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Proposed JRC Meeting

What was once an mn? wonder, now
stands as a constant r ol our waler dis-

pute with India. The Hardinge Bridge, which
spanned one of the gratest rivers of the world,
now carries our line over a sun dried sand

stretch through which what flows as a river can
better be described as a trickle. The might
Ganges is all but a shadow of its former

sell, squeezed litlle little all al the up

stream with what is for the lower

mm—ubulammkerydlhecmplo{
a natural resource.

With the lowest ever flow of the Ganges at
14.812 cusecs of water, an urgent need has
arisen to n the efforts to come to an under-
standing with the upper riparian. India, about
sharing its water. Given the immediacy of the si-
tuation Bangladesh has called for a meeting of
the Joint r Commission (JRC) on April 15,
1992. The acute shortage of water in the area
served the Ganges is not only creating prob-
lems with river navigation but has dramatically
increased the problem of salinity. It is now more
than four years that the nt on Ganges wa-
ter sharing lapsed. The last meeting of was
held in June 1991. thm* seems (o have hap-
pened since then. We therelore welcome the idea
ol the level mct:tl.nﬁ being followed by a
ministerial level meeting, which in its turn may,
lead to a summit. The talk of a summit on the wa-
ter sh issue has arisen from the fact that a
political solution has become necessary.

The grublcm of sharing water of a river that
flows more than one country is neither
new nor e. What, however, has complicated
the situation in our case is unilateral behaviour of
India in extracting whatever amount of water it
needs at the upper level. India has not denied our
suspicion that it is diverting Ganges waler al sev-
eral other points in the up stream, further reduc-
ing the flow inside Bangladesh. Cooperation has

not been forthcoming from India to the extent it

is to find an amicable solution to the
exi dispute. But g]l:cn the acute nature of
the problem we cannot lay back and allow the sit-
uation to continue.

Given the fact that we were able to work out
#rr:emcnts during the time of both Sheikh
ujibur Rahman and Ziaur Rahman, we see no
reason why a similar situation cannot be worked
out now. the establishment of a demo-
cratic government in Bangladesh, it was hoped
that cooperation between our two countries, es-
in the critical and politically sensitive
area ol water sharing, will increase. But subse-
quent Indian stand has belied that expectation.

The situation that India is creating for
is one that is unjust and cannot be ac-
cepted under any circumstances. India is well
aware that there are many examples where sev-
eral countries have been able to reach amicable
solution to their common river problem. The
most notable example in this regard is the
agreement between five South East Asian coun-
tries on the use of the water of the M River.
They have a permanent body called the Meko
Committee with its headquarters in Thailand,
that oversees all water shar problems be-
tween the five user countries. Is there nothing
we can learn from them?

Whatever may have been the past reservations,
we urge India to come.to the JRC meeting with a
complete awareness of the itmpactl its policy is
having on the economy and ecology of
Ba desh. When the whole world is moving to-
wards ter cooperation in every field, it will
indeed a pity il we cannot find a solution to
the sharing of what is deflintely one of the great-
est gifts of nature to humankind — water.

Victory in South Africa

Sanity has won against htw white ex-
tremism in Suulhgaﬁfrtcaﬂgwhcl::tg President
Frederick de Klerk has just won an overwhe
mandate to continue with his reform process
lea to a new democratic future for his coun-
iry. There could not have been a more welcome
news {o come from South Africa at this moment.

The "white only” referendum staged to ascer-
tain whether President de Klerk could pursue the
process of reshaping the country's future, started
in February 1990, was clearly a gamble. Although
political analysts had cauuuusg predicted a nar-
row victory, marked by an tive vote, the
referendum could have produced a disaster,
forcing Mr de Klerk to go for another "whites
nnlr gcntral election, with uncertainties casting
?r_: adow over the future of the strife-torn coun-

There may be all kinds of explanations as to
what prompted the white voters to accept the
continuance of the process of reforms. There is
likely to be some truth in the contention of
Andries Treurnicht, the leader of the pro-
aFarlhcid Conservative Party that "the possibility
ol sanctions, the ghost of unemployment and
even violence” in the event of a rejection of re-
forms scared a majority of whites. However, there
is little doubt that a sizable number of whites re-
alise by now that if South Africa has to survive as
part ol the civilised world, it has no choice but to
take the road to democracy and equality of all
pcuple.mﬁgardlcu ol race, in terms of political
rights economic opportunities.

