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A Bombshell from Ghali

The UN Secretary General Boutros Boutros

Ghali has probably strengthened his own credibil-
ity with Israel, at the cost of his position in the
Arab world, with his statement that the Security
Council Resolution 242, the basis of peace talks
between Tel Aviv and its Arab neighbours, was not
a binding one. It is a bombshell that could not
have been dropped at a worse time by none other
than the highest ranking international civil ser-
vani.
In Dr Ghall's view, Resolution 242 was not
binding on either side — the motion provided for
the recognition of Israel by Arabs and the return
of occupied Arab territories by Tel Aviv — because
it was not based on chapter VII of the Charter. It
was this specific chapter that contained manda-
tory provisions. In this sense, Resolution 242
lacked the strength of the Council's motions
relating to Iraq's iInvasion of Kuwalit.

According to independent sources, Dr Ghali's
interpretation of the Resolution 242, obviously
based on the advice of legal experts of the world
body, should be correct. It is hard to think that
the Secretary General unwittingly misled the in-
ternational community or that his legal depart-
ment has misunderstood the position, deliber-
ately or otherwise. Then, what does the non-
binding Resolution 242 stand for ? How does it
help in paving the way for a settlement of the
Arab-lsrael problem ?

It is now clear — some would say, it has been
clear to many experts all along — that Resolution
242, passed unanimously by the Security Council
was essentially meant to bring a moral pressure
on both sides to reach a settlement on the basis
of "territories for peace” where Tel Aviv was con-
cerned and on the recognition of the Jewish state
by its Arab neighbours.

This moral pressure reflected the combined
will of the international community and, indeed,
the conscience of the world. It is a pity that Dr.
Ghali did not bring up this aspect of the resolu-
tion in question during his controversial press
conference.

The UN Secretary General has put himself in a
delicate position. However, he is in a situation to
play a major role in persuading Tel Aviv to make
some major efforts in reaching a peace accord
with the Arab states and the Palestinian Liberation
Organisation (PLO). At this moment, the Israell
policy of settlement of Jewish immigrants, espe-
cially from the Soviet Union, in the occupied Arab
lands, In the West Bank and the Gaza Strip,
presents the biggest obstacle on the path to
peace. Tel Aviv has so far defled all appeals from
the international community to put a halt to this
policy. It has also disregarded pressure from
Washington at the risk of losing the US guarantee
for a massive $ 10 billion loan sought for its set-
tilement project. On this issue, we have reached a
dead-end, one that ean bring an abortive end to
the current Arab-Israel talks.

Here is an opportunity for Dr Ghall to demonstra-
te his much-publicised evenhandedness by asking
Tel Aviv to put a halt to the process which is clearly
designed to change the demographic character of
the occupied Arab territories in favour of the in-
coming Jewish population. On this score, nothing
less than a indefinite freeze on all settlements
should satisfy the international comm — and
Dr Ghali in particular. If the United Nations fails
to achieve this through persuasion and pressure,
it should be ready to work out a way for bringing
the matter before the Security Council with a
binding resolution, this time under chapter VII.
Here is a challenge facing Dr Ghali.

Of Blindness and Hunger

Which is the more startling as a revelation?
That one hundred babies become blind every day
in Bangladesh or, 35 of all aged up to 15 in this
land are victims of hunger, for which the official
euphemism is serious malnutrition? There are a
lot other related information, each more painful
than the other. And this endless procession of
unpleasant facts at some level loses all meaning
and significance — exactly as the universe will,
according to the Second Eaw of Thermody-
namics, when, hitting the highest entropy, all
creation will come to the physicists' version of
the doomsday. The facts of how the coming
generations will fare, physically and mentally,
even if the paradise is brought down to
Bangladesh— is simply horrific. And we live with
these either inured to all such or through a most
irrationally indifferent ignorance. If things go on
on the same furrows without an iota of improve-
ment, the first thing that will lose its meaning
and justification is government. The second to go
will be humanity of the Bangladesh people —
people who will survive, that is.

How to stop it all? A daily helping of vitamin
"A" will do the trick, say the physicians, and
more, eflectively and persuasively, a TV commer-
cial. But perhaps we have got it all wrong some-
where along the line — at some crucial point. The
families that spurn leafy and other vegetable and
wouldn't eat other than meat and fish — do not
suffer from the afflictions of children becoming
night blind or totally blind. There are people that
never had the means to buy to even collect meat
or fish and over the whole of their short and mis-
erable life live on 'kachu-ghenchu' or whatever
grows out the earth whereever. It is their chil-
dren, the children of the choiceless ones, who
suffer from deficiency of vitamin "A" and a lot
other micro-nutrients that lead not only to blind-
ness but to brain neuron inadequacy resulting,
soon enough, a sizeable population of morons and
stupids.

