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Attack on Israeli embassy

Fundamentalists

claim responsibility

BUENOS AIRES. Mar 19 :
Islamic (undamentalist
chaimed re-

Troops capture
another Tamil

rebel camp
COLOMBO, Mar 19 : Some
3,000 government troops
conlinuing

the guerilla camp at
Kokkuttoduval, 256 kilometers
(164 miles) northeast of
Colombo, they said.
Three soldiers suffered mi-
nor in in Wednecsday's
but the rcbels report-
o SR il Meilcoptes
when aircraft helicopter

ships destroyed two vehi-

BRIERFRY

tion. “Those who carricd out
these murders and those who
sent them can expect painful

unishment,” he told

. "The Isracli gov

ermnment will choose the place
and manner to avenge the
blood of the fallen.”

An earlter report said: The
car bombing ol the lsrach
Embassy that killed more than
20 people has only strength-
ened relations belween
Argentina and [srael, President
Carlos Menem said, rcports
AP.

As a memorial march was

for Thursday allernoon

m the obelisk that is the
city's landmark to the em-
bassy, 11 dead Israclis were to
be flown home, the vice presi-
dent of the World Jewish
Congress, Kalman Sultanik
said. However, still more bod-
fes were believed to lic in the
rubbie. |

"Argentina wias a viclim as
much as Isracl,” Mencem, a son
of Syrian immigrants, said

The dead were about
equally divided among Israclis
and Argentines, but the vast
majority of the 250 injured
were Argentines. The car
bomb damaged the ncighbour-
hood for blocks. The parochial
school across the street must
be torn down. llomes were
destroyed. Telcphone, clec-
tricity, gas and water lincs all
were interrupted. -

“Contrary to re-
lations with Israel, it (the
bombing) strengthens them’
said Menem, who in 1989 in-
viled Israel's president to visit
ms.-nlinl for the first time,

rocated last year, also

JNCC meet begins : me o ucicar

Control Committee (JNCC) opened its first meeting Thursday

at the truce village of Panmunjom

as South and North Korean

negotiators worked 1o hammer oul details of an inspection
regime, officials said, AFP rcports from Seoul.

Yonhap news agency said the South would propose

holding

mutual inspections ol suspecled nuclear sites on both sides of
the border, beginning sometime betwecn June 10-20, with

regular

inspections to be held
A top South Korean olflicial
propose intrusive inspcetions with short notice,

six months.
Lhe Scoul side would also

one

side to inspect a suspected nuclear site despite the others ob-

Jections,

He also said the south would demand reciprocity: one mili-
tary site for one military site, one civilian site for one civilian

site.

The North, until now, has demandcd that it be allowed to

inspect all US milijary bases in the South in exchange

for

Seoul inspecting its Yongbyon civilian nuclear facility.

Eme

declared a State o

in Armenia : Armenia has

Emergency because of a worsening

economic situation caused by a blockade by Azerbaijan,
Armenian radio reported on Wednesday, Reuter says from

London.

The radio,

Corporation (BBC), broadcast
foreign Ministry calling on the international community to

persuade Azerbaijan

monitored by the British Broadcasting

a statemcnt by the republic’'s

to end the blockade, otherwise war

would inevitably sprcad outside thc enclave of Nagorny-

Karabakh.

"Because of the crucl economic crisis resulting
rmment is forced to introduce a
republic,” the Foreign Ministry

blockade, the Armenian
State of Emergency in
sald.

US condemns bombing
States condemned on Wednesday the ‘ou
Islamic Jihad which has claimed

activities’ ol the

frnm the

e The United
s terrorist

responsibility for bombing the Isracli embassy in Argentina,

kiling 10 people, AFP rcports from Washinglon
The White House said President George

ﬁulh scnt his

condolences to Isracli Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir and

Argentine President Calos Menem

Tuesday's attack

in Buenos Aires which left at least 10 dead and injured 252

others.
"Our hearts
senseless act of ierror,”

go out to the victims of what appears to be a
White House spokesman Marlin

Fizwater quoted Bush as telling Shamir.

Bonn to control N-items : me cerman

government decided on Wednesday to tighten controls on
exports of items that could be used in nuclear plants to

reports ter from Bonn.

