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Atrocities by Yangon | Jgraeli embassy in Argentma

junta condemned

HONG KONG, Mar 1B :
Some 100 human rights
protesters staged a rally out-
side a hotel here today where
an investment conference on
Myanmar was on to voice

concern on the situa-

tlon in thal country, reports

AFP.
Protesters from 16 human

WMHH:M
dele o the
protests as gates to
convention on business oppor-
tunfties in Myanmar began
their one-day

Il:u given leallets calling Inr

not te support the
s sl o o
:amltunln' the - llrncltll:l
committed by the junta In

meeting.
to the conlerence

The stalement also urged
delegates to support the
‘Myanmar people by urging the
SLORC to immediately release
all political ners uncondi -
tionally hand over power
to the represcntatives demo-
cratically elected in the 1990

Robin Kilpatrick, spokesw-
oman for Amnesty Internati-
onal here, said: ‘It was a very
succesaful’' demonstration,
adding that delegates accepted
the leafllcts of condemnation.

She said ‘the human rights
vioclationa perpetrated by the

SLORC are numerous
and well documented'.

The statement cited the al-
leged deaths of more than
8,000 unarmed, peaccful pro-

demonstrators, in-
l:ll.lhl\:-z.lldm al the hands
of the army and police in 1988
and the mnttnued house arrest
of 1991 Nobel pcace prize
winner Aung San Suu Kyl

The protests ended peace-
fully although some reporters
were not allowed into the
conlerence, organiscd by Lhe
locally based Institute for
International Resecarch.

bombed : 10 killed, 95 injured

HUHM AIRES, Mar 18 :
The Israell embassy was
bombed on Tul!odlz in a
“terrorist attack” that killed 10
people and wounded 085,
Argentine President Carlos
Menem sald, reports Reuler.

The blast shortly before 3
pm (1800 GMT) shatlered the
three-storyed embassy in the
clegant Barrie Norte neigh-
bourhood. Scores of rescue
workers and police dug for
other victims buried under the
rubbilc.

"As [ar as we are concerned
it was a terrorist attack. Until
now everything points to it be-
mﬂll lerrorist atlack.” Menem
told a news conference,
that the viclims included chil-
dren and two policemen.

He said 10 people were
killed and 95 wounded in the
blast, which ncarby
buildings and shallered win-
dows lor blocks around.

Mcnem sald so {ar there

BAEFRY

Independence visits Subic: us

afrcralt USS Inde Wednesday arrived at the
Subic naval basc for ils last visit to the Philippines before the
us its military withdrawl from the country by the
end of year, Xinhua reports from Manila.

The aircraft of the carrier, with its escorts, are scheduled
to perform a formation of fly-past and other demonstrations
‘during the last visit to Subic, some BO kilometres northwest
of Mandla.

in Devember 1991, the Philippine mment ordered
the United States to withdraw ils forces [rom Subic, the last
US military base in the country, by the end of this year, alter
ﬂuw&nlumjnﬂ:dn lﬂ»rca.rnll!urybuutruty

'ggakekms-minm o s

nfirmed dead in Jast week's devastating earthquake in

this easiern Turkish city rose 1o 479, local authorities said
carly Wednesday, AFP reports from Erzincan.

Erzincan Governor Recep Yazicioglu said the figure did not

include people missing and thought to be buried in the rub-

ble. Three hundred and thirty of the victims were killed in .

the city itself, while 149 died in 19 villages surrounding
Erzincan.

Some 1,000 people were injured in the quake, and 686 ol
them were being treated in the city's central hospital.

General alert in Croatian town:

Warning sirens sounded a gencral alert in the eastern
Croatian town of Osijck late Tucsday, while one person died
and seven were injured in federal army atlacks on another
town, radio said, AFP rcports from

mmtnﬂﬂtcuMHumrmdlnvmkmm which
like eastern Croalia.

The radio said two of those injured in Vinkovel were chil-
dren.

