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JP extended meet

Stalwarts urged to
bury discord

By Nurul Kabir

two-day ¢
mecting of the Jatiya Party

ud Ahmed and Presidium
Member Kazi Zafar Ahmed.

All the four leaders while
addressing tLhe exiended
meeting assured Lhe district
level leaders of ‘total non-
existence of any conflict’
among themselves and
expressed their will to put

orts to get the party

Kazi Zafar Ahmed, accord-
mm,m-pm+

posal at
zrlj lhouh:lmuuly go
initlating a dialogue with
the opposition parties aimed at
achieving ‘certain objectives’
on the one hand and paving
the way to the release ol party
chicf H M Ershad from jail on
the other.

Kari Zalar in his speech yes-
terday, observed that JP alone
was nol capable enough to
‘frec’ Ershad right at the mo-
mend.

Other leaders, however, did
not make any comment on
Zalfar's proposal at the meet-

sources said.

Moudud Ahmed s lcarnt to
have told the mecting yesler-
day that the JP necded to be-
comc a democratic organisa-
ton in the coming days.

‘A party Iincapable of
practising democracy al its
different tiers can not
contribute to the
establishment of democracy in
the country, Moudud ob-
scrved.

In a moved yesler-
day Moudud said that the JP
constilution must be rewrillen
in a democratic fashion,’
sources said.

Shamsul IHuda Chowdhury,
the former Specaker of
Parllament and JP presidium
.mcmber, in his speech spoke
for developing a single com-
mand in the . Referring lo
the '@uit India Movement' in
the fortics lHuda said, Mahatma
Gandhi had not consulted all
the Congress leaders before
announcing the programme.
‘But nobody in the Congress
lcadership opposed the deci-
sion on the plea that they were
not consulied earlier.’

Huda Chowdhury, according
to sources, defended Shah
Moazzem llossain who had
been accused by a section of

Pakistan
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nonctheless played
with determination. ousting
the two-time World Cup
champions West Indics Iin a
day-night match at thc
Melbourne Cricket Ground.
The West Indies could have
advanced past Pakistan and
into the semifinals with a vic-
tory.

In another match, winless
Zimbabwe stunned second-
place England with a nine-run
victory at Albury, Australia.

In the , first-place
New Zealand and fourth-place
Pakistan renew acquaintances
on Saturday at Auckland's
Eden Park. and third-
place South Africa play Sunday
at the Sydney Cricket Ground.

The winners will play in the
final ncxt Wednesday at the
Melbourne Cricket Ground be-
fore an expected 100,000-plus
crowd.

The British bookmakers
Ladbrokes listed England as
15-8 [avourites to win the Cup,
with South Alrica at 7-2 and

Zealand and Pakistan both

11-4.
The results W also
Cup

4

ensure that a new W
ns will be crowned. All
former champions — [ndia,
Australia and the West Indies
— failed to reach the semifi-
g th Af
Sou rica, competing for
the first time in a World Cup,
took comfort in South Africa's
“yes'' vole on continuing re-
rms in their country. The
team, banished for 22 ycars
because of South Africa's
apartheid policies, fearcd it
would have to pull out of the
tournament ﬂ"l"ueudayn refer-
endum produced a "no” vote.

extended leaders of Laking party deci-

sions withoul consulting oth-
ers.

Chowdhury, referring 1o the
public trial of Golam Azam and
Jamaal's reaction to i, said,
“Nobody knows what the na-
tion is going to witness on and
around March 26."

March 26 is the dale set for
the ‘public trial' of Jamaat
chief Golam Azam.

A leader of the women front
of JP was very critical of some
former JP ministers who 'fled
deserting the JP workers dur-
ing December 1990." She
warncd them against their
fresh attempts to be [ront
benchers in again.

She observed that the JP
leaders, during the days in

. were not at liberty to

think for the party's bet-
terment in the rcal sense of
the term.

Betng out of the power, the
party has now the scope to de-

velop itselfl as a real political |

party, she added.

All the lcaders addressing
the mecting were unanimous
in commenting that the ruling

BNP was getting unpopular day

by day while the JP was being |
popular

Golam Mostala, Gencral
Secretary of the Rangpur unit
of JP, however, warned every-
He also demanded an immedi-
ale call for movement to free
Ershad.

HBEFC rebate
facilities to -
benefit few,

say borrowers
By Staff Correspondent

The rebate [acilitics re-
cently announced by the gov-
ernment for borrowers of
House Building Finance
Corporation loans will only
benefit a "handful’ of borrowers
as most of them are not be able
to fulfil the conditions to qual-
ify for the rebate.