Middle Eastern, East Asian and African countries,

Government spokesman Dieter Vogel said German compa-
nies wishing to export nuclear components to these countries
would have to obtain an export licence first.

“This is necessary to minimise security risks connected
with nuclear installations in these countries — installations

which are not subject

to full intermational control or are in

arcas of tension.” he told a news conference.

Vogel did not s
uhlmt:}-n
exports of military goods
plyhﬂ]hnmr‘i’uplhvr:

Arabs won't

comply with

sanction on
Libya -

CAIRO, Mar 19 :
Lecague Secretary General
Esmal Abdel-Maguid said on
Wednesday he did not think
Arab countrics would comply
with UN sanctions western
powers want to impose on
Libya, Reuter.

Abdcl-Maguid * told re-

rs at a press dinner that

a had agreed to submit to
a ruling by the International
Court of Justice in the Hague
on whether to hand over two
men accusced of blowing up a
Pan Am airliner over
lmhrbthﬁmhnd in 1988,

This is very difficult for
Arab slates 1o say 1o the the

lntnudonlmmdundtnu.
‘80 home,’ " he added.

Arab

fy which countries were involved. The
that mtﬂcﬂnnl introduced last year on

uﬁhﬂl would continue to ap-

Vogel said.

" commund

International

World welcomes outcome of

HARARE, Mar 19 : British
Prime Minister John Major
yestcrday warmly welcomed
the outcome of South Alrica’s
whites-only referendum, say-
ing it sounded South Alrica’s
return to the international
ty. reports Xinhua

South Alfrican President F W
de Klerk has won 68.7 per
cent of the votes in Tucsday's
refcrendum called by himp last
month to lest white support
for his reforms.

“This result would never
have been achieved without
the courage and leadership
shown President F W de
Klerk, 4 Major said in a slalc-

men! released by the bDritish
embassy in Ccp-c Town.

He said: ‘]| co tulate the
white electorate lor choosing

the path of reform. It will
bring South Alrica back into
the international community .’
“The white electoraie
chosen a democratic, non-
racial future for South Alrica.
Their decision will be backed
by the vast majority of South
Alricans who did not voie, but
whose future was just as much
Xinhua adds : Indian Prime
Minister P V Narasimha Rao
has hatled the support of
whilcs In South Africa to the

political process of ending
apartheid in that country.

The Prime Minister was ex-
tending congratulations in a
mcssage lo South Alrican
President De Klerk on winning
support in a referendum from
a majority of the South Alrican
whites to his political reforms
aimed at dismantling apar-
theid, the Press Trust of India
reported last night.

A Lagos report says : The
Nigerian nment Lloday
welcomed the outcome of
South Africa’'s whiles-only ref-
erendum on President F W de
Kierk's constitutional reforms.

In a statement issued in

PRETORIA : ANC supporters carry banner during a march supporting President Frederik
de Klerk, who secured a convincing victory after the overwhelming "yes” vote in the South

African referendum for reform.

—AFP/UNB photo

Landslide claims 37 in Brazil

RIO DE JANEIRO, Mar 19:
A landslide roared through a
rain-soaked shantytown in a
southeastern city on
Wednesday, killing at least 37
pcople and burying scores of
others, officials said, reports
AP.

Rescucrs worked through
the night, digging through the
mud and wreckage for the
missing. Police said the death
toll could rise to 150.

"We have reports that
dozens of people, most of
them children, some of our
pcople say 200, couldn’t get
away and were buried alive,”
said Police Chiel Paulo
Mansur. "We won't know how
many for days.”

Mansur said 37 bodies were
found 4t the site. The Belo
Horizonte morgue said seven
of the 10 bodies identified so
lar were children. Seventy

people dug out of the huge
mound of earth were hospital-
ized, Mansur said.

The disaster occurred al an
oullying hillside district of
Belo Horizonte, capital of
Minas Gerais state 290 miles
gﬂ kilometers) northwest of

About 400 brick and woo-
den shacks were destroyed in
the ha slum, home to
1,000 of the shantytowns
40,000 residents, said fire de-
partment Sgt. Esigenio da Luz.

lic cstimated 100 to 150
people were still pinned under
the slide.

