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A NEW ECONOMIC POLICY IN OFFING

The Daily Star 4

AL Goes for Privatisation - But Much Work Lies Ahead

WHAT one should welcome most about the
draflt economic of the Awami League
(AL), announ on Thursday by party
President Sheikh Hasina, is the drive within

the organisation towards major rethinking on a

number of basic lssues the country.

As expected, the main us of the draft
policy is on the AL's switch from its commit-
ment to socialism to market economy and on
its covert rejection of state ownership in
certain sectors of Lhe economy in lavour of a
mixed system in which an ex g private
sector must compete with shrinking public
enterprises, on the basis of efficient man-
agement

However, authors of the draft policy, espe-
clally Shetkh Hasina, realise thaf a massive pri-
vatisation of the economy does not, by itself,
solve the country's problems. The rellance on
the private sector in the new context must
still backed by reforms in virtually all the
arcas, ranging from agriculture and land
tenure system to banking and [fiscal
institutions. Then, again. there is the need for
upgrading the infrastructural development in
which the state must take a leading role.

This may be one of the rare occasions when
the organisation has taken a view of such a
wide spectrum, taking full advantage of consul-
tations with re tatives of the private sec-
tor as well as with some noted economists of
the country.

If we commend what, at the moment. looks
like an outward looking approach adopted by
the AL leadership, especially by Shetkh Hasina,
in the formulation of the economic policy for
the organisation, it has also been
noted that the whole presentation of the draft
economic policy on Thursday and later a can-
did exchange between the party president and
some senior journalists were refreshingly free

[rom recriminations against ruling parties,
past and present. For once — one did not
assume that it was a passing phase _the AL
leadership was talking in the language of a
responsible opposition, an alternative
government, that was committed lo carrying
out wide ranging reforms.

However. 1t is quite possible that the ac-
commodating position taken by the AL leader
ship largely stemmed from its defenstve atti-
tude on its departure from its long-held com-
mitment to socialism. One sensed it when, In
the very first question after she had just fin-
ished reading the text of the draft policy,
Sheikh Hasina was asked why her organisation
had moved away from socialism. In her reply,
the AL President talked about the need to ad-
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just to the ‘changes on the global scene.” and
thus stopped short of admitting that the policy
of nationalisation, introduced by the Awami
administration soon after liberation,
had fafled to work in the way it was expected.
Meanwhile, other leaders sitting on the main
table, ltke Abdus Samad Azad and Sajeda
Chowdhury, whispered some additional nts
to their President, which were pullttgﬂ:ﬁ-
nored. Here was a proof, If one was n
that the absence of someone with a back
ground in economics, among the front-ranking
lcaders, has left a vacuum at the AlL's decision-
making level. The situation cannot be reme-
died just by Sheikh Hasina using the advisory
services of Prol. Rehman Sobhan. Indeed, the
work of reshaping a new economic policy for
AL — one that will make or break the organisa-

L]

tion — calls for the setting up of a whole sec-
tion of experts, much more than whatever
help a few advisers can provide from the back-
ground
Herein lies the most {important challenge
[acing AL. On Thursday, Shetkh Hasina pre-
sented what can best be described as the
basic guidelines of a proposed new economic
policy of the organisation. A lot of work
remains to be done on each item of the
roposed policy. No longer a gquestion of
rmulating a charter of five-point, seven-point
or ten- t demands, the organisation is now
obliged to find economic and financial
justification for each reform it has proposed in
the draft policy. It has to be done with the
help of facts and [gures, against the

HOME: AND ABROAD

ALl

background ol past [aflures and conflicting
options. This also means specific issues must
scparately, instead of lumped

be tackled
together under some ambiguous general
categorisations

A few examples can be cited. What kind of
policy for reforms is AL In favour of ?
What is the isation’s answer to

faced by the so-called sick industries? How far
would the organisation go in the introduction
of reforms in the sector, without the

H-ngl.ndah Bank assuming too big a

role? And, finally, how would an AL- gov-
ernment, approach the country's relationship
with aid and donor nations on the
question of condftionalities?

