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Fenchuganj Fertiliser

to be shut in June

Authorities have decided to
close down country's first fer-
tilizer factory at Fenchuganj (n
June this year.

Offictal sources twold UNB
yesterday that the decision was
taken at a meeting chaired by
the industries Secretary Igst
Sunday

The decision was prompled
z findings that the economic
of the hf:mry sel up three
decades ago, has expired and
further continuation of its op-
eration will involve risks.

Plans have been made to ab-
sorb its more than 1,000
workers in other [fertilizer
units. Provisions for retire-
ment with economic benefits
to workers above 50 ycars of
age have also been kept.

The Ministry of Industries
will ind ways of dismantling
and tuming nto scraps the
multimillion-Taka [factory,
known as Natural Gas Fertilizer
Factory

A joint study by Bangladesh

Chemical Industries
Corporation [BCIC) and
Bangladesh Agricultural

Rescarch Council (BARC) found
that the Fenchugan| factory
supplied 6.2 per cent of total
fertiizer demand of the coun-
try and its closure will not a.f

fect supply.
"Supply of Urea fertilizer in
the country will not be ham

pered by closure of the factory.,

but any continuation of its op-

" eration will lead to huge in-

crease in operational cost,”
concerned official said.

A Tk 200 crore Balancing,
Modernisation, Rchabilitation
and Expansion (BMRE) project
for the factory, planned in
1987, could not be imple-
mented due to faflure in ob-
taining foreign funds.

Later, BCIC cmﬂuclad d
study entitled “scrap and
Build” and suggested extension
of its economic life by another
20 yeays with an estimated
cost of Tk 280 crore.

But another joint study by
BCIC and OECF of Japan sug-
gested that any -modification of
its existing sctup at a huge
cost would be unprofitable.

If the factory is run another
year, it's maintenance costl
will stand at Tk 10.5 crore and
production cost per ton will
rise to Tk 1.108, officials said.

An 11-member BCIC com-
mittee will submit its report
shortly on soctal and political
repercussion for its closure,
sources said.
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mercial fields were excellent.
Thest are being consolidated
~ad everyday,
she said adding "We appreciate
and deeply admire your demo-
cratic traditions and human
values.”
She said
for democracy, these tradi-
tions and valucs have been of
immense help and encour-

nuultnmtlndmycnl

k:l‘lll:’l in Bangladesh.” She
commended their leadership

and contribution in support of

Begum Zia expressed her
gratitude to the US for the
generous economic and tech-
nical assistance for the devel-

opment .
Stressing the need for

achtevi self-rellance, she

said for we need access o

foreign markets, technology

and resources on acceptable -

terms. She said countries like
ours have long depended on

oulside resources even for

is determined o move away
from this situation, she said.

She said the end of the cold
war, reduction In ten-
sion and breakthrough in the
field of disarmament had
opened up unprecedented op-
portunities for peace and co-
operstion.

Begum Zia said the United
States had bold and
imaginative ip in mak-
ing this possible. "Similar
leadership on your part is now
needed lo address the age-old
problcms of poverty, illiteracy
and hunger that still afflict the
vast majority of the human
race,” she added.

Referring to the assumption
of power following a free and
fair election, Begum Zia said,
"We have inherited a most de-
pressing situation as the auto-
cratic regime thrived on cor-
ruption and dishonesty. It
plundered the economy and
destroyed all cherished insti-
tutions and values.”

The Prime Minister said
her government had been sin-
cercly trying to address the
problems.

Begum Zia commended the
role of ' the US Foreign
Relations Committee in formu-
lating America’'s attitude to-
wards the outside world saying
It is unique in many ways."
She thanked them “for all that
you have done for us, and for
the cause ol peace, security
and cooperation in the world.”

‘At the conclusion of state-
ment of Begum Zia, Senator
Pell placed the discussion on
question and answer session.
During the secssion issues on
introduction of parliamentary
system of government in
Bangladesh and areas where
US assistance could be pro-
vided, among others, came up
for discussion.

Senators J h R Biden,
Paul S Sarbanef and Jesse
Helms took part in the discus-

shon.
The Prime Minister said

Bangladesh moved into parlia-
mentary. system of government
and US support and coopera-
tion was needed to consolidate
it and to take firm roots.