‘1 was only able to save my
baby boy,” one woman sobbed,
leaning on her husband's
shoulder jor support. | couldn't
carry the other. God, he's sill
in there.”

There was no official expla-
nation for the landslide, and

no investigation was planned
until after the rescue opera-
tion.

The' independent Jornal do
Brasil news service quoted lo-
cal ¢ as saying a land-
fill on which a construction
company had its offices gave
way after days of rain.

It said a JOO-loot-{100-me-
ter) wide shelfl of mud that
supported the construction
firm, perched atop a hill above
the slum, collapsed suddenly.

The avalanche flipped
trucks and cars and pushed
pine trees hundreds of feet
down the hill.

"There was a tremor
and a loud nofse and then a
wall of ecarth swept down the
hill,” Luz said by telephone.
Those poor pcople never had a

chance to get away,”

WASHINGTON, Mar 19 :
The US Army has begun Lo give
about 2,000 senior officers and
enlisted men and women the
news that they've been se-
leclted for ‘early relirement’
and must leave the service
within six months, reports AP.

The move is part of the
Defence Department's effort to
slash its forces by 25 per cent
by 1997.

It allects several groups of
soldiers who have becn In the
Army for more than 20 ycars
and therefore are cligible for
retircment -- primarily those
holding the rank of licutenant
colonel, full colonel, command
sergeant major and sergcant
major, sald Army spokes-
woman Maj. Barbara Goodno.

The unwelcome word Lhat
the Army doesn't want them
any more will be delivered by
the end of this week.

It must be delivered in per-
son, and by the genceral in
charge of the soldiers who's
been cut, Goodno said.

“It's really tough,” said one
colonel whose voice cracked as
he revealed his name was on
the list. "You've given your life
to something, you work so

25pc cut in US army by '

Another officer poinied 1o a
picture of his young children,
"My reasons arc rcady. | rcally
have to worry about what's im-
portant now,” said the oflicer,
who'd hoped he'd been
spared. "But | know thal this is
just the first melt. There will
be more cuts o come.”

No lists of those choscn will
be made public becausc such
an action could aflect a com-
mand officer's position in rcla-
tion to his troops, Goodno said.

The Army spokcswoman
said boards of senior Army of-

Accord to divide
Bosnia into

three zones

ZAGREB, Croatia, Mar 19 :
Leadcrs of Bosnia-licrzegovina
have agreed to divide the
breakaway Yugoslav republic
into three autonomous ethnic
zones, reports Reuter.

But the shaky accord is al-
ready being interpreted differ-
cnl by the republic's Serbs

h&u:lim

Indian General Satish
Nambiar, Commander ol the
pcace-keepers, said things
were going well,

ficers began meeting In
January, with each member of
a board individually going over
officers’ records to determine
the cuts.

Those officers allected will
reccive retirement pay, medi-
cal benefits and commissary
privilcges for life, just as ff
they had chosen to retire,
Goodno said.

But they be retiring at a
lower rank than they'd hoped
for, and far sooner than they
had cxpected,

"What makes this difficult is
that it hits people at mid-ca-
rcer, many with morigages and
small children,” Goodno said.
"There's a psychological im-
pact lo it when you are told,
‘You're good, but we just can’t
usc you anymore’.’

The Army, which now has
about 685,000 men and
women, must cut its force to
535,000 over the next five
years.

Congress is pressing for
even deeper culs in Lthe de-
fence budget. But Pentagon

lcaders hope their plans for-

reducing the 2 million-strong
active duty force to 1.6 million
will survive despite pressurc
from Capitol Hill.

I

referendumin S Afnca

Hwhnmmplwafnhu}n
mtmmdumﬂu

report adds : The
inkatha Freedom Party (IFP) of
South Africa said this
th.-ttlwu'lnorﬁr-tdjr‘

aboul he 'yes lmﬂly
the March 17 -only

crendum.

IFP spokesman Walter Lel
gate said his believed
that the basis of the Conven-
tion for a Democratic South
Africa (CODESA) was loo
NAarrow.