The Awami n-y-tllﬁtlmtdu
answer these and other - questions vote -

catching easy solutions with the so-called soft
options. The |eadership should resist such a
temptation. Instead. it should present the
cpuntry, especially its own rank and file, with a
realistic picture of the imits and constraints
and talk of hard options For instance, it s
better to propose a new rural credit policy that
is designed to help the poorest of the poor
than to offer 1o write off cutstanding agricul-
tural loans. Again. there may be a way of
providing new incentives to Bangladeshi
workers abroad to remit their earnings
through official channels rather than via
unofficial HUNDI route.

It will be good for the May Counctl Meeting
of Awami League to debate these tions and
lhulprrpln:tlur-nku!dﬂltgrthtﬂ-.l-
lenges facing not just the organisation but also
the country as a whole. True, some of the chal-
lenges result from efther poor performance or
faflures of successive administrations, inchad-

the present one. But other chal are

rent in the situation, for which no single
government can be blamed.

The success of the Council meeting
depends on the preparation of the AL leader-
ship and indeed, if one can put it without be-
ing offensive, on its learning experfence on
economic issues. In months, #t should
involve itselfl in more closed door discussions
with economic experts and representatives of
the private sector, organise some research
studies and hoid open seminars on problems

the country. Whether all these moves
will help the Awami to win the next
election. we do not know. But they will cer-

tainly help in mstitutionalising the role of the
opposition in parllamentary democracy and
adding a new dimension to the pdlitics of

Bangladesh.

the fact that such reiteration will help

us to

consolidate the process in our country. We are

happy to learn about President Bush's
commitment for continued economic and food
aid to Bangladesh. This commitment is lly
welcome in view of the fact that we feared, along

*with many other developing countries, that the
uantum of US assistance will decrease foll
the break-up of the former Soviet Union an

tuming

of East Europe
Given such developments,

towards market eco :
it was naturally

thought that US assistance will travel towards
that direction at the expense of the need of

countries
assurarnce,

like Bangladesh. President Bush's
at least, removes that uncertainty.

As for the immediate future, we welcome the
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government's clear condemnation

of the

carried out by the Myanmar

overnment on the minority Rohingya people.
Eresldcnl Bush has also taiLd abt:u?'cx&ncﬂ.ng

full su
the ai

come the statement of suppo

that the

Bangladesh in bring
diplomatic pressure on the M
to negotiate a solution to this

port to the UNHCR's efforts to come to
of the Myanmar refugees. While we wel-

rt. it is also clear
United States will have to help
about the necessary

overnment
political and

humanitarian problem. As our Prime Minister has

repeatedly
solution to

the military

said that we wish to have a peaceful
the Rohingya problem. It is our wish
government of Myanmar were made

to realise the isolated position in which their

state policy of oppressi
placed them. In this regard. the United

have

States government could assis
impressing
countries the importance of put

the Myanmar government to settle

US can also convey

concern 1o

to enjoy considerable

ups of the

their ethnic minorities

Bangladesh
upon the government of the AS
pressure on
is issue. The

a similar sentiment and

the Chinese government, who aﬂpear
uence among the lﬁl;-
Myanmar milit junta, to stop the

atrocities and take back the refugees with a

uarantee of their democratic
own, Bang

hts. is alrea
ladesh is mttrtslt-lcgd in am cll:yf

the Security Council. US support will be critical
for such a move to succeed.

We are still to get a detailed report of the dis-
cussion between our PM and US President. As we
await the details, we feel confident the close re-

latinnsh?

between our two countries will be

greatly advanced as a result of this visit Begum
Zia to the United States. o
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Rise in Wife-bashing
From 1988 to 1991, about 16 thousand new
brides have been burnt or committed suicide by

buming in cases invo
commitments in India,
supposed to be in force in in that country

1961. And

government is reportedly goin
amend existing
down both dowry

non-fulfllment of dowry
owry Prevention Act is
since
yet this state of affairs! The Indian
very soon to
laws in a way designed to bring
payments and suc

