crowd favourite lan Botham.

But it was Hick more than
Botham who earned their
cheers as he ignored a
scratchy start to produce a
powerful innings off 90 balls.

South Africa were far from
overawed by the asking rate of
5.62 an over and 2] came from
the first three overs.

Wessels looked in danger-
ous form, making 17 from 23
balls before being lured into
cutting a catch straight to
backward point.

Peter Kirsten, South
Africa's leading Cup score, was
forced to use a runner after in-
juring his leg while fielding
and made only 11 before being
beaten and bowled by a Phillip
DeFreitas’ outswinger.

But South Africa kept
abreast of the required run-
rate, first through fluent
strokes by opener Andrew
Hudson and then some blud-
geoning blows by Adrian
Kuiper.

Both were prised out by
left-arm spinner Richard

England all-rounder lan B
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second semifinal of the World Cup at the SCG.

Ilingworth.

Hudson was trapped lbw
after an elegant 46 which con-
tained six boundaries while
Kuiper, who had taken three
successive fours ofl Gladstone
Small, was bowled after
charging down the pitch.

Hansfe Cronje
Rhodes kept the score moving
with smart running between
the wickets but tight bowling
by DeFreitas and, in their later
overs, Botham and Gladstone
Small kept them in check.

Rhodes, who has captured
the public's imagination with
brilliant fielding, attempted a
final charge with a brave 43
from 39 balls.

But then he perished to a
catch in the decp, leaving to a
standing ovation.

Brian McMillan and Dave
Richardson deflantly kept alive
South Alrica's hopes.

But n rain and umpires
Brian ridge of New _
and Australian Stephen
Randell took matters out of
their hands and once again the
much-despised rain rules
made a mockery of a fascinat-
ing match.

LUCKY HICK

A large slice of fortune sur-
rounded the start of Hick's
innings as umpire Aldridge
tu down a loud appeal for
leg before off his first ball that
must have been desperately
close. '

And off his fourth, Hick
presented a simple catch to
Wessels at first siip, only for a
no-bal to be called.

England had got off to a fly-
ing start, after rain delayed
play for 10 minutes, greatly as-

and Jonty |

sisted by five wides and four
no-balls in the first three overs
by Allan Donald and Meyrick
Pringle,

—

Wessels urges rules change

SYDNEY, Mar 22:
South African
cricket captain
Kepler Wessels

X
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ning rmain delays after his team
was controversially dumped
out of the World Cup by
E;gland on Sunday, reports

England, who scored 252
for six wickets off 45 overs,
won the match after a late, 12
minute deluge interrupted
South Africa’s innings in the
43rd over with the side need-
ing 22 off 13 balls.

The delay saw two overs (12
balls) cut frém their allowance
but under the rules they lost
just one run off their target of
runs. That left an impossible
chase of 21 off one delivery.

In the event of the team
batting second not recetving
the same number of overs as
the team batting first, the total
of the lowest scoring overs
from the first side’s innings
are subtracted to leave a target.

England’s two worst overs
resulted in a maiden and one-

run, therefore they lost just
one run off their tally,

The rules, decided by the |

International Cricket
Committee, have come under
attack during the tournament
for favouring the team batting
second.

*There's no point com-
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KEPLER WESSELS

plaining about the rules but
there needs to be a better bal-

ance,” sald Wessels.

"It was a strange, situation
but there has to be a deadline
for play to finish and it's diffi-
cult to decide what to do.”

South African coach Mike
Procter said rain rules were a
constant problem with one-day
cricket. .

“The rules have changed
two or three times. Last time
the rules favoured the team
batting first too much, now it's
the team batting second, but
the administrators just want to
be fair to both sides,” he said.

England manager Mickey
Stewart said discovering a
perfect rule was going to be
hard.

“The rules were made in
good faith. Under former rules
you could go out, score 250
then if the team batting sec-
ond’'s innings was reduced
they might only have to chase
75 ofl 15 overs with 10 wick-
ets in hand to win. If that had
happened the media would be
here saying that wasn't fair,”
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The first three overs saw 25
runs on the board, but also the
wicket of captain Graham
Gooch to a very dublous dect:
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to another boundary on his way to an impressive-83 runs in
the World Cup semifinal yesterday against South Africa in

—AFP photo

Sydney.

y&lm% AUCKLAND, Mar

22 Inexperie-

nced Inzamamu]

Haq has emerged

‘h'!omﬁ as the unsung

hero in Pakistan's

quest for their first World Cup
cricket title, reports AP. -

On Saturday, Inzamam

shredded New Zealand's hopes

he said.

