Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan Says

Left Spoke of Armed Struggle First

situation prevailing in
the country before the

start of the War of Independence, Abdul
Mannan Bhutyan, the Minister for Labour

and , said that the lcft -wing organi-

sations raised the slogan of armed struggle
for the independence of the country much

before others thought of 1t.

The Left realised that whether it was a

demand for autonomy or independence,
nothing would be achieved without armed
, the minister said.

Mannan Bhutyan, one time general

secretary of East Pakistan Students Union
(EPSU), was organising the peasants in
Narsingdi when the War of Independence
started. He was also then a member of the
politburo of the Communist Organising
Committee, a splinter group formed under
the leadership of Kazi Zafar Ahmed. The
other members of the politburo were Rashed
Khan Menon, Halder Akbar Khan Rono,
Sunil Loha, Mostafa Jamal Haider and
Haidder Anwar Khan Juno.

Mannan B said 1 most of the
Left groups had abandoned t
mass organisations inflluenced by the line
expounded by Charu Majumder at that time,
*l never gave up the politics of mass organi-
sations. | even had differences of opinion
with some of my colleagues on the issue,
Moreover, | believed that without the active
participation of people no struggle could
win.” ;

Defending further the ‘mass line’, Mannan
Bhutfyan said peasant movement is always a
part of the national movement. |

the national question to the peasants In -

terms of their situation®, added Mannan
Bhutyan.

Mannan Bhufyan said that this was the
reason for which the peasants of his locality
participated actively in the War of Liberation
and gave all out assistance to the freedom

HE 21ST DAY of the

non-violent and non-

cooperation movem-
ent pass last Monday.
Yesterday, Dhaka city again

politics of

XPLAINING the political By Mahfuz Ullah aghters.

Commenting on the dect-
sion of the National Awami
Party led by Maulana Bhasani to boycott the
clections of 1970, Mannan Bhulyan said,
“even if NAP participated the situation would
nol have been different,” because “"Awami
League was enjoying the people’s support.
For Sheikh Mujib it was a correct decision to
icipate in the election. Through election
wanted to prove that it was he with whom
the rulers of Pakistan should tiate, not
with anyone else. And we should not forget
the reality that the Bangalces always vote for
one party.”

Mannan Bhutyan further said that though
the Left organisations piloneered the ques-
tion of autonomy for ‘East Pakistan' but they
vacillated when the six-point programme was
launched and "Sheikh Mujib became the
symbolic leader of East Pakistan”.

Referring to the preparation for an armed
struggle, Mannan Bhuiyan said that during
those days of March (197]) they organised
volunteers from among the youths who were
given training on how to make explosives.
*But our emphasis was on politically con-
scious clements,” he added.

Commenting on the role of Awami
Leaguers in his locality Mannan Bhutyan
said that they wamﬂ{ to get the Awami
League workers in the p tory struggle
but “they were not there.” m reality was “in
my area they were not in a mood to fight,”
added the minister. Because, *if we look at
the events in retrospect we sec that AL was
negotiating with the Pakistan! rulers till the
last moment. fatled to understand the
writing on the wall. Awami League was think-

ing of a co :

Mannan Bhutyan further said that for the
same reason Mujib did not accept the slogan
of armed stru put forward by the leftists
*nor had he any mental preparation for any

armed struggle.”

Non-stop Non-cooperation

Colonel Osmany Tells Old Soldiers to
Stand behind Movement Led by Mujib

HE EX-SERVICEMEN

I of Bangladesh on Mon-

day demanded with-
drawal of Martial Law and
immediate transfer of power o
the majority party of the
country, reports APP.

AL a rally held a
Mukarram, ex-soldiers also
extended full support 1o the
non-violent, non-cooperation
movement launched by Shetkh
Mujibu
outlined the importance of
maintaining peace and tran-
quility in the rank and file of
the people for the success of
the movement.

