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Dhaka Day by Day
Streets of Anarchy

by Aasha Mehreen Amin

i you think nobody lollows traffic rules
anymore ket me prove you wrong Everybody
follows the rules of the road — their ownl
Whether #t 1s the ricks ‘wala’, the baby-taxi
driver, the truck driver or car driver, they all
move according to their $wn set of

fons’, Added to this incredible concoc-
tlon of confusion is a dash of jay-walking to
make this scenario of utler chaos complete.

A comymon pastime in Dhaka nowadays, is
to spend from 30 minutes to an hour every
morning in a traffic jam.

This is especially truc where city authorities
decide to repair the roads sine die — in the
middie of an intersection.

Now when you are in onc ol these
Jams’ den't feel bored or just a Hite
that will miss out on the b in
your because you will be late for a meeting:

as you sit in the rickshaw twiddling your
-thumbs, your college final will be over and with
fit, perhaps, your academic lfe. Relax. And en-

joy the spectacke.

may crane your neck o see what lies ahead.
A sea of two, three, four-wheelers surround
you, with mo apparent intention of budging. It
is loo late to turn back, oo early to go home.
A closer look at the traffic lights indicates
that they are functioning alright although the
red scems o have a stubborn streak. It's
just the vehicles in all four roads of the
intersection have decided to move at the same
time and all of them want to be first. The tral-
fic policeman seems to have given up and can
do little save look harassed and :nlphlly
blow on his whistle — al no one in particular.
Afler about an hour, the traffic may miracu-
Mm-htm.ﬂutmmmmh
happen. You will realize that 'maintaining
lanes' s a totally alien concept on these roads.
A rickshaw, scooter, truck and car will be
compeling for the same lane regardiess of size

nrmod.
rickshaws may deecide to take the casy

way out of this confusing mess. They promptly
drag their rickshaws on the pavement and

Take the rickshaw ‘wala’' for example. The
first thing he aims for is to hit the rickshaw in
front of him with as much force as possible so
that the surprised passcnger expericnces the
unique fecling of being in mid air for a few
scconds, before crashing into the seal again. By
this time a second and third row of th
three-wheelers  will have formed, playing this
game ol charge, hit and crash' while at the
same Ume interlocking cach other's wheels in
d passionalc embrace. For some reason’ this
docs not go down wcll with cither passengers
or the pullers themscives who hurl sweet
terms of endearmenl al cach other.

With such lively exchanges comes a back-
ground music of privatc cars and monstrosities
called buscs, the drivers of which think that
their exuberant and incessant honking will
somchow move the traffic. The pattern they
make while they wall. is a sort of symmetrical
zigzag with cach car or bus squcezing into the
ricarest inch it can find. ilcre 1 must add that
the scootcrs — dear little devils, have a &pectal
advantage, whisking their way through little
nooks and crannics to get to the very front of
the line while thelr passengers alternate be-
twuen hyperventilation and asthma attacks.

At this stage the traffic s somewhat mo-
bile, going at a ralc ol an inch, in say, fifteen
minutes. After half an hour (and two inches),
however, everything comes Lo a standslill. You

whiz ofl on their merry way | The traflic police
is nowhere in sight since he is too preoccu-
pied with being bribed — or cleaning wax from
hik ears.

As the traflic begins to "unjam” the drivers
of all vehicles will rush headlong like crazed
maniacs as if to 'fron out’ the pedestrians,
cycles etc. Signals are also made in peculiar
ways. If a rickshaw ‘wala' wishes to go left, he
will invariably hold out his hand to the right.
Buu;xw:l;;nlh]]i to establish that
are ones to have the 'right of . As
for the jay-walker, if it is a two-way ltr::tft: is
crossing, he will naturally look in the opposite
direction from which the cars are coming.

S0 what can be done about such anarchy ?
Getting rickshaws, scooters and automobiles to
move in separate lanes would help. Enforcing
speed limits for buses and trucks through
penalties wouldn't be such a bad idea either.
Jay-walkers could be fined on the spot [ if they
are alive).