With a clear mandate obtained for the continu-
ance of the process of reforms, President de
Klerk and Nelson Mandela will get down to seri-
ous talks on framing a new constitution. No one,
the least of all the leaders concerned, can under-
estimate the challenges which lie ahead. It is ac-
cepted by all concerned, including the interna-
tional community, that the new political system
in South Africa must be based on the principle of
one person, one vote" and that all should be
equal before the law, enjoying equal socio-eco-
nomic opportunities. However, the thorny ques-
tion of providing some constitutional and eco-
nomic safeguards to the white minority has been
raised and, in principle, accepted by Mr Mandela
as a valid one. From outside, one can talk in
lerms of les. However, both President de
Klerk Mr Mandela are tic individuals
who know what's best for their country. Whatever
they decide to do together. should have

support of the international community in full
measure., .
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Peacekeeping Booms, but Money for it is Short

- by Stephen Court

The arrival of thousands of United Nations peacekeeping troops in Yugoslavia has been
welcomed by its war-weary population. Yugoslavia, Cambodia, Lebanon and Western
Sahara are four of 25 peacekeeping operations carried out by the UN since it was founded in
1945 "to maintain international peace and security.” Now, the cost of peacekeeping threat-
ens the work at a time when member states already owe the UN millions of dollars.

HE year 1992 looks set

to be the busicst for the

blue-helmeted forces of
the United Nations since they
were first deployed on peace-
keeping operations more Lha
40 ycars ago. !

In late the first of

14,000 UN troops arrived in

following the coase-
fire between the warring
Serblan and Croatian forces.
And tn the coming wecks the
largest peacekeeping force
ever assembled by the UN —
16,000 mu\d 4,000 po-
ltee and adminisirators
— is due to start arriving in
Cambodia.

Thousands more UN troops
arc involved in a total of 13
current operations in the
Middle East, Alfrica, Asia and
Central America.

The task of the troops in
Yugoslavia — known as the UN
Protection Force — is to demil-

itarise three Scrb-dominated

regions in the former Yugoslav
republic of Croatia, where the
bulk of the fighting has been,
and then to create conditions
for a political scillement.

The force is being scnt by
the UN Security Council for an
initial 12 months. Cost; 8633.5
million.

This expensc is likcly to be
far exceeded by the cost of the
opcration in Cambodia, now
put at $1.9 billion for an initial
16 months. The pcace agree-
ment in Paris last Octlober be-
tween the Phnom Penh gov-
ernment and the three rebel
Cambodian factions mcant that
the UN peace plan — inchuding
sciting up a transitional gov-
ernment, disarming troops,
and overseeing ol elections in
1993 — could begin.

Last November several hun-
dred soldfers and civilians of
the United Nations Advanced
Mission in Cambodia began
their work, including ccasefire
monitoring, oversecing com-
munfcations and minec clear-
ance, in preparation for the
arrival of the main forec.

UN Seccrctary-General Bou-
tros Boutros-Ghall, has pressed

for the main force o be sent
by April, before the rainy
scason starts 0 make many
roads impassable. He fears that
unless the* force s sent
quickly, the I[ragile peace
agreement will not survive.

This year's huge increases
in the cost of peacckeeping
come when the UN is already
owed millions of dollars by
member states for current op-
erations.

Scnior officials are reparted
to be worried that the UN
might not be ablc to run these
two major operations because
of its overstretched budget.

Another problem — fcal

danger — often facces peace:
keeping

Keepers of the peace: UN forces around the world

forces. In  laler

February, the Israch attack on
Hizbollah forces in the south
Lebanon buller zone policed by
the 6.000-strong UNIFIL
(United Nations Interim Force
in Lebanon] caused casualtics
among UN soldicrs.