In a resclution the meeting
directed the ex-servicemen to
maintain peace to safeguard
the lives and properties of dif-
ferent communities of
Bangladesh, keeping close
contact with the Awami
League volunteers. The rally
also called upon the ex-army-
men to help unarmed people
in sell-protection through or
ganising Action Committess in
every thana, sub-division and
district

Major General (rtd) M. |
Majid presided over the
meeting. Among others, the
meeling was adressed by
Colonel [rtd)] M.A.G. Osmany
and commander Abedin.

Col. (ret) M A G Osmany,
MNA-elect, in his speech; re-
called the great qualfties of pa-
triotism, determination and
valour exhibited by the ex-ser-
vicemen [rom Bangladesh
whilst serving in the Army,
Navy and Air Force, particu:
larly during the 1965 war

Baitul

r Rahman. The meeting -
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out in the capital city.
Especially, Baitul Mukarram,
Shaheed Minar, Newmarket,
Mirpur Road were filled up
with ;

As a matter of fact the wide
road from Newmarket to

. \ a Pakistani

the British outposts at the
Maldtves and other privileges
This Britain did in response to
request when

N ‘eylon rejected similar re

bir, Itekhar
' Chowdhury and
Dipak Kumar Karmakar
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when Bengalees established
un led records of val-
our in the face of odds in the
air, on land — tn the defence ol
Bedian-Kasur Sector coveri
the defences of Lahore — a

al sca
Describing ex-servicemen

as a greal national asset, he
pointed oul that at this crucial
hour ol our destiny, it was
their duty to stand solidly be-
hind the seven and halfl crores
of our people In the non-vio-
lent non-cooperation move-
ment led by Bangabandhu

Sheikh Muffbur Rahman.
~— The Pakistan Observer,
March 23, 1971

Maldives Islands Being
Used By Pakistan Forces
to Bring Troops to
Bangladesh.

ACCORDING to a well-in-
formed source in New Delhi,
Britain permitted Pakistani
warplancs and warships bound
for Bangladesh to use freely

All Roads Lead to Dhanmandi No. 32

melting in the heat. But
putting up with all these trou-
bles untold number of people

were passing roaring the
words of determination.
Transport service was
stopped in the afternoon from
Newmarket to Mo r.
The area from Shuk to

Road No 32, was full of people.
People could hardly enter No.
32 from Mirpur.

Yesterday, the declaration
of Bangabandhu was supported
by a meeting of Bangladesh
Christian Commitice. A pro-
cession was brought out after
the meeting.

Besides ,meetings and pro-
cessions were scparately held
by Dhaka Sellers’ Committee,
Australasia Bank, Eastern
Mercantile Bank, Commerce
Bank, Purba Bangla Bastuhara
Samiti, Standard Bank
Karmachari Union, S.A.M.
Account Samiti, P.I.A. Shramik

Parishad, E.P.1.D.C.

Shramik Union of Albert David
Institution and so on.
Processions were also brought
out in some arcas of the city
even at night.

—The Ittefaq
1971

March 23,

Continued Protests in
Land and Water
THE GROWING annoyance
of Bengalees has crossed the
limits of land and now vibrates
into the heart of rivers,

Kananbala Biswas, secretary of
Nabiganf Women's Awami

League under Narayanganj, or-

ganised a boat fon on
the river Shitalakhya as a

protest against the Pakistani

fon and an aflirmation

of their continued support to
the Tmo le's movement.

t rally started from

No. 1 Dhakaswari Mill and

travelled as far as Munshiganj.

On reaching Munshigan| the

Dhanmandi, looked like a rest-
less human sea. The sun light
of chaitra was scortching and
the pitch of the roads was

Krishi

Shramik Sangram Parishad,
Unnayan
Parishad, Mirpur Sangrami
Janata, Tatlors’ Association,

procession
Sangram

varous other locations.
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KUSHTIA : Poels, writers,
artists and intelligentsia of
Kushtia brought out a big pro-
cession in support of Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman's four-point
demands yesterday moming,
reports APP.