Why is this so? The answer is stmple and easy.
The treatment is very hard and almost unattain-
able. Those that cannot go for fish or meat, do eat
kachii-g‘lzﬁmxdl— ’l:mth never enough of it. The an-
swer to the ¢ Is hunger, prevalling generally
throughout the land. oeen B -

How to ensure enough food for all — there lies
the treatment of not only child blindness but also
a sure and certain ethnic decline of the Bengalee

people.
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PUBLIC TRIAL OF GOLAM AZAM

HE Colam Azam issue

was a dormant one for

80 many years. Late
President Zia, when he
permitted Colam Azam to visit
his ailing mother, and never
raised any objection when he
overstayed, must have done so
with a shrewed calculation. He
must have thought that the
country, plunged into a kind of
political confusion, would not
take notice of a gross
irregularit He was partly
right. Politically speaking.
things were topsy turvy and
the issue remained submerged
for years. President Zia,
perhaps honestly belteving in
the healing power of time, or
perhaps (rusting that the
gamble would pay ofl, simply
wanted to buy time. He never
suspected that in allowing the
Pro r to stay fllegally in a
country where he was
condemned as a persona non

grata, he was only sto “
a time bomb Eng

President Zia's calculations
were correct for the time be-
ing. For the time being, the
stage was not set for unhin-
dered democracy. Those were
the grey years of politics, nei-
ther white nor black. After the

years followed, under
President Ershad, the black
ycars. The movement of 1990
succeeded in removing one ir-
regularity,- President Ershad.
By so doing it cleared the way
for other irregulari-
ties. There are quite a few of
them, the continued stay of
Professor Golam Azam, said to

HE Philippines is on

the crossroads as it

prepares for the com-
bined May 11 national and
local elections which will
choose the successor of
President Corazon Aquino and
a new set of government
officials.

Politicians have hoped that
the new government could put
an end to the political unrests
which marked Mrs Aquino's
six-year rule. Bul prospects
that the new leader could
bring political stability in this
deeply polarised nation hang
in a balance.

Mrs Aquino, who rosc¢ to
power in a popular uprising
that ended the 20-year rule of
the late Philippine dictator
Ferdinand Marcos in February
1986, suflfered seven coup at-
tempts over the past six year,
two of which nearly toppled
her.

Her government, which in-
herited a bankrupt economy
from Mr Marcos, was also
rocked by a series of national
disasters, including the 1990
earthquake in the northern
Philippines, the eruption of
Mount Pinatubo volcano last
June and flashfloods late last
year in central Philippincs.

The failed putsches and the
series of natural disasters
killed thousands of people and
heavily destroyed infrastruc-
tures as well as farmlands to
push back whatever economic
gains the government has
posted over the past six years.,

Rightly or wrongly, many
Filipinos have blamed Mrs
Aquino’s indecisive and mud-
dled leadership for the coun-
try's political unrest and

be holding a Pakistan! pass
port, and since the cancella
tion of his Banglandeshi na
tionality an alien in the eye of
law, being regarded as one of
the Enmr irregularities. |
should add that this happens
to be the view generally held
but there are others who dis-

pute this.
The government must be In
the deepest dilemma over

what to do with Golam Azam
whose trial has become, over
the past few weeks. a public
demand. The government
owes it o him to provide pro-
tection to him, particularly in
view of the [act that a BNP
overnment had rmitted
m to come and ulged him
when he chose to overstay. If
the permission was unwar
ranied or lllegal. the govern
ment may well face the charge
connivance W the act, of hav
ing gven lacit or unspoken or
silent or implicit consent to
what |s regarded a clear case
of lllegality. The government
must be aware of this sinee it
has made no atiempt to justify
its stand, when pressed hard
on the floor of the Parllament..
the Home Minister had 1o as
sure his critics that the gov-
ermnment had not granted cit
zenship to Golam Azam. But he
fatled to add that the govern
ment had no intention to do
s0. It i} not going to be an easy
decision to give and consider-
able mystery surrounds the
government’s tonguetiedness.
Ominously however, the si-
lence is not as Innocuous as it

Roughly 30 million voters

will elect on May 11 a presi
dent, vice president, 24 sena-
tors, 200 members of the
economic shambles.
House of Representatives and
17,000 local officials, includ-
ing 75 provincial governors,
1,700 city or municipal mayors
as well as their deputies and
councilors.