The IFP would continue to
fight for the admission of the
rightwing conservative party as
well as the Pan Africanist
Eﬂpcu to CODESA, Lelgate

Blacks
demonstrate
for power

JOHANNESBURG, Mar 19
More than 20,000 South
Alrican blacks demonstrated
yesierday In Cape Town de-
manding real power soon aller
President F W de Kilerk won
Tucsday's reform referendum.
reports Xinhua.

The demonstralors
ver around the parllament
building, demanding racial
equalities In educalion, pen-
sions and other social scrvices.

They also called for speedy
introduction of an interim gov
ernment to oversce South
Africa's transition to a non
racial and democratic country.

Apartheid at
a glance

JOHANNESBURG, Mar 19 :
Here is a look at the apartheid
siluation since President F W
de Klerk took office in 1989
and major issucs [acing the
nation's political leaders:

What's Changed

Black opposilion groups
such as the Alrican Natonal
Congress have been lcgalised.
The government has begun
ncgotiating lo wrile a new
constitution ending while rule.

— More than |,000 polili-
cal prisoners, including ANC
leader Nelson Mandcla, have
been [reed.

— Blacks, previously re-
siricied to land ownership in
13 per cent of the countlry,
may buy land anywhere.
Whites-only public
schools may be integrated if 72
per cent of parcnts vote in
favour of the change.

— Neighbourhoods, hospi-
tals, public transportation,
parks and other public factli-
tics and buildings are no

longer segregated.

What Hasn't Changed

— The black majority may
not vote.

—De facto segregation re-
mains in many institutions re-
flecting the huge economic
difference between the 5
million whites and 30 million
blacks.

— Education largely remains

con-

segregated, and most blacks
attend inferior schools.
ul "
— Constitution : Both sides

wan!l a new constitution giving
voting rights to the black ma-
jority. Bul the government
favours safeguards to protect
whites and other minorities.

— Interim Government :
The government insists ft
must remain in power during
the talks and any subsequent
transition to maintain order.
The ANC wants an interim
government.

— Economy : The govern-
ment says only a free-market
system can solve the country’'s
economic problems. The ANC
wanls measures to compensate
blacks for apartheid and
favours state economic inter-

| vention.

: Secrelary
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Off the Record

Radiation in one breast
causes cancer in other

BOSTON: Breast cancer radiation treatments secem Lo
pose a significant risk of cancer in the other breast for

women under 45, but the hazard is 100 amall to warrant a
c in the way the {lincss is treated, a new study has
found, re Reuter.

For older women, however, radiation treatments appear
to carry little risk that cancer will develop in the other
breast, according te the study, published in Thursday's New
England Journal of Medicine.

The research was done because radiation, which has be-
come an Increasingly popular technigue of curing early
breast cancer, can liscll cause cancer

In the past, some of the radiaiion intended for a cancerous
breast may have spilled onto the healthy breast.

Until relatively recently, radiation treatments were used
in conjunction with exicnsive surgery but now it is common
for doctors to remove as lillle breast tissue as possible and
really more heavily on the treatments

Breast cancer appears in approximalcly one woman in
ninc and is the second leading cause of cancer deaths among
WOmen.

The highest risk groups are women between 30 and 50
ycars of age and those at age 65.

Use condoms to reach targets

WASHINGTON: Developing Nations will have to consume
44 billlon condoms and B.8 billlon packets of birth eentrol
pills tf U N population largets are 1o be reached by the year
2,000, according to a report published Wednesday, reports
AFY.

The international [amily planning perspectives estimated
that with the current population in developing countries hov:
ering around four billion, the U N projections for keeping 1t
to five bilion by the turn of the cuntury would require an ex-
penditure of more than [ive billion dollar.