Laws may be made every day, but without
proper enforcement they are ineffectual and
meaningless. With enforceability, we as people,
need to develop two important qualities —
discipline and consideration. Before this hap-
pens, however, remember one thing when you
step out of home: going out can be hazardous
to your health. '

Commission for amending
labour laws to be
announced soon

Labour and Manpower
Minister Abdul Mannan
Bhuiyan Thursday said a law
commission to suggest
' amendment to the existing
labour laws would be an-
nounced ncxt week, reports
BSS.

He said many of the labour
laws were necded to rewrilc,
amend and simplify for their
proper implementation in the
intercst of the employecs, the
employers and the nation.

The Minister was speaking
at the concluding session of
the five-day national workshop
on"Amendment of Labour
Laws hcld at the Management
Development Centre in Dhaka.

Mannan suggested organis-
ing a bipartite workshop on
amendment of labour laws in

i
|

Death anniversary
of Kazi Idris
Sunday

The 17th death anniversary
of Journalist and littcrateur
Kazi Mohammad |dris will be
observed on Sunday.

Quran Khawani, feeding the

r and Milad Mahfil will be

Id at the residence of his
eidest daughter Kazi Madina at
8/12 Tajmahal Road, Block-G,

which rcpresentatives of both
the workers and the employ-
ers would participate.

Jointly organiscd by the
National Coordinatlion Council
on Labour Education and
International Labour
Organisation (ILO) the work-

shop was participated by 16
LrnJ: union leaders.

Presided over by the work-
shop coordinator Nazrul Islam
Khan the concluding session
was also addressed by ILO rep-
resenlative Per Bertilsson, re-
source person Advocale

Nirmalendu Dhar, labour lead-

‘ers M. Nurul Islam, and Nasim

Ali and member secre of
the National Coordination
Council on Labour Education

Abdul Quader,

Kazi |dris was editor of sev-
eral dafly and weekly ncws pa-

pers. He had begun his journal-
istic career in Calculla in the

Mahmuda Khanam
dead

early forties. He had to his Dr Mahmuda Khanam
credit a number of books, in- | (Reba), a retired Assistant
cluding Translation from | Director of the Bangla
world renowned literary | Academy, died of cerebral
works. haemor al Red Crescent

Holy Family Hospital in Dhaka
Thursday morning, she was
53, reports BSS.

Dr Khanam, wife of journal-
ist-writer M R Akhtar Mukul,

Obituary

Md Masir Khan, Former
Assistant Director of T&T
- Department died of cardiac

faflure Wednesday at Combined | had been admitted to the hos-
Military Hospital. He was 65. pital on March 15.
His namaj-c-janaja was held She left behind her hus-

band, two sons and two daugh-
ters besides a host of relatives,
friends and well wishers to
mourn her death.

She was buried al Savar

The Qul Khwant for the de-
ceased will be held on March
2] after Asr prayer at her
Nawratan colony (1, Propert
Mansion) residence. g

at Mahakhali Jame Mosque
Thursday and he was buried at
Banani Graveyard here.

He left bchind his wife,
three sons, three daughters
and a host of relatives and
friends 16 mourn his dcath.

Qul Khawant of Masir Khan
will be held loday Friday afier
Asar praycrs at his GPJ 155,

i residence,

Investing highest
amount in
agriculture

stressed !

Agriculture Minister M
Majid-ul-Huq Thursday laid
emphasis on investing the
highest amount in agriculture
as 56 per cent of the national
income comes from this sec-
tor, reports BSS.

He was presiding over the
sccond meeting of Lhe
Parliamentary Commitiee on
the Ministry of Agriculture at
the Sangsad Bhaban Thursday.

The Agriculture Minister
said that it was very much
necessary to ascertain the
number of landless farmers,
low-income and middle-in-
come farmers and absentee
landlords for increasing agri-
cultural production.

tomorrow

The International Day for
Elimination of Racial
Discrimination will be ob-
served in Dhaka as elsewhere
in the world on Saturday, re-
ports UNB.

The United Nations General
Assembly proclaimed the
Iinternational Day in 1966,
which commemeorales a 1960
demonstration in Sharpeville,
South Alrica, against the coun-
try’s “pass laws". On
the day police shot dead 69
demonstrators, Inc cight
women and 10 children and
wounded 180 others.

