Mll)&hldul Islam Selim Recalls Days of High Spirit

‘We » Knew What Had to be Done’

By Sabir Mustafa
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thtln s military
dictator, l;m I'.l'-H'.‘
opening m of
elected National A.uenbly on
March 1, 1971, took many by
surprise. But those kecping a
mamnte wedokding n the pabe:
ments u in u-
cal arena were apprehending
just such a move on the of
the country’s

*In February 1971 we un-

dersiood that a political crisis

of the agenda®, Mujah
Islam Sclim, a member of the
central commitiee of the
Bangladesher Communist

Party, told the Daily Star.
Selim, as the

of the . In our declara-
tion, we categorically de-
manded the t to sclf-de-
termination, including the

mtﬂ sccede”, Selim re-
. adding that, as far as he
knew, that was the first Ume

that inde ence had been
demanded in a documentced
form.

in the evening of Fcb. 21,
EPSU held a meeting at the
central Shaheed Minar, where
the declaration of the central
commiltee was reiterated.

The meeting declared that
that if Yahya did not accept Lthe
verdict of the pcople and en-
sure advancement of democ-
racy in greater Pakistan by
handing over Lg:mr to the ma-
jority party, n EPSU would
ensure the advancement of
democracy in East Pakistan by
declaring 1t independent.

Yahya's betrayal on March 1,
therefore, did not catch EPSU
off-guard, Selim said.

*"We were preparced polili-
cally for our reaclion to Yahya's
move. We had no hesitation”,
he said, “we had the vision

that things would then mowe
towards a struggle for inde-
pendence”.

At the time, EPSU was
nearly as strong as the Chhatra
League among the sludent
community, particularly in
Dhaka University. The party's
cadres, well-known in thosc
days for their disciplinc and
dedication, brought out pro-
cessions and began to mobilise
the public.

‘“Ifr: were also awarce that
the movement was most lkely
o turn into an armed struggie.
"rg paration for guerrilla
re became the major,

concrele part of our pro-
gramme in March, 1971°,
Scltm recalled.

Following Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman’s specch of March 7,
The amd:ndt:l Union started
organising ly meetin
z Shaheed Minar to out

ncxt day's programme and
give instructions for the public.

There were some fears that
Sheikh Mujib might have to

se on the stance he
took in the historic speech
but, Sclim said, EPSU never
took thosc fcars seriously.

*Things were being de-
cided by the ", he said.

The twin tasks being car-
ried out by EPSU cadres then
involved mobilising the public,
wherever it had any -influence,
in favour of the non-coopera-
tion movement launched by
Mujib on the one hand, and
Ln:par{ng jhe ground for the

unching of the armed strug-
glc on the other.

"We slarted preparing
chologically nnd pullu:ull Ig
the armed struggle”, Selim,
whe won a stunning viclory in
the 1972 clection for the post
of Vice President of Dhaka
University Central Students
Union (DUCSU), said.

From March 10 onwards,
EPSU began lo raisc special
voluntcer brigades from among
its cadres. Twenty such bri-

gades woere organised. which
drilled and paraded on the

Mujahidul Islam Selim

university ground every morn-

The brigades’ arms were
few, but they managed lo

*liberate” dummy .303
rifles from l:n! University

Officers Training Corps
{(UOTC) office on the campus,
and used them to train and
acclimatise themsclves with
the idea of weapons.

Not only dummics, there
were real weapons training
too. Small groups ol EPSU
cadrcs began to make daily
trips to the banks of the
Sitalakhaya near Demra lo
train wllh small arms such as
riflcs and pistols using live
ammunition.

There were no professional
instructors or any ex-military
person to train them. Those
who knew how to handle small
arms like hun guns, mem-
bers of the shooting clubs etc.
acled as the trainers.

“But our spirit was high,
and Lthere was a deal of
romanticism atlac to what
we were doing®, Selim- re-
membered fondly.

The brigades brought out a
big parade, with young men
and women volunteers carry-
ing dummy rifles, and
marched through the strecis
of Dhaka later in March, send:

pecial Oscar for

Satyajit Ray

Oscar, the most coveted award in the world filmdom, has been

conferred on Satyajit Ray, one of

the most celebrated

personalities in the realm, when he is in hospital with chest
ailments. We wish the septuagenarian genius'early recovery and
more productive years.

O NE would have thought
that Satyajit Ray, now
in his 70th year, would
not react to the news of yet
another award or
conferred on him. Over the
past three decades and more,
Ray has received too many
honours, at home and abroad.
Yet this last one, an honorary
Oscar from Hollywood, apart
from being the most
unexpected so far, must have
brought a dffferent kind of joy
to the master. Hollywood, to be
sure, has never gone so far out
of its way to honour other
film personality entirely un-
connected with it, and that too
for the of Ray’'s lifetime
of works. The director himself
admits that as a film maker he
could think of no greater
recognition.
unexpected thing about

the award is that most of Ray's
films have not yet been
screened ‘in the US and that
no more than 25 per cent of
American filmgoers have
viewed his films in 16mm
prints shown on campuses.
The® Oscar, therefore, has
come not only as a tribute to
Ray, but has also raised the
stature of Indian cinema in the
cyes of entire Hollywood.