SA to send 125 to Barcelona

® JOHANNESBUR,
v Mar 22: South
* Africa plans. to
_ send about 125

w competilors to

the Barcelona
Summer Games, the country's
National Olympic Committee
sald on Saturday, reports
Reuter.

“The final figure will be de-
cided after the last track and
field trials in South
Africa at end of May," the
chairman of the National
Olympic Committee of South
Africa (NOCSA), Sam

Ramasamy, said in a statement.
Hamasamy

said the rough
figure of 126 was recom-

mended by selection commit-
tee chairman Bob Haw-
kesworth and agreed at a
NOCSA executive committee
meeting on Saturday.
Ramasamy said the new
non-racial NOCSA, the coun-
try's most representative
sporting body, would be in a
position by the end of next
week to announce the names
of team members from several
lron.lng codes who would have
readv gualified for Barcelona.
South Africa was readmitted
to the Olympic movement last
jtl}t:raft:rrn 2] -year ban, paving
way lor its participation fi
Barcelona. g e
Individual sports have to

prove they have a unified, non-

racial constitution under
NOCSA auspices before being
allowed to compete.

Athletics is still fighting for
unity but Ramasamy said last
month the International
Amateur Athletic Federation
had indicated it would readmit
South Africa in time for the

games, which open on July 25,

CIS to send 700

MOSCOW, Mar 22
Commonwealth of Indepen-
dent States (CIS) will send a
700-member delegation to
take part in the 25th Olymic
Games to be held in Barcelona
of Spain in July, reports
Xinhua
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INZAMAMUL HAQ

of making the final.

Alter New Zealand batted
first on an excellent Eden Park
wicket and made 262 for
scven wickets, the broad-
shouldered 22-year-old arrived

| at the crease with his country

facing defeat.

In a whirlwind
Inzamam shattered New
Zealand's dreams and steered
Pakistan — which was the only
team to beat New Zealand in

| the preliminary round — to ils

first final with a four-wicket
win.

Inzamam came oul in the
35th over with Pakistan floun-
dering at 140-4. In just 48
minutes he and veteran battler
Javed Miandad transformed
the match.

They put on 87 from 64
balls, and when. the Youngster
was out he had scored 60 from

innings,

Just 37 balls, including seven
lours and a six. Inzamam's 50
was the equal second-fastest in
the World Cup. coming off just

31 balls.
Inzamamul received Lhe

man-of-the-match award for
his 60, which turned the
ne.

The 22-year-old middle
order batsman came in when
Pakistan were struggling at
140 for four. He reached his
half century in just 31 balls
and his innings altogether in-
cluded five fours and one six.

He and Miandad put on 87

vital runs in 64 balls, hauling
back a required run-rate of
more than eight an over to set
up the victory.
. ;:aw. Tﬁmﬁl:? nol out,
L ng up singiles and twos
behind the flash and dash of
his pariners.

Martin Crowe had also
made 50 from 31 balls against
Zimbabwe while Pakistan cap-
tain Imran Khan has the [astest

from 30 balls.
"l always thought 262 was

plenty {f we just did the basic
job of keeping cool and calm
and just being a step ahead of
their batsmen,” Crowe
“There was cnormous pressure
on them and they were at one
stage out of the match.”

"Then Inzamam came in
and he just went for it. It was a
superb knm_-l}."

Crowe, alter winning the
toss and opting to bat, made a
splendid 91 from 83 balls to
put his side in a commanding
position. However, he pulled a
hamstring muscle in the 43rd
over when on 77 and was not

able 1t the fie
I":-I ﬁ'\mt was ul?:iiﬂcrcnt si-

tuation for the guys because |
wasn't there,” Crowe said.
"John (Wright) had to basically
reassess Lhe whole situation
[rom when he used to do it [be
captain) and it was a little bit
different to what we've been
going through in the tourna-
ment.”

T

said.

otham tries to console a disappointed Brian McMillan after the farcical end to yesterday's

—8tar TV photo

sion when umpire Randell ad-
judged him caught behind
alter the ball appeared 1o
brush his thigh.

England had already suf-
fered a setback with the with-
drawal of Robin Smith because
of a pinched nerve, joining
Erth Pringle on the Injury

L

But even the dismissal of
lan Botham for 21, chopping
the ball on to his stumps,
lafled to dampen the runrate.

Although Pringle beat Alec
Stewart with three successive
deliveries oulside the off
stump, he and Hick found runs
casy to come by, especially
alter a double bowling change.

Hick hit two successive
fours as 12 runs come off
paceman Richard Snell's first
over and nine from the first six
balls from seamer McMillan.

