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NEWS BRIEFS
ECNEC okays
five projects

Executive Committee of
National Economiz Council
(ECNEC) Wednesday approved
five projects involving a total
outlay of Tk 203 crore with a

currency component ol
Tk 158.38 crore.Finance Min-
ister M Saifur Rahman chaired
the ECNEC meeting and ap-
E'I;IMd the projects, rcports
13

Japanese aid for .

Japan has decided to re-
lease 136 million in Japanese
yen (Approx. one million US
dollars)] to UNHCR as emer-

ncy assistance to the

refugecs sheltered in

Bangladesh, reports UNB3.
Orphans on hunger
| strike |

SIRAJGANJ, Mar 1B: In-
3m||:|:n:l.|=||. of Government Shishu

an (Orphanage )} began an
!ndeﬂnlt:"ﬂunpr strike today
demanding adequate food,
medicare and sanitation facili-
ties. About 200 children ed
the strike which s

Four arrested
Dhaka Metropolitan Police
Wednesday
grams of
heroin from Kutub Khan area
of Demra and arrested four
persons in this conncction, a
DMP press releasc said, re-
poris BSS.
Ramaan March Schr ifiar
13 19 - 6.16pm
14 20 4'4%am 6.16pm
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Police raid RU halls :

DHAKA THURSDAY MARCH 19, 1992

59 held

RAJSHAHI, Mar 18 : The
Ganotantrik Chhatra Otkkya
today called for a half-day har-
tal in the, cily tomorrow
[Thursday) to protest the

| death of one of its leaders in

y campus.
The Islami Chhatra Shibir

has also called a hall-day hartal

”"ll’..

GCO,

*" _. «i : ; . J
o ,?hnku University. Arts Building premises guring Iﬂ“:ﬂlﬂ'

From Qur Correspondent

on the same day.

According to Boalia thana,
police raided several residen-
tial halls on campus early today
and arrested 59 pcrsons from
the area. Police. howcver, re-
fused to divulge the identities
of those arrested.

Yasser Aralal alas Pitu, a
lecader of the JSD-backed

Shibir call
hartal: BIT closed

Chhatra League ﬂl-ﬁ and an
activist of the GCO, was killed
and over B0 others wifre ‘in-
jured as activists of the GCO
and lIslami Chhatra Shibir
clashed and police opened fire
in the RU campus Tuesday al-
ternoon. Pitu's body was sent
to his Rangpur home loday.
Sor Page 12 Col 4
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GCO observes
strike to

protest
RU killing

By DU Correspondent

The student strike called by
the Ganatantrik Chhatra Ofkya
{GCO) protesting the killing of
Yasser Arafat Pitu at Rajshahi
University was obscrved at all
the educational institutions, in
the city Wednesday .

No classes were held at
Dhaka University and other
educational institutions during
the strike and the offices were
also closed.

Ganatantrik Chhatra Otkya
held a rally in front of the
National Press Club yesterday
at 11 am protlesting the inci-

Sec Page 12 Col 2

s strike e-l.lled to protest tht killing of Moin Hossain Raju
—Star photo
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Khaleda-Bush |
talks today

WASIHINGTON, Mar
Primc Minisicr Begum l(hak-l:ll
Zia arrived here today for a
five-day visit to the United

Statcs at the invitation of
president George Bush, re-
ports [I55

Begum Zia was grected al
the Dallas Airport by the
Deputy Assistant Secretary of
Statc Terceita Scheller
Bangladesh ambassador 1o
Washingion Abul Ahsan, local
BNFP lcaders and Bangladesh!
communily living in
Washington were also present
at the airport o reccive her.

President Bush will wel-
come her al the White House
on March 19 in accordance
with Lhe traditional protoceol
and hold an hour-long discus-
sion on various maiters relat-
ing to bilateral regional and in-
lermational issues.

The influx of thousands of
Myanmar refugees (o
Bangladesh will figure in
prominently during their talks.

This is the first visit by
egum Zia (o the US since be-
coming the Prime Minister of

adesh last year.

gum Zia was the special
guest in one of the breakfast
meeltings of a group of
Scenators here today at the US
Capitol Hill.