This was disclosed by Fazlul
Hugq, general secretary of the
HBFC Borrowers' Association
on Wednesday at a press con-
ference at the National Press
Chub.

Huq pointed out that a bor-
rower with a minimum of Taka
3 lakh loan would have to pay a
monthly installment ol about
Taka 15,000 for two ycars in
addition to Taka 30,000 as a
10 per cent down payment to

for the rebate.

The second condition stipu-
lating the payment of twelve
monthly instalments at one
time and paying the remaining
portion of the loan in eight
instalments in two years, he
added, was more diflicult for
the borrowers to meel.

He also noted the absence
of any mention of some
‘important’ aspects in the gov-
ernment announcement like
the cases against deflaulters
and auctioning of properties.
He mentioned that during an
earlier meeting in October last
between the representatives of
the borrowers and the Finance
Minister, the minister agreed
to cancel the penalty interest
system, withdraw penalty in-
terests, reduce lumpsoime in-
terests by 50 per cent.

GCO strike
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dents at Rajshahi University.

The rally addressed by GCO
leaders Belal Chowdhury and
Abdus Sattar Khan blamed the
Home Minister Abdul Matin
Chowdhury for the recent in-
cidents of killings and de-
manded his resignation.

The leaders said thc gov-
ernment has taken the stand
of favouring the anti-lfbcration
elements at such a timc when
the whole nation was united to
prosecute Golam Azam and all
war criminals.

The leaders also blamed the
government of conducting
indiscriminate attacks on the
progressive forces in collabora-
tion with the "Jamaat -Shibir
Chakra’ and called upon all to
embark on a united movement
against the ment.

The GCO leaders also de-
manded immediate arrcst and
trial of the killers of Moin
gﬂm Raju and Yasscr Arafat

.

The GCO, however, decided
to hold countrywide demon-
Strations protesting the
killings. It will also obscrve

mourning day on March 21 for
the death of Pitu.

only [felt after they
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nationals greeting Prime Minister Khaleda Zia on her arrival at Dallas airport

Bangladesh
in the US Wednesday.

—PID photn

Attack on Shlbll‘
activist, tendon
cut off

By DU Correspondent

A group of unidentified stu-

dents of Salimullah Muslim
Hall of the Dhaka Universily on

Wednesday cut the tendon of a

Shibir activist at about 11 am -

in front of the British Council
at Fuller Road.

Campus sources said Hafez
Maulana Md Masum Bcllah was
a ‘Sathe' of ICS Magura district
unit who came to visit his rela-
tive at the SM hall .

He was watching the
Pakistan-New Zcaland World
Cup cricket match on
Television when his fellow TV
watchers, on suspicion, ques-
tioned him and found out his
Shibir identity.

The studenis scarched his
body and allegedly found a bar-
ber's razar.

The infuriated students re-
portedly dragged him out of
the hall common room and cut
the tendon of his right leg.
Another attempt to cut the
tendon of his left leg was ob-
structed by the nearby police
who fired shots to disperse
the crowd.

The students lefl the place
immediately after firing several
round of gunshots.

The police later, rescued
him and semt him to Dhaka
Medical College Hospital in a
critical condition.

Meanwhile, another Shibir
worker was reporiedly beaten
up at the Jasimuddin Hall of

the wuniversity Wedncsday
noon.

He could not, however, be
identificd.
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The University authorities
today formed a 7-mcmber
probe committec headed by
Professor AM Shamsul [ug.

In a related development,
the Bangladesh Institute of
Technology, located adjacent
to the University, was also
closed for an indefinite perfod

Police saild that a group of
youngmen were arrested when
they atiempled to ransack
some rooms at the Amir All
Hall. However, the situation
remained calm ut the
day and students vacated the
residential halls by afternoon,
police added.

The Rajshahi University
Teachers Association (RUTAJ
today condoled the decath of
Pitu and demanded punish-
ment to those involved. In a
statement, the RUTA algo
slated the role of police during
the incidents.

Hospital sourcgs said today
that 39 students remained
admitted at the Rajshahi
Mecdical College Hospital but
that their condition was im-
proving.