At Lthe close of the February
7 deadline for the registration
for national candidates, 78
people have filed candidacy for
President, 18 for Vice Presi
dent and 286 for Senators.

Of the 78 presidential aspi
rants, only seven are promi-
nent and considered serious
contenders. They are former
Defence Secretary Fidel
Ramos, Senate President
Jovilo Salonga, House Spéaker
Ramon Mitra, Senator Joseph
Estrada, former Agrartan Re-
f[form Secretary Miriam
Defensor-Santiago. Vice Presi-
dent Salvador Laurel, Marcos
widow Imelda as well as
Marcos' former associate and
Mrs Aquino's estranged cousin,
Eduardo Cojuangco. The rest
arg ‘nuisance candidates”. Mrs
Aquino, who will not seck a
sccond term, is supporting Mr
Ramos to be her successor

Many political pundits,
noling a wide disenchantment
among the 62 million people
over Mrs Aquinos weak and
incpt leadership, said the
country's political future hin-
ges on the outcome of the May
11 elections.

Teodoro Benigno, a journal-
ist and Mrs Aquino's former
Press Secretary, said the
Philippines is heading towards
a civil war {f the elections

may appear to be: Violence has
erupled again on two cam:
puses, thEu and Rajshahi uni
versities Seceing who the tar
gets are and who are on the at
tack, and noticing the curious
way the police has handled the
two situations the recent incl

dents have been secen as at

tempts to divert the move

ment demanding Golam
Azam's public trial from its
course. It ts difficult to pro

nounce on this supposition but
no doubt the recrudescence of
violence leading 1o deaths has
generally been viewed with the

people to stomach and they
took the course they did out of
sheer desperation

A public tribunal, acting as a
grand Jury, can only deltver a
judgement and has to stop
there. It has no executive au-
thority but it can act as a great
moral force. We have the ex-
ample of the joint declaration
of the three alllances which
led to the stepping down of
Fresident Ershad fifteen
months from now. This
showed not only the peoples
power, the awful authority of

PASSING CLOUDS

Zilllur Rahman Siddiqgui

darkest apprehension It re-
minds us of certain techniques
adopted by past governments
when faced with a problem
and it bodes (ll for the future of
democracy in Bangladesh

The demand for public trial,
in fts novelty, must have come
as a surprise 1o many. Bul by
now the surprise has worn off,
and many people who did not
understand initially have begun
to ser the logic of it. It was bad
enough that the governments
of the day chose 1o push the
problem under the carpet and
to keep it there for such a long
time. It became worse when
Professor Golam Azam, a for-
eign national, was chosen the
chief of a political party and
the government didn't react.
This was too much for the

the public's voice! it at the
same time gave legitimacy to
the entire constitutional pro-
cess that followed. The organ-
isers of the proposed public
trial must have n inspired
by the events of December,
1980, They could not have un-
derestimated the powers be-
hind their adversary but they
have their own strength too, a
resurgence of the logy of
|1971.

One does not know what
will happen on March 26. The
government is believed to be
planning some pre-emptive ac-
tion and Jamaat, in its turn, is
lecarnt to be mobilising 1ts
forces. A confrontation could
turn out to be bloody, and
could lead to political conse-
quences of unpredictable di-

Casiano Mayor writes from Manila

Many political pundits, noting a wide
disenchantment over President Aquino's weak
leadership, said the country's political future
hinges on the outcome of the May 11 elections

latled (0 produce a new leader
who could unite the country.

“Unless this pathway
(eleclions) is rendered road
worthy by the emergence of a
great and trustworthy leader
backed by a powerful coalition,
it will lead {o ..... coup and
counter coup and revolution,”
Mr Benigno has said.

Jaime Cardinal Sin, spiritual
leader of this largely Roman
Catholic country, has aired a
similar waming. saying the
elite should help reform the
country from above or face a
revolution from below,

Several public opinton sur-
veys made by independent
pollsters placed Ramos, San-
tiago and Estrada ahead in
popularity. But many political
analysts give them slim
chances of winning because
they do not have strong politi-
cal machineries or networks.

