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Victoria are Milnars league champs |

A fine spell of
accurate medium
pace bowling by
Igbal helped Vic-
toria to emerge
as the champions
of the Milnars First Division
cricket league at they edged
past strong rivals Udity Club by
nine runs in the pulsating play-
off yesterday at the Dhaka
Stadturh.

A sweel revenge was ex-
acted for Victoria who lost to
Udity in the first leg when

bowled two experienced
Udity batsmen—f{irst Udity
skipper Imran and then
Munir—to seal the fate of the
match in Victoria's favour. The
match was more of a prestige
concern as both sides would
play in the Navana I'remier di-
vision crickct lcague from next
year. Victoria without their
skipper, former Bangladesh
caplain Roquibul Hassan,
started disastrously after Being
scnt in to bat by the Udity cap-
tain. Openers Didar and Ronny
lelt cheaply as Udity spinner
Rahul accounted for both of
them.

Promising right-handed one
drop batsman Mukul then
teamed up with Wahidul to
steady the rocking Victorian
boat. Mukul batted paticntly to
scorc 33 while Wahidul con-
tributed a rapid 31 made off
39 balls. Veteran Mainul Huq
Mainu, leading Victoria in
Roquibul's absence, chipped in
with a useful 25 and Jewcl
threw his bat around a bit to
hit a quickfire 34 with thc
help of one sixer and a four off
38 balls to give some momen-
tum to the innings. With the
tail wagging with a perky little
19 from wicket-kecper
Barooah, Victoria were all out
for 197 in 44.5 overs.
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Sajid, Roquibul's son who
opens Lhe Udity batting,
turncd out 1o be the most suc-
cessful bowler as he claimed
three wickels for 14 runs as
the Victoria batsmen threw
caution to the winds in the
cnd overs. Spinners Durjoy and
[Rahul bagged two apicce and
Imran bowled his full quota of

bete noire then removed
Rokon for a duck.

Rahul and wickel-keeper
Tipu then batted enterpris-
ingly lo lake the score to 127
from 97. Mukul broke the
partncrship that was looking
rather threatening for Victoria
by dismissing Rahul for 39,

rrmdt. ofl 44 hulll, wilh the
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\Fmtnna Sporting Club whn lifted the Mllnars FH“EI Drﬂumn cricket ]aague 'I'.ltll beating

Durjoy, a very promising yo

batsman and two season

campaligners like Igbal and
Munir, who are no bunnics
with the bat. But with the
overs running out Durjoy had a
go al the expericnced Mainu
and was bow [or three and
Igbal bowled Imran with the
first ball of the final over and

Udity Club in yesterday's play-off at the Dhaka Stadium pose for The Daily Star after the

match.

nine overs to pickup one
wicket for 27 runs. Rokon and
Nafis also claimed one wicket
cach.

Anup and Sajid gave Udity a
goodish start by pulting on 48
for the first wicket.

Mainu gave Vicloria a cru-
cial breakthrough by having
Sajid stumped for 17 and
Igbal, who proved to be Udity's

help of three fours. Igbal
stecpped in capture two wick-
ets in successive deliveries to
have Udity reeling at 168 for
six. Tipu left for a bright 33
before top edging onc to his
countcrpart and Rinku was
trapped in front of the wicket
for 16, very next ball. The
match was far from being lost
till that time as Udity had

— Star photo

signalled the end of the run-
ning by sending the bails of
Munir's stumps flying with the
last ball, to leave Udity on 188
for nine.

igbal finished with the
match-winning figures of f[ive
for 32. Mainu bowled beauti-
fully to take two for 19 from
nine overs and Mukul bagged
two for 39,

'94 Cup venues to be picked Monday

NEW YORK, Mar
20 : Nearly fout
ycars since FIFA

‘it“
awarded the
World Cup to the

v 30
SR
United Stales,

organizers still don't know
where the games will be
| played or how many cities will

be used. But the wait is almost
over, reports AP.

"We're not going to really

.

Have a final answer until
Sunday night,” said US Soccer
Federation president and

World Cup USA 1994 chalrman
Alan Rothenberg. There are
still some issues that remain.”