On her arrival at the impos-
ing Capital Hill, Begum Zia was
received by Senator Durend
Burger. Sixtecn senatlors were
present al the meeting,

The chatrman of the group,
Scnalor Stevens of Alaska wel-
comed the Prime Ministcr at
the meeting. Begum Zia was
introduced to the members
present as the head of the
democratically elected gov-
ernment ol Bangladesh.

The expressed their desire
to work for strengthening bi-
lateral relations between

and the USA

The Prime Minister also
altemded a mceting with the

S m——
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members

Commitice of tl- House nf
Representatives at the Capitol
Hill.

Fw Aflairs Committee
chairmman Dante Farscell- wel-
comed Begum Zia at the meet-

ing.

They exchanged views with
the Prime Minister on a wide
range of issues, which are of

to the congress.
Mcanwhile, Congress

woman Susan Molinari called
on Begum Zia at her hotel sulle
today and discussed matters of
mutual interest.

. Ms Molinari, clected from
one of the New York con-
stituencies, said she and her
colleagues In the Congress
have been working r o
bring about closer relationship

~ between the two countries.

She sald she was keen to
put in her ellorts so that
Bangladcsh recetve aler In-
ternational help and coopera-
tion.

Begum Zia thanked the
Congress representalive for
her interest in Bangladesh.
She explained varfous sieps
taken up by her (Khaleda's)
government to Ms Molinart
particularly for the uplift of
wWoImen.

She hoped that the existing
relations between the two

countfies would further ex-
pand.
Another report says,

Edward Turner, the founder
and owner of Cable News
Network [CNN) and his wife
famous fAlm actress Jane Fonda
made a courtesy call on Begum
Zia at her hotel suite here to-
day.

Tumer said that there was a
common complain that Third
World countries could not pro-
ject their socio-cconomic and
poiitical issues in the interna-
tional media because of the
domination of Western coun-
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The organiscrs of the
‘public trial’ of Golam Azam are
termined to go ahead with
their March 26 programme, a
press conference was told yes-
terday.

Leaders of the ’'National
Coordination Commitice for
Implementation of the Spirit
of Liberation War and
Annihilation of the
Collaborators and Killers of
1971 have warned that the
Government will be responsi-
ble for any situation arising out
of the move taken by the
Government to bar the
planned trial.

The press conference was
held in the afternoon at the
Taher Auditorium ef Jatiya
Samajtantrik Dal office at
Gulistan, hours after a meeting
between Home Minister Abdul
Matin Chowdhury and the

Home Minister asks organisers to leave it to Govt

By Staff Correspondent

Committee leaders at the
Secrelariat.
f,alal of 12 rcprescntatives
from 'the 'trial mmmlllu: at-
tended the nearly two-and-a
hall-hour meeting with the
Home Minister. State minister
for Law Aminul Huq, and se-
nicr officials of the lome
Ministry were also present.
The 12 organizers who at-
tended the meeting are
Convener of the national coor-
dination committce, Jahanara
Imam, Member-Secretary Prof
Abdul Mannan Chowdhury,
Abdur Razrzak MP, Kari Aref
Ahmed, Prol Abdul Ahad, Syed
Hasan Imam, Advocate Gaziul
Hugq, Lt Col (retd) Abu Osman
Chowdhury, Lt Col (retd) Kazi

Nuruzzaman, Asim Kumar Ukil,
Shafi Ahmed and Syed
J

Juaul-’yln.g the planned trial

"Trial’' body bent on trying
Azam in "'public court'

initiated by the Commilttee,
Jahanara Imam told the press
conference : "So far the trial of
Golam Azam could not be held
under the law of the land. The
previous governmenis also
failed to try him. We believe
the trial is now possible be-
cause of the democratic altmo-
sphere prevailing in the coun-
tly'li

She revealed that the
Minister had asked the organ-
isers of the trial to abandon
their programme and leave it
to the Government for a deci-
sion.

In response, the Commitlee
members told the Minister
continue with the trial exclud-
ing the charge of violation of

the Arlicle 38 of the
Conslilution, Imam said.
The Article in the
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CAPE TOWN, Mar 18: South
Africa’'s President Frederik De
Klerk won an overwhelming
mandate for reforms ending
white minority rule today, ac-
cording to the resullts of
Tuesday's : whiles-only refer-
endum, AFP.

