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In Quest of a Raison d'Etre

by Fayza Haq

"Manush" was a studio theatre production at
*La Calerie”, Banani. It was written and di
rected by Mamunur Rashid and acted out by
the Naa Dal. The plot had the story
of an was politically and socially
conacious. A freedom fighter during the war ol
liberation he was disillusioned after the war
and was confined to a mental hospital, from

which he to be sheltered first by a
fisherman and then by a prostitute
Shandharani.

JJ“ so involved in Shandharani that he
to escape with her 1o the city. There
he sought shelter with his younger brother , a
professional terrorist. Overwhelmed the
emotional attachment of the two . the brother

been acting on stage since she was a child. She
said she had a gap of 10 years on TV, since her
son was bormn, although she continued on stage.
Her favourite TV productions were “Shukher
Upoma”, "Shamprotik® and "Drishti Dan™."]
really enjoyed being a prostitute. | have been a
prostitute before on TV and a short film. | rel
ish other roles too such as being a maid or a
doctor.] like any role that is different from
what | am in real life You must understand the

character in order to portray it well .
Rehearsing lines well is  also a must,” Delly
sauid

The assistant director Azad Abul Kalam, who
also played "Johnny" with flamboyance, has
done ten stage plays He has been acting since ’

permitted them to
stay in his house for
a few days.

Shandharani and the

protagonist decide
to get married but
she missed her old
life with its laughter
and joy. Meanwhile
the pimp who
hovered around the
heroine tracked her
to the city with

Johnny, the who
served her, and took

the help of a corrupt

police inspector. could be done with
In last scene a small caste and a
one saw Shandhar- | P simple set in pro-
ani p her dueing the play.
selfl for her new life ; Dolly Zahur and Mannan Heera in "Manush® Mannan , who has
but up in the acted for 12 years
broil between the police inspector who  has written plays which have been acted in |
wanted to drag her back to the life of shame, the form of street theatre. He had translated
and the student activist who wished to save "Coriolanus” too. "It had an enormous caste
her from that fate. In an exchange of bullet and was very expensive.You can find
shots the helpless ex-prostitute came 1o her similarities in the characteristics of the
ghory end. his and Corfolanus,” he commented.
In a play that held up the corruption of our Arizul Hakim played the younger brother of
society; the standard of the acting was fairly the hero, who was involved in student move-
ﬂ. It was [ascinating how a tale that spread ments. | enjoyed playing the role of the ter-
a to a fisherman's boat and then rorist in the University campus,” he remarked.
moved on a prostitute’s den before expanding With a master's degree in Political Science, he
further into the life ‘in the city, was all pre- works in an advertising firm.
sented with hardly any stage props, with only a Fazlur Rehman, who had the dual roles of
divan to be seen. There were few dim lights the fisherman who first aided the protagonist
and nets were thrown in to lend mystery. and then Momin Daroga, and ex-police inspec-
There was no distance between the actors and  tor, has been acting for 15 years. He has taken
the audience . There was no such thing as an  part in 20 different plays.”l| may play small
actual stage. Yet you had all the delights of a parts but | think all parts are important. | en-
well thought out theatre production. joyed playing the innocent fisherman as well as

Talking to Mamunur Rashid , the brains be-
hind the play, one realised that he had been

B ___5::.'
g
i

"Nanka

B84, taking part in
plays like Shakes-
pearc’s "Corilolanus”
and Oley Sowenky's
works. “Imagination
is the most impor-
tant factor in acting

Next comes body
language,” Azad
commented.

Mannan Heera .
who was "Afaz" the
pimp, said that his
group , “Aranyak
Naateya Dal”
wanted to sec what

the tout. ". His [avourite pieces of acting were
la® and "Shomotor”. He is a banker

working for the the stage and TV for the last by profession and says he will abandon this job
20 years. "The play is about the ideals and if he can make a livelihood by acting. Syed
dreams of the people,” he commented . "Why  Musharaf , similarly, played dual roles, that of
do | like acting ? How can | explain__ it is in- a police and again a [riend of the hero, He
stinctive. None of us in the play have a proper works as a medical representattve for a I:Mns.e
schooling In ac Everything has been on The theme of the play-- man being under
private effort and individual drive. It took us intense stress and strain -- is quite topical. In
two months to produce this play and some- the play the protagonist comes across different
Hines racticed e wikole d This | situations and looks for someone he can com-

o w o g8 5 MY municate with. In his quest through society he
tenth stage play, and | believe that one can h":_“ does finally get someone. But his dreams do
good actor only through continuous prac- 6t materialise. This bittersweet may
tice, "he said. \ have been a bit melodramatic but it was mov-

Dolly Zahur . who played Shandharani . has

ing.