"Because there are many
presidential candidates, the
next president will win by a
mere plurality. A plurality
president will invite instability,
hence it is essential that the
next president should be per-
son who has led in the presi-
deniial surveys, which are an
index of public support,” said
presidential bet Ms Santiago.

“This is an unhealthy and
potentially explosive develop-
ment because it can lead to a

minority presidency, a [rac-
tured legislature and polilical
paralysis,” sald newspaper edi-
tor and political analyst Aman-
do Doronila. poscs a
challenge 1o ple and
the political crship to
avert a plunge to the political
disaster of a constitutional
crisis.”

‘It's very confusing. It's so
difficult to make a choice,”

says an office emp in the
Mm:ﬁbﬁh‘ﬂ. "1

could vote for anyone (among
the prominent presidential

candidates] except for Mrs
Marcos and Mr Cojuangco.”

The Philippines 'used to
have a strong two-party system
but the new Constitution
framed by Mrs Aquino’'s hand- *
picked commission allows a
vibrant® multi-party system
after the ouster of Mr Marcos,
who died in 1989 while in
exile in Hawaii.

President Aquino's [ailure to
keep her people united behind
her as well as her indecisive
leadership also allowed iier
political foes, mainly former
Marcos proteges, to regain
political clout and drove her
former allies to go on separate
ways.

Except jor Mr Estrada, Mrs
Marcos and Mr Cojuangco, the
rest of the prominent presi-
dential aspirants were Mrs
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No more division,
please !

Sir, One of the eminent
British experts on sub-conti-
nental affairs, also now dead,
lan Melville Stephens, ex-
Editor of "The Statesman” had
a word of praise for the first
edition of "Meet esh,”
the official handbook on
Bangladesh, which was edited
by a leading government publi-
cist, Mr.Enamul Huq, for one
beautiful thing in it. Also shar-
ing his views with another il-
lustrious person, Dr. Percival
Spear, author of Cambridge
History of India, lan Stephens
wrote to me that one signifi-
cant thing about the book was
that its ‘Prologue' did very
wisely avoided references to
some of the bitter and unfor-
tunate events of '71. As an ad-
mirer of Ban hu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman and Abdy]l
Mansur Ahmad, a great lttera-
teur-cum-journalist, | have had
not an fota of doubt about their
wisdom in matters of national
interest, particularly matters
of politics. Shortly after inde-
pendence, Abul Mansur
Ahmad, in his usual bold style
wrote a post-editorial article in
the “lttefaq™ captioned
(meaning) “Sooner the better”
s ting amnesty for the ‘71
co . And, to the utter
disappointment of

party
mhrt:] Bangabandhu declared
general amnesty or ‘pardon’ for
the ‘collaborators’. One can just

Letters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer’s real name, signature and

surmise that while taking this

historical decision he was,
perhaps, influenced by the ex-
ample set by our Prophet
Muhammad (S.M.] who de-

clared general amnesty to his
opponents after conquering

It 1s always better to forget
and smile than to remember
and be sad. Two decades have
clapsed but things have not
improved much. The alarming
preparations for the trial of
Prof. Golam Azam for his al-
leged crimes against liberatfon
movement, as well as threat of
‘counter-trial’ of the yet-to-be-
named offenders, are sig-
nalling bad days for the peace-
loving people of the country.
While the country is already on
the threshold of a greater dan-
ger in the deadlock of
Bangladesh-Burma relations, it
is time that the protagonists of
the trials and counter trials
give a second thought to their
decisions in view of the cir-
cumstances the country has
unwittingly landed in. Any
more ‘in-fighting’ would be
dangerously suicidal for the al-
ready 'divided nation’| May be
there is way out. | would ven-
ture to suggest that let Prof.
Azam step down from his
newly-acquired de jurl position
which s the crux of the prob-
lem. Meanwhile, the sponsors
of the ‘public trial may take a

move o lake the issue back to
the parliament to seck f{ts

verdict on the legality or oth-

erwise of the ‘general amnesty’
declared by the founder of the
slate. Until that time the con-
cerned circles should refrain
from taking any rash steps,

Abdul Kader,
Purana Paltan, Dhaka.

Time to say
'Thank You'

It is time to say a proper
‘thank you' to the Sea-Angels,
the Royal Navy, the Japanese,
Fire Brigade Team, the Indian
Air Force, and all other who
came [orward with deep com-
passion to help the cyclone-
distressed people of
Bangladesh.