At a news conference in
New York on Monday, the 19
priority list cities will find out
if they will host the world in
June and July 1994

World Cup USA 1994 was
supposed to announce the B.
12 cities in December. but that
has becn pushed back three
times. And although both FIFA

Gazza may play
after six weeks

LONDON, Mar 20. England's
Paul Gascoigne, who has becn
unable to play for First Division
Tottenham lotspur all scason
because of injury, could play
again in six wecks, Toltenham
team manager Pater Shrecves
sald on Thursday, rcporis
Router

Midficlder Gascoigne, sol Lo
join Itallan soccer club Lazio
for 5.5 milllon pounds sterling
(9 53 million dollar), under
wenl an operation on Monday
Lo remove supporting wircs
frum the knee he damaged In
last May s Foolball Assoclalion
Cup final

Gascoigne, who aggravaled
the injury in & night club scul
fle last September, mus! pass a
fitness test on May 31 lor the
Lazic transfer to go ahead.

Embattled "Spurs, elimi
nated from the European Cup
Winners Cup by Dutch club
Feyenoord on Wednesduy, arc
without a win In |4 games and
Me 18th in the 22-strong First
Division with 1] malches lo

come

Shreeves said. Paul crossed
his last major hurdle on
Monday

"For the next jlew days, he is
going to be a bit sore and will
need to rest. But once the sell
ing subsides we will be pulling
out all the stops o gel him
back into training fully and
playing again -

"He will definitely play be
fore the end of the season
Well be looking at easing him
back in reserve games. Ity a
bit ambitious te say he'll be
back in first team contention.
But he should be playing again
in six weeks — all he's got to
do is step up his comeback
programme.”

Vialh back 1n
Italian colours

. ROME Mar 20

Sampodoria siriker Gilanluca
Vialli was recalled o the
I taliar on Thursday for
e xt s friendly soccer in
ternational with Germany re

ris Reuter
Viali was suspended and

misscd las( month's hastily -ar
ranged [rendly with tiny San
Marino, which some newspe
pers suggested was especially
stagrd to free the Sampodoria
man to play agains! world
champions Germarry

— R

| this week alter

and US organizers both said 12
citics deﬁnltﬂy would be usced,
that now has reportedly been
scaled back to eight, mostly
because ol costs.

"The reason for the delay s
that we have an cmbarrass
ment of riches,” Rothenberg
said. “To the extent to which it
is causing trouble, it's good
trouble. Nobody expectied (27)
cities to bid for the games. We
tried to limit the burden to 19
cities.”

The 27 citics that soughl

games was a record.

The allocation for specific
games in the 52-match, 24
tcam quadrennial champi-
onship won't be announced
until FIFA's 48th Ordinary
Congress in Zurich,
Switzerland, July 2-3.

Before they get that [ar
though, they have to figure out
which cittes theyre going lo
use. A FIFA team led by general
secrelary Joscph “Secpp’
Blatter will fly into New York
on Sunday to hammer out final
detalls with US organtzers

Rothenberg wouldn't say
which delafls have to be dis
cussed.

Regardiess, 140 lcams vy-
ing for the 22 available berths
in the Mnals begin thetr march
toward the World Cup on
Saturday, with Pucrto Rico
travelling to the Dominican
Republic to play the first of

. 682 qualification games around

the world over the next two
yoears

Germany ., by virtue ol being
defending champion, and Lhe

United States, for being the

hosl. qualify automatically. The
rest of the world has to fight
for it.

The 140 teams were drawn
into qualifying groups within

their  geographic region in
December. CONCACAF, the
Spanish acronym for the
Confcderation of

North Central America and the
Caribbcan, kicks off the tour-

namecnt wilth Saturday's

and another Sunday, when St
Vincent and the Grenadines
travels to play St Lucia

Europc beings fls qualifying
in April. Africa starts in
Octobcr. South America won t
get going until July 1993, And
Asia and Occania [South pa
cific] haven't even sct dates
yet.