It said the Scrbian-led Federal Yugoslav forces had opencd
up on Croatian positions around Osijck with its hecavy guns
several times during the day, and had lobbed shells into the
city centre in the evening.

Assad meets Mubarak: sy president

Hafez Assad met President Hosni Mubarak on Tucsday to
discuss the Middle East pecace process and other regional
issues, AP says from Cairo.

The two leaders held their first round of talks afier a cele-
bration hosted by Mubarak to break the day-long [ast observed
by Muslims during the current holy month of Ramazan.

Later, Forcign Ministcr Amr Moussa told reporters the
talks focused on the Midcast pcace process. He said they
would continue W

"]lhtunuﬂﬂcmdunngﬂw talks that there was a clear
trend for the contnuation of the pecace process on the basis
of the principle of exchanging land for peace.” Moussa said,

Assad's visit comes shortly afler he made a bitterly critical
speech in his parliament against the United Statcs. lle ac-
cused Washington of Lrying to weaken Arabs through an arms
blockade to push them into settiement with Israel.

™ .

Iran fails to exchange POWS :
said Tuecsday that some of its Iranian prisoners of war from
the 1980-88 Iraq was don't want to go home, and it accused
Tehran of [ailing to hand over Iraqgi prisoners, AP reports
~ from Nicosia.

"Those Iranian POW's -&m announced this desire in front
of representatives of the Intermational Red Cross were taken
out of the POW camps. and becamc rclfugees in Iraq,” the offi-

cial Iragi News Agency quoted a Foreign Ministry figure as

The Red Cross, which arranged the exchange of 37,000
POWs in August and September 1990, says both sides are still
about 5,000

. The Iragi News Agcncy, quuling the Dclfence Ministry

nl:.:d;-per. a Al-Gadissiyah said,"the Iranian side brought in-

iranian familics claiming that their sons are POWs held

in Iraq and no Iraqi POWs,” the ncws agency reported. It

added, “Iran knows well that Iraq is not holding any Iranian

POWSs."

iran said Sunday that a POW exchange had been blocked by

"impediments made by Baghdad.” It did not elaborate.

India will amend law
to protect women

were no prime suspects in the

bombing He said it had been
carried out by an inlernational
lerrorist group with the help
of Argentine Lerrorists.

He added that security had
been sie up at airports
and that hr:mllll service
across the river estuary
to Uruguay been sus-
pended.

Radio stations said they had
received several telephone
calls attributing the blast to
various groups.

Argentina is home to more
Jewish community in Latin
America.

Iin Jerusalem, the IlsracH
Forcign Ministry reporied
Argenline Fo Minister
Guido Di Tella had said four of
those killed were Argentine

clectric company employees
working in the building.
ufllumlhm'm
pcnplc ‘gﬂd were inside a
lter for the elderly
mthlm
"All over the place there

were people injured from
shallcred glass — women,
children t women, did
people. | could never imagine a
scene like this,” said photog-
rapher Roberto Decounrnex
whoe arrfved al the scenc
within minutes of the blast.

"’ﬂt we wﬁmnl on with

work n everything
ln:mul to fall in on top of us.
We couldn’t see anything for
the dust,” one embassy em-
ployee told reporters.

It was not Immediately
clear whether the blast was
caused by a car bomb or explo-
sives placed within the em-

?ﬂlm news agency re-
ported an unidentified man as
he saw a car parked
out burst into flames and
then explode. However, local
radio quoted embassy security
offictals as being certain the
blast came from inside the
building
isracl army radio said it was
unknown whether the blasts

from an explosive
lhr-.- or from munitions stored
in the embassy.
In Jerusalem, lsracl Prime
Minister Yitzhak Shamir said
the blast was par of a war
t lsracl.
."'.T:il is another atiempt to
strike at us, lo continue the
war of lerror against us, de-
the fact that we all know
will not change the curse
of history," Shamir told re-
porters. ‘lsracl will go on
moving toward progress on
peace.