Seven UNIFIL troops were
injured as came under at-
tack by both lsracli forces and
Hizbollah guerrillas. Since
UNIFIL was established in
1978 following the Isracll in-
vasion of Lebanon, more than
180 of its soldicrs have died
(although not all in hostile ac-
tion) and ncarly 300 have been

injured.
Since 1948 at lcast 799
pcacckecping personnc] have

died, mastly through hostile

action or accidents. ONUC, the
United Natllons Operation In
the Congo in 196064, Lhal in
volved nearly 20,000 Lroops.
was Lhe mosl viclent, costing
234 UN lives.

According to UN peace-
kceping principles, the use of
force is limited to self-de-
fence, requiring sell-restraint
by the soldiers.

Thcre are other hardships.
A rcport relcased in February
by thc Foreign Allairs Com-
mitice of the Uniicd Stales
Scnale said military obscrvers
of MINURSO, thc Uniled
Nations Mission for the Refer-
endum in Westcrn Sahara,
"have been lorced to ltve In

unnecessartly harsh — and

sometimes life-threatening —
conditions.”

Inadequate supplics, says
the reports, mean the soldiers
are living tin unhygienic condi-
tions, and a significant number
of observers — overseeing a
planned referendum on inde-
pendence in the former
Spanish colony annexed by

in 197% — have con-
tracted dysentery and other
discascs.

Yugoslavia, Cambodia,
Lebanon and Western Sahara
are just fouy of 26 UN peace-
kceping Operations, estab
lished sisice the organisation
was folnded in 1945 “to
maintgin international peace

and rity.

operations, which are
di between observer mis-
sioris. and peacckeeping forces,
have been 1o super-

vise and maintain ceasefires,
oversce troop withdrawal and
provide a buffer between op-
posing forces.

Almost all the forces have
been formed by a decisfon of
the Security Council, with the
Secretary-General responstble
for tho:: the force com-
mander asking member
states to supply troops. per:
sonnel and equipment.

The operations, which are
under a code of impartiality,
must have the consent of all

involved in a conflict —
unlike the two UN military
cnflorcement actions in the
Korean war and the Gulfl war,
which were both under US

leadership.

About half the peacekeep
ing o tions have been in
the Middle East, and five, In-
cluding UNIFIL (despite the

word "Interim” in its title), are

conlinuing

Since the Cold War ended
‘n the late 1980s. there has
been a renaissance of poac
kevping”. a development reco
gnised with the award of Lhe
Mobel Prize to the UN
peacekeeping forces inm
Scpiember 1988

Of the 25 operations, 13
began in the first 40 years of
the UN., but the latest dozen
have staried strice April 988

The operations have been
changing from a more straig
hiforward ceasefire monitoring
and “buflfer” role, to being part
ef UN-supervised political
transition that includes free
elections and mulll- party
democracy, such as in the
Namibtan operation of 1989-
90 and the planned operation
in Cambodia.

While these developments
have made a vital contribution
to world peace, the suppres-
sion of Kurds and Shiftes in
iIrag by Saddam Husseins
regime afller the Gulfl war
showed some defects in the
peacckeeping machinery.

The continued existience of
trouble-spols around the
world, such as Alghanistan
Somalia, Sudan, Sri Lanka and
Azerbaljan. mean that UN
pcaccheeping work goes on
being necded.

In response (o this, the
Sccurity Council summit at the
end of January asked the
Secretary-General to recom-
mend, by July 1, 1992, ways of
strengthening and improving
UN peacekeeping.

Ghall's reform came sooner
than expected. On February 7
he announced the creation of a
new department of peacekeep-
ing operations. With more re-
forms due by July, the Blue
lHelmets on duty for the UN
are likely to be In greater de
mand than ever — providing
the money is available.

— GEMINI NEWS

STEPHEN COURT (s a [ree
lance writer and broadcaster
on international affairs for the
BBC World Service.

Delhi Taking Fresh Look at Southeast Asia

Prakash Chandra writes from New Delhi

HE opportunity has

come for India to logk

further south and cast
towards Asia.

Southeast Asfa backons, and
Indfa has been accepted as a
sectoral partner at the ASEAN
summit last January in Sin-
gapore. ASEAN stands for the
Association of Southeast Asian
Nations which groups Brunet,
Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippi-
nes, Singapore and Thailand.