ADB aided projects reviewed

36.75 pc of total fund
utilised till Sept

Redundant official proce-
dure of project scheming and
awarding work contract be-
sides low fund disbursement
ratio are hindering smooth
implementation of ADB-aided

projects in the country, re-
ports UNB

This was evident at a high-l

level review meeting here on
the Asian Development Bank
(ADB)-assisted projects |ast
week.

Held at the Economic
Relations Division (ERD), the
meeting reviewed' recommen-
dations of the Country Project
Review Mission (CPRM) of
ADB, which visited esh
September 16-23 last year.

The meeting identified de-
lay in contract awarding and
auditing of financial state-
ments, outdated contract pay-
ment ure as serious bot-

in this regard.

The review meeting found
that only 36.76 per cent of
the total 255 million US dollar
contract award under ADB-
alded in the country
was utilised till September last
year.

Slow-pace tender process-
ing was the main cause of delay
in giving contract for project
implementation, the meeting
observed and thought the cur-
rent drift would have very ad-
verse impact on this year's
disbursement.

Such delay has also caused
cost escalation in some cases,
posing extra burden on scarce
resources, the meeting noted.

It also noted that submis-
sion of annual audited state-
ment for the Bank-aided pro-
jects had shown "a deteriorat
ing trend”.

The review meeting urged
the Office of Audit, Foreign-
Aided Projects (OAFAP), to
prepare an action plan to work
out a time schedule with the
line ministries and executing
agencies for obtaining financial
data from them. .

The meeting further re-
viewed observation by CPRM of
ADB on wide variations in con-
tract payment procedures
among government cles
concerning modalities of ac-
cepting consultant certifica-
tion of contract billing

The meeting advised
Implementation, Monitoring
and Evaluation Department
(IMED) of the Planning
Ministry for a reappraisal of
the procedure to remove re-

dundancy in codal provisions
slowing down payment and
exposing the government to
risk of claims.

The meeting noted with
concern that annual disburse:
ment ratio (DR} of loan [rom
the pipeline was on the de-
cline.

The DR for the last year was
16.3 per cent against 21.8 in
1990 and 22.6 per cent in
1989.
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Prof Nurul Islam
dead -

RAJSHAHI, Mar 21];
Professor Nurul Islam of the
Applied Physics Department of
Rajshahi University died of
heart attack at the Diabetic

Hospital in Dhaka Friday
evening. He was 62, report
UNB.

He was buried at the
Rajshahi University graveyard
after Zohr prayer today.

He left behind two daugh-
ters and two sons besides a
host of relatives and friends to
moum his death.

Death condoled

The Employees Association
of Bangladesh University
Grants Commission Saturday

condoled the death of the
Director of Institute of
Scientiflic Instrumentation

(1S}, Prof M Nurul! Islam.

In a condolence mecting
held at the auditorium of the
commission, the members of
the association recalled the life
and works of late Prof M Nurul
Islam and said with his death
the country had lost a noted
educationist and dedicated
scientific research worker.

The chatrman of the com-
mission Prof M Shamsul Hugq,
Member Prol Mohammad Ali
and Prol Musharrafl Hossain
were present at the meeting.

Violence tarnishes
teachers’ image,
says Hasina

Awami League President
Sheikh Hasina Friday said de-
spite her party's coopecration,
the government has failed to
crush terrorism on the cam-
puses, reports UNB._

Hasina, also the Leader of
Opposition in Parliament,
made the remark at an [fiar
Party she hosted for University
lcachers at her official Minto
Road residence.

‘It is clear as daylight that
none can carry or usc illegal
arms without patronisation of
the government”, she said.

Expressing concern al the
exisling situation at diflerent
universities, Hasina said "we
want terrorism-free campus”.
Unabated terrorism not only
hampers higher education but
also tarnishes the image of
teachers, she added.

The Iftar Party was at-
tended, among others, by
Vice Chancellor of Bangladesh
University of Engineering and
Technology Dr. Mohammad
Shajahan, Prof, Salauddin
Ahmad ; Dr. Anisuzzaman, Dr.
M. Akhtarurzzaman, Dr. Aminul
Islam, Prof. Abdul Mannan
Chowdhury. Dr, Ershadul Bari,
Dr. Mashiuzzaman. Dr.:
Mahtabuddin, Abdul Momin
Chowdhury, Dr. Mohammad
Shajahan, Dr. Bazlul llaq
Khandaker, Dr. Rangalal Sen,
Dr. Syed Ahmad Khan, Dr. AK
Azad Chowdhury, Dr. Mansur
Musa, Dr. Harunor Rashid,
Prof. Nurul Islam, Dr. Abedin
Siddique, Dr. Mashfur Rahman,
Dr. Moin Chowdhury, Dr.
Jaheda Ahmad, Dr. Begum
Tahmida, Dr. Rahela Banu and
Dir. Iapb Humayun.,