But on Monday, they'll at
lecast know where Lthey're go-
ing. il they get there

FIFA hasn't “signed ofl on
anylthing,” Rothenberg said
about which cities will be used.
"But you can figurc as well as |
that there are a handful that
arc preily certain.” ¢

New York, Los Angeles and
Chicago are considered locks
to get games. The Silverdome
in Pontiac, Mich., near Detroft
also is the leading contlender
among the three domed sta:
dium, and FIFA apparently
likes the novelty of playing in:
doors

Los Angeles is the home of
Rothenberg and it also had a
crowd of over 100,000 for the
soccer [inal at the 1984
Olympics. Chicago s the home
of the US federation, and re-
cently has successfully siaged

two exhibitions involving the
US national tcam.

New York, however, appar-
ently was a city mandated by
FIFA.

Despite the cily's recent
indifference to international
soccer, and a stadium that
would require a rule change or
massive reconslruction costs,
the world body reportcdly has
gone out of its way to make
surc New York was included in
the mix.

With the only other "New
York™ arca venue available be-
ing two hours away in New
Haven, Conn., Giants Stadium,

which actually is in East
Rutherford, NJ, across the
Hudson River, is considered

the most likely of any site to
gcl games.

The inclusion of New York
has left nearby Philadelphia,
which has the additional
problem of a conflicting Major
League Bascball schedule, with
the feeling at is out of con-
tention. Scattle officlals say
they get a similar feeling.

But other cities such as
Dallas say they are confident.

Mcanwhile, other prepara-
tions, like sponsorship sales,
also are continuing, some,
about as fast as the site selec-
ton

“That's going slower than
anticipated,” Rpthenberg said.
“It's not a big Tmbinn The re-
cession has slowed us down.
But they move slower under
these conditions....."

"By the summer ol 1994,
we'll be hitting our peak. And
that's when we want to hit it.”

ZURICH, Mar 20
FIFA lified a
threat to suspend
[ormer cham
ptons Brazil [rom
inte mational
soccer Thursday aflter
| Brazilian football authorities
| agreed 10 suspend wop club
Flamengo, reports Reulcr
World soccer s, governing
body made the threat carlier
: Flamengo
proccedings

on

staried

legal

against FIFA for an interna

tional ban imposed on the club
several months ago

The dispule was sparked by
the sudden re-election of
Ricardo Teixeira — son-in law
af FIFA president Joao
Haveclange — as president of
the CBF last July

But FIFA said in a stalement
it had dropped both s ban on
the Ric De Jenetro Club and its
threat to suspend the Brazilian
Football Federation (CBF) after
the CBF agreed to sectile the
matier “internally” by suspend-
ing Flamengpo.

"FIFA has

rescinded f{is

GENEVA, Mar 20
Torino WAS
paired with Real
Madrid and
Genoa received
Ajax in LUEFASs
draw for semifinal
matchups in the European
Cups. leaving Lthe possibility lor
a third conseculive All Italian
final in the UEFA Cup. reports
AV

‘trter Milan beat Roma in
last seasons UEFA Cup Hnal
and Juventus downed

¥

Friday

threat suspend the
Brazilian Mnrialhn Alter In-
lervention by FIFA, the man
agement of the Drazilian
Association announced that the
dispute involving the club
Regates Do Flamengo would be
scitled internally,” FIFA said.

“The club had initiated legal
proceedings against FIFA Lo
have an earlier suspension that
had been imposed upon 1t
quashed. Flamengo has now
been suspended by the
Hrazillan Association, where
upon FIFA lifted the ban 1m
posed on the club for infring
ing the statues,” the stalement
added

Brazilan soccer oflicials
hid [eared a ban could prevent
three:-time winners Brazil
qualifying for the 1994 World
Cup [inals in the United Stales.

FTFA say Flamengo broke
fts rules prohibiting soccer
matters being taken to civil
courts by filing a lawsuil o re
verse Teixeira's election .