In its resolution the UN
General Assembly called on the
international community to
redouble its efforts o elimi-
nate all forms of racial
discrimination.

g the week of solidar-
ity the peoples ng
against racism and

dis -
crimination (21-27 March).
United Nations Association
of Bangladesh (UNAB) in coop-
eration with the United
Nations Information Centre
(UNIC) will hold a symposium
at the centre al 4.30
pm on the day.
ing Foreign Secretary
Farcoq Sobhan will atiend the
as chiel gucst.
UNDP Resident
Representative Charles
Larsimont will be the guest
speaker. UNAB President Prof
M Innas Ali will preside over
the function.

Radio covers
special reports
on Khaleda's
visit to US

Radioc Bangladesh has
started airing special reports
on Prime Minister DBegum
Khaleda Zia's visit to the
United States, rcporis UND.

The special rcports arc be-
ing cast by radio till its
"Darpan” magazine me
at 8.30 am, special k up at
8.45 pm and in the hourly
news bulletins.

Radio Bangladesh is recetv-
ing these reports through
spccial arrangement with the
Voice Of America (VOA).

Biswas hosts
Iftar party

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas Thursday hosted an
Iftar party to the members of
cabinet and diplomats of the
Muslim countries at
Bangabhaban here, reports
BSS, ;

Among others, r of
the Jaliya mm

All, Law and Justice
Minister Mirza Golam Haliz
and Deputy Leader of Jatiya
Sangsad Prof. A.Q .M.
Badruddoza Chowdhury at-
tended the [flar party.

President Biswas exchanged
greetings - with the ministers

and diplomats.

UNHCR provides
3 planes of
relief goods

United Nations High
Commissioner for Rcfugees
(UNHCR) has provided three
planeloads of rcliefl goods, in-
cluding plastic sheets and
blankets, for the Rohingya
refugecs sheltered in
Bangladesh, reports UNB.

The last of the threc planes
flew into Chittagong Thursday

morning.
The UNHCR, whih is as-
sisting the adesh gov-

ernment in its reliel opcration,
has flown in 1,000 bundles of
plastic sheeting for rool mate-
rials and 46 tons of blankets,
The relief materials are be-
ing given to the distributing
agencics in the refugee camps.

- Friday

Morning Session
8:00 Opecning announcement
-Quran Programme

summary

8:10 News id Bangla

B8:15 Chena Kahini

8:45 Cartoon: Tecnage
Mutant Ninja Turtles

9:10 Tarunya

9:30 Film: The Spectacular
World of Guinnes
Records

10:00 News in English

10:15 Moncr Mukurey

11:15 Documentary

11:45 Closing.

Evening Session

3:00 Opening annouhcement
Al-Quran Programme
summary

3:16 Recitation from the
Tripitak

3:20 Alore Dishari: Religious
programme

3:40 Movie of the Weck

5:10 ' News in Jangla

5:50 Mahey Ramazan

6:30 Amnu Paramanu

7:05 Shangeeta: So

8:00 News in ﬁnﬂ:#

8:30 Documentary:
story the untold pmt

?DBO Drishtikone

‘00 News in E
10:30 Film: LA Lghh
I

1:25 BSaturday’s programme

summary
1 11:30 Closing.

Metropolitan
Anti-Racism Day |

\ &

Minto Road residence Thursday.

Awami League Chief Sheikh Hasina discussing with leaders of the Sammilita Sramik Karmachari Oikyajote

Al her

— Star photo

Marine I.;‘.ngincers Institute branch opens
Minister for finding out causes
Of maritime dismrs | Commitiee on I‘r'l"?ilcgr will

CHITTAGONG, Mar 19:
State Minister for Shipping
Harun-Al-Rashid “
branch el the Institute of
Marine Engineers at
Chittagong Port Training

(:plt: here today, reports

Rear Admiral MA Vallis,
President of the Institute of
Marinc Engineers, London also
spoke at the .

and help bufld the nation. He
asked them to find out the
causes of maritime disasters
such as of lunches and
country boats and suggest sohu-
tion in this respect.