The problem is not unknown in Ba adesh.
More and more brides are being killed all over
Bangladesh in violences involving d which in

effect means far worse than selling a girl. In

dowry cases not only girl doesn't have any

all, she is

value at

moreover an interminably act in-

strument of extortion and blackmail. It is not
nnlL the degradation brought upon the girl by
making one agree to take her on payment ol cash

and kind, it is more importantly the life she en-

ters after a

crime, a gross violation

dowry marriage is an outright social
human rights and an

abject crime against humanity. The lot of the first
slaves taken from Africa to the Americas,
narraled so well in Uncle Tom’'s Cabin., were

perhaps somewhat better than that of a dowry

There is,
of torture in the two countries, depen
on the difference In taste and tra
Tagore's 'Strir Patra'’ Mrinal

death, in

straightway

wife.
however, a difference between ways
largely
tion. ile in
burns herself to
Bangladesh brides are murdered

the husbands, or the in-laws, or

both. It Is still fresh in our memory that a -

nant newly

married wife, in her attempt to

from unbearable bcau.nijumpcd into the house-
us

pond, where her h

stoned her

and and his brothers
into drowning. And there is no end to

such stories. And these are growing both in fre-
quency and in cruelty.
The report from India, published in The Dalily

Star of Thursday. has a very interesting
should apply in our cases of wife-ba
equal force,

int that
ing with

if not more. The report quotes social-

Ists as finding a correspondence between the rise
in such murders and the rise of consumerism.

The crime

of the bride who was stoned to

drowning was only that she could not bring in
from her impoverished father a cassette-player

Can law arrest this march

of 1nhuman1iy‘?

~ Alone? What can we do in Bangladesh to sto

spouse-murder
be approaching the problem more socially

by the hundreds? We must
than

legally, We must find effective ways and means for
mobilising society in this cause.

Chiluba Seeks the Light at the End of the Tunnel

by Derek Ingram in London and Victor Zaza and Fred Cela in Lusaka

At the end of his first 100 days as President of Zambia Frederick Chiluba flew to London and
Washington to see what help he could get to put his country back on its economic feet. He
got a warm welcome and promises of debt relief and other help. But he faces a race with
time if he is to keep the confidence of the people who voted him in last October.

EAT and twinkly Fred-

erick Chiluba is a tiny

man with a gigantic

task. Somehow he has to put

debt-ridden, run-down ia

back on to the relatively

prosperous road it was

travelling along in the early
days of independence.

Just about everything is
against him, not least a $8
billion foreign debt. Every
Zambian, the new President
reminds his listeners, owes
nearly $1,000.

One hundred days after
ousting President Kenneth

Kaunda in multi-party elec- B
tions he has just made his first Y/,
foray to London and .‘
Washington to see what help | |

he can find to buttress his
newly democratic state. Both
Prime Minister John Major
and President George Bush
offered Zambia debt relief and
other help.

In London he promised in
his [irst s h that there
would be no reneging on
commitments "nor any silly
pretence of thinking you can
simply wash away your debt
commitments,”

But he added: "Unless the
international community helps
our cash flow while we exert
ourselves to the utmost, a
young democracy could easily
decompose into social strife

and [ratricidal feuds.”

"People have limitations.
You can ask them to die a little
for better future prospects, but
unless there is some light at
the end of the tunnel appeals
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FREDERICK CHILUBA
A tennikly Prescdent

to their reason can casily be an
excrcise in futility.”

Chiluba is one of the new
breed of African leaders. He
has a delightful sense of hu-
mour, reminiscent of the style
(if not the policies) of former
President Julius Nyerere of
Tanzania, and no hangups
about the colonial past.

When he spoke to a packed
house at the Commonwealth
Trust in London he actually put
in a good word for the former
British rulers — at the risk, he
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said, ol being lynched by
Alrican radicals who contend
that “"coloniallsm must never
be culogised, even most inad-
vertently.”

He said the British had ar-
ranged a rather orderly han-
dover in 1964 — “nol only did
they leave a semblance of ad-
ministration, but also quite
good reserves ecstimated at
£500-800 million.”