With just two results out-
standing from the 15 rcgions,
the largest district, Pretloria,
gave him a 57.2 per cent ma-
jority in favour of continuing
negotiations with black leaders
on bringing South Alfrica's
black majority to power.

De Klerk had said he would
resign and call :lﬁcunm if he
lost Lthe vote.

Only one rc‘lnn
Pietersburg in the northern
Transvaal — recorded a "no”
majority with 56.8 per cenl to
42.9 per cent of 87,659

Eoplt opposed to the re-
rms.

The leader of the "no” cam-
paign in the referendum,

Andries Treurnicht, quickly
conceded defeat. '

—

Treurnicht, who heads the
pro-apartheid Conservalive

Party (CP). said the "hysterical

claims of the possibility of
sanctions or a bloodbath and
the ghost of unemployment
were clearly Just too much for
many voters.”

De Klerk's main negotiating
partner, African National
Congress (ANC) President
Nelson Mandela, said he was
‘very happy Indeed” at the
“yes” result.

‘We are trying to normalise
the political process in this
country. A 'no’ vote had the
potential of destabilising that
process. An overwhelming 'yes'
vote means that process is now
on track,” Mandela told state
television. :

The 287,720 "yes® votes in
Pretoria took De Klerk over
the 1.4 milion mark he
nceded to be sure of an abso-
lute majority of the 3.3 million
electorate, given a turnout of
85 per cent. ,

Turnout in Pretoria was

89.2 per cent, bringing the av-

crage turnout to 84 per cent
Alter 13 regions, De Klerk had
68.5 per cent of the vote, with
31.2 per cent for Andries
Treurnicht's Conservative

De Klerk wins mandate
for end to white rule

Party and the "no” campaign,
with 0.3 per cent spoilt pa-
pers.

De Klcrk was due to ad-
dress the nation before the
resentation of the national
udgct, but the late resgults
from Tuecsday's referendum
may force the President to de-

lay his speech.

While while South Africans
awailcd the results of a crucial
rcferendum on the country's
political reforms, police today
reported that fresh violence
in black townships had leflt 14
dead.

The orgy of violence has
claimed about 300 lives since
February 20 when President
Frederik De Klerk announced
the whites-only plebiscite
which was held Tuesday.

Of the deaths reported
Wednesday by police, six were
related to attacks on black
commuters In townships near
here.

Police said that the slashed
bodics of twe men were found
next o the railway line in
Sowclo on Wednesday.

|

Commissioner,

when they
wards the court in the form of
procession near the Saonali

Hasina demands
judicial probe
into Rajshahi

incident

By Staff Correspondent |

Awami league chiel and
Leader of the -Opposition in
Parliament Sheikh lasina
Wednesday condemned the
killing of Yasser Arafal Pitu, a
student of the Rajshahi
University and a lcadcer of the
Ganatantrik Chhatra Oikya

(GCO) by police and Islami

Chhatra Shibir {ICS) aclivisis.

She also demanded judicial
enquiry into the incident and
punishment to the culprits.

In a statement she said that
police and armed Shibir ac-
tivists attacked the supporters
of the GCO when they formed a
human chain in prolest against
the ‘false cases lodged by the
ICS against 60 of their lead-
ers.

Pitu was killed on Rajshahi
University campus Tuesday
when police opened fire and
the ICS simultaneously at-
tacked a procession of the

Sce Page 12 Col 4

Press Note

'Police fired
shots 1n
self defence'

A governmenl press note
last night said that the police
had fired shots in Rajshah
Tucsday in sell defence when
the situation went out of con-

trol, reports BSS.

Giving a background of the
situation resulting in the death
of onc student, the Press Note
said some supporters of the
Gonotantrik Chhatra Oikya
proceeded in a bus at 10-45
am Tucsday to 'gherao’ the of-
fice of the Rajshahi Deputy
demanding
withdrawal of cases against 60
students of the Rajshahi
University and trial and ouster

of Professor Golam Azam.

The police obstructed them
tried to move to-

Bank at about 11-15 am, the
Press Note said.

It said the processionists
had tried to move ahead, ig-
noring police objection and
threw stones at the police,
who broke up the procession

by bursting tear-gas shells.