Mcanwhile, a procession
was brought out by the GCO to
mourn Lhe death of Pitu and
later in the day a protest meet-
ing was held at the Shaheb

Bazaar Square.
JSD leader Hasanul Huq
Inu, BSD leader

Khalcquzzaman, Workers Party
leader Rashed Khan Menon,

| GCO, Shibir call hartal

MP’, and Awami Leaguce leader
Mia Mohsin aliended the
prolest mecting.

Spcakers at the meeting,
while condemning the killing
of Pilu, said that the killing
was linked to the recent
killing of Dhaka University
student leadcr ;

They adde that the
Jamaal-Shibir coleric was in-
volved in the incidents and
conspiring to loil the upcom-
ing 'public trial' of Golam Azam
March. 26.

They demanded a anpk:h
investigation into and punish-
mcnt o those mlch in the
incidcnts.

They said that the Vice
Chancellor of the University
had also not visiled the injurcd
siudents in the hospital and 1t
indicated that the government
had a hand bchind the inci-
dent.

Earlicrs they visited the four
residential halls of the
University where at least 218
rooms were scl afire or ran-
sacked allegedly by the
Shibiritcs.

Mcanwhile, the Additional
District and Scssions Judge
today suspcnded the final
hearing of the casc having 14
accused for an indcfinite
period stating insecurity of the
courl. He suggested that the
lHigh Court Diviston of the

- Supreme Court transfer the

case out of Rajshahi.
Editorial on page 4

Hasina
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Sheikh Hasina said that the
government instigated the
Jamaat-Shibir cligue against
the pro-liberation forces to
obstruct the “public trial’ of
war criminal Golam Azam on
March 26 and lo remain in
power undisturbed.

The armed Shibir activists
also unleashed a reign of terror
in different halls of the

shahi Universily and bru-
tally injured G{:D supporters,
she added.

The AL chicf said the at-
tackers ransacked the hostels
and “cut the leg and hand
veins of the inmates there.”

They also attacked the fe-
male students "in a naked
way”, she alleged.

She said that their brutality
made us recall that of the
Pakistan army and their col-
laborators, the Rajakars Alba-
dars in 1971.

All for cricket

From Rahat Fahmida in Calcutta

They came, they smiled
upon their rather strange
stroke of luck and they walked
ofl" with a handsome’ booty,
Sounds fictitious, but true., A
merry band of dacoits did ex-

actly that in a Calcutta bank. To

their surprise, the dacoits
found the entirc stafl so en-
grossed in a cricket match on
TV that their presence was
had
sneaked away lcaving the lock-
ers open.

That's one of the things that
happen in Calcutta when
cricket is being played any-

where' in the world, Only.

Calcutta, the city of born [anat-
ics, can boast of such an atro-
cious history ol crime.
Well into the British Rayj,
when this bat-ball-and-wicket
was morc of a nawabi
sport, residents of this slcepy
city beside the Ganges were
bitten by this mysticrious bug
called over-enthusiasm.

The Britishers departed,
but Calcutta, ever since, has
always been recling undcr a
heavy hangover. Fights, black
eyes, mass movements and one
can expect the floodgates of
innumerable dcbates and
counter-debates to g¢pen

| whenever the crickeling sca-
§ son gets under way.

The greatest of them all
'Sunil Manohar Gavaskar [aced

i the wrath of the crowd when

he chanced to slip it in to
some column that they were
‘rowdy’. The most feared a

loved Pakistant ::aplain. Irnrnn
Khan, won praisc afler praise
when the home tcam was re-
duced to a pack of jumping
jacks in the face of his fiery
spell. Sueh are the manifold
contradictions that onc has to
live with in this crickecl ga-ga
city.

So what i Calcutia’'s own lit-
tle band of crickelers seldom
find a place in the national
squad, so what il the Indian
team to imp in
to the second stage of major
competitions? Calcutltans have
a habit of chucking these little
bits of 'statistical non-entities’
out of the window. What's
more. important, somcti
more than life itsell (refer to
the lad who hung himseclf alter
India went down to the Aussies
by a single run in the on
World Cup), is the gamc.
in this department, thc aver-
age Calcuttan can boast to be
some sort of a gargantuan. Ask
the average tecnager on the
streets who's playing and don't
be surprised I[ he tells you
namcs of all the |12 players
participating in the World Cup,
and if one is a bit more lucky,
he might just pip in with his
batling and bowling averages
oo,

Thal's how easy cricket is
in this city. Easy, like breath-
ing. It's an inborn inlerest that
makes one forget, for the mo-
ment, the hardships of life
waliling outside the window.