If he ecxpecls some debt
reliel, he is quick to say,
unusually, that the developed
countries "owe us nothing.” He
adds, however, that "they have
a duty to move along with us to
ensure new democracies donot
crumble.” Zambia also desper-
ately needs investment and is
now doing all it can to make it
attractive.

Democracy, Chiluba points
out, is expensive. He is giving

Zambia the British system of a

“loyal opposition.” The succes-
sor to Kaunda, who has
resigned as |leader of the
formerly all-powerful United
National Independence Party,
will get a salary, office, car and
other assistance as the official
Leader of the Opposition, on
the Westminster model. All
that, explains Chiluba, costs

money.
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Rohingyas

Sir, Reports passing [rom
various authentic sources re-
vealed that in Arakan of Burma
exploitation repression, dis-
crimination, atrocities and op-
pression along with numerous
other crimes and injustices in
many Covert and overt forms,
have been carried out for a
long lime against the Ru:whh'lﬁ..-e
yas (Arakanese Muslims) by

Letters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

of
elementary liberties, freedom,
particularly ethnicity and
entity.

A concerted action by the
United Nation Security Council
the US and other powerful

and [lagrant denial

states is required to help these
unfortunate human beings

(Rohingyas) and ensurc their
repatriation to their own coun-

iy

Burmese military regimes in  p kamal

long drawn conspiracy with Momin Road tagong.
racist Arakanese Magh chit

BH ey World trade centre

The anti-Rohingya elements
both inside and outside, the
government offices in Rangoon
and Arakan are determined to
fulfil their sinister design of
liquidating the Muslims and
transforming Arakan, which is
the permanent land of the
Rohingyas, into a land only of
Maghs who have been co-exist-
ing for generation in the multi-
ethnic area, Arakan is, admit-
tedly, a Muslim majorily region
which is geographically, histo-
rically ethnologically and cul-
turally dominated by Rohingyas
since the beginning of the 6th
century AD.

Those who have taken and
are taking shelter in Bangla-
desh have woelul tales to tell.
It s a genocide, "a total des-
truction of a nation as a whole".
Protection of human rights and
fundamental frecedom is an
issuc of considerable concern
for the internatfonal commu-
nity. It is a provision of the
United Nation charter in clear
and unequivocal terms. The
problem created by the Bur-
mesc government {s not only
humanitarian but a political
one, because it constituled as
much violation of human rights

Sir, In press reports earlier
we came to learn that a build-
ing would be constructed on
the corner plot opposite
Sheraton llotel and Sakura
market to house the pro
World Trade Centre. No doubt
it was a good move. After ob-
scerving the recently concluded
textile exhibition | with some
friends have come up with the
idca of an alternate site for the
proposed centre. The venue of
the textile exhibition will be a
better site for a trade centre,
This may be a permanent site
for all exhibitions and semi-
nars rclated to trade. For bet-
ter understanding similar
centres at Singapore and Seoul
may be compared,

This site made available by
shifting the old Tcjgaon
Airport will be spacious and
w-l]rahavf plenty of parking
space. Movement [rom all
parts of the city will be con-
venient il any big show is held
al this place. On the other
hand, even a small gathering at
the Minto Road junction will
cause inconvenience to the
guests at Holel Sheraton as
well as to the VIP inhabitants

of the locality. Parking of visi-
tors’ vehicles can cause
calamity to the traffic situation
on the busy road.

A permanent trade centre
with facilities for exhibition
space, both indoor and outdoor
will be beneficial to local and
foreign businessmen who at.
times would like to exhibit
their products and to see what
others have to oller. However,
the point is already home as a
decision to have a trade centre
was Llaken.

The land thus made surplus
can bc ulilized to constrycl a
high-risc apartment block for

_government [unctionarics,

M A llag
Wesi Rajabazar, Dhaka.

Appreciation

Sir, Like many olther read-
ers, | read the article The
Universe within the Universe
written by Ms Shireen Bar
with great interest. She has a
facile pen and the ability to
present a difficult subject with

lucidity in a concisc form.

My attention has also been
drawn by a letter lo the Editor
ntitled 'Author of a famous
ook’. It has been rightly

| pointed out that the author of

'Alice in Wonderland' Is indeed
‘Lewis Carrol' bul his real name
is Charles Lutwidge Dodgson
and the name 'Lewis Carrol is
a psecudonym. In private lile he
was a lecturer of Mathemalics
at Oxford.