Another adds : [srac]

linking Syria and Ilraq to re
cent attacks on lgraels, vowed

Tuesday to punish those re-
sponsible for a bomb that de-

stroyed its embassy in Buenos
Alres.

"lsrael will know the way,
or ways, to punish those re-
sponsible with all severity.”
Foreign Minister David Levy
told repeorters early on

Wednesday momning
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PARIB UN Rafugm ngh Commissioner Bldlkﬂ O'ﬂ.o from Japan (L) meets with Frtnch
President Francois Mitterrand at the Elusee Palace Tuesday. Talks focused on the situation

ofr.fugm and the aid that industrialized countries can provide.

— AFP/UNB photo

| Labours ahead of

Conservatives in
opinion polls

LONDON, Mar 18 : Two
opinion polis to be published
today ve the opposition
Labour Party a five-point lead,
sullicicnt to give it a working
majority in parllament afler
clections scheduled for April
9. reports AFP.

In both polls, by Mort for
the Times newspaper and by
ICM for the Guardian, Labour
was backed by 43 per cont of
those questioned compared
with 38 per cent for the outgo-
ing Conscrvatives.

They were the first polls for
sevceral wecks to give cither
party a suflicient margin o sc-
cure an outright majorily in

nt.

The result, ff translaled inlo
scals, would give labour a slim,
nine-scat majorily in the 650-
scal House ol Commons.

The Buily Stur 5

| 26 Lankan soldiers

killed 1 In fresh clash

COLOMBO., Mar
Government lroops ﬂvl."rfln
two Tamil Tiger rebel camps
in northeastern Sri Lanka, but
suflered heavy casualties, mili-
tary officials said Wednesday,
reporis AP

At least 26 soldicrs were
killed and over BO wounded
when troops destroyed the
rebel camps In n astern
Mullativu district Tuesday. said
the offlicials, speaking on con-
dftion of anonymity.

Over 100 rebels were also
believed killed in Lhe fighting
when 3,000 soldiers, some in
armored personnel carriers,
carricd out the operation. The
arca is about 265 kilometers

(164 miles] northeast of
Colombo.
Troops on Wednesday con-

tinucd their advance north,
where the rebels have a several

i i

;E operation was launched
after troops noticed a rebel
bulldup in the area. said a se-
nior military offictal.

Shortly before the ongoing
operation begun, an Indefinite

curfew was
Mullaitivu dum-:l -ndl thmz
other regions in northern Sri

Mcanwhile, three Tamil

population and control the
government and the milftary.

WHSHIHGTGH Mar :
The United States knew nhuul
Pakistan's nuclear arms devel-
opment efforts in 1983, and of
China’s cooperation with that

WCcapons pregramme, accord-

ing to a government document
released by a research group
Tuesday, reports AFP.

The privale national sccu-

rity archive obtained a State

nt document through
the Freedom of Information
Act which said there was
‘'unambiguous evidence' Pakis-
tan was ‘actively pursuing a
nuclear test capability.

The six-page paper entitled
“The Pakistani Nuclear Progr-
amme” detailed the country's
nuclear fuel cycle [acilities,
reprocessing and uranium

enrichment capacities and

cooperation with Chinl
Initially, China provided as-
sistance for operating a power
reactor at Karachi, but ex-
tended its role to other pro-
jects and possibly helped de-
llgl nuclear devices, the paper

Pnklntnn was key to US

strategy for supporting Afghan
rebels Soviet troops in
the -1980s, and the ad-

ministration of then-president
Ronald Reagan played down
reports Pakistan was devclop-
ing nuclear weapons.

Three meonths alter the
document was writien, a state
de t official said pub-
licly that good relations be-
tween Wul!w ln:I llla.m

abad were reducing Pakistan's
push to acquire nuclear arms.
ﬂut the department knew

that argument clearly was in-

valid, according to Leonard

Spécior, an experl on
Pakistan's nuclear programme
with the Endowment

for International Peace.