FIFA banned Flamengo from
all international matches unti]
the club withdrew the lawsuit

Fiorentina in 1990 I|talian
clubs are hoping for a fourth
successive triumph In the
competition after Napoli s vic
lory over Stullgart in 1989

in the Cup Winners Cup
Monaco was drawn with Duich
club Feyenoord and Belgium s
FC Bruges will meet Germany s
Werder Bremen in thal tour
nament s semifinals

Monaco, which reached the
semifinal two years ago. s Lry
ing 1o become the first French
team (o win a European [tk

threat against Brazil

against the CBF.

But Flamengo refused to Wit
the suit and instead took out
another against FIFA in a coun

near its hecadquarters In
Zurich.
"We lake a very secrious

view of this case, considering
that it is the first time any le-
gal action has ever been laken
against FIFA Bearing in mind
the gravity of the situation, we
may have to suspend the CBF,”
FIFA general secretary Sepp
Blatter told the CBF in a laxed
message on Tuesday

FIFA spokesman Andreas
Herren said FIFA now hoped
its involvement Iin the saga
would end

“As [ar as we're concerned
this should be the end of it
This matter should have been
dealt with internally all along,
Herrens said.

"All we want is for federa
tions Lo control their members
and for federations and clubs
to reach consensus. Sports
mattcrs should be settled by
sporis bodies, not by civil
courts.

Italian clubs crowd Euro semis

The last German club lo win a
European honor was Bayer
Leverkusen, which won the
UEFA Cup in 1989 after beat
ing Werder Bremen in the
semifinal.

The first legs of the semifi
nals will be played April | with
the return leg set for April 15

Also set for those dales will
be the fifth and sixth rolations
of the third round of the
Champions Cup For the first
time this secason

Division Two
Sports Reporter

In a similar contest where
the result mattered little,
Evergreen Club oulplayed
Dhanmondi Club by eight
‘wickets to stay at the top of
the table of Rank-Xerox
Second Division cricket league
at the Dhanmondi Cricket
Stadium yesterday.

Sent in to bat, Dhanmondi
found the going extremely
tough against the incisive new
ball attack of. Evergreen
bowlers Taleb and Sohel. Mr
Sundries top scored with 17 as
nonc of the Dhanmondi bats-
men reached double figurcs.

Taleb claimed three [or 14
while Sohel captured another
three for 18. Azmat took two
for 16 and Munna one [or one
to skittle Dhanmondi out for
60 in 17.2 overs.

Azad and Shaheen went!
merrily about Lheir task by
putting on 32 for the [irst
wicket and virtually won the
match for Evergreen. Azad
scored 16 and Shaheen made
14. lTkku of Dhanmondi re-
moved both batsmen quickly
but Azim with 12 not out made
sure Evergreen won by eight
wickets in 13 overs.

Both Dhanmondi and
Evergreen will play in the
Milnars First Division cricket
league from next scason.

Nat'l cricket
now from Mar 27
Sports Reporter

The 1991-92 national
cricket championship will now
begin from March 27, instead
of the earlier scheduled Mach
22. at nine different venues
across the country.

A record 59 tcams, includ-
ing 50 district associalions,

will take part in this years
competition.
Bangladesh Tobacco

Company is likely to sponsor
the meet.

Volleyball

semis today
Sports Reporter

Rajshaht take on Tangail
while Dhaka meet Comilla in
the scmifinals of the 1992
Incontrad inter-district volley-
ball tournament today at the
Outer Stadium volleball court.

DHhaka emerged ds the
champions of Group B with full
six poin's [rom three outings
beating Tangail, who finished
as group runners-up with four
points. 15-10, 15-17, 15-5
and 15-9 yesterday.

Rajshahi became the Group
A champions outplaying
Dinajpur 15-11,15-6 and 15-9
yesterday. Rajshahi also col-
lected six points from three
robin league outings whilc
Comilla ed four from as
many oulings to become the
group runners-up.

Comilla made the semifinals
beating Faridpur 15-4, 15-5
and 15-5 in their last league
match.

Jessore beat Pabna 16-14,
4-15, 156 and 15-6 in the
other encounter of the day.

The final of the eight-team
tournament is scheduled for
tomorrow, March 22.

