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Letter From Calcutta

Great Eablcm Hotcl

A Peep into Imperial Calcutta

by Rahat Fahmida in Calcutta

Calcutia, the grandesl city in the British
Empire, created by an enterprising
businesaman from Fair Albton, Job Charnock by
name, s the primary city in the north-eastern
region of Iindia and is as the cultural
and tnicliectual capital ol the sub-continent,
The rich heritage of colonial India is nol on
centred en the Victoria Memorial Hall, whic
is a storchouse of old documents, paintings,
miniaturcs elc, but ranges on to bewilderingly

arcas

One remembers in one breath the
institutions which stood for the eclitistic
Calcutta in the early nineteenth century -- the
Great Eastern Hotel. the Sans Souci Theatre
and the Calcutta Chub.

Mesars D Wilson gave an advertiscment in
the daily newspaper "Englishman and Military
Chronicle” of Friday, November 6, 1840, that
they were soon going to open a ‘family hotel’ at

No. 1, Old Court House Street. This building
stood on the nd where Sans Souci Thealre
stood . which was burnt down in the
early hours of a day in 1839. The building was

named at the time Ezra Mansions.

Soon, the Wilson llotel was re-named
‘Auckland Hotel' aficr Lord Auckland, who was
. He was
also a brother of Miss Emily Eden, whosc
skeiches and writings have made Calculta
known to all

This is the Greal Eastern Hotel of today,
that has thus passed fts 150 years of existence.
The Posi-Master General W W Taylor had
mentioned about this hotel in his book entitied
Thirty-cight Years in India’. He had praised
the services of the hotel in which he lived with
family in 1842,

From the be ing till 1862 the holcl was
owned by Mr Wilson. In 1862 the holcl was
owned by Mrs Wilson. In 1862 {t changed
hands and was named The Great Easlern

g
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formed limiled company.

in 1863 the monthly room rent in the hotel

was Rs 250 only. There was some higher-
riced accommodation as well. All celcbrities
ﬂhc Rudyard Klphnluldmﬂhcrlnm
here during thelr visits o the city

House of the hotel, ‘Jerusalem', buclmr the
cenire of business and tradec. Indians thus
started to J.o. there. A couplet in Dengali
writlen at t time visualizes this conlact
between Lhe "Saheebs” .;:fd.t-:t nl.lmh -

“Bangaleer e Leen

Keshab &J‘:‘llhﬂ-ﬁl‘n and Wilson® —
meaning the hotel. -

The sciting up of small shops in the holel

s was also started by this hotelier. The
shopping arcade was named the "Hall of All
Nations” and had a varicty of merchandise --
mainly silks, ivory and ornaments. There was
also a barber shop for men and a MILW
for women, who were staying in t
premiscs.

It 1s interesting o know that Tekchand
Thakur or Peary Chand Mitra, the writer of the
famous satire "Alaler Gharer Dulal™ — was a
Director of this hotel from 1867 to 1870. Iﬁ.rv
records bear his signature. W C
of the founder members of the Indian Hlthl-l
Congress, was its sharc-holder from 1890 o
1896 holding S000 sharcs. Lovelock & Lewis,
Chartcred Accountants, audited the accounts.

In 1862 Wilson left Calcutta for England
after having transferred the management of
the hotel to a private limited co . Tl
1928 the majority of the share-ho were
Englishmen; slowly it passed over to Indian
hands. As the ish went home, the billiard
room of the hotel lost its importance and now
it is one of the main meeting halls of the hotel,
"Rajanigandha”. In 1975 the Government took
over the ment and that status is still

Holcl Lid' and was transformed into a newly

Great Eastern —

Wheat procurement drive

One lakh metric tons of
wheat will be procured for four
divisions of the country during
the country-wide wheat pro-
curement drive that began
from March 15 (Sunday), re-
ports UNB.