She said h needed
cooperation in it's strive for at-

"during our fight

PM : Senate body

She called upon the US
government to hel rural
cleetrification and ulf-cm+
ployment generating pro-

in Bangladesh.

After the mecting, the
Prime Minister was escorted
to the Senate itsell. She was
introduced to the Speaker and
other senators t there.

Begum Zia yesterday also
held a serics of meeting in the
US State Department.

She met the US Aid
Administrator Dr Ronald W
Roskens and held broad-based
discussions on soclo-economic
development and efforts un-
dertaken by her government
since its assumption of office.

The Prime Mjnister high-
lighted the impact of environ-
ment factor in dealing with
development and stressed the
need for increasing the con-
sciousness regarding environ-
ment aspecils,

Begum Zia said with the fo-
cus on the development in the
former socialist blocs the uplift
eflforts of the poerer countries
in south should not be

Dr Roskegs said that US Aid
had got no intention to take
away assistance f[rom the
places which were already
provided with help in order to
develop another part of the
world. The US Aid administra-
tor also highlighted some of
the domestic constraints that
were [acing the United States.

Following the meeting with
the US administrator, the
Prime Minister held formal
talks with Deputy Secretary of
State Lawrence S Eagleburger
and other senior officials of the
Sate Department, dealing with

the Bongladesh desk.
W le raweing discussion
wore celd on twiters of bilat-

eril, egional 2vd international
interest nf ‘7« lwo countries.
Somce of 11 current problems
facing 5. 1ad¢nh especially
the influx uf Myanmar refugees
in the country were discussed.
Begum Khaleda Zia had a
meeting with US Defence
Secretary Dick Cheney at his
Pentago

concentrated on the disaster
preparedness programmes,
being undertaken in

Bangladesh.
No procession
at DU during

admission test

By DU Correspondent

Leadérs of the major stu-
dent organisations have de-
cided not to bring out any pro-
cessfon during the first year
Honours admission tests which
begins today (Friday).

The decision was taken at a
meeting of provosts, proctors
and the leaders of the
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD),
Awami League backed Chhatra
League (S-A), Ganatantrik
Chhatra Ofkya (GCO) with Vice
Chancellor Profl Maniruzzaman
Miah in the chair.

The Honours admission
tests will be held on March 20,

The meeting also discussed
the present situation prevail-
ing on the campus.

The VC Prof Miah called
upon the leaders for united ef-
forts to restore congenial aca-

taining development in the demi t
s u? P - emic nmulph:r: on the
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Sheikh Hasina talking

' Awami

'From Page 1 Col 4

her party's model of free
economy as “wellare-ori-
ented”, saying the drafl eco-
nomic policy propounds
proper management of the
public sector, free and sponta-
neous enterprises in the pri-
vate sector and voluntary en-
deavours in cooperatives,

Efforts will be made to
make the public sector enter-
prises profitable by re
inefficiency and losses, by in-
creasing production under
skilled ment and com-
petitive market system.

The Awami League policy
places main thrust on acquir-
ing a high GDP growth, equi-
table social distribution pro-
portionate to the GDP, partici-
pation of people in develop-
menlal activity and atlainment
of self-reliance.

In the agriculture sector,
annual development expendi-

ture will be made on priority
basts.

In light of a programme for
modernisation of ulture, a
policy for an effective distribu-
tion system, subsidised pro-
curement-market and storage
will be adopted to ensure ade-
quate supply of agricultural in-
put and strikin fg balance be-
tween prices of farm output
and input.

- In industrial sector, impor-
tance has been attached to the
role of a strong private sector
with genuine entreprencurs.

The industrial policy will
put stress on running the pub-
lic sector by skilled manage-
ment and flourishment of the
private sector by efficient and
genuine entreprencurs,

Export-oriented industrial
undertakings will be treated as
emecrgency sector to boost
volume of exports as well as at-
tract foreign investors.

Entrepreneurs of small and
cottage industries will be pro-
vided with adequate financial
and technological supports.

Minimum wages for the
workers will be guaranteed.

The new policy of AL em-
phasises useful utilisation of
foreign aid by maximum mobil-
{sation of International re-
sources. Revenue and tax pol-
icy will be recast.