The third-wicket pair
hoisted the century .in the
20th over and together they
put on 71 from 86 deliveries
before Stewart edged
McMillan to wicketkeeper
Richardson after he had
scored 33.

Hick continued undaunted,
his 50 coming from 55 balls,
and when Donald returned he
hit him for 13 in one over, in-
cluding two crashing bound-
aries.

Neil Fairbrother, who with
Stewart had been mainly re-
sponsible for England's
thrilling run chase to beat
South Africa when they met in
the round-robin stage of the
tournament, compiled a neat
28 before, Pringle knocked his
leg stump out of the ground.

Hick followed soon alfter,
Rhodes again taking a fine

catch from a full-blooded siash
in o the gully

His 83 contained nine
boundaries and was only four
short of his highest one-day
score jor E .

Allan Lamb, recovering from
2 pulled hamstring,
only one boundary in his 19
before he became Donald's
second victim, caught behind.

When it became clear that
South Africa’'s slow over rate
meant there would not be time
for the full compliment of 80,
Chris Lewis and Dermot Reeve
attacked the bowling to good
eflect.

Reeve was especially savage
during Donald's closing over,
bludgeoning three boundaries
and scoring all but one of the
18 that came from It

Reeve was unbeaten on 285,

Donald returned his worst
figures of South Africa’s’debut
campaign with two for 89 from
10 overs.

The scene was set for an
exciting finish, but what would
anyhow have been a memo-
rable match will now be re-
membered for the wrong rea-

SONSs.
SCOREBOARD
Scoreboard of the World
Cup cricket semifinal between
England and South Alfrica to-

day
ENGLAND

Gooch ¢ Richardson

b Donald p |
Botham b Pringle 21
Stewart ¢ Richardson
b McMillan

Hick ¢ Rhodes b Snell
Fairbrother b Pringle

Lamb ¢ Richardson

33
B3
28

b Donald 19
Lewis not out I8
Heeve not out 25

Extras: (b-1, b-7, nb-8, w-9)23
Total: (six wickets -- 45 overs

252

Fall of wickets: 1-20: 2-39-
3-110; 4-183; 6-187; 6-221.

Did not bat: P DeFreftas, R

TH h, G Small.
mmn o)

Danald 10
Pringle
Snell
McMillan
Kulper
Cronje
Wessels ¢ Lewis b Botham
Hudson lbw b [llingworth
Kirsten b DeFreitas
Kuiper b Hliingworth
Cronje ¢ Hick b Small
es ¢ Lewis b Small

McMillan not out
Richardson not out
Extras: (Ib-17, w-4)
Total: (43 owvers --
six wickets) 232

Fall of wicketls: 1-26; 2-61;
3-90; 4-131; 5-176; 6-208.

Did not bat: R Snell, M
Pringle, A Donald.

& AT DO

ococownwcoX
53088

OCOD==nNnE

14

83

—
—

Bowling O M R W
Botham 10 0 52 1
Lewis 5 0 38 0
DeFreitas 8 1 28 |1
llingworth 10 1 46 2
Small 10 | 51 12

Result: England won by 20
runs (South Africa innings re-
duced after rain by two overs
but England total remained
252, based on highest-scoring
43 overs).

Man-of-the-match: Graeme
Hick (England).

South Africa,
once banished
from interna-
tional cricket in
W= 1970, for fts
unjust policy of

denying the large Black
majority by theé White minority,
by a strange irony of fate
became a victim of unjust
rules framed by the organisers
for running the fifth World Cup
competition.

The all-white team
the exception of Omar Henry,
the only non-white who made
his debut against Sri Lanka at
Wellington at the age of forty)
made excellent progress in the
tournament having reached
the semifinal stages of the
competition in their first out-
ing.

The rules, which have al-
ready come under heavy fire
from the participating teams
and experts and spectators
world over, have already taken
their toll in the match be-
tween India vs Australia and
Pakistan vs South Africa. On
both occasfons, the team bat-
ting first had reaped unjusti-
ﬂcj advantage and won their

hgnéunl'usiﬂn of the stop-
page rules reached fits hﬂgﬁt
at the Sydney Cricket Ground
yesterday. May started under a
cloudy sky with a shower ex-
pected any moment. The lght
was 80 bad that the floodlights
had to be switched on almost
right from the start.