Bombs hurled at

Prodhan's house

Bombs were thrown at the
residence of JAGPA chiel
Shafiul Alam Prodhan in the
city Wedncsday evening, a

party press release said, re-
ports BSS.

A group of terrorists lobbed
two bombs [rom oulside the
house at Asad Gale residence
of Prodhan and flcd away, the
press rclease said.

Public trial
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Constitution speaks of the ex-
clusive rights of the
Bangladeshi citizens to be in-
volved in the country’s politics
or hcad any political organisa-
tion, said Gaziul Huq, eminent
lawyer,

Giving the highlights of the
Home Ministry mecling, Prof
Abdul Mannan Chowdhury said
thal the objective ol the ‘public
trial’ of Go Azam would be
to convey the resentment of
the pcople against the killers
and collaborators and to in-
form the world conscience of
the activities of the war crimi-
nals during the 19871
Liberation War of the country,

Brushing aside the allega-
tion of the lack of adequatc
constitutional support behind
such trial, he said "such allega
tion i{s unrealistic. The concep-
tion of public trial Is not new
and onc such trial initiated by
Bertrand Russel took place in
London in 1966 after the
Victnam War.

"Fhe peoples’ verdict is the
final. Bangladesh's War of
Independence did not take
place following the then con-
stitution. Even the ruling party
which was voled to power aller
a mass uphcaval did not take
place constitutionally.”

Elaborating, Profl
Chowdhury said : "The joint
declaration of the three al-
liances do not have any consti-
tutional base, even L{nrugh
has political and social value.”

¢ leaders of the commit-
tce told the press that the
‘public trial’ would provide the
Government the moral support
nceessary to take sieps against
a f[oreign citizen Golam Azam.
‘Our movement is not against
the government,’ they added.
Gagziul Huq said that ‘fresh
citizenship’ to Golam Azam
would amount to giving rights
to forc
the of the state.

The leaders of the National
Coordination Committee, how-
ever, gave no indication of the
Government proposal regard-

. ing the trial.

citizens to become |

r

Khaleda-Bush
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tries.

He sadd CNN would take up
measures to projeciing the
Third World countries’ socio-
economic and issues.

Both of them enguired
about the damagr caused by
the last years and the
rehabilitation work altcrwards.
They also congratulated Begum
Zia for her being clected as the
Prime Minister of Bangladesh.

Begum Zia inviled them to
visit Bangladesh to witness the
on-going development activi-
thes.

The Prime Minisiries also
expected to discuss matters of
mutual intercsts with other U
S offlicials including the
Defence Secretary Dick
Cheney, joint chiel of stafl
Collin Powell and chief of US
Task Force in dur-
ing the last year's cyclone
General Stackpole.

Begum Zia will also hoid
scparale talks with members
of Senate Foreign Relations
Commitiee and the House
Foreign Afflairs Committee,
besides officials of the World
Bank and the International
Monetary Fund [(IMF) in
Washinglon.

The Bangladesh lcader is
also expected to give Inler-
vicws 1o leading US media, in-
cluding Associated Press (AP),
Cable News Network [CNN),
New York Times, Washinglon
Post and the Christian Science
Monitor.

The Prime Minister is ac-
companied by Foreign Minister
A S M Mostalizur Rahman,
Information Minister Nazmul
fluda, Begum Sclima Rahman,
MP, Principal to the
Prime Ministcr Syed lassan
Ahmed and Foreign Secrelary
Reaz Rahman.

Zia is scheduled to
mect the UNGA president
Samir Shthab and UN
Secretary General Boulros
Boutros Ghali in New York

Border talks
begin
From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA, Mar 18 ;| Border
coordination conference be-
tween h and India

Banglades
began here Wednesday at a lo-

cal hotel.

The h side at the
4 - day talks was led by the
Deputy Dircector General of
I sh Rifles fer T
mkharul Bashar while
the Indian side was recpre-
scnled by Shankar Sen
Additional Director General of
Border Security Force (BSF)
for South Bengal and the TCM
Frontier arcas.

According to an amr:inl
source, the meeting, which
started at 10 am at the
Hotel and ended at 2 pm, dis-
cussed the issucs of cross-bor-
der trespassing. women tral-
ficking, drug smuggling and
cattle-lfting.

The second days session
also discussed the issues of
cross-border and rein-
statement of boundary border
pillars, the source added.