The processionists, reciting
poems and singing songs,
marched through main-roads
and visited Shaheed Minar
where they solemnly affirmed
to fight for the cause of

Later in the afternoon the
organisers held a public meet-
ing followed by a session of
‘Gano Sangeet’ at the Public
Library compound. Among
those who addressed the
meeting were professors
Mahtabuddin Sarker and A
Zafar and Mr Mahbubul Alam.

Speakers in _ identical
speeches pledged their full
support to Bangabandhu in his
struggle for our liberation from
exploitation.

Profl. Anwarul Karim in his
presidential speech said that
the present awakening was in
keeping with the glorious tra-

Led by Begum Sufia Kamal, the Mahila Parishad march through the streets of Dhaka,

dition of the people of Bengal.
— The Pakistan Observer

March 23, 1971

Jamalpur

EMPLOYEES of all cate-
gories of Provincial and Central
Government, semi-government
and autonomous bodies at a
meeting expressed solidarity
with struggle now under way,
under the leadership of Sheikh
Mujfbur Rahman.

Mr Imtiaz Zaved Sub-
Dividional Officer presided. In
the meeting a Sangram
Parishad of employeces was also
formed witht the Sub-
Divisional Officer and Circle
Officer (dev) as President and
Secretary respectively. As part
of their mme, all local
employces armed with lathis

out a procession and
main streets of local

Dingjpur

THE PEOPLE of the
Dinajpur district are observing
non-cooperation movement
peacefully for the s16th con-
secutive day in res to a
call given by Shetkh Mujibur
Rahman.

town.

The movement was
launched on March 2 in
protest against the postpone-
ment of the National Assembly
scssion. Black flag continue to
be hoisted atop all buildings

including government offices,

educational institutions, busi-
ness centres and vehicles. The
schools, colleges and govern-
ment offices were baycotted by
the students and employees.

A big procession was
brought out yesterday under
the auspices of district branch
of the Awami League, East
Pakistan Students Union
(Motia) and Purbo Bangla
Biplabi Chhatro Union jointly
which paraded the main
streets of the town.

The processionists who
carried lathis and other
weapons shouted slogans de-
manding fulfilment of the right
of the Benglees. Processionists
also demanded the transfer of
power to elected representa-
tives of the people and lifting
of Martial Law.

— The Pakistan Observer,
March 23, 1971.

National Assembly
Postponed Again

THE PRESIDENT of
Pakistan has decided 1o post-
pone the meeting of the
Natfonal Assembly called on
March 25, 1971, according to
an announcement made from
the President House, Dacca, on
Monday, reports APP.

The announcement said |,
“In consultation with the lead-
ers of both the wings of
Pakistan and with a view to [a-
cilitating the process of en-
larging areas of agreement
among the political parties,
the President has decided to
postpone the meeting of the
National Assembly called on
March 25, 1971".

— The Pakistan Observer,
March 23,1971.

" guests [rom the latter .

Last month, in protest of hi-
jacking and destruction of an
Indian aircraflt by Pakistani
people, India put restrictions
on any Pakistani Might over
India. As a result, all Pakistand
acroplanes have to travel by
rou the southern side of
the whole Indo-Pak subconti-
nent.

— Sangbad March 23,
1971

Support Liberation
Movement
of Bengal : C.P.]