The drive began under the
Internal Procurement
Programme at a cost of TK
64.20 crore. has bcen under-
taken with a view to strength-
ening food stock, an official
handout said Wednesday,

Out of the fotal target,
75,8000 tons will be pur-

Supreme Court

exonerates
Editor of
Sangram

Supreme Court has exoner-
ated the editor, publisher and
a stall reporter of the daily
Sangram from the charge of
coniempt, reports UNB.

A contempl rule was issued
on March 9 against them for a

impinged report published in
the March B issue of the

Bengali dadly.

The charged newsmen
were cxoncrated with a warn-
ing for the future when they
appeared (n the court
Wednesday and submitted an
application expressing regret
and tendering unqualifled
apology for the report.

They stated that the wrong
report was due to
"inadvertence and Inexperi-
ence” of the reporter.

Power suspension

By Staff Correspondent
Power will be suspended at
the Tejgaon industrial area,

Kaligan] upazila arca, Paiksha
Palash thana arca and Rupganj

tl'-mprﬂyl"rldayfmmﬂun_

to 4pm.
It will also r:nulin Sus-
on Monday at the same
at the Narshingdi town
area, Shibpur thana arca and
Narshingdi Sadar thana area
partly, a DESA press reicase

says.

One lakh ton targeted

chased from Rajshahi, 21,000
tons from Khulna 2,500 tons
from Dhaka and 1,000 tons
from Chittagong division.

This quantity of wheat will
be procured directly from the
farmers through 13 central
storage depot, 621 local supply
depot and 208 temporary pur-
chasing centres of the country.

The procurement price has
been fixed at Tk 240 per
maund or Tk 643 pcr quintal
of wheat.

The aim ol the procure-
ment is to provide fair price to
the farmers for their products
and to motivate and encourage
them for boosting up the pro-
duction of wheat.

The programme will con-
tinue up to August next.

Journalists of
Dainik Desh

mnt.l.nulng 1ill dates

150 years of pmnunng Indmn hﬂtﬂll!ﬁﬂs-—- tht.u hy Eublmll Clukrthu'ty

Projonmo'71 rally

in support of

Golam Azam's trial

By Staff Correspondent
Projonmo'7 1, organisation
of the children of the martyrs
of 1971, will hold a rally at 3
pm today (Thursday) in front
ol the National Press Club.
The rally has been organ-
ised to voice support for the

public trial of foreign

citizen

Golam Azam, who was allcgedly
one of the main planners be-

hind the blue

print for geno-

cide in 1971.
The trial will be held on

March 26 in

ple’'s court at

peo
The Suhrawardy Udyan of the

city.

Prominent wriler Jahanara

Imam,

Convenor or the

Coordination Commitice for
the realisation of the Ideals of

the

Libcration War

and

Elimination of the Killers and

Collaborators of '71,

will be

chiel guest at the rally.
The mecting will be ad-
dressed by mothers, widows,

demand arrear | sons daughiers, brothers and
. sisters of the martyers ol
salaries 1971,
By Staff Correspondent

An emergency mccling of
the Dhaka Union of Joufnalists
(DUJ) 'Dainik Desh’ Unit
Wednesday demanded imme-
diate republication of the
newspaper.

The meeting held at the of-
fice of the 'Dainik Desh’' also
demanded payment of all ar-
rcar salaries and allowances of

Training Course

The

on Sewing

three-month long

training course on sewing con-
cluded Wednesday at the
training centre for the Ansar

the journalists.
Abul Kalam Azad. DUJ Unit
Chiel of the newspaper 5.00 Opening announce-

presided over the mecting
while the leaders of DUJ ad-

dressed.

Tk 10 lakh Indian
sarees seized
By Staff Correspondent

A special squad of Customs |

Department late Tucsday night
scized 3190 picces of Indian
sarces worth about Tk

from a truck at Fulbaria in the *

city.