According to the policy
guidelines, steps will be taken
to make the financial institu-
tions eflective to encourage
savings and fnvestment. A cor-
rect monetary policy, interest
rate and its structure will be
framed, removing discrepancy
betwecen the interest rates of
short and long term credils
for creating a congenial in-
vestment climate.

with senior jou
official residence of the Leader of the Opposition in the city yesterday.

League |

To develop human
SOources, -pechl cmphasts lﬂll
be given on education, social
welfare and cultural sector so

that people could derive
lE mes on edu-

nefit.
cation, health and family plan-
ning will be strengthened.

In infrastructure bulflding,
proper communicalion net-

will be built in rural ar-
cas which may make signifi-
cant contribution to the rural
economy.

Effective steps will be initi-
ated to implement the pro-
jects of Jamuna Multipurpose
Bridge and Meghna-Gumdi
bridge. Bridges will also be
constructed on important
rivers including the ma and
the Rupsa.

The Awami League policy
says cllorts will be made for
long-term - solution to the
problem of water sharing and
flooding through negotiation
with the neighbouring coun-
Lrics.

World Cup
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ended fears the team might
have to withdraw from the
nine-nation tournament (I
their countrymen voted the

other way.

Pakistan clinched their
semifinal spot when Australia
defcated the Wesl Indies on
Wednesday night, after
Pakistan had beaten New
Zealand.

-~ "We celebrated like wed
won the World Cup when the
West Indies were knocked out
last night.” said Pakistan cap-
tain Imran Khan,

"We've been in the Sudden-
death situation on the last
three matches.

"Now we feel as though the
pressure has gone. It is the
first. time we've felt relaxed
since the World Cup started.”

Pakistan had a briel session
in the nets Thursday, while
New Zealand took the day off.
Both teams will hold [inal
praclice sessions Friday before
deciding on their lincups.

New Zealand captain Martin
Crowe said his team had great
respect for Pakistan.

"Pakistan are
dictable,” Crowe said.

South African coach Mike
Procter said his players "are a
lot more relaxed. The last cou-
ple of days there had been a bit
of tensjon with the fact we had
heard the referendum might
swing the other way.

(Details on Page 8).

unpsge-

M

rnlhﬂ.l at an iftar party organised by the AL at the
—3Star photo

Shibir killed
Pitu, Five-party
leaders allege

By Staff Correspondent

Leaders of the Five-party al-
llance have alleged that Yassir
Arafal Pitu was killed by the
Shibir activists on the Rajshahi
University campus Tuecsday.

Briefing newsmen on their
return from an on-the-spot in-
vestigation at the Rajshahi
University, the leaders de-
manded judicial enquiry into
the March 17 incidents on the
campus.

Rashed Khan Ménon MP,
Hasanul Huq Inu and
Khalequzzaman Dhufyan went
to Rajshahi University on
Wednesday and returned to
the capital Thursday cvening.
They were speaking at the
press conlerence at the Taher

Auditorium of Jatiya
Samjlantrik Dal oflice at
Gulistan.

The Five-parly lcaders ox-
pressed their surprise at the
government press note which
stated that the Ganatantrik
Chhatra Otkya (GCO) acttvist
was killed in a police firing.

They alleged that tLhe
Rajshahi University incidents
had taken place within the
knowledge of the higher au-
thorities,

Both the Education Minis-
ter and the Home Minister.
despite being Informed of the
incidents, did not take any
step to check violencde, they
said. '

Giving an accounl of their
findings during the wvisit, thoy
said the violence unicashed by
the armed activists of the
Islami Chhatra Shibir, the slu-
dent wing of Jamaat-e-Islami
had outshone the barbarism of
the al-Badr forces during the
country's 1971 War of Inde-
pendence.

3 killed in

bus mishap

From BAU Correspondent

MYMENSINGH. Mar 19: At
least three persons were killed
and 30 others injured when a
Galargaon-bound bus fell into a
ditch beside the Bhaluka-
Gaflargaon road at Goari
Thursday at about 10 am.

The condition of ten per-
sons were reportedly critical.
Twe of them were admitted to
the Mymensingh Medical
College llospital and the rest
eight to the Bhaluka Hospital.

Of the dead, two persons
were identified as Reaz Uddin
(30) and Sayedul [12). The
other one, however, could not
be identified.