The previous recipients of

the Oscar award are
Greta Garbo (1955), Grant
- (1969), Charlie’ Chaplin

(1972), James Stewart (1984),
Akira Kuresawa (1989) and

henour -

- s0 done,

comes significantly from the
land of fantasies of his early
jrnulL.'I: He has often mentioned
in writings and speeches
that it was Hollywood movies
of the time that provided in-
spiration during his formative

by Sl Dk,

m
years. His heroes included
directors like Billy Wilder,
John Ford, Frank ra and
William Wykar — directors on
whom Ray waxcs eloquence in

Spiclberg, Lucas, Paul Newman -

and Ismail Merchant. It is also
to be noted that Hollywood has
had one of the most enduring
influences on Ray's mind and
style. Alfred Hitchcock has
been a favourite of Ray, as has
been Fred Astatre, the dancing
actor. Not that Ray has
expressed unqualified admira-
tion for Hollywood films, but
does admit that he has lcmt
much from American ci

It can certainly be said that the
Oscar comes from the very
institution which played a vital

his books on films.

Even {f Ray’'s works have not
been shown around the US to
the extent they deserved to be
American admiration
for the Indian director has
been steadily on the rise.
Nearly a couple of months ago,
about 70 dignitaries of the film
world who made a representa-
tion to the Oscar Committee,
recommended that the hon-
orary Oscar go this time to the
scptuagenarian Satyajit Ray,
The signatories included Kuro-
sawa, Francis Ford Cappola,

role in the formative years of
Ray’'s career.

The formidable list of hon-
ours received by Ray over the
years includes the Golden
Lion, the Golden Bear, other
prestigious awards associated
with film festivals held in
Cannes, Venice and Berlin
since the fifties, an honorary D

Litt from Oxford University,
the say Award, Padma
Bibhus a D Litt from the

Royal College of Arts, the Star
of Yugoslavia, Soviet Land
Nechru Award, and the highest

ing a sense of elation running
through the walching.

Meanwhile, the drmed
groups experimenting
with manufacture of explostves.
As detachment was en-
l.l':;ud with this task, Selim

*One of the members of
that team, Nizamuddin Azad,
son of Kamruddin Ahmed,
later died in baitle in Comilla
in November”, Seltm said.

Throughout this period, the
Communist Party, which
worked from underground at
the time, was tnvolved,

force behind
remembered the
late Comrade Mohammad
Farhad as an insptration during
those days of struggle.

The Students Union drew
up plans to resist the move-
ment of the army from Lhe
Cantonment by ;ltcting
strategic points in
erection of barricades and ob-
stacles. Rudimentary tech-
niques of anii-tank wariare
were discyssed, such as dig
ging of trenches and the mosi
effective use of Molotov
Cocktails.

*Some of the plans we had
scem quite absurd now, like
the idea of wal
ter or powdered chilly on
t from roofl-tops®, Selim
recalled with a slight grin,
*but it was all part of the spirit
and romance of the move-
ment”.

By the alternocon ol March
25, the EPSU lcadership, like
many others, ﬂ!lllledp that
something scrious was going to
happen. In order to be ready
for reaction, the decided
that the regular evening
mecting at the Shaheed Minar
scheduled for the next day had
to be brought forward to the
morning.

When ncews of troop move-
ment in Lhe silrcels came
through, Selim contacted
Farhad, and suggestied that
their plan to resist the army in
the street be put into effect.

Farhad agreed,
A mecting then took place

Continued from Page 9

 inside this complex are the

Kalachakra temple built by
Jigme Namgyal, and the Guru
Padmasambhava temple. There
are four large prayer whecls at
the entrance o the complex.:

The Kurjey Lhakhang,
pcrhaps one of the largest
temple complexes in Bhutan,
is extremely sacred. There are
threc large temple buildings,
and three chortens, all ringed
like a pcarl string by a wall of
over a hundred small stonc
choriens. -