About 80 per cent of Lthe adults in lrazfl, China, Colombia,
Soulh Korea, Thailand and Turkcy practice contraception but
the methods vary in each region

Female sterilization is widely used in Southeast Asia and
Latin America and Intra Uterine Devices (IUD) are moslt
prevalert in East Asta and North Alrica,

About nine per cent of Lthe women in developing countries
who practice birth control Lake the pill while some six per
cent of men use condoms

Nothing but a romantic
licti

LONDON: Wealthy Texan Siceve Wyall was quoted Thursday
as saying he is decply upsel over reports that Prince Andrew
and the Duchess ol York will announce a separation and that
his (rlendship with Andrew's wile Is platonic, reports AP

‘| bave never had any romantic liaisons, ever, with Lhe
Duchess. We are still friends bul it is just a platonic friend-
ship. | and the Duke of York, Prince Andrew are also good
friends.” the Daily Express quoted 38 year-old Wyall as say -

News media reports say thal Andrew, the second ol Queen
Elizabeth II's three sons, and the former Sarah Fe are
preparing to announce their scparation after five years of
marriage and two children

Another London paper, the Daily Mail, said Wednesday that
media discussion about the friendship between Wyalt and the
Duchess — widely known as 'Fergie had brought maltters 1o a
head between the royal couple.

In January, the Daily Mail reported that photographs of her
and Wyalt taken while they were vacationing in Morocco with
[ricnds were found by a cleancr at a London apartmenl va-
caled by Wyatt. [t said then that the pictures were shown to
the paper before being handed to police.

Speaking from his Washinglon office, Wyall was guoled by
the Daily Express as saying, "l wish the Duke and Duchcss of

York the very best of luck in these trying times.”
Buckingham Palace has refusced to comment on reports in
the Dailly Malil and other ncwspapers on Wednesday that Sarah
is depressed by criticism and determined on a ns,
They were thought of as an unusually happy couple In
spite of the sieady criticism of the Duchess.
Press reports describe her as noisy, Lactless, more inter-
ested
in vacations than work, and a poor mother.

UN will try to
convince Myanmar

UNITED NATIONS, Mar 19
-General DBoulros

humanitarian but he is ex-
pected to refer to a two-week

Boutros-Ghali intends to send
a scnjor oflicial to Myanmar
shortly in an effort to convince
the military junta to stem the
flow of refugees lorced into
ncighbouring states, UN
sourccs sald on Wednesday,
rcporis Reuter.

Undersecretary-General Jan
Eliasson of Sweden, who is
emergency relief humanitarian
coordinator, is likely to go lo
Dhaka in Bangladesh at the
beginning of April while walil-
ing for a reply on whether he
is welcome In Yangon,
Myanmar.

Burma, known as Myanmar,
has refuséd to recognise the
Rohingyas as its nationals and
has said they will not be al-
lowed to return.

Bangladesh’'s Prime Minis-
ter Begum Khaleda Zia in-
tends to bring up the crisis
when she sees President
George Bush in Washington to-
day, diplomats said. She
mects Boutros-Ghall in New
York on Friday.

Eliasson’s missfon is mainly

old call from Boutros-Ghall
that asks Myanmar to deal with
the causes of the exodus.

The sources said Eliasson
just returned from Geneva af-
ter a briefling from Sadako
Ogata, the UN High Commi-
ssioner for Refugees, who has
said that the number of
refugees could reach 300,000
by the end of next month and
has appealed for 27.5 million
dollars in e aid.

Bangladeshi envoys at the
United Nations have appro-
ached Security. Council mem-
bers, particularly its Asian
members — China, India and
Japan — to discuss possible
moves to halt the flow of
refugees.

Myanmar's rulers have also
been under attack by the UN
Human Rights Commission fol-
lowing their annulment of
clections in May 1990, won by
the national league for democ-
racy. Its leader, Aung San Suu
Kyi, winner of the 1991 Nobel
Peace Prize, is under house ar-
rest.

hard ... and now this.”

T'hai troops evict Myanmar soldiers from a mortar base

MAE HONG SON, Thailand,
Mar 19: Thai troops have
evicted Myanmar soldiers from
a mortar base in northern
Thalland that they set up to
attack Karen rebels from the
rear, killing dozens, Thai offi-
cers said today. s

"We recetved the order to
clear the areas loday after the
Myanmar soldiers were with-
drawn from Thai territory,” an
army captain who had been in
the thick of the fighting told
Reuters today.

The Myanmar incursion
force pulled out late on
Wednesday and regrouped on
the border line, he said.