@ Sunday

Morning Session
10.15 am Opening announce-
ment
10.30 am 5th World Cup
Cricket :South Africa

vs England
Evening Session
5.10  News In Bangla
5.20 Recitation from the
B{ble
5.50 Mahey Ramzan
6.30 Chharai Chharai Lekha
Para '
7.05 Tagore songs
8.00 News in Bangla
8.30 Documentary :
Probaha
9.00 Drama series ; Oshin
10.00 News in English
10.30 Chhalyachhanda
11.15 Khabar/The News
- 11.26 Monday's programme 4
s
| 11.30 Closing

UNDP, UNFPA
assistance
assured

The administrator of United
Nations Development
Programme [(UNDP), Willam
Drapper, called on Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia at
her hotel suite In New York on
Friday and assured UNDPs full
cooperation to the democratic
government in Bangladesh for
attaining its socio-economic
objectives, reports BSS.
reaucratic inertia would be
overcome by the present gov
ernment and new projecis
would be undertaken for hu
man resources development
and alleviation.

Zia thanked the ad
ministrator for UNDFP's assis-
tance to Bangladesh. She said
the democratic government
was addressing the situation
created by the distoried prior-
ittes and cormuption of the past
autocratic rule.

Another report adds : The
Executive Director of UN Fund
for Population Activities
(UNFPA), MS Nafis Sadiq, has
lauded the populatien pro
gramme of Bangladesh when
she called on Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia at her hotel
suite in New York Friday.

She assured the Prime
Minister of UNFPA's continued

assistance larly in view
of the progress made in
Begum Zia thanked the

Executive [Mrector for her or-
ganisation’'s assistance in such
sector

Metropolitan

Tk 100cr road construction project
for southern districts to start soon

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas Saturday stressed the
need for increasing infrastruc
ture facilities for achieving
overall economic development
of the country, reports BSS.

He said development re-
quirements were almost same
in all areas of the country as it
could not be achieved up
the destired level in the past.

The President was talking
o & 10-member delegation of
Greater Barisal Development
Council at Bangabhaban,
Council Chairman Habibur
Rahman led the delegation.

President Biswas said the

to

present democratically elected
government, which is account
able to the nation. had at
tached equal importance to
development of all areas of the
country

Citing various development
programmes of the present
government, the President
said establishment of the div
sional headquariers and air-
port in Barisal and bullding a
tourist centre at Kuakata were

the priority programmes of the

presen! government.

He said Taka 100 crore
road construction programme
undertaken by the present

government for the southern
districts would start soon and
alter its completion the road
rommunication among the dis-
tricts would be developed and
helpfull for the countrys

progress.

The President said a coor-
dinated development efforts
should be pursued In all arcas
of the country both at govern-
menl and private levels and
urged all concerned o work
together to achieve that goal

Earlier, the delegation
members submitted a memo-
randum to the President
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USCR urges&int'l Community_'

to pressurise Myanmar
to stop persecution

The US Committee for
Refugees (USCR] has called
upon the international com
munity, particularly the United
Nations, lo pressurise the
Myanmar authorities to stop
persecution of Rohingyas and
political dissidents, according
to diplomatic sources here
Saturday, reports BSS.

The USCR call was given in
a news letter released on
Thursday last. The USCR, a
NGO dedicated to ensure the
protection of 16 million

refugees round the globe, will

soon organise a briefing on the
Rohingya refugee situation, the
sources said

The USCR in its news bul-
letin while pleading for sup
port for Bangladesh in finding
solution to the problem, high

lighted the plight of the
refugees.
It apprehended that the

number of reflugees fleeing
Myanmar would increase sub
stantially, further taxing the
resources of those involved in
the reliel effort

' .
Utsab' begins

A five-day “Swadhinata
Utsab® {Independence Festivall
organised by Dhaka University
Central Students Union
IDUCSU) got underway at the
TSC premises of the university
campus Saturday.

Works Minister Rafiqul
islam Mia naugurated the 2-—
tival by opening an
Environment Art Exhibition

at the extension building of
TSC Cafeterta.