Curfew in
LL.udhiana

LUDHIANA (India), Mar 19 :
A curfew imposed here
Thursday Z'l"r rock-throwing
Hindus took to the strcets of
this Punjab city, angered by
the overnight massacre of 18
people by Sikh separatists, po-
lice said, reports AFP.

The protests coincided
with a militant ambush on a
group of policemen jogging at
a Ludhiana public which
left two constables dead and an
officer and a constable
wounded,

Slogan-chanting protestors
clashed with police, attacked
vehicles and commercial and
government buildings in the
old quarters of Ludhiana,
prompting the curfew in four
tense neighbourhoods of the
city, police and wilnesscs said.

Hundreds’ of citizens chant-
ing" death to the police” and
"save Ludhiana” assembled at a
government hospital where
the bodies of Wednesday
night's victims were Laken for
post-mortem, hurling stones
and damaging the buiflding,

Barring two Sikhs, all vic-
tims of the massacre were
Hindus, police said.

The protests crupled amid
a general strike which shut all
commercial establishmcnts
and factortes in Ludhiana, a
city of 1.6 million people and
home 1o the Northern state's
new Chief Minister Beant

Singh.

RUTA blames
Shibir for

Pitu murder

From Our Correspondent

RAJSHAHI, Mar 18
Members of the Rajshahi Uni-
versity Teachers' Association
(RUTA) at a meeting here
today held Bangladesh Islami
Chhatra Shibir (BICS)
responsible for Tuesday's inci-
dent on the RU campus.

They claimed that Shibir
activists ransacked and set fire

| o a number of .rooms of RU

residential halls, and de-
manded expulsion of those In-

volved .

Shibir activists of
killing Pitu, a worker of JSD
IN-S}, the meeting demanded
fjcnm inquiry into the inct-

L.

The teachers’ meeting also
urged Prime Minister fe
Khaleda Zia and Leader of the
Opposition In Parllament
Sheikh Hasina to visit Rajshahi
University to review the situa-
tion arising out of the recent
clash.

Presided over by Prof
Shamsur Rahman, the mecting
was addressed among others
by Prof Ali Anwar, [lasan Azizul
Haque, Shahidul Islam and
Monwar | lossain.

Mcanwhile, Rajshahi
University Central Students
Unton [RUCSU) Assistant
General Secretary Alamgir
Hossain yesterday lodged a
casc with Boalla police accus-
ing 68 Shibir activists, includ-
ing the President and General

b Secretary of Shibir's university

unit, for ransacking and set-
ting lire to the hall rooms.

RU incident:
Shibir denies

involvement

¢« By DU Correspondent

The Bangladesh Islami
Chhatra Shibir (BICS) dented

any involvement in the recent
incident at the Rajshahi
University (RU) Tuesday which
left Ganotantrik Chhatra Otkya
leader, Yasser Arafat Pitu
dead.

Al a press conference held

Thursday at its central office, °

BICS demanded that Rajshahi
University be opened immedi-
alely and urged the RU au-
thorities to restore con

acadcmic atmosphere on the

campus.

It also demanded the im-
mediate arrest and punish-
ment of those responsible for
the atlack on some Shibir ac-
tivists on the DU campus

Weoednesday.

BICS ' leaders condemned
the government for not
any action against the killers of
fts RU unit leader, Shaliqul
Islam, who was allegedly shot
_dcad by some activists of the
"JSD (Inu) backed Chhatra
League (N-S) and Chhatra
Moitrce in a procession of
Shibir in 1989.

BICS strongly condemned
the police action on
students of the Rajshahi
University Tuesday last after

the death of Pitu.
BICS president Abu Zafar

 Muhammed Obayedullah and

other Shibir leaders ad-
dresscd the press confercnce.

Satyajit Ray
1IMproves

CALCUTTA, Mar 19: Film-
maker Satyajit Ray today spent
the day with reasonably. less
problems in spite of his
“unstable” heart condition ne-
ccssitating intensive atten-
tion, his family said quoting a
medical bulletin, reports PTI.

ERL shutdown
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ol the Eastcrn Refinery, shut-
down from February 26, for
the first time in _its 25-year-
history may resume full pro-
duction within a couple of
days, sourccs said,

The sources sald that the
Eastern Refinery had to bear
the brunt of the crude crisis
due (o the carelessness of the
BSC that chartered a wornout
tanker built in 1970. Taking
the advantage of the shutdown
of the Eastern Refinery some
unscrupulous petroleum deal-

4 | | ers attempted to create a situ-

Hindu women weep for this dead after Sikh lepratut
opened fire at random in Ludhiana, Punjab, Thursday

killing 18 people.