Particularly the role played
by the US Marines “Sea-
Angels” invoked the deepest
emotions of faith and hope in
the hearts of many Bangladesh.
But unfortunately, it seems, we
have not perhaps yet said a
proper "Thank You" to those
thousands of US Marines, who
had to forego their well-earned
home-leave and slog through
ln:;f hours of relief operation
under very difficult conditions.
It s now common knowledge
that without the assistance of
"Sea- Angels” at least one hun-
dred thousand more helpless
Bangladeshis struggling nst
nature on off-shore is s, al
ter the Super-Cyclone, would
have certainly perished.

Let the month of May be
remembered by all those
“survivors” and the whole of
Bangladesh for thank-giving to
all who came with open arms
and warm hearts to help us
survive. Our NGO "Sravan” pro-
poses to observe this occasion
in a way that will be befitting
our national image and at the
same time generate funds to
execute several field and re-

—

scarch projects to mitigate the
damages due to cyclone.
"Sravan” would like to spon-
sor thousands of 'thank you’
cards to be sent to each one of
the US Marines, and all others,
every year, for a few years.
Interested persons or firms
would be approached to spon-
sor such cards. The fund gen-
erated would be utilised for
some field projects and re-
scarch aimed at mitigation of
natural disasters and even
their prevention. We intend to
take advantage of your large-
circulation paper to dissemi-
nate our research findings to
the reading public of
Bangladesh. Let us hope that
such Initiatives NGO's her-
ald the start of effective public
participation in the "National
Strategy for Disaster

Management.”

Dr Mahfuzul Haq
Chairman, “Sravan,” Dhaka.

Agri graduates

Sir, With reference to my
recent letter published in this
column on the issue of the
unemployed Krishibids, |
would ltke to further suggest
the authorities to arrange ad
hoc appointments for agricul-
ture, livestock and fisheries
graduales L vacantl posts
as has been done in the case of
the medical graduatces.

We sincercly hope that the
democratic government will
urgently fill-up at least two
thousand vacant posts out of
existing 6000 with a view to
absorb the current agri-gradu-
ates thereby providing them
the opportunity to join in the
government s programmes

M Zahidul Haque
Assistant Professor,
Bangladesh Agricultural
College, Dhaka.
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mensions. All this could be
avoided (f the government
would, without further dilly
dallying, come out with a clear
statement on the Golam Azam

issue. Al it has taken an
U nconscio ly long time iIn
examining the legal aspects of

the question. Time to do so
and to declare the results is

fast running out.
Twas great fun when

we played cricket in

our school days In our
ancestral home in a village, |
discovered a cricket bat lying
idle. We had no proper cricket
ball, and no wickets The latter
we Improvised, and tennis
balls, shorn and smooth-
surfaced, were substituted for
the former. We played with
great gusto, innocent of the
cricket lore that seems to be

at every boy's fingertips these
days.

Cricket was never aban-
doned throughout my school
days. The break came when |
entered college. The sfon
was (transformed from a
player's to a viewer's role, and
it has remained at that.

Thanks to the limited overs
version of the game, and
thanks to TV, and all thanks to
the World Cup, the old passion
has returned. Even the relent-
lessly bloodthirs ftoes
cannot keep me watching
the game, of course on the TV
screen, Unfortunately, this |

cannot do in company. Being a

Aquino's allies.
The current presidential
aspirants, none of whom

scems to have caught the vot
ers imaginations, have made
this year's clections the gaudi-
est since the Philippines, a
former colony of the United
States, gained independence
in 19486,

Election primaries have
been marked by odd political
allances among former politi-
cal foes and split-ups of former
political bedfellows as most of
the politicians are driven by
their personal ambitions and
political expediencies.

Mrs Aquino's support for
Mr Ramos, who last against Mr
Mitra in the primary of the rul-

in of the Democratic
&m party, put her at

Congressman Jose “Peping”

Coju , and the families of
her h A
Congressman Cojuangco and

Mrs Aquino's brother-in-law
Senator Agapito Aquino are
supporting Mr Mitra.

elections also split the
Osmena clan in Cebu i
central Philippines. Cebu
Governor Emilio Osmena is
vice president of Mr Ramos
while his brother, Senator
John Osmena, is Mr Cojuang-
co's running mate. Former
Supreme Court Justice Mar-
celo Fernan, who is also from
Cebu, is Mr Mitra's running
malc.