Spector said the US diplomat
made the statement “to deflect

criticism™ of Washington's
support for Pakistan.

Irfanullah Marwat

Mecanwhile Reuler reports
from Karachi, a controversial
relative of Pakistani President
Ghulam Ishaq Khan retained
his job in a new cabinet named
on Tuesday for the troubled
southern province of Sind.

China helped Pindi develop N-arms

Irffanullah Marwat, son-in-
law of Ishaq Khan, was one of
13 adviscrs named by new
provincial Chiel Minister
Muzallar Hussain Shah (n addi-
Uon W |6 minislers.

Marwat is widely accused of
directing a crackdown against
Opposition Leader Benazir
Bhulto's Pakistan People's
Party (PPP) as a close adviser

W strongman Jam
All. who died carlier this
monith.

Political sources said
Marwat would continue to
wicld considerable influence in
the provincial administration
as a rclagive of the president.

Bhutto accuses Ishaq Khan
of ruling Sind through his son-
in-law.

. NEW DELHI, Mar 18 ; The
Indian government said on
Tuesday it would soon amend
laws in order o give more

tion to women against
crimes such as bride burmning
which kill thousands of women

every year, reports Reuter.

Human Resources Minister
Arjun Singh told parliament
that the rnment intended
to a the Dowry Prohi-
bition' Act and the Suttee
Prevention Act during the
current session ol house.

Figures released in parlia-
ment by the t last
weck showed 15,891 young
brides were killed or commit-
ted suicide between 1988 and
1991 because their in-laws ac-
cused them of not bringing in
_enough dowry in cash, jew-
‘ellery and consumer goods,

Dowry demands were out-
lawed! in India in 1961 but
have increased in recent years
with the th of a consumer
culture, sociologists have said.

Although dowries arc ban-
ned, the social stigma siill falls
on those who fail to up, not
those who levy the demands.

Sultee, the ancient practice
of widows leaping — or being
thrown — onto the funeral
pyres of their husbands was
outlawed by the British colo-
nial rulers in 1887. It rarely
happens any more and only
then in remote arcas.

Hundreds, probably thou-
sands of women and girls are
molested daily in public trans-
port in urban India in a prac-
tice euphemistically known as
‘eve-teasing.

WASHINGTON, Mar 18 :
President George Bush said on
Tuesday night that voters in
Michigan and Illinois had

‘virtually assured’ he will be *

the Republican nominee for a
sccond term, reports Reuter.

Sticking to his policy of
rcmaining presidential and
above the fray, Bush never
mentioned challenger Pat
Buchanan but it was obvious
the Bush campaign felt
Buchanan's candidacy had
reached a dead end.

“The voters of Michigan and
[llinois have endorsed my ap-
proach to ¢ in America,”
Bush said in a statement.

"They have pushed the del-
cgate count to a level where
my nomination is virtually as-
sured.”

Bush appcared to have dealt

WASHINGTON, Mar 18 : A
year after thé Gull war, the
Gulf countries still have not es-
tablished a collective security
arrangement and are relying
for their defence on arms pur-
chases and the United Stiates,
a Democratic -forcign policy
leader complained in Congress
Tuesday, reports AP,

Several attempls to scl up a
defence alllance have been re-
jected or {gnored by Lthe small,
oil-rich states In the region,
sald Rep. Lee Hamilton,
chairman of the Foreign Aflairs
Middle East subcommitice.

I have the impression that

“the Gulf states are relying for

their security on individual
purchases of arms,” Hamilton’
told Edward Djcrejian, assis-
tant secretary of state for the
region.

"What they are really doing

Presidential election

Michigan, Illinois assure Bush

a knock-oul blow to Buchanan,
the right-wing blican who
had unnerved President
with a strong showing in the

New llampshire primary on

February 18 and rang up a 30

per cent protest vole in subse-
quent primarics.

Buchanan's showing In
Michigan and Illlinois, how-
cver, was not nearly as strong
and White House Spokesman
Marlin Fitzwater said: "Tonig-
ht's two siales sent a pretity
clear picture that Buchanan is
not catching fire.”