— AFP photo

ation of ‘panjc-buying’
throughut the country though
ofl sector sources said there
was sufficient stock of finished
producits.

There was an allegation of
ofl-spillage by the TT Energy
during its previous v
when it anchored at
Kutubdia outer anchorage.

Mcanwhile, our Staff
Correspondent in Dhaka adds:
An informed sources told The
Daily Star that the tanker TT
Energy chartered by the BSC
now undergoing repairs in the
port of Fujlara and carrying
one lakh tons of crude for the
Chittagong Eastern Refinery fs
not scaworthy and there are
fcars that its setting said might
put the lives of its crew at risk.

The source further said that
at the time of chartering the
BSC had the opportunity of
availing 4 sea vesscl but
failed to do so due to unknown
reasons.
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World Bank Chief, IMF
MD call on Khaleda

WASHINGTON,

Mar 19: Worlkd Bank President Léwis

Presion and Managing Director of international Monetary
Fund (IMF] Michecal Camdessus called on Prime Minister

Begum Khaleda Zia separaicly

llhﬂ'hﬂtﬂnﬁchﬂhﬁ

Preston appreciated the achicvement of the government of

Begum Khaleda Zia during

the shor! period in the face on

many difficuities. Both Preston and Camdcssus assured Begum
Zia of continued and increasing support to her government,

reporis BSS,

Pakistan to increase
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cally.”

Ambassador Saiki poinied
out that the Japanese Ovcrseas
Development Assistance (ODA)
currently being given 1o
Bangladesh would provide
"solid basic” infrastructures on
which futurc activities of the

rivale scclor with "massive”
rcign investment would be
siimulated and developed.
“This is exactly the process
which took place in other
parts of Asia, puﬂt.'ul-rly in
the ASEAN countrics.”

However, Ambassador Satki
[rankly added that the current

level of the Japanese private
investment in, sh was

far from this ‘tdeal picture.’

As an example, he noted
that out of a total of 65.7 bil-
lion US dollars In Japancse in-
vesiment abroad In the fiscal
ycar 1987, 50 per cent went
lo North America, 22 per cent
to Europe and only 12 per
cent to Asia, most ol which
went to the ASEAN nations.

As regards to the South
Asian region, Japan frwvusied a
total of 377 million US dollars
in India, Pakistan, Shrt Lanka
and Bangladesh during the
1981-80 period. “This was less
than one per cent of the total
investment In all of Asta in the
same period,” he said, adding
"compared with other parts of
Asia, particularly with ASEAN

countries, the amount eof
Japanese direcl investment in
South Asia was certainly not at
the level of what it should be".
that separate figures

for were not avail-
able, Ambassador Saiki said : -
But, deplorably, it should be a
very small one.”

However, he said that
Ja investors sctling u
in';l.llt.ﬂﬂ in the Chltmn:ong
EPZ have recenily shown
"encou signs’.

The total Japanese invest-
ment approved by the Export
Processing Zone authoritics
stands at about 42 million US
dollars involving 17 companics
out of which eight are in oper-
ation.

Ambassador Saiki pointed
out that Japanese investors in
the CEPZ were not large en-
terprises and were mostly
small-scale companics, which
came to h alter fac-
ing labour shortage in Japan.
"This is a reflection of the cur-
rent problem in Japan and, if

o increase ils
Rs 13 billen from the

mmﬂhﬁ“hmm
Sariaj Aziz has said, reports PTL

Japan undecided

we talk about the future of the
Japanese investment In
Bangladesh, the labour factor
will remain as a major incen-
tive to the invesiors.”

On KAFCO, he sasd : Tt s, |
belleve, a good signal for the
prospective foreign investors
who have been walching the
maller as a tesl case,” he said,
adding "1 am not surc whether
the resolution of the KAFCO -
problems could flinally dispel
their concern and anxiety as it
is yet to be seen, and all de-
pends upon the future devel-

He sald that it was impor-
tant for o make

the success of KAFCO “solid
and sure” as the success of the
largest ever foreign investment
in Bangladesh involving in-
vesiors from 12 nations was
the best guarantee’ 1o foreign
inveslors.