Its cooperation will be lim-
ited to specific arcas like
trade, investment science,
technology and training. And
observers doubt whether this
will amount to more than a
foot in the door.

For the Japanese already
have an overwhelming pres-
ence in Southeast Asia.
Australia, too, has the status of
a [ull observer in ASEAN and it
seems China, too, will have a
similar privilege.

It is not surprising that
New Delhi has been given a
lower status, India is to be
blamed for this strange situa-
tion. For, no effort seems 1o
have been made in Southeast
Asian capitals to lobby for a full
observer status.

India has always lacked a
comprehensive Asian policy.
And from all accounts it does
not even have a clear perspec-
tive of what its relations with
Southeast Asia should be,

For several decades, ob-
servers have noted, New
Delhi's Southeast Asian policy
was marked by sudden spates
of enthusiasm and then yawn-
ing gaps of indifference.

Many Asian observers have
suspected that India is too
preoccupied with her policy
towards Moscow, Washington
and now To to worry about
her small Astian neighbours
who, incidentally, happen to
be economic glants.

This has gencraled a wave
of resentment in Asian capi-
tals. It was not only calculated
indiffcrence but also a clear

lack of appreciation of the new
forces which are at work in
Southeast Asia.

Indian diplomatic missions
in the Asian capitals are only
contcnt with building relations
with Indian communities
there. The aim is to protect
Indian interests.

But as Malaysian Indians
and Singaporeans are repeal-
edly telling visitors, “India
must pay more attention to
Asian countries. You must have
a fruftful, political and eco-
nomic dialogue with Southeast
Asia. I you believe that by sim-
ply promoting trade with this
region you have achieved quite
a lot, you are clearly mistaken.”

Asian observers who have
served in New Delhi in their
Embassics have long resented
a certain kind of patronising
attitude by senior officials of
the External Afflairs Ministry.
The feeling persists among
many Asian observers that
India considers herselfl an
Asian superpower, particularly
in South Asia.

But some Indian officials
have also felt that Southeast
Asian countrics are too busy
building bridges with China to
bother about India.

Observers believe that the
time has come for an honest
appraisal of these suspicions
and misgivings. Tours by
Ministers, who often indulge
in rhetoric about past cultural
relations, are not enough to
gencrate better understanding
with Southecast Asian countries.

A scnior Western diplomat,
who has worked in Asian coun-

trics, is surprised at the low
represenilation given to New

Delhi in ASEAN. "This just
shows the near faflure of
Indian diplomacy. Either you
do not realise the importance
of Southeast Asia or successive
minority governments have
failed to take policy decisions.
The time has come now for
New Dehli to be closcly asso-
ciated with Asian develop-
ment,” he says.
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Dhaka University

Sir, | wince Lerribly when |
come across in the print me:
dia the refercnce of Dhaka
University as the ‘Oxford of the
East’. At this point of time the
university could be dubbed as
the most disgraced in Lhe
world. And why nol. One of its
ouls produce is [lussain
Mohammad Ershad — once the
CMLA, later President of

esh and now in Dhaka
Central Jail, because he pos-
sessed il arms and lots of
tliegal cash,

What | want to impress
here is that the sccnario
around the DU isn't any bettcr.

Naked display of hand guns
and assorled arms (s within
sight of the law cnlorcing
agency but there s no attempt
to apprehend the culprits.
Therelore, it is [urther proof
that anyone with arms is ap-
parently above the law — and
rather authorised to kill and
maim. Please, thereforc, let's
not refer to 'Oxford’,

Mushtaque Ahmad
Uttara, Dhaka,.

Crime and law & order

Sir, The present law and
order situation in the country
especially in the metropolis is

For several decades, India

's Southeast Asian policy

was marked by sudden spates of enthusiasm and
then yawning gaps of indifference

Some analysts have desper-
ately believed that thc great
clarfon call given from time to
time for greater/economic co-
operation between countries of
the South and those of tLhe
non-aligned movement would
be enough to genecrate eco-
nomic cooperalion between
India and ASEAN countries.