Oli Ahmed, Minister for
Communications, will attend

Evergreen top l

Full points for Fakirerpool

Fakirerpool You-
ngmen’'s Club
registered their
third victory in
the First Division
football league
beating Bangladesh Road
Transport Corporation by a
solitary goal at the Dhaka
Stadium yesterday.

Shafiul Alam netted the
winner in the 20th minute of
the second hail.

Fakirerpool, donning sky-
blue shirts, and BRTC in ma-
roon jerscys, however, gave a
lack-luster performance. The
passing, attacks, tackling and
finishing of both teams were
indeed rather poor. In fact, the
underdogs of the Dhaka feague
adopted a lackadaisical ap-

Sports Reporter

proach to the game which dis-
appointed the sparse crowd.

Shafiul Alam got the only
goal of the maitch for
Fakirerpool in the 65th minute
with a well-placed volley on an
Apu from inside the box
which beat the BRTC custodian
Naju all ends up (1-0).

BRTC tried to come back
into the game and soon after-
wards created a beautiful
chance of rc:tnﬂnf parity but
Fakirerpool goalie  Dulal
Hossain Dhonu, diving to his
left, saved a powerful right-
footer from Mahbub.

In the final minute of the
match, BRTC created yet an-
other chance to draw level but
Ratan's shot from inside the
Fakirerpool box misscd the

target.

The victory took
Fakirerpool's points tally to
ten from eleven encounters
while BRTC have collected

seven points from eleven en-
gagements.
TEAMS
FAKIRERPOOL: Dhonu,

Dipu, Rakib, Swapan, Montu,
Akram, Masud Karim., Masih,

Salam (Bhola ), Bhutto
(Apu), Anwar and ul Alam.

BRTC: Naju, Babu, Safjad,
Shaheen, S ful, Noman,

Debashish, Ufjal (Goutam),

Motaleb (Ratan), Proshanta,
Tipu (Mahbub).
TODAY'S MATCH

Adamjee vs Wari Club (6:45
pm)

Abahani overcome Ajax

Champions Aba-
hani Krira Chakra
kept their chan-
ces of relaining
the title alive
_ with a  two-nil
victory over Ajax Sports Club
yestcrday at the Hockey
Stadium as the Green Delta
First Division hockey lcague,
suspended for four days due to
inadequate security measure,
got underway again.

The standard of the mailch,
plagued with eye-soring mis-
takes from players of both
sides, never rose over medi-
ocrity and belied any expecta-
tions of a quality contest be-
tween two of the better known
hockey sides.

Abahani, despite the
pedestrian standard of the
match, dominated the pro-
ceedings, particularly in the
second half and Ajax, who after
conceding the first goal had
retaliated like someone with a
shot in the arm, totally with-
ered as the match progressed.

Sports Reporter

Abahani surged inlo the
lead in the second minute with
‘feared” full-back Jumman
Lusai sounding the board with
a stinging hit after Harun had
pushed the ball from a penalty
corner.

Ajax came back strongly,
carrying out several forays to-
wards the Abahani citadel. But
Abahani custodian Rahmatullah
Asir held the fort with some
brilliant saves. The winners led
the first hall one-nil.

Abahani, who forced four
penalty corners, increased
pressure with intelligent
moves down the flanks. Ajax
goalkeeper Javed twice left his
charge to away attempts by
Abahani forwards. On another
obcasion, Jumman Lusal raced
down the line to send in a neat
cross from the right corner
but the initiative went abeg-
ging as none of his teammates
were in position to tap it
home.

The second goal, which had
been looming large for quite

some lime, came In the 87th
minute when Fazal and Zahid
Hossain Raju did a lovely one-
two on the right side belore
Zahid sounded the board 2-0.
With this win, Abahani's
collection soared to 27 points
from 14 matches while Ajax

have 23 from 14 maiches.
In the first match of the

day, Warl came back [rom be-
hind to beat Railway Sports
Club 2-1. Veteran Selim put
Railway ahcad with an eighth
goal from a penally corner.
Kamrul Ahsan of Warl drew
level from a penalty corner in
the 46th minute. Reza con-
verted a penalty stroke six
minules later to ensure two
points for Wari.