His force had learned from
l&n:mcpunnn of Myanmar ra-
communications that at lcast
30 Myanmar soldiers were

killed by Thai artillery, mor-

tars and small-arms fire, he
said.

They found 15 bodics when
they moved in today.

On Tuesday, Thal aircraflt
bombed the dug-in morsar
base; killing at least five
Myanmar soldiers.

pulled back but | be-
lieve that they will return
very soon lo take their left-
behind artillery or mortars,”
another Thal officer said.

Radio interceplions re-
vealed that a commander in-
side Myanmar had ordered
fleeing soldiers to return to
retrieve their big guns, the of-
ficer said from the Thai head-

quarters in the village school-
house in Dot Secang, three km

from the fighting.
More than 800 Thai sol-
diers have been rushed o the

area, 850 km northwest of '

Bangkok, to push out 300
Myanmar soldiers — part of
Yangon's operation Dragon
King — dry-seaon offensive
against the Karen.

The Karen, Christians in
Buddhist Myanmar with their
own Language and alphabect,
have been fighting for auton-
omy from Yangon for 40 years.

The Myanmar (troops
crossed into Thailand last
Friday near Dol Seang, 40 km
west of the provincial capital,
Mae Hong Son town. One Thal
ranger was killed and five
wounded.

Licutlenant-Colonel Aung
Myal, the Karen commander in
the Myanmar jungle near Dot
Scang, said today his B00
weary fighters were engaging
500 to 600 [resh Myanmar
L

Yu.r;gm forces were advanc-

ing on the Karen headquarters
at Manerplaw, 120 km south of
Mac llong Son on the river
Moei, said television
monitored in Thailand on
Wodnesday night

Myanmar [orces had cap-
tured two more small rebel
nulpﬂﬁll near slecping Dog
Hill,*a major strategic site
overlooking the Karen [ront
line that the Myanmar took
last weekend.

On and Wednesday,
Myanmar soldiers found 33
Karcn bodics and seized many
weapons, Lhe television re-
ported. One Myanmar soldier
was killed and nine wounded,
it said.

The Myanmar troops werce

shelling Manerplaw from
slecepin Dog Hill on
Wednesday, a Thatl officer

based near Mancrplaw said.

Eight shells landed in the jun-
gle on the Thai side of the
river.

A scnior Karen offictal con-
tacted in Thatland by tele-
phonc said his stronghold was
now in the range of Myanmar
artillery force,

Fighting was also raging at
Kaw Moo Ra, the Karen's num-
ber 2 camp, 150 km south of

Mancrplaw,
A Thai border patrol officer
in Mac Sol, across the river

from Kaw Moo Ra, said 50O
wounded Myanmar soldiers
had been kil when military
trucks evacuating them from
the baltleficld struck land-
mines and then were am:
bushed by Karens.

Gunfire resounded in the
Maoi valley around Kaw Moo Ra
today. Thal officers said the
shooting had lessened since

thcy fired on Myanmar posi-
tions lo stop border incur-
sions.

Em Marta, spokesman for
the Karen national unifon, the
political arm of the rebellion,
sajid on Wednesday evening he

was confident Manerplaw
would be saved.
“Sleeping Dog Hill was the

first line of defence,” he told a
symposium in Bangkok. "There
is still the second line, the
river, and the third line
around White Elephant
Mountain.

"Manerplaw is still safe for
this year.” he said. If 1t took
two and a half months to take
Sleeping Dog Hill, it will 1ake
them two and a hall months to
tuke the second line and by
then it will be the rainy sea-
e

MPs foil move
to restore

Aristide

PORT-AU-PRINCE, Mar 19 :
A.walkout by legislators has
thwarted an attempt to turn
back the clock on a military
coup and restore exiled
President Jean-Bertrand Aris-
tide to power, re AP.

Supportiers of the plan say
they fear opponents have new
stalling tactics in store for
them. But they are determined

to try again.

"We have all the time in the
world,” Senate President
Dejean Belizaire satd Wednes-
day evening, afier the walkout
by opposing lawmakers left a
special parliament session
without a m and forced

| Belizaire to suspend it.