Akram Point seen
suitable for deep

draught anchorage

From Munir U Ahmed

KHULNA, Mar 18: Akram
Point, 35 miles inside the
Passur Channel from the Outer
Harbour is the meost suitable
site for establishment of a
deep draught anchorage for
the country, according to ex-
perts.

Ships over tens of thou-
sands lonnage cannot enter
the Karnaphul river and have
to wait at the Outer Anchorage
far out into the Bay for lighter-
age. This {s not the case with
the Akram point which can not
only take in ships up to 50.000
ton displacement but also
possibly, il appropratcely de-
veloped, can berth them mak-
ing lighterage unneccecssary,
saving huge sums ol money.

According to experts,
Akram point has some advan-
tages for deep draught anchor-

age: 1) Swatch of No-land and
Swaich of No-Ground — two
deep waler areas are close o
the point; 2) mangrove forests
at the point prevent tidal
surge; 3) deep forest along the
point can provide safe anchor-
age of vessels and prevent
bank eroston. 4) Three-fourths
of the country is connectled by
river with the point.

There has been suggcestions
for establishment of a deep-
draught anchorage facility near
Kutubdia but experts have been
maintaining that such a port
near Chittagong was not feasi-
ble in view of the high rate of
accrction of land along the
coastal belt of Chittagong.

Experts favour esiablish-

ment of deep draught port at
Akram Point because the

See Page 12 Col 7
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Pakistan
reach
World

Cup semis

SYDNEY, Mar 18 : Thirty-
six mmaiches and nearly a
month after {t started,
cricket's World Cup has been

p-red to four teams. reporis

Tht cuts wtr: not kind lor
some teams Wednesday

Defendin champions
Australia, ting to regain
credibility r a disastrous
start to the lournament., were
out of the playofl picture be-
fore they started play
Wednesday against the West
Indies.

Ausiralig’'s archrivals, New
Zenland, who had a 70
record before Wednesday,
were casy losers Lo Pakistan.
The victory helped Pakistan
advance 1o the semifinals,
knocking out Australia in the

That set off a rans-Tasman
Sca war of words, with accusa-
tions that New Zealand,
knowing they could play their
semifinal tn Auckland f
Australia™were out of the pie-
ture, may not have tried as
hard as they could,

If it had come 1o an
Australia-New Zealand semifl-
nals, the match would have
been played in Sydocy.

Sec Page 12 Col |

Gunshots
rock DU

By Staff Correspondent

A report received late night
Wednesday says that 17 rounds
of gunshots were heard from
the premises of Surja Sen Hall
of the Dhaka University, cam-
pus sources said.

The gunshots created panic
in the nearby Scrgeant Zahurul
Haq Hall

The residents of Zahurul
Haq Hall responded by firing a
couple of gunshots fcaring an
attack from the students of
Surja Sen Hall. But there was
no confrontation.

Resident students of both
the Halls of Dhaka University
were involved in armed con-
flict in recent days.

Meanwhile, police person-
nel were deployed between
Haji Md Mohshin Hall and
Sergeant Zahurul Haq [Hall
area.

126 lawyers say

'Public trial’
recognised
internationally

By Staff Correspondent

A lotal of 126 lawyers of the
Supreme Court Bar Association
Wednesday dismissed an ear-
lier contention by 72 lawyers
that the euneept of 'public
trial’ was "unconstitutional”.

A joint statement of the 126
lawyers termed the contention
by the 72 “expression
of their anti-people character.”

A group of 72 lawyers, in-
cluding the President of the
Supreme Court Bar Association
Dr. Rafiqur Rahman, in a
statement on Monday termed
the concept of public trial un-
constitutional and contrary to
the rule of law.

The 126 Supreme Court
pointed out that the
concept of public trial was an

internationally recognised way
of reflecting public opinfon.

Those lawyers who made
statements t the planned
trial of Golam Azam were never
heard to be ¢ ent against
his role during 1971 War
of Independence and his con-
tinued violation ol the coun-
try's Constitution, the state-
ment added.

The signatories to the
statement included Barrister
Shafique Ahmed, Barrister

- Shawkat Ali Khan, MA Wahab,

Gariul Hugq, AKM Shamsuddin
Ahmed, Subrata Chowdhury,
Joymul Abedin and MA Tareq