Wari now have eleven points
from thirteen matches while
Railway played same number of
matches to collect only six
points.

TODAY'S MATCHES

Police vs Usha (1.45 pm)

Mohammedans vs Mariner

Young's (3.15 pm)

Sabatini

Y KEY BISCAYNE,

Florida, Mar 20:
Gabricla Sabalini,
buoyed by enthu-
sfiastic crowd
support, outplay-

Y

ed Stefi Gral on Thursday to
advance to the final of the 2.8
million dollar Lipton Inter-

national Players Champio-
nships, reports Reuter.
Sabatini, seeded third,
toppled the second-sceded
German 3-6,7-6, 6-1 as parti-
san fans went wild, chanting in

" the stands for the victor.

In Saturday's final Sabatini
will face fourth-sceded
Spaniard Arantxa Sanchez
Vicario, who easily dispatched
exhausted fifth seed Jcnnifer
Captriati 6-2, 6-4.

In today's men's semifinals,
top seed Jim Couricr faces
sixth-seeded fellow American
Michael Chang, while Jakob
Hlasek of Switzerland plays
Alberto Mancini of Argentina.

Graf still holds a 21-10 ca-
reer mark against ‘the third-
ranked Argentine. But Sabatini
has had Graf's number recently
as she's beaten the [ormer

world number one in six of

their last seven meetings.

Six of her wins over Gral
have come in Florida, where
Sabatini maintains a part-time
residence close to the tour-
nament site, giving the event a
home town feeling,

in final at Graf's cost

Crowd support could not
heclp Capriati however.

Capriati, who had put on a
brilliant power display to upsect
world number one and defend-
ing champion Monica Seles
less than 24 hours carlier,
could net muster the sirength

GABRIELA SABATINI

to stop the energetic Sanchez
on Thursday.

“| was ready to fight, but
you can't fight if your legs
weren't really there,” admitted
the 15-year-old Floridian.

Rather than allow Capriati
to set up on the baseline,
Sanchez kept the tired

nager on the run as she
5prnyed shots around the

court.

"H she's not in position, she
can't hit the ball hard.~
Sanchez said. "1 knew when
she has to hit the ball run-
ning, that's when she makes
mistakes.”

Sabatini, who also came
back from a set down to de-
fedt Orafl in last year's semifi
nals, demonstrated an even
sharper attacking game than in
her 1990 win.

The third seed chipped and
charged against Grafl, taking
command at the net or setting
up booming passing shots after
drawing the second seed in.

In the end, the crowd
boostcd Sabatini to a near
whitewash [inish as the
Argentine completely domi-
nated the final set and demor-
alised her opponent to deafen-

ing applause.

Gral appeared in control

after twice gotng up a break in
the second set. But Sabatini
relentlessly challenged Grafl's
backhand and fought back to
force a ticbreak, which she
won 7-5 with effective volleys
and passes.
Sabatini raised her fists in
triumph and, although the cel-
cbration seemed premature,
Gral had nothing left for the
final set.

[ the final as the chief guest.

CROSSWORD By Eugene Sh(ffer
ACROSS 38 Capiol  DOWN IR
1 Ade or v 1 Gator's -.
coal lead- 39 Disfigure cousin
in 40 He wrote 2 Island -.
5 Spinner “From the dance
8 Actress Tm-:' 3 $ll.|tll waed .
Edna 43 Kind 4 Take into —
120id Norse  wine account .'-.
poem 47 Old-time 5 Mexican -
13 Summer weapon dishes .
refresher 49 Very 6 Anagram . .
14 Buffalo's heavy for soda
lake hammer : fL-'worih -
15 ner 50 Chinese arge W
ot 51 Makorac st il
16 island off 51 Make lace  sturgeon .
California 52 Britain's 9 Emeraid “.-.
18 Hybnd “gloomy Isle =
animals dean" 10 Fall '. ..
20 Beds for 53 Serpent radually -
ranch lizard 11 Afternoon ‘...
hands 54 Storm parties
21 Legal center 17 Border on
matter 58 Soap- 19 Jamie — 37Dumas 9.17 CRYPTOQUIP
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