ACCORDING to a Pakistan
news agency at New Delhi and
an English local daily newspa-
per. the Communist Party of
India [CP1) urged Indian peo-
ple 1o lend support and soli-
darity to the movement for
preserving national identity of
East Bengal people.

it was said in a proposal of
the central excutive commit-
tee of the party last Friday that
the recent mass-upheaval in
East Bengal has opened the
door to a bright future. But it

has also given birth to a new
cra as [ar as Indo- Pak relation-
ship is concerned

— Sangbad March 23, 197]

Bomb-blast at Rangpur
Again

RANGPUR, March 21- Last
night a bomb exploded at the
open compound of the local
college. Being terrified by the
sound of the bomb-blast, the
local inhabitants came out of
their houses. But, fortunately
none was injured by the biast.
It should be mentioned that
within the last week as many
as four bombs have exploded at

—The
1971

Ittefaq March 23,

Bhutto Wants
Tri-partite Deal

MR Z A BHUTTO empha-
sised on Monday the need for a
“tri- partite ment”™ be-
tween the “democratically
elected two majority parties”
and the armed forces for tid-
ing over the present political
crisis {acing the country

The Pakistan People's Party
chairman was addressing an
unscheduled press conference
in his hotel room in the late
evening shortly after returning

A Personal Account
The Day Gen. Majid Called

DHAKA SUNDAY MARCH 22, 1992

from the President Bhavan

Mr Bhutto said that the
President had apprised him of
the ‘general agreement ' be-
tween the President and
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. He
said that his party was now ex-
amining the terms of this
agreement. He said that his
party would strain every nerve
to arrive at an agreement lo all
in the greater interest of the
country

Mr Bhutto said that he
would have to consult his cen-
tral commitice on the gques-
tlon.

Mr. Bhutio told the news-
men that he had met the
President on Sunday evening
and again on Monday morning
He also mentioned that during
his meeting with the President
on Monday morning Shetkh
Mujfbur Rahman was also pre-
sent. "1 had a satisfactory

with Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman.” he said. "1 will wel-
come another meeting” he
added.

Mr Bhutto, replying o a
question, said that they were
working for both interim and
permanent arrangements.

~— The Pakistan Observer,
March 23,1971.

They advised the enltire

ineleen Sevenly-one.
Anti aircraft guns are
installed in and |

Bangalee ex-defence -
mlmﬁ::ndyhrm—

around Tejgaon airport.
Sporadic killing of Bengalees already started
by the Pakistani occupation army in the then
East Pakistan. Inspite of bolstering the
strength in garrisons, the cantonments ook
on an air of abnormal and grave calmness.

Ships loaded with arms-ammunition
started reaching Chittagong port from
Karachi. The local Biharis engaged them-
sclves o0 act as agents and nearest friends of
the Pakistan Army. The whole atmosphere is
charged with un-bearable suffocating. impa-
tience and uncertainty in length and breadth
of whole of East Pakistan. Blood of the
Bangalee defence & ex-defence personnel was
boiling to its highest degree.

At that crucial juncture Major General
(retd) M. .. Majid gave a clarion call to the
Bangalee ex personnel on March, 22,
1971. In response to his bold and historic
call on that day some thousands of Bangalee
ex-army, navy, airforce personnel responded
spontaneously.

They lined up themselves on white
straight lines made of lime infront of the
Baitul-Mukarram at 5 pm. Maj Gen Majid
standing on the topmost step of the southern
side of the mosque (North gate was not built
at that time), with microphone infront. The
then Col (Retd) M A G Osmani (who was

cial test. They were asked o
train up the students, labourers, peasants,
officials and all others. in operating/u
small fire arms and basic close mw
vigtlant 10 ight mercenary ps

L to t army, snatching
arms from their hands. ex-defence per-
lnl:;l:l took vow, they would not take rest
until that was driven out of
the soil nfﬁ-tw iy

The sea of human heads, the anxious
spectators gathered around the rally in horse
shoe shape. Some thousands of them took
place on the western side top of the stadium
also.
Though the gathering was huge, but there
was pindrop silence. They were attentively
and seriously looking at the faces of the
speakers with a hope of direction.
their voice with the ex-defence
in thundering “Allahu Akber”®, lead
the word "Narraye Takbir® uttered by Gen
Majid and Lt Cdr Abedin, the area was
shaken.