“The writing on the wall is
clear that George Bush is the
nominee. Pat Buchanan has
made his point but he's been
soundly rejected in one state
after the other,” Fitzwater
added.

is relying on the United States
as their security guarantor.
And {f they get into trouble
again, they are going lo blow
the whistle.”

Since 1981, including
the period of the Gulf war,
some dlrl 16 billlon in US
weaponry has been shipped
into the region, Hamilton said.

"l don't see any restraint. Arms
just keep flowing into the re-

gion."

Djerejian countered that
the administration is "not just
willy-nilly selling arms to who-
ever asks for them.” Rather,
any sales are subjected to a

test of whether they will con-

tribute to stability and peace,
and will not infringe on Israel's
sccurity, he said.

"Carefully selected mils
sales are vital,” he said. il

Djerejian said the Gulf

Bush was his atten-
tion to the Democrats who

control Congress and trying to
portray himsclf as a candidate

ﬁ:rchn.ngc

tide of anti-incumbent fever
sweeping the country.

"As the nominee of the

mhapuofndm‘n

Republican party, | will seck
the support of everyone who
believes that we can change
America as we changed the
world.”

He called on Cnn.grus to
pass his proposals for eco-
nomic growth by a March 20
deadline -- Friday -- that he

had in his January 27
state of the union message.
"To the democrats on

Capitol Hill, 1 say it again --
pass my plan to get the econ-
omy growing and Americans
working. Do something good
for the American people,” he
said.

He said Illinois and
Michigan voters “have added
their voices to the nation's call
for congressional action on our

phnluy:tthhmnnmymuv

states — including Oman,
Bahrain, Qatar, Kuwait and the
United Arab Emirates — have
recognized their need for col-
lective security arrangements.
"The sccurity regime is not
moving forward as rapidly as
we would like, but there is
progress,” he said.

Rep. Mel Levine, another
opposition Democral, charged
that officials of President
Bush's Republican administra-
tion were making the same
statements as before the Gulf
war. "Nothing's changed,” he
said. "There’'s no arms control
here. It's rhetoric.”

And Democrat Iloward
Berman that selling US
weapons to the small states,
which have relatively weak

military forces, amounted to

"prc-positioning for the

Iragis,” who could march in
scize the weapons.

One pmpuled mpnn: salec,
involving 72 F-15 [ighter air-
craft to Saudi Arabia, is being
reviewed in light of whether it
would destabilize conditions in
the Middle East, Djerejian
said.

"At this time, a decision
is not imminent on this sub-
fect,” he said.

On anotlher topic, he said
Jordan's King Hussein
promised during a recent visit
to Washinglon to comply with
the international trade em-

bargo against Iraq. “There have |

beerr items that have flowed
through Jordan to Iraq,” he
said, adding that Iraqgl front
companies in Amman, Jordan,
have been used to thwart the
embargo.

If the flow conlinues.
Hamilton warned, “this
Congress is nol going to be

Gulf states still rely on US arms |

Off the Record

Human marrow in
sheep embryo

REMO, Nev, | Researchers successfully iransplanied adult
human bone marrow cells into a sheep embryo and say their
work may pave the way for trealing human fetuses to correct
debilitating or fatal genctic disorders, AP,

Dr Esmail D Zanjani of the Veterans Administration
Medical Center in Reno and Drs Edward F Srour and Ronald
Holffman at the Indiana University School of Medicine in

Indianapolis reported their resulls in "Blood,” the journal of
the American Society of Hematology.
The trealed sheep, now morg than a year old, is

human blood cells as well as sheep cells. Similar transplants
into human embroys could enable theig bodies 1o fend off
sickle cell anemia, severe combined immunodeficiency and
other blood and metabolic discases.

Researchers including Zanjan! have previously implanied
cells from miscarried fetuses into human embroys in cfforts
lo reverse genclic disorders.