The next two days of the
session will be held in Dhaka
starting today (Thursday) at
the BDR Headquarters at
Pilkhana,

- charge and is ac
limited
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The Midnight File

Sikh militants kill 18 more
Hindus in Ludhiana

LUDHIANA, Mar 18: Sikh militants killed 18 Hindus when
mlpuyﬁlbunyb-nrwﬂh gunfire loday night in
the second such attack in the Punjab industrial efty

iﬂluurd-y. police sald. Raj Kishan Dedi, the

city's sendor po-

lice superintendent, said four or five militants attacked
Hindu shopkeepers as they were closing their stalls. reports

Reuter.

100 Myanmar students freed
from Thai detention centre

BANGKOK, Mar 18: More than 100 Myanmar students

were released

loday from a Thai deiention centre where they

hdhunl:ldhrm-ﬂnu:pcndmg resetticment in a

refugee camp."We are free, we are free,”

shouted the stu-

dents, mtinlhﬂrﬂl.hundedupullkgl

last year, the 99
InHl}tymH
being built by Thai
in May, reports Reuter

men and three
luullyh-utn
ﬂnrlh-.m.umphnpmwdmopm

immigrants
women were relcased and
move (o a special camp

Akram Point
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Swaitch of No-Land and Swach
g No Ground at ll':pcntrlm

Mongla are helping the
F-lur-ﬁm sysiem 1o et in
and Jet out huge tidal dis-
as an un-
storage basin for
transporied scediments. The
advantage ol the approach
channel of Mongla Port is that
the Swatch of No-Land is stfll
400 feet deep. It can receive
siitation for another one hun-
dred years while the Swaich of
No Ground fs virtually fathom
less. Very few couniries in the
world like Sri Lanka and ports
like Singapore are the lucky in
having such natural physical
nctlity.

According to experis the
Swatch of No Ground is re-
sponsible for tidal boom of un-

derwaler current. The man-
grove forest of the Sundarbans

in acting as breakwalcr o pre-
vent tidal surges during the
depression at the Bay of
Bengal. The deep forest also
hclps Lhe Passur River in pre-
venling bank erosion and
helping all the ocean going
vesscls 1o salcly anchor even at
the time of great cyclonic
slorm.

The Chairman of the
Mongla Prot Authority, Mr
Nazrul llussain, said that cre-
ation of a deep-draught an-
chorage facility at Akram point
would require dredging of the
shallow paiches of the Outer
Bar upto a maximum depth of
22 fect. This would bring in

of upto 45 fect draught
wilﬁ! 50,000 tlons capacity
which is comparable o any
major inlernational port.

The port is now facing silta-
tion problem. The Passur
Channel which connccts the
port, with the Outcr Bar re-
mained stable for 30 years till
1968. The channel deterio-
rated tll 1978 and since then
it again remained stable.

In order to {ind out the
causcs a study was carried oul
by DPR Furlagh, a repuled
World Bank consultant. Furlagh
submitted his réport in two
phases where he pointed out
that five main causes were re-

| sponsible for the siltation.

There were: 1) coastal em-

bankment and ¢ rment
of the Passur- basin: 2)
opening of GChasiakhal
canal in 1974 Rocket ser-
vice only; 3) presence of eight
s wrecks in the channcl; 4)

rawal of water in the up-
sircam through Farakka
Barrage and 5} delection of up-
stream flow due to situation of
Maddhumati, Gorai, and
Alaharabanks system.

The chairman further said
with the completion of capital
dredging which is on the
port would be ready any
opcralion. But a d fleet
is required for mainienance of

po
and shipping. 1U Malik in his
recent visil, also cxpressed
satisfaction over the -
ment work now on in
the port and said the gov-
ernment was also contemplat-
ing to making this port as one
of the finest ports in the
world.

But for this to succeed a
multipurpose jetty, a dredger
fleet and a rail-cum-road
bridge over river Rupsha are
needed, the experts say.

AL announces
economic
policy today

Opposition Awami League
will announce its new eco-
nomic policy today (Thursday),
a party spokesman said, re-
ports UNB.

Awami League President
and Leader of the n
in Parllament She Hasina
will present the policy at an
Htar party at her Minto Road
oflicial residence.

In last few days, Awami

central working com-
miltee held hectic discussions
with country's leadin
economists, industrialists
trade unionists before finalis-
ing the policy suiting the
nceds of people and of the
changed global economic situa-
tHon.

Valued clients, customers, share

holders, employees and all our

well wishers

We take pride in announcing that
in addition to meeting 90% of
country’'s demand, we have now
made our first export of 3 tons
bulk Ampicillin to Europe.
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