On a secret informauon, the
law enforcing personcl fol-
lowed the truck coming from
Jessore and halted it
Fulbaria market at about 3 am.

ment Al-Quran Pro-
gramme Summary

5.10 News in Bangla

5.20 Recitation from the
Geeta

5.30 Jana Ojana

5.45 Mahey Ramzan

6.30 Carloon: The New
Three Stoogcs

7.06 Debate

8.00 News in Bangla

10 lakh | 8.30 Drama of the weck

10.00 News in English

10.30 Drama series: Twin
Peaks

11.15 Khabar /The News

11.25 Friday's Programme

near Summary
11.30 Closing

[ -

Five-Party Alliance brought out a procession in support of the public trial of killers and
Md‘ﬂhﬁtdty 'l'uhﬂ:l-y
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Liabilitics of the Bangladcsh

Chemical Indusiries

its enterprises, UND reports.
Official spurces on

Wednesday said total Babtlitics

ef BCIC stood over Tk

lmﬂlmhhnnz‘ﬂi-
gre at the :rutpﬂln‘

time last year.
About 22 units of the public
seclor ©o overdrew

nearly Tk 52.20 crore from
banks during the period
against Tk 45.40 crorc in the
previous year,

overdrew Th 7.28 crore
against Tk |.84 crere,
Kohinoor Battery

BCIC ¢
was achieved in last January
while sales target achievement

BCIC debts increasing steadily

Offlicials said normal pro
duction at the North Bl:npl
Paper Mills suffered setback
while the Sylhet Pulp and
Paper Mills ran below fts tar-

ﬂu:dn; to [requent power

Production at the Cement
Chinker Grinding Factory in
Chittagong also sulfered be-
cause of erralic electricity
supply and technical trouble in
the plant.

Power faflure also led 10

roduction target fallure in
Kohlnmr Chemical Company,

KMB, Lira Industrial
Enterprise and Eagle Box and
Cartlon Manulacturing

Khulna Newsprint Mills was 74 per cent Company .
Bangladeshis in US urged to | Death anniversary
%ol b of Abul Mansur

p consolidate democracy | Anmed observed
Prime Minister Degum She said the people of By Staff Correspondent
Khaleda Zia said in Washinglon Bangladesh have tremendous The 13th death
Wednesday thal her govern:  potentialities through which | 5f Abul Mansur ﬁhm:i.
ment was striving hard to at- I.hcy could achicve impos- | o owned . Mterature

tain economic emancipalion
which would help democracy
get an institutional shape, ac-
cording to a message reecived
in Dhaka yeslerday. reports
BSS.

Addressing the members of
Bangladeshi communitly living
in Wash at the confer-
ence room of Willard Intcr-
Continental Hetel here, she
urged them to extend their to-
tal support for consolidating
democracy in

"You should work hand in
hand with your brothers In
Bangladesh to help consolidate
the hard-earned democracy”,
she added.

Referring to the misrule of
the autocratic me she said
her rnment inherited

a devastated economy where
indiscipline and corruption
were the order of Lthe day.

| Cundolencc mc:clmg af : Puja Conunmcc

Mahanagar in Puja Committce will hold a mecting to
condole the deaths of Justice Ranadhir Scn and Chitlaranjan
Saha alias Barunda, today (Thursday) in the Dhakeswari Mandir

premises here.

Chiefl Election Commissioner Justice
Debesh Chandra Battacharya, Awami Leaguc presidium member
Dr Kamal Hossain, among others, will participalte in the discus-

shon.

Islamic Academy Discussion Meeting

Islamic Academy will hold a discussion mecting and Iftar
partylnday‘!hundnynlﬁpmﬂilﬂl‘mnmﬂl Road No 9/1.

5-party press conference

Five Party Allance will hold a press conference today
(Thursday) at 4 pm al Col Taher Audilorfum Lo cxpress view on
the Rajshahi University incident and Golam Azam issue.

Lions Club Meet

Lions Club of Dhaka Solidarity will hold its regular weekly

meeting tomorrow (Friday) at 5-30pm at
The Ambassador of Japan in

sh [uture economic rclation. Minister for
LGRD and Cooperatives will attend as chicl guest while Minister
for Establishment will be the special guest.

on Japan-

¥ Weather %

wind is likely at one or two

Bogra, Tangail, Mymcnsingh, Comilla and Sylhet during the
next 36 hours commencing 6 pm Wednesday, according

Met office.