Presided over ATM
Rafique, Presidept of Lions
Club of Dhaka Solidarity,
Am:Iuadm Saiki was intro-
duced at the mecting by Lion
-Jﬂhmb Rashid

Noting that Japan was onc
of the first eountries o recog-
nize Bangladesh in 1972,
Ambassador Saiki said that
during the last 20 years the to-
Ltal amount of Japanese ODA 1o
Bangladesh had accdmulated 19
about 4.5 billion US dollars.

Japan's ODA aims at pro-
vided developing countries
with basic infrastructures, as
well as assisting human re-
sourccs development, indis-
pcnsable to cconomic devel-
opment.

Terming the Jamuna
project as a "grandiosc” one,
he said “careful considera-
tions” would be necessary for

Japan to lund the project

“The final decision on
Japanese participation will yet
have o be taken in Tokyo, but
upon taking any decision, due
rt:gard will be paid to the long-
standing national prioritics
and aspirations on the part of
Bangladesh to unite the moth-

erland geographically sepa-
rated by the river, alongside
economic viability and aflord
ability of the project itself,” he

explained.
Anwarul Hossain Khan
Choudhury, MP, and a member

of the Club, read out a note of
thanks to Ambassador Saiki for

presenting the paper.

Jamaat leader
assaulted

A leader of Jamaal-c-Islami
was assaulted by some people
at Adamjee Thursday evening.

Mohammad Abdul Baki,
Naieb-e-Ameer of Siddirganj
thana Jamaat, came under
sadden attack near Baitul Nur
Jame Masjid. Siddirganj OC
Abdur Razzak told UNB.

A cracker was also exploded
during the attack. Identity of
the attackers was not known.
None was arrested.

UNHCR

From Page 1 Col 5 |

agency's role is to assist Lthe
government in its efforts to
provide the refugees with shel-
ter, food and basic necessitics

“until such a time as a anh.:tiun

is reached.

The UNHCR press release
said that till Thursday 10
camps were bullt to accommo-
date more than one third of an
estimated one lakh and 75
thousand refugees who took

shelter in Bangladesh to
escape persecution in
Myanmar,

It said that the health situa-
tion in the refugee shelters
remained precarious, as the
arca {8 becoming overcrowded,
though every effort
made to build shelter as
rapidly as possible.

Spread of mcasles has not
reached to dangerous pr .
tions, but the UNHCR and the
governmenl were continuing
their immunization  pro-
gramme, with the assistance of
the non-government voluntary
organisations.

The high risk section of the
refugee population (children
under ten years) would be en-

tirely immunized within,
month, the UNHCR press re-
lease stated.

is being

Habiza murder
case: accused

arrested

By Staff Correspondent
Police Wednesday arrcsted

- Mezbah Uddin, the accused in

the Habiza murder case of
Gazipur from the Gulistan area
in the city at about 7.30 pm.
Police said that the accused
was moving suspiciously in the
Gulistan area in the evening
which created apprehension
among the people of the arca.

80 JU teachers
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only been responsible for
nocide, the statement said,
had also conspired against
the mercigng of the country
in foreign s even aller lib-
cration, .

"The spirit of the Liberation
War will be spofled and efforts
for restoration of democracy
will be foiled il this [ascist
killer is not tried,” the slate-
ment added.

The signatories to the
statement are: Prol Zillug
Rahman Siddique, Dr Houd|:§_
Elahi, Dr Abul Kashe
Chowdhury, Dr Khandaker
Mustahidur Rahman, Dr Amirul
Islam Chowdhury, Mohammad
Rafiq, Shahin Mahmud, Dr
Nurul Islam, Shafl Ahmed, Dr
Hayat Mamud, Selim al Deen,
Dr Enamul fuq Khan and Dr M
Kabfr.

Meanwhile, several non-
government voluntary organi-
sations have also expressed
their solidarity “ with the
planned trial.

The NGOs are : ADAB,
Proshika, BRAC, Gana
Sa FRVDT, Nfjera Kori,
UST. Saptagram Nari
Swanirvar Parfshad, Comilla
Proshika, Manobik
Sansgtha and Youth
Bangladesh.