Bul clearly this has been a
misplaced hope. As one ob-
server says, "We muslt face the
unpleasant fact that there is nd
such thing as South-South co-
opcration. It all sounds well on
paper. But look at any
Southeast Asian country. They
will sooner have a technical
assistance agrecment wilh
Japan, Germany, the UK or
France than with India or
China even i{[ you have the
same technology to offer. Also,
now the Asian countries have
an edge over India in terms of
high technology.” :

Scveral teams of business-
men have visited Singapore,
Malaysia, Indonesia, the
Philtppines and Thailand. But
the government has done
nothing more than encourage
the Chambers of Commerce
and private-sector companies.

There has been no clear-cut
economic cooperation policy,
although Commerce Minister P
Chidambaram and Finance
Minister Dr Manmohan Singh
have held seminars in Singa-

porc and called for greater
economic cooperation with the

region.

There has been very little
follow-up action. The reason is
official indifference and a clear
lack of competence In the
Ministry of External Allairs to
deal with economic issues. In

fact, this is too serious a mat- /

ter to be left to the depart-

—

not saltisfactory. The inci-
dences of street robbery, hi-
jacking, murder and other
crimes have increascd alarm-
ingly. Common people are
afraid of moving freely in the
streets. Morcover, bus and
coach dacoilies have become a
rcgular feature, Criminals are
committing crimes in broad
daylight. Often it scems as (f
there exist no law and order.

Public resistance against
the criminals is almost absent,
because they arc frightened of
the consequcnces. Allthough
the personnel of the law en-
forcing agencics arc apparcntly
vigilant, stlll the occurrence ol
criminal acts {s quitc [requent.
If this lawless situation contin-
ues for long, the entire secu-
rity system of our socicly may
break down.,

Would the rcelevant authort-
tics please do the necdlul to
combal crimes by apprechend-
ing the criminals

M Zahidul Haque
Asstt Prof, BAl, Dhaka

)

menlal babus of the Indian
Forcign Office.

Some analysts suspect that
New Declhi’'s preoccupation
with SAARC (South Asian Asso-
clation of Regional Coopera-
tion) has gencrated as well a
degree of indifference towards
Asian economic questions.

Yet, the fact must be [aced
that SAARC is a little better
than a still-born baby. Whatever
official pronouncements, so-
called declarations, these are
no more than hot air. The re-
gion is dominated by India and
Pakistan and clearly the
bristling differences between
them have led to the slow
progress and even decline of
this regional grouping.

Many observers believe that
such a regional arrangement
has, in fact, no future as the
small countries are cowering
in fear. are forever in fear
of the economic dominance by
India and Pakistan.

No one can help India's
size, her vast resources and
technological superfority. It is
a measure of the failure of New
Delhi's policies that so
far India has not been able to
inspire confidence among its
small neighbours, who, for
their own reasons of survival,
often gang up against the
larger power behind closed
doors.

A more meaningful ar-
rangement and regional eco-
nomic b ing cannot take
place unless New Delhi and
Islamabad sort out their politf-
cal dilfferences. And this, of
course, is asking for the moon.

The Pakistanis have repeat-
edly asserted that the main

stumbling block betwecn the
two countries is disputed
Kashmir. Unless this problem
is resolved, nothing much will
happen.

Meanwhile, ASEAN fis
preparing itsell for a further
march on the road to a free
trade area. A 15-year period
has been chalked out in which
intra-ASEAN trade will be free
of Customs duties. This, of
course, is a long period and

many observers doubt whether

ASEAN countries, which have
more trade with the. outside
world than with the members
of their group, can achieve
anything substantial.

Even after 25 years of this
regional grouping what ASEAN

has achieved {s more a political

will to gather together for

economic cooperation than the

achievement of any commer-
cial goals or for that matter a
greater degree of economic

couperation, — Depthnews Asia

OPINION

"Cold 1s Gold"

As a regular reader of your
paper, | did not fail, even
though in sick-bed, to note the
piece under the headline
"Scason for Sure Crops: Cold is
Gold", in the useful series
"From LDC to NIC® by Mr
Shahed Latil. 1 am glad that
this topic has at last been
broached by him.