Weather may remain mainly dry elscwhere over the

l:m.ll‘ll.rjl'

r temperatlure may remain ncarly unchanged during the

Th: sun scts in Dhaka today (Thursday) at 6-10 pm and
rises tomorrow Friday at 6-03 am.

Temperature and Humidity recorded In important cities.
and towns on Wednesday were:

Cities/Towns T:mpcrnlurc in Humidity in
degree Celsius percentange
Max Min fam 6pm
Dhaka 31.5 22.5 - 8O B8
Chittagong 30.4 23.2 80 78
Rajshahi 36.0 16.6 8l 30
Khulna 32.2 21.6 - 7]
Khepupara 30.4 22.5 75 77
Cox's Bazar 31.2 234 72 66 |
Sylhet 29.2 18.0 82 66
Dinajpur 32.0 26.3 78 35

2y

Weather may remain dry

By Staff Correspondent
Rain or thundcrshower accompanicd by tempo

Ehc stressced Lhe necd for
attaining food autarky and
check population boom in the
grealer national interest. She
said all the devclopment ef-
forts were bound to [ail {f we
can not check the population
explosion, she said.

She listed several develop-
ment programmes taken up by

the present govermment in-
cluding compulsory free pri-
mary education and [ree edu-
cation for girls uplo class
eight in the rural areas.

The Prime Minisier said
press Is enjoying complete
freedom under the present
democratic government. She
said the political parties also
gct cqual opportunities (o ex-

and politictan in the suboonti-
nent was observed Wednesday
with due :

Abul Mansur Ahmad
Memorial Commitlee organ:
ised a discussion mecting and
milad mahfil at the residence
of the late leader on the occa-

1 shon.

The meeting addressed by
MA Mohaimen, Barrister Ziaur
Rahman Khan Mp and Mahbub
Anam stressed the need for
preserving the memorics of
late national personalitics with
a view to Laking lesson [rom
their lives.

Specakers at the mecting
said that the policics and mea-
surcs taken by Lthe lale lcader
during his ministership laid
the loundation of industrialisa-
tion in the country.

Tipe Brily Star 3

BSB okays Tk 26 cr project

By Staff Correspondent
Bangladesh Shilpa Bank |5 88 crore in foreign cur
(BSB) on Wednesday a mﬂ!ﬂﬂtl‘!ﬂlﬂhﬂm
Taka 26.49 crore for yarn mill

mb-:lﬂlqm
m'bﬂ 1ywpruhulﬂlluh

h-_-:ul H?-[DA-::IIFDE of yarn annually and cmploy
would involve Taka 400 workers.

mmmh“uuu

IRS TAX ASSISTANCE

A taxpayer specialist from the Internal Revenue Service will visit
Dhaka on March 22 and March 23 10 answer gucstions Americans |
have on filing their Federal income tax returns. He will give a shont
general talk at 8:30 A.M. on Sunday, March 22 at the ARA Club |
in Guishan. He will hold individual meetings with laxpayers aficr )f
|
|
|

10:00 A M. on Sunday and all day on Monday  These mectings are
open o all US. ctizens and Legal Pormancnt Residents.
Arrangements arc being made for admittance to the ARA club for
non-members. For further information, or to schedule a privaie
meeting with the IRS representative, please call the Embassy

Consular Section, 884700-22 ext. 794 or 273 J
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DIPI'.S_EA
COMPANY SECRETARYSHIP

(Through Correspondence & Personalised Guidance)

The secretery is the key Ilntnorpniutm:lml
functions as the bridge between its top management and
the administration.