The wide field of presiden-
tial aspirants and the entry of
Mrs Marcos in the eleclion
derby as well as of television
and movie stars seeking scals
in the 24-member Senate have
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Government Should Step in to Avert Confrontation

solitary waicher, | miss a
deal of the excttement

taken a

small of the house
site. he was lnj;,
playing cricket by and

boys on tennis courts have
sometimes turned out as
tennis players themselves. |
think | must watch out and
low the career of this boy,
neighbour and see how
shapes out during the next
or twelve years.

fol-
my

he
ten

Actors, Comedians Turn Philippine Polls into 'Vaudeville'

turned the polls Into a
vaudeville.
Mrs Marcos, who was

allowed (o return to the
Philippines in November aller
nearly six years of exile in the
United States, 1s fighting a
lonely battle to the presidency
which her late husband lost in
the
revolt,
Mrs Marcos, whom the gov-
ernment accused of helping
her late husband loot the
country during his 20-year rule
and of stashing away some US
$6 billlon in secret bank ac-
counts in Switzerland and
other countries, [afled to get
prominent politicians to sup-

1988 “"People Power”

port her candidacy.
In her campaigns, Mrs
::;c- the underdog and
herselfl 10 be as

poor as her audience, no mat-
ter il she is staying in the US
$2,000-day Imperial Suite of
the Philippine Plaza Hotel and

s to her campaign rallies in

ate-model Mercedes Benz
imousine.
Among the movie stars

secking seats in the Senale are
movie actor Ramon Revilla,
who often played the roles of
amulet- heroes, come-
dian and current Makati vice
mayor Augusto Pangan and
television comedian Tito Sotto,
the current vice mayor of sub-
urban Quezon City. About a
dozen more film starts have
announced their intention to
scck elections in the House of
Representatives and local gov-
ernment positions. Scnator
Estrada, a presidential bet, is
also a movie actor.

. — Depthnews Asia

UNESCO and Bangladesh

Mr S M Ali's column "My
World® has always been a
[avourite reading of mine and
the one on "Death of a
Newspaper; A Chinese for
Peasants; and Why Did

Miss Out on a grant
from UNESCO" published in
the Weekend Magazine on 20
March 1992, drew special at-
tention by way of being my
professtonal concern — that is
UNESCO.

Mr All in his feature ex-
pressed his worry by saying, "It
is worth finding out why no
media related o tion in
Bangladesh, especially BSS,
received any t, even a
modest one, from IPDC this
year — or perhnﬂ even last
year or in year before last.”
Being the Secretary of the
Bangladesh Natfonal Com-
mission for UNESCO | am
su to be able to explain
the situation better than any
one. | must also mention here
that I have been entrusted
with the responsibility of the
Commission since November
1988 and | will only give an
account of activities of last

three years.
In fact, Bangladesh put up a
project proposal named

Development of Film Training
Facilities at National Institute
of Mass Communication in
early 1980 and thus recefved a
financial allocation of US $
50,000 from UNESCO late that
year. TIH 1990 team from Paris
visited NIMC to supervise the
progress of work and provide
expert opinfon. As for other

rojects, we submitted one on

hall of the Press [nstitute of
Bangladesh for Equi t for
Training of Journalists and
Professional Publishers worth

US 8 61,135. This project was
initiated PIB Mr SM
Al happened to be the
UNESCO Regional
Communication Adviser in
Kuala Lumpur and was as per
his suggestion submitted to
the International Programme
for the Development of
Communication (IPDC) in July
1988. But in December 1989
Mr Claude Ondobo, Director,
IPDC expressed his regrets for
not being able to retain it for
the 11th session of the
Intergovernmental Council

scheduled in March 1990 in

Paris. However, the same pro-

ject was once more submitted

in August 1990 according to
his recommendation and we

are still awaiting decision.

May | alsc mention that
Bangladesh is an elected
member of IPDC since 1989
and Intergovernmental Council
meetings are being attended
by representatives of the
Ministry of Information -
larly. The last meeting ﬁh
happened to be the 13th ses-
sion, was held between 17 and
24 February 1992 in Paris and
was attended by a Joint
Secretary of the Ministry of
Information. Since my as-
sumption of this office | have
not recetved any project pro-
posal from BSS. But | can as-
sure that if proposals are
submitted, | shall do my besét
to get them through.

I hope this explains well
the status of h Natio-
nal Commission for UNESCO.

Secretary, Bangladesh
National Commission for
UNESCO
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