For the information of Mr
Shahed Latil and of the vast
rcadership of your outstanding
papcr, may | say that in my
Bangla Book, Rahugrasta
Bangladesh : Rahumuklir
Ruprekha, published in
February, 1890, and acclaimed
by economists, planners, intel-
lectuals and the press. | had
devoted one full chapter on
this very topic. I had gone to
the extent of saying that the
traditional monsoons should
yicld place to the dry season of
nearly 7 months, as the prin-
cipal season for agriculture in
Bangladesh. 1 have insisted
that in spite of the advantages
of rainfed irrigation the mon-
soons should be relegated to
the position of secondary sea-
son for agriculture due to the
dangers and pitfalls that are
associated with it

Since Mr Shahed Latif has
come close to my proposition,
which enwvi s a total change
ol outlook of the [armers and
of the government as an im-
portant step towards changing
the fortune of the nation, he
may find in my book material
and logic in support of his
valuable series, "LDC to NIC", |
shall always be available for
discussion about the despica-
ble poverty which has by now
overshadowed all other prob-
lems of the nation. | reiterate
that 1t is impossible to solve
any problem of the people of
Bangladesh without simultane-
ously tackling the problem of
poverty. At the same lime, IL is
impossible to solve the prob-
lem of poverty without simul-

Jdaneously tackling all other
problems — economic, social,
political and also administra-
thve.

Poverty is surely the
Number One problem of
Bangladesh. It is gratifying that
in the last few months it has
been receiving some attention
at least in academic discus-
sions. But | dare say, no ap-
propriate strategy for allevia-
tion of poverty has yet been
formulated. Based on my ex-
perience of over hall a century
on poverty sftuation across the
world, 1 have beecn experi-
menting on the appropriatc
strategy for poverty alleviation
for a number of years. | am
now satisfied beyond doubt
that the appropriate strategy is
neither very difficuit nor very
expensive.' It s a strategy
which will surely be welcomed
by the t::ple at large. The

rer the people, the more

will they be to accept the
strategy to improve Lheir own
lot through hard work in iIn-
come generating activities,
along with mass education, en-
vironment, sanitation, family

planning and every activity as-
sociated with alleviation of
poverty.,

The strategy for alleviation
of poverty developed by me is
based on évery family as a unit
for upliit from poverty. | call
every such family a "social pa-,
tient” with every member of
that family being a imb. Every
iimb of that "social patient” has
to be taken care of simultane-
ously; has to be cured of physi-
cal and mental diseases and
deficiencies; has to be involved
in educative and income gen-
erating activities simultane-
ously. Thus from the very first
day of start of work under the
project of poverty alleviation,
no member of that family will
be lying idle or unca for,
Every female will have plenty
of work to do in and around
the homestead and every male

Alleviation of Poverty

will be busy working in the
homestead or out in the ficlds
or in commercial or industrial
pursuits. No member of the
family, physically capable of
doing at least some work, will
remain unemployed.

The strategy indicated
above takes care of even the
totally landless people, clus-
tered in shanties in and
around the urban arcas. It will
not be very diflicult to imple-
ment the strategy. What fis
more important is that the to-
tal investment required for al-
leviation of poverty under this
strategy will not gxceed the
average GDP of just one year
multiplied by the number of
members of the family. Thus if
a family’ has six members, the
total investment required for
that family would be not more
than Tk. 40,000/-, once for all.
This investment is recoverable
in 5 to 10 ' time, starting
from the second year of in-
vestment. The fund will thus
revolve and will be available for
other poor families. This

scheme will not only alleviate
poverty, but will also simulta-
neously take care of unem-
ployment, environment, sani-
tation, health, family planning,
cducation, housing, etc., and
above all create inspiration and
ambition for self-advancement
among the poor people, who
can now think of nothing more
than mere survival.

In order to demonstrate the
result of the stratcgy, we have
formed a new NGO called
Direct Action for Alleviation of
Poverty (DAFAP), and we are
just starting implementation of
a small pilot project in one ol
the poorest villages within
one-and-a-halfl hours drive
from Dhaka. We hope, in a few
months’ time we shall invite
interested persons to inspect

the progress.
M A Haque

-,

aq
Tikatooly, Dhaka. ,