Ataul Hag
Gulshan, Dhaka

House of Lords
Sir, In the interesting arti-
cle on the British House of
Lords, appearing in Thursday's
per, | had expected mention
of the only peer from the
Indian sub-continent, Lord
Sinha of Raipura. He was also
the only Indian to hold a posi-
tion in the British Cabinet as
an Under Secretary. le was
also the first Indian Governor

of a province, that of Bihar.

Akber Kabir
Komorpur, Faridpur.

It is also a t which
post-colonial Africa has till
now rejected as too difficult to

lant on African sofl. Chiluba
lieves Zambia should try ft.

The changes he intends to
made in Zambia are radical —
delinking political parties from
government and making them
pay lor themselves, putting the
copper mincs up E: sale —
Anglo-Amcrican Corporation
arc coming back in — ensuring
rcpatriation of profits, and re-
forming the parastatals.

He is setting up a trade
mission In South Africa.
Chiluba is scathing about past
Zambian policies of doing
business with Pretoria while
prolessing to impose sanc-
tions. He says: "Why go like
Nicodemus, at We look
on South Alrica as an unavoid-
able case.” :

At a summit in Lusaka of the
Prelerential Trade Area
Authority (PTA) he clashed
with Uganda's President
Yoweri Museveni on South
Africa. Chiluba said countries

in the n could no longer

afford to sit back and wait. He
added: "Their influence is real.
Even in the bitterest days of

apartheid many of our mem-
bers were never in a position

OPINION

HBFC: Another Side of the Picture

This refers to the commen-
tary by Dr Abu Ahmed pub-
lished in The Daily Star of 15
February. It i{s perhaps true
that only a quarter of the HBFC
loanecs pay their instalments
regularly, and another quarter
docs not pay at all. Non-pay-
ment of loan amounts has be-
come a rcgular phenomenon
and the only thing the authori-
ties have becen doing against
defaulters is to encourage
them to pay by wailving inter-
csis or even of the princi-
pal amounts. Either our law is
inadequate or defective to deal
with such delaulters or maybe
there are weak points [or
which the authorities are re-
luctant to go to the court. But,
then, what treatment is being
received by those who are law-
abiding? It appears that the au-
thoritics are very particular to
sce that the ‘rules’ are applied
to the letter and spirit in their
cascs only. With apology, |
would like to give an example
of my own case (with figures
and dates to facilitate calcula-
tion and understanding.)

| was granted a loan of Tk
3.35,000 reccivable In [ive In-
stalments starting from 1-11-
B4 (loan A/C 17012-General). |
received four instalments in
time, but | did not receive the
last instalment for long ten
months (after applying for it},
because my file was reportedly
missing.

| moved from one
table to the other, met oflicers
at different levels, but the
‘missing file’ could not be
traced. Finally, | saw the MD
and al his interference, | got a
cheque dated 2.2.86 within
3/4 days.

But to my surprise, it
wns discovered that the [inal
chct,ur dated 13.6.85 was ac-
tually rcady more than seven

to stop trading with South
Africa.” Museven! said the time
had not yet come o trade with
Pretoria.

Chiluba's first 100 days have
been [ar [rom smooth. He had
promised a small cabinet, so
when he appointed one 25-
strong against Kaundas 18 he
came under fire. He promised
a free press, but his Minister
of Information, the Rev Stan
Kristafor, began dictating what
should be beamed on the elec-
tronic media.

He had to stop demolition
of {liegal structures in Lusaka
which was leaving hundreds
homeless.