The match did not give the
impression that it was a day-
night affair. When the South
Alricans, with brilliant rear-
guard - action led by the 21-
year-old colt named Jonty
Rhodes, the tall and heft
Brian McMillan and the [rlgli::
looking Richardson took their
team almost to the brink of
victory wilth a requirement of
22 runs from 13 balls when

N

Cruel irony for South Africans

By Tawfiq Aziz Khan

the heavens started showering
blessings on the Englishmen.
The umpires, Australian Steve
Randell and Brian Aldridge of
New Zealand, conferred and
called the groundsmen to
cover the pitch and retired to
drier shelter, much to the re-
L o5 3
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lfef of the Englishmen and dis-
enchantment of the South
Africans. Earlier in the day,
when a similar light shower
started the South Africans had
very much wanted play to be
held up but the men in white
shirts did not agree. To com-
pound the confusion the elec-
tronic scoreboard flashed that
South Africa needed 22 runs
from seven balls. But the um-
pires made their calculations
again and came up with the ab-
surd arithmetic of 22 runs
from one balll Call it cricket?
Kepler Wessels, a veleran of
65 one-dayers, may be a good
player but seems to lack the
imagination and keen cricket-
ing mind which is so vital for
leading a side in such impor-
tant matches. He was not only

guilty of sending England in to

bat after winning the toss, but
also partly responsible for re-
stricting the match to 485
overs, His task was made more
difficult by his “"speed quar-
tet,” specially Richard Snell,
whose rhythm went haywire.
There were quite a few um-
piring errors also. Gooch did

SIeERE

Smith hangs
| his gloves

AUCKILAND, Mar 22 New
Zealand wicketkeeper lan
Smith announced his retire-
ment from international
cricket afier his team's World
Cup semifinal defeat by

Pakistan on Saturday, reports

Reuter.

Smith., 35, played in 63
Tests since his debut in 1980
and captured a total of 177 vic-

tims, 160 caught and cight

| stumped.
His ts him ninth on
the kst world's

keepers which is headed by
Australian Rodney Marsh, who
had a total of 356 victims
when he retired.

Smith's skills behind the
stumps were complemented
by his ability as an effective
lower order batsman, scoring

Ijll' 3

IAN SMITH

' 1,815 Test runs at an average
| of 26.26.

Smith hit two Test hun-
dreds, the highest being a re-
markable innings of 173
against India at Auckland’s
Eden Park Ground in the third
Test of their series in early
1990. Smith's score came off
136 balls, was the highest by a
New Zealand wicketheeper,
and the highest by anyone bat-
| ting at No. 9 in a Test match.

Azad SC shock
Wari in hockey
Sports Reporter

Azad Sporting Club col-
lected two invaluable points
upsetting Wari Club by two
m to one lnh::hf;mcn Delta

Division al
the Hockey Stadium y:isw .

Fazle Nomani and ul
Alam scored for the winners
while Khurshid Hossain netted
the only goal for Wart.

Azad now have nine points
while Wari have eleven from
14 matches each.

The other encounter of the
day. between Bangladesh
Railway SC and Dhaka
Wanderers Club, ended in a
goalless draw.

The result left Wanderers
with 11 points from 14 en-
gagements while Railway have
scven points, also from 14
maltches.

TODAY'S MATCHES

Sadharan Bima vs Victoria
SC (1:45 pm)

Sonall Bank vs Bachelors SC
(3:15 pm)

not get a touch but was given
out. Hick survived a close
shave from the very first ball
he recetved and then the um-
pire called a no-ball as he was
caught at slip, and then, in the
same over, spooned a catch
which fell slightly short of the
fielder. That proved the tum-
ing point as hick went on to
celebrate his nine lives with a
score of 83 from 91 deliveries.
England thrived to score 252
for 6 in 45 overs.

The South African was
as spirited, with Wessels lead-
ing from the front. A compul-
sive front foot p r, he is
particularly known for his fine
placements. He leflt in the
fifth over trying to force the
bowling. Then the veteran
Kirsten left at 62 and when
hard-hitting Hudson left at 90
it looked to be over for them.
But there were great surprises
in store for England!

Hard-hitting Kuiper made
Gladstone Small feel still
smaller as he lofted him for
three consecutive fours.
Cronje, Rhodes, McMillan and
Richardson kept up the chal--
lenge. None in his right mind
would have imagined that
these players, with their very
limited experience of the one-
day varfety, would give the
spectators their money's
worth and the Englishmen a
nightmare.

Pakistan will now meet the
two-time runners-up at the
MCG on Wednesday. Imran
Khan will have at least two of
his wishes fulfilled — to play in
the final and play against
England instead of South
Africa for support from the
spectators. The Aussies never
loved the pommies.

Imran’s third and most
important wish, te win I.:z
E:!. depends much on h

his team.