He said, with the estab-
lishment a branch of such a
famous international organisa-
ton of the world, a long felt
desire of the marine engincers
of I esh had been ful-

- JS privilege
body meet
Saturday

The Parllamentary Standing

hold a meeting on Saturday at

i1 am, at Sangsad Bhaban

:S::lon of Bangladesh, he' | poon o | with Speaker

' Shaikh we Ali in the
Rear Admiral MA Vallis, in chair; Scpurte; UNS

s fh' “t.::d - of M.I members of .thc COoTRIm -

l.: Lund;:m for 1is newly lee have been ted to at

formed branch In sh tend the meeting, said a press

He said the goal of the insti-
tute was to serve not only the
marine engineers communitics
but also the socicty as a whole.

NW Khandakar, Chairman of

relcase of the Parliament
lﬂrcrﬂ.lrhiuﬂk‘c'lhunday

filled. The marine engi

neecrs

will dedicate themselves in’the
development of Maritime

the [Ban eash branch de-
scribed history and objec
tives of the institule.
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Lions Club Intemational

A seminar on Eye Care and Prevention of
Nuiritional Blindness' will be held at 9 am today (Friday) at
BLF Auditorfum, in the city.

Profl AOM Badru Chowdhury, Deputy Leader of the
House in the Parllament will atiend the seminar as chief

guest.

Juba Kalyan Samity

Dakkhin Bangla Juba Kalyan Samity will organise a disctis-
sion mecting loday (F to observe the birth anniversary of
Bangabandhu Shetkh Mujibur Rahman. The meeting will be
held at 4 pm at the auditorium of National [look Centre in the
city. Awami League Presidium Mcmber Dr Kamal Hossain will
aticnd the meeting as chicl guest.

_ Jatiya Sramik League

Bangladesh Jatlya Smamik League will hold an iftar party at
its central office (68/2 Purana Paltan) today (Friday).

~ Ganotantrik Juba Parishad

The extended mecling of the central eommittee of
Ganotantrik Juba Parishad, esh will be held today
(Friday) at 3 pm at the central office of the organisation (132
DIT Extension Road). The meceting will be followed by an iftar

party.
Peace For All

The regular weekly mecting of the Peace For All' will be
hcld today (Fridayl at 4 pm at the organisation's office at

Mirpur.
BCS (admn) AGM, election

The annual gencral meeting and clection of esh

Civil Service (administration) Association will be held at 3 pm
today (Friday] at the BCS (adminfstration) Academy,

Shahbagh.

Training Course on 'Fire Fighting'

A week-long training course on "Security and fire fighting”
will be inaugurated tomorrow [Saturday) at 9.30 am at
Rapport Seminar Hall at 98 Malibagh (DIT Road), here.
Sponsored by Rapport Bangladesh Limited, the course will be
participated by security personnel of various organizations of
public and private sectors.

Thana Police from Abdullahpur
while fleeing with a table fan

Two thieves

caught
By Staff Correspondent

Two thieves were caught
red-handed the Ultara

and soaps on Thursday.
The two thicves, Anwar
H:'mn and Manik re ly
s the goods | .
Dhulipara. i s Nana, Aita, Bhai Mama,

A case was f[lled at the

Uttara Thana in this connec-
Lion.

Kopek Padu

;ILHf g Lfll
The Daily Star is 0 introduce a rew
e B it
Condolence Messages, Get-Well/

'
Fm Wishes, Birth/Death Announcements,
Memoriam, etc. at nominal
t charges.

For details, contact :
AMM

PABX : 245061-2 & 2460234. Ext: 20

Workshops for

college principals
Workshops for the college

principals have been arranged  Ambassador - lluiem to
in four divisional headquarters vie: Van Migem
called on Statte Minister for

under the 'Higher Secondary
Institution Survey project, ac-
cording to an official handout
here Thursday, reports BSS.
This will be applicable for
those colleges which obtaincd

recognilion up to March 1.
1992,
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Weather

Belgian envoy
meets Jahanara

Cultural Affairs P'rol Jahanara
Begum at her oflice Thursday,

reports UNB.