Gen Majid is no more with us. Some
Hn::‘l.l’t:r independence, he became the vic-
tim of the nces of physical torture
meted to him by brutal cccupation army,
during the Liberation War at his Fotulla resi-
dence,

The then Col. Osmani (later General) has
left forever. Fit Lt (Barrister] Khaltlullah

elected in 1970 as an Awami candi-
date to the National Assembly) took his posi-
tion as commander of the lined u 1.

The very short but fiery speec of Gen

Col. Osmani, and other organisers —

Lt.Cdr. Z Abedin, FIt.

Khalflullah, S. A. Hussain (now NGO

of direction.

adviser), Ashraf Ali (presently communication
officer Biman), Mahmudun Nabi (business
magnet) exerted ray of hope and some sense

Rest of the organisers of that rare rally
still alive with grey hairs. Lt Cdr Abedin is

lecave couple of blank
dence history pivoting

Lt. (Barrister) | now above BO.
Those also will be slipping away
from this world gradually. Will it be decent to

in the indepen-
round the forgotten

chapter of historic March 22 ?

Tf You Want to Stay
Alive, Leave Bengal',
People Tell Bhutto

THE STREETS in front side
of the Hotel Intercontinental,
where Eulﬂq:r Alf Bhutto is
staying, trem
of agitated people last Monday.
Enraged pecople burst Into
anti-Bhutto slogans as they
came in processions.

Every procession passin
through Minto Road an

Road lying beside
Hotel Intercontinental was
highly agaitated. Some of the
processions left
Intercontinental and went to
President Bhavan to show re-
sentment. People of proces-
sions used slogans ltke, *Kick
at Bhutto’'s Face, Make
Bangladesh I[ndependent”,
*YahYa-Bhutto, Beware",
*Bhutto, Leave Bengal, If You
Want to Stay Alive”,

The processions ap-
proached Hotel Interco-
nll:r:nul even though the
P was strictly guarded
armed men and lddlunnbzl
military men with sten guns
were seen there,

When Bhutto came back to
the hotel from president
Bhavan at noon, the number of
processions started increasing.
At this stage, three proces-

led with slogans - gans

sions were seen. Each proces-
sfon was reverberating with
anti-Bhutto and anti-YahYa slo-

By alternoon, besides the
rneudmm' slogans were also

from the vehicles pass-
ing by the Intercontinental.
The passengers of buses,
trucks, even E.P.R.T.C. double-
decker buses, stopping for a
moment near Hotel
Intercontinental, shouted slo-

gans and exhfbited resent-

ment.

The scene continued to be
visible until 10 at night. It is
worthy of mention that last
morning while Bhutto went to
the President Bhavan and
came back to the hotel, he
conifronted similar adverse
welcome of Bengall people. At
this hour, were seen (o
use slogans ltke, "Quit, Quit®

Boyoott Pakistani Goods

SWADHIN BANGLADESH
Shramik League Sangram
Parishad, Independent

Bangladesh Shramik League

Action Committee)] has urged
people of all classes to begin
Boycott of Pakistan-made
Goods Week from today
(Tuesday), 23rd March. Goods
produced in West Pakistan will
be abandoned this week.

Parishad has de-
manded the withdrawal of
non-Begalee soldiers f[rom
Bangladesh and return of

Bengalee soldiers from West

Pakistan. The Sangram
Parishad also called upon the
International Labour

tion (ILO) to co-oper-
ate with Bengalee reopl: ac-
tively in their liberation
movement. Sangram Parishad
urged the countries providing
arms to Pakistan to ensure
that the arms are not used

against Bengalee people.

If some reactionary factory-
owner wants to close his fac-
tory, then the Shramik Unions
of the factory should keep the
factory the Parishad in-
structed.

Parishad also in-
- the of labour-
ers to be aware of the secret
removal of goods from

Bangladesh

The convener of the
Kendriya Shramik Sangram
Parishad requested the
labourers to send to the cen-
tral office the name-lists of
volunteers.

—The lttefaq March 23,
1971