In almost all English speaking and European countries,

the Secrelary is a stat post in an tion of
mnu: character. In mahounng India legal frame
makes it mandatory to have a

for eve
retary whose obllyuﬂns are Zﬂnrdmme Indian
Cumpamu Act 1956,

In Ban h. disinvestment of nationalized industries,

forming holding companies of the nationalized enterprises,
and a continuous enlargement of private sector have
necessitated specialized secretarial expertise.

RAPPORT n:a]i?lng this imperative urgency and in view of

the oblain in the managemenl practices,
decided to in mfrodw:'t ﬁla Diploma course.

The Course begins Mayl, 1992
For detalils please collect FREE Brochure from :

. RAPPORT BANGLADESH LIMITED
management consultants, trainers & publishers

ress their opinfon through [
lnthiwmnn

Abdur Roul, Justice

n Hotel.
., Toshio Saiki will talk
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gusty

over the region of Pabna,
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98 Malibagh (D.I.T Road) Tel. 400419
N Y K LINE

This is 1o advise that MV ASIAN ANGEL VOY-16A s expected 1o amive a Chittagong on or about 26-3-92
camying cargoes with Vehicles from Japanese Ports

' are requested o arrange clearance of thewr consignments as soon as possile afler discharge. It is advised
that Consignments not Cleared within 45 days from the dale of amval of the vessel are hable 1o be sold in auction by
Customs Authority without any relerence 10 the Consignees.

FIMLAY HOUSE
AGRABAD Ca
POBOX-118
CHITTAGONG

TEL S008Y1 -5, 500086
TLX 8821 AR JFTO A
FAX : {081) 225207

For: JAMES FINLAY P.L.C.
AS AGENTS.
NYK LINE, TOKYO, JAPAN

FINLAY HOUSE 15 KHAN JAHAN ALl ROMD
15 ESKATON GARDENS PO BOX NO-7

PO BOX NC 1M WCHUL NA

DA TEL 21008 24862 § 24286
TEL 06601 w07 725 TLX 2T JFEN A

T s2412

FAX (0D 533905

@ EVERGREEN

NOTICE TO CONSIGNEES /SHIPPERS

FEEDER VESSEL M. V. NGS RANGER VOY 2692 IMP. ROT NO.

165/92 1S EXPECTED

TO ARRIVE CHITTAGONG OUTER ANCHORAGE ON OR ABOUT 19.03.92 WITH EVERGREEN
CONTAINERS RELAYED AT SINGAPORE EX FOLLOWING VESSELS :-

VESSEL

EVER GENTLE
O384RE-043

PORT

ANTWERP
HAMBURG
LEHAVRE
THAMESPORT

CONSIGNEES ARE REQUESTED TO CLEAR THEIR CARGOES IMMEDIATELY ON DISCHARGE.
CARGOES UNCLEARED WITHIN 45 DAYS FROM THE ARRIVAL DATE OF THE VESSEL WILL
BE DISPOSED WITHOUT ANY REFERENCE TO THE CONSIGNEES, AS PER CUSTOM RULES.

M. V. NGS RANGER VOY 26W92 WILL ALSO LOAD CONTAINERS 'UNDER EXP. ROT NO.
179/92 FOR SINGAPORE FOR ONWARD TRANSHIPMENT TO U.S.A. WEST & EAST COASTS,

EUROPEAN ,

U.K. & MEDITERRANEAN PORTS.

FOR DETAILS AND CARGO BOOKINGS
PLEASE CONTACT OUR BANGLADESH AGENTS:

) &=\ Baridhi Shipping Lines Limited

19/F Sgne Kalyan Bhaban

195 Motijheel Com Area
Tel AB4548 A54540

Tk ' 632666 HAC BJ 632666 BSLL B

Teletax  880-2-863734

¢ A HRC COMPANY)
CHITTAGONG

F Jben Bima Bhaber
1064 Sk NMugh Rd. Agrabad
Te 504313 502123 .
T 833147 WAC B

Toledax BB0-31- 225605

KHULNA

25 Yousul Row

Whr 7 Pt

Tel 2117%

Telefax D80 41-24330
Telegram BSLL