The first temple is built
around the rock on which
Guru Padmasambhava is
belicved to have meditated.
Constructed in the 17th
century by a Tangsa Penlop,
the temple has a carving ol the
Guru and statues of the Past,
Present and Future Buddhas.
The second, a cave temple, is
very sacred as it is bclieved
that the Guru left his body
imprint on one of the rocks in
the cave. This temple was built
in the early 1900's by the [irst
King of Bhutan when he was
still the Tongsa Penlop. A
huge statue of Padmasambhava
bars the entrance to the cave.
There are onc thousand
statues of the Guru and stalues
of other tantric Buddhist
deities inside the temple. The
third and the newcst temple,
started in 1983 on
commission [rom the Qucen
Mother, and consecraled last
year, has a two floors high
statues of Yeshe Gompo, the
Protective deity of Bhutan.
There are beautiful wall-
paintings with characters from
Buddhism and a statuc of the
Present Buddha on the ground
floor. All the previous Kings of
Bhutan have been cremated
inside the Kurjcy Lhakhang

French award — Commander of
the Legion of Honour — which

French President Francois '

Mitterand personally con-
ferred on Ray in Calcutta. In a
beautiful citation read out by

* Mitterand, Ray was described

as a true successor of the great
Ribindranath.

It would not be wrong to
conclude that' although many
Americans have not had the
opportunity to see Ray's films,
the admiration he has gradu-
ally evoked in the West is such
that the honorary Oscar comes
to the Indian director in good
time and as a maltter of course.
Indians, who looked upon
themselves as underdogs in
the film world, feel Indian cin-
cma now ranks high along with
Salyajit Ray's recently won
Oscar.

iMagazine

in the Hatirpool house, with
members of EPSU, Chhatra
League and others including
artist Quamrul Hassan being
present.

Teams of young men were
sent oul to targetted city
points and to collect kerosene
and petrol to make Molotoy
Cockiails. But it wasn't
o be that easy, as they
oul

“By the time we started
making our moves, we realised
what it was really like to con-
front a well-armed regular
army”, Sclim said, "Our prepa-
rations were more of a roman-
lic nature, but it had its own
values, in mobilis-

ing public opinfon”.

The preparations also made
the students and public psy-
chologically hardened for the
long struggle ahead. From
then on, it was all about mak
ing contacts and waiting for
instructions.

The fatlure to resist the

army cflectively did not dis-
hearicn the cadres, Mujahidul
Islam Sclim said.

*We never despaired, we
knew whal had to be done”.
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March 23 Holiday
Saboteurs Warned

SIHEIKIH MUJIBUR RAHM-
AN on Salurday appealcd to
the people to carry forward
their movement in a peaceful

and disciplined manner.
In a statement issucd In

Dhaka he said that the pro-
gramme of action announced
on March 14 would contlinue
subject to all directives and
clarifications already {ssued
and may be issued from Ume
to time. March 23 shall be ob-
scrved as a holiday throughout
Bangladcesh

Shefkh Mujib said, The
pcoplc's movement has mo-
bilised every man, women and

Fl}rlng the Bnnp,rlndrnh flag and carrying dummy rifles, Volunteer Bngadn of the EPSU parading

past Dhaka Stadium.

o

child in every village and iIn
every town and city behind the
drmwhnd; of Bangladesh. The
pe Bangladesh have won
:ﬂhum and minds of free-
loving all over the
world, presents o
the world the inspiring cxam-
ple of a determined and united
tely towards their goal

b, = people in all
walks of life — the peasants in
the fields, the workers in the
factories and those in banks, in
offices and the ports and
Government service — whe
have worked tirelessly to sus-
tain the economy within the
framework of our direclives.
The students’, workers' and

ollice employees organisations

Central Bhutan

conmplex, and a chorten
dedicated to them stand at one
sid¢. with a ncwer chorten
built by
memory of her late husband.

The Konchogsum Lhakhang,
built in the 8th century, on the
other side of the river, has a
large antique broken bell,
belicved to be Tibetan. In the
courtyard, under a tree is a
huge rock supposedly placed
by Lhe saint Pema Lingpa, a
rcincarnation of Guru
Padmasambhava and a terton

("discoverer of hidden
treasures”). Pema Lingpa is
also credited with

constructing the Tamshing

the Qucen Mother in,

Lhakhang {s ecarly 16th
century. It has wall paintings
dating from the yecar the
temple was completed,
pe the only ones ol that
time still intact. There is a
statuc of the Present Buddha
whose [ace is said Lo have been
sculptured by Pema Lingpa

himscl{. Further east, along
unpaved roads through the

mountains we came through a
narrow gorge to Member Tsho

— “the lake". It is said
that Pema Lighpa had
discovered the hidden

religious treasures by plunging
into the river at this point with

a lighted lamp in his hand.
When he came out, the lamp

was still burning,-hence the
IHI. !t-l-

Along the way, we paid
visits to some of the
development and industrial

projects in Bumthang. These |

projccis have brought a certain
degrec of prosperity to the
arca. And we € our trip to
Humthang with a visit to its
dzong. Jakar, "the dzong of the
white bird”, is the seat of the
district administration,  but
does not house any monastic
community. Built in the late
17th century on a ridge over
looking the Chockhor Valley.
the Jakar dzong is perhaps onc
of the largest in Bhutan. It is
clongated in shape, quile an