But the success with adult donor cells is Important be-
cause the Bush administration prohibits federal funding for
transplants of fetal tissuc and has threatened to velo a Senate
bill that would lift the ban.

The transplant is also important for efforts to fsolate hu-
man sltem cells, rare marrow cells responsible for the cre-
atton of other marrow and blood cclls.

The obslacle of ducling cclls was avoided by making the
transplants into the fetus during the first trimester when
there s no operatiopral immune system. As the sheep's Im-
mune system developed, it assumed that the transplanted
human cells belonged there, Lhe rescarchers said.

Shamrocks for Bush

WASHINGTON : Irish Foreign Minister David Andrews

@resented a cry ata] bowl [ull of shamrocks to President Bush

on Tuesday ul a St. Patrick's Day obscrvance in the White
House Rose Garden, reports AP.

Bush expressed support for efforts to bring peace to
Northern Ireland, but said "it is not a problem that we our-
sclves can work out.”

Andrews thanked Bush for what he called "the strong sup-
port of the United States for the Anglo-Irish Agreement and
for the efforts to get wide-ranging talks under way™ to bring
peace o Northern Ireland.

It is a problem that because of the many Americans of
irish heritage we are vitally interested in,” Bush said of
Northern Ireland.

But, he added, "We simply are not in a position to dictate a
solution, to in any way be the sole arbiter of this difficult situ-
ation.”

L ] L ] [ ]
Only to stay in jail
KANSAS CITY : A homeless and hungry woman decided
was a warm place with a full plate, so she nnm]mdt:l;n
headquarters and turmed herself in for arrest, reports AP.
Earlene Jones told officers she was wanted on a outstand-
ing warrant, but they told her they couldn't arrest her be-
cause she had no identification. So she hurled a large rock
through a (4.2-meter-tall) pane of glass in City Hall.
"I'm homeless, cold and hungry,” Jones, 33, told an offi-
cer.” Now I'm going to get a place to stay.”
.

Officers booked her on a charge of criminal damage to
property. Then they found a warrant for her arrest for failing

to pay a dlrs 220 fine [rom a July 1988 conviction for ob-
struction of justice.

Munlcipal Judge George Groneman sentenced Jones Lo
five days in jail on the old warrant Monday after she refused
his offer to work off the fine by voluntecring with a civic
group at dirs 5 an hour. .

"1 guess you went to so much trouble to becak into the jail,
you probably want to stay down there,” said Groneman. He

warned her she’ll still have to pay the fine when she gets out.
Jones is awaiting trial on the criminal damage charge.

UN embargo on
Libya likely

NEW YORK, United Nations,
Mar 18: A proposed UN em-
‘bargo against Libya is nothing
less than a declaration of war,
Libya’'s Ambassador to the
United Nations, Al EIl-
Houderi, said Tuesday, reports
AFP.

The UN Security Council is
considering a dralt resolution
that would slap an air teaffic
and arms embargo on Libya.
The resolution demands that
Libya extradite "without any
further delay” its nationals
suspecied in the 1988 bomb-
ing of Pan Am Flight 103 that
killed 270 people and a 1988
UTA bombing in Niger that
killed 170 people.

"*To us, this kind of resolu-
tion is (getting close 1o
(declaring) war against Libya
for ne reason,” the Ambassador

very receplive lnllld lo Jordan. | said at a press conference.

"Such a resolution will endan-
ger the whole area. It will af-
fect the future of the region,
because it introduces an ele-
ment of destabilization in this
area.”

*The cmbargo would go into
cffect 24 hours after the
Security Council adopis the
resolution and wungless the
Council decides otherwise,
member couniries are re-
quired to impose an
on all air traffic to Libya and
stop all shipments of mainte-
nance cquipment and
parts for civilan aircraft. A
similar embarge would be
-h"l'ﬁl on military supplies.

resolution reguires UN
member countries © reduce
the number of Libyan officiale
.in their country and lmit thelr
movements within the host
countiries,