He had to set up a commis-
sion of inquiry into a road ac-
cident in which his Vice-
President was Injured and
aide-de-camp killed. And he
conceded some parastatal ap-
r;tnln:nu by ministers had

n

Chiluba has, however, taken

some startling stcps — remov-
ing the maize subsidy, abolish-

ing the government nsion
lcfiemc which fallen rs
including Kaunda were to re-
celve, ng possession ol the
huge complex put up as UNIP
hcadquarters which he said
was built with public funds.

months, but as the [ile was
missing (?), it could not be de-
livered. And also because thal
cheque lost its validity (after 6

months), a new cheque was is-
sucd. =

But whilc calculating the
lump sum intcrest (which is
usually for the period between
the dates of recetving the first
and the last instalments plus
the period up to the date when
repayment starts), t con-
sidered 2.2.86 as the date for
disbursement of last instal-
ment, and not 13.6.85. As a re-
sult, a sum of about Tk
27000/= was over charged as
lump interest. | made repre-
scntations to the MD, the fi-
nance secretary and the then
finance minister (one after the
other), exp the fact that
the delay in receiving the last
instalment was not due to my
fault in any way, and as such, I
may be exempted from pay-
ment of this extra amount of
interest,

But finally a reply
came [rom the HBFC quoting a
resolution of the Board of
Directors to the effect that "as
per the contract, the HBFC (s
not responsible for any delay in
payment of loan instalments”,

What a strange logic! A loanee
has to pay the penalty for
lapses of the HBFC! | then
made an appeal to the
President on 10.8.87 which
was duly acknowledged from
the President's Secretariat, but
the only thing they did was to
scnd it to the HBFC for
'disposal as per rule'. | sent a
reminder after one year (11-8-
88), bul that also brought no

reply.

| again sent a represen-
tation to Lhe principal finance
sccrelary on 30-1-91 (when
the interim rnment was in

office). This time, of course, a
reply came [rom the HBFC just

His first budget was scen as
well thought out, but the min-
ers were not impressed with
tax relief measures.
Devaluation of the kwacha by
30 per cent means imporiers
will pay more heavily than
ever and pass on Lhe costs o
the consumer. Fuecl have
risen by 30 per cent, bus fares
by 50 per cent. Beer is up 30
per cent.

On top of all this the pro-
longed drought which has hit
the whole of Southern Africa,
will devastate this year's crops,
involving heavy Imports of
food.
As for Kaunda, who bowed
out after his eclection defeat
with good grace, he says he
has quit politics and will de-
vote his life to the promotion
of giobal peace. The aftermath
of his fall been bitter.

The government-owned
news that once champi-
oned his cause, reflected: “He
will be remembered as a man
who didn't know when his
time was up. In later he
was Intensely ha by the
majority and it was the dan-
gerous kind of hatred where
people smile when sce

but insult you
i — GEMINI Hg:;

DEREK INGRAM (s editor of
Gemini News Service. VICTOR
ZAZA is a Jreelance journalist
based in Lusaka and FRED
CHELA s editor of Media
Services Africa, a small inde-

pendent newsagency.

quoting the same old resolu-
tion of the Board of Directors,
and cxpressing their inability

to do anything.

This is not the end of the
story. In their letter dated
8.5.86 | was informed by the
HBFC that | have to pay a lotal
lump interest of Tk 44,540/15
for the period between 1-11-
84 and 28.2.86. Accordingly, |
started repayment while my
representation to the authori-
ties continued. In 52 monthly
instalments, | made a total re-
payment of Tk 1,96,049/93,
but to my utter surprise, I
again detected that HBFC had
deducted (from the amount
paid) Tk 85, 137/21 as lump
interest, Tk 44,736/13 as
normal interest, Tk 72/23 as
pcnal interest and only Tk
66,104/36 as the principal
amount.

| saw one of the offi-
cers of the HBFC with a writ-
len represcntalion. He was
kind cnough to go through all
the records, and allowed a re-
fund of Tk 27,5563 /= thus mak-
ing the lump interest Tk
57,648/= but the date for
starting repayment was pushed
back by one month. t is,
the amount of lump interest
was recalculated at Tk
57,684 /= and date for starting
repayment at 1-56-88 (instead
of 44,540/15 and ]-4-86
respectively as communicated
to me through their letter
dated 8-5-86).

The stion is what did |
gain by being regular and law-
abiding? Maybe that | have
been unwise, and possibly
should have joined the so-
called ‘wellare association' of
the defaulters.

Prof K A Lauf