Sccretary

casion.
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No change in day temperature

F Y :1“‘
H*.-H.ff-‘ iy

By Staff Correspondent

Rain or thunder shower accompanied
wind is likely at one or two places over

the regions of Pabna, Bogra,
' Met office forecast.

Day temperature may remain nearly unchanged during the

period

The sun scts in Dhaka today (Friday) at 6.10 pm and rises

tomorrow (Saturday] at 6.02 am.

Temperature and humidity recorded in important cities

and towns on Thursday were

Cities/Towns Temperature in degree Celstus  Humidity in percentage

of the Ministry of
Cultural Affairs Islam Uddin
Malik was prescnt on the oc-

temporary gusty
division and

Jessore, Kushtia, Comilla and
Sylhet during the next 36 hours commencing 8 pm Thursday,

Max Min - 9am 6 pm
Dhaka 31.3 23.7 80 71
Chittagong 20.6 23.0 25. 71
Rajshah 35.5 17.2 49 52
Khulna 31.7 22.2 87 74
Barisal : 30.8 21.8 85 80
Cox's Bazar 30.0 25.0 70 77
Sylhet 28.7 17.4 88 77
Dlrm:r 32.8 15.4 76 29
imum and minimum temperature recorded in major
regional cities on Thursday were :
Kathmandu 26.6 6.8
Colombo 32.9 24.9
Male 31.86 27.0
Islamabad 22.6 1.7
New Delhi 32.5 14.9

Government of the People's Republic
of Bangladesh

Office of the General Manager
Vocational Training and Rehabilitation Centre for the

| P?sica!l Retarded
Directorate of Social Service, Tongi, Gazipur

Tender Notice

Scaled tenders arc invited from bonaflide contractors/ firms/
traders for supply cic. of the Training and Rehabilitation
Centre for the Blind at Tongi under the Dircctorate of Social
Service, such as (A) Office and various relevant goods, (B)
Utcnsils for the residents at the contre, (C) Beddings for the
residents, (D) Sports kits and nccessary goods for the
residents of the centre, (E) Raw materials for bamboo-canc
training section, (F) Rcpair of Bcengali, "English and
Duplicating machincs, (G) Fixing, repairing and purchasing
new basin for the bathroom of the residents and necessary
goods for electric line repair, (H) Purchase and repair of nec-
essary goods viz. Iron safe, wooden box, chowki, alna, chair-
tablc, steel almirah, wooden almirah, Millat fan, sanitary
pipeline etc. (1) Repair of collapsible gate and new purchase
and repair of water tlank (J) Rod linger testing board and
whole finger testing board for mobility training section, (K)
Whilc wash of officc and students hostel. Tenders will be re-
ceived in the scaled Tender Box kept at the office of the
undersigned up to 12-00 Noon on 24-3-92 and opened on the
samc day at 12-30 PM by the Tender Commitiee in presence
Qr grnygf ﬂwmlmﬁm

cnderers should deposit 2'% (Two and half per cent) of
the total tender valuc in Bank Draft/Pay Order !::‘e favour of
General Manager, Vocational Training and Rehabilitation
Centre for the Physically Retarded, Tongi. No tender without
scaled cover and carmncst money will be treated as acceptable.
Bank solvency certificale, trade liccnce photocopies must be
submitted with the icnder. Schedule containing terms and
conditions can be collected from the Accounts Section of the
centre during office hours from 9-00 AM 10 3-00 PN except
on the date of opening tender.

It may be notcd that the authority reserves the right o
z:cm/;nnully accepi/reject or partially amend the tender.

tender in ambiguity with market price or reaching after
the prescribed ume will be treated as acceptable. Work Order
will be given after receipt of necessary allotment of money.

Abdur Rashid

General Managoer

Vocauonal Training and Rehabilitation
Centre for the Physically Retarded
Directorate of Social Service,

Tongi, Gazipur

axl
Manager m-charge
Training and Rebabilitation
Centre for the Blind
Tongi, Gazig

DFP (G) 4079-1573
G - 300