DUCSU General Secretary
Khairul Kabir Khokan,
Assistant General Secretary
Nazimuddin Alam and Social
Entertainment Secretary

Milon Mehedi were present on
| the occaston.
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in the city Saturday.
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A mourning procession of Patriotic Democratic Front (PDF) brought out in memory of Raju

— Star photo

22.3.92

From:
Humayun, Nanni, Kaiser, Erum,
Fizza, Faizan and Farisa
7/ A, New Baily Road, Dhaka

iEﬁappy Birthdaﬁl

| To
Dearest YWasu (Owais Salam)
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Anti-Racism Day observed

'Rohingya refugees victims
of racial discrimination'

Acting Foreign Secretary
Farooq Sobhan in Dhaka
Saturday said thousands of
Rohingya Muslims are pouring
into Bangladesh from the
Arakan nce of Myanmar
being victims of racial discrim-
ination, reports UNB.

He accused the Myanmar
government of persuing a
policy of discrimination
deliberately against the
Muslims that resulted in the
“tragic expulsion of 200,000
people.”

Speaking as the chiel guest

at a discussion on the
*Elimination of Racial
Discrimination® at United

Nations Information Centre
(UNIC) (n the city be hoped
that the United Nations would
play a decisive role in settling
the Rohingya refugee problem.

Bangladesh government has
already approached the UN
Secretary General to intervene
in the issue for early repatria-
tion of the refugees with dig-
nity and safety.

United Nations Association
of Bangladesh (UNAB) organ-
ised the discussion meeting in
observance of International Day
for Elimination of Racial
Discrimination.

Welcoming the mandate of
Wednesday's referendum in
South Africa in favour of end-
ing apartheid, the acting
Foreign Secretary lauded the
collective efforts of the inter-
national community to fight
the racial discrimination.

He hoped that the result of
the referendum would help
establish the cherished non-

Mel office forecast

thundershower accompanied by temporary gust

racial democratic state in
South Africa in near future.

In this context, he referred
to Bangladesh's role in fighting
against apartheid, which fs a
challenge to human rights and
values.

Speaking on the occasion,
Resident Representative of

UNDP Charles Larsimont
wished the quick close of
ethnic conflicts in different

parts of the world to ensure a
society [ree from hunger and
poverty.

He mentioned the UN ac-
tion programme to eliminate
the :

In his presidential speech,
UNAB President Innas Al
urged the UN Security Council
to take up the Rohingya
refugee problem immediately
and also to impose all kinds of
sanctions against the Myanmar
military junta to force it stop
persecution on the Rohingya

3 ﬁ: meeting was also ad-
dressed by Mostafa Jaman

Abbasi, Dainik Bangla city edi-
tor Fazlul Karim, journalist
Santosh Gupta, Prof Salauddin
Ahmed and UNAB Secrctary
General Syed Ahmed Hossain.

JS Social Welfare
Body meet held

A third Parliamentary
Standing Committee on Social
Welfare Ministry was held in
Dhaka on March 18 with the
State Minister for Social

Welfare and Women's Aflairs
Sarwari Rahman in the chair,
reporis BSS,

By Staff Correspondent
Saturday that the rain or
wind is
division

likely to occur at one or two places over the Rajs
regions of Dhaka, Mymensingh, Tangail, Comilla and
the next 24 hour,

and the
Sylhet during

Weather is likely to remain mainly dry elsewhere over the
country Met office also forecast. '
Day temperature is likely to remain nearly unchanged

during the period.

The highest temperature on Saturday was recorded in
Rajshahi 38.2 degree Celsius while the lowest temperature, in

Sylhet 18.5 Celsius.

The sun sets today (Sunday) at 6.11 pm and rises

tomorrow (Monday) at 6 am.

Temperature and humidity in some cities and towns of the
country on Saturday were :
Cities /Towns Temperature Humidity

Max Min 9 am 6 pm

Dhaka 31.5 23.3 80 64
Ehllmng 30.4 21.8 77 78
Rajs 35.2 22.3 87 68
Khulna 32.6 22.0 87 68
Cox's Bazar 30.4 21.5 73 78
Sylhet 28.4 18.6 90 Bl
Comilla 30.6 - 75 75
Barisal 30.8 23.0 - -
Dinajpur 32.56 20.5 -

Biswas hosts
[ftar party
t0 newsmen

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas hosted an [flar party in
honour of the Editors of differ-
ent national dailies, news
agencies, and senior journal-
ists al Bangabhaban Saturday,
Leaders of h Council
of Editors, BSP and BFUJ at-
tended the [ftar party, reports
BSS.

President Biswas exchanged
greetings with them.

The Buily Star is pleased
column where individuals and
publish Birthday and Anniversary
mhtur:z and Condolence Messages,
a-nd-L Wishes, Birth/Death Announcements,
In Memoriam, etc. at nominal charges.
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