arc o be

congratu-

mme of action
announced on Lthe | 4th March,
1971 shall continue, subject to
all directives and clartfications
whicrh have been issued and
which may be issued from Uime
to time 23rd March shall be
Dbil'ﬂ"lﬂﬂlmw'

oul

Observer, lhn:h!l II‘H

Rangpur

RANGPUR, March 20 : Mr.
Matiur Rhaman MNA-clect and
President Dhaka Ch-.ﬂ-r of
Commerce and Industry said
here recently that the
of Bangladesh were deter-
mined to fight to the last and
lo make any sacrifice to
achicve their goal of emanct-
pation and realise their "ﬁ
to ltve as a free citizen of a
country, reports PP1

He was addressing a public
meeting organised by the dis-
Awami League at the
Public Library Maidan here 1o
pay tributes to the martyrs of
the current movement. Messrs
Azizue Rahman and
spoke.

Mr Rahman called upon the
students and political parties
1o stand against the disruptive
clements who, he saild, were
oul to foll the gains achieved
by the people by their supreme
sacrifice.

—The
March 21,

Pakistan Observer
1971

unigque feature in itsell, and
has a tall imposing ccntral

towcr. The Ta Dzong. right
next 1o the dzong, is in rins.

Bhutan, the land of the
Thundre-Dragon, is a treasure-
house of precious Buddhist
artifacts and time-honoured
traditions. Coupled with the
God-given natural beauty of the
country, this really makes
Bhutan a joy to visit — the Last
Shangri-La. How long the
country can dely the
encroachment by mechanical
development and kecp itself
as the last paradise on earth,
only time will tell.

The writer is the wife of Syed
Muazzem All, the Bangladesh
Ambassador to the Kingdom of
Bhutan

Dear Mita,
%

[ love a girl. She is 12 and studics in class V1I. She and her

family

are our tenants. | will sit for

my 11SC examination this

year. | have been in love with her for two years and have told
her so when she was in class V. But she gave me no answer as
yet. ller family may be transfcrred from here to Dhaka. What

will | do then? | love her and cannot forget her.

Dear Hannan,

A llannan, Chittagong.

You might not like my answer, but | have to tell you that

the girl

you love (s merely a child who should not be dis-
turbed with such serious an issue as love. In fact you

oo are a

bit young for falling-in love. This is the time for her lo be light
hearted and free from any complications. [f you are so much
in love with her then please wait for 5 to 6 years, when she (s
older and matured enough to give you a response.

Decar Mita,

Alter 10 yrs of a very happy married life my

husband died

suddenly of heart attack, leaving me and our two small chil-
dren alone and helpless. He provided well for us and so we
lived comfortably. This happened five years ago and the chil-

dren are now 12 and 10. One

life, he wants Lo marry

resist #t for a long time speci
laws, relattves and [riends. But recently
weaken, the burden of looking alter the [amily

year ago a man came into my
me and look after us. | have tried to
ally because of the children, in-

I have started to
is too much

and the loncliness is also sometimes unbearable. What should
| do? | am very confused, please advise.

Dear Anonymous,
This (s a diffic

In our culture, widows are e

ult decision but one which only

Anonymous, Chiltagong

you can take.
to suffer in ®&llence. to

show respect and loyalty to her husband. Fortunately, atti-
tudes are changing and this oppression on women will go

leaving

them to make a choice and lead a normal life uﬂr;'
widowhood. [f you have known this man for a year and he still

warnts to marry you then my advise is to go ahead. Talk to the
children about it. Their wish and opinion (s important; ignore
everyone else’s criticism and gossips.

Dear Mita,

My daughter is more than onc ycar old bul is still on breast
milk. She does not like the bottlke at all and crics when | Lry
to give it. What can be done, please advisc.

Dear Sultana,

Sultana, Dhaka,

The process of transition [rom breast to bottle is called
"weaning”. Some babies do it very easily and others take
longer. Please don't get alarmed, it will happen eventually. If
, your nervousness and impatience get transmilted to the baby
" it will further delay the process..llow about solid food? Since,
she is one plus, you can easily supplement her milk require-
ment with Jood such as eggs, meat and fish. Try to give juice
or other drinks in the feeding botile so that she gets used to

the rubber nipple

s. Increase amount of powder milk very

slowly and decrease the amount of breast milk.

Dear Mita,

My frend was in love with a girl

who was also in love with

him. Last year she went off for a visit to the United States.

. After returning she has changed completely.

She does not

scem interested in my friend any hngt:r What will he do
now, he is madly in love with her?

time commitment. Maybe she is not Jor it and
should not be blamed. Please ask your to

this is not the end of everything, and is plenty of time
ahead



