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Moudud, Swapan and Litu co-accused

Ershad directed Rajuk to
allot plot for Rajanigandha

A special court yesterday
former President HM

Ershad and three others of
misusing official position and
working in colluston with each

other to lease out 3.82 acres of

DIT f(currently Rajuk] com-
mercial plot at area
causing the statulory an

income loss of nearly
13.5 crore, reports [3SS.

Sentor Special and Sessions
Judge Nasiruddin Ahmed fur-
ther charged that by their acts,
the accused persons had de-

DIT an earning of Taka
3.40.43.637.97 and enabled
International Hotel Holdings
Limited to have illegal benefits
thereby committed offence
under Section 5 (2) of the
Rrevention of the Corruption
Act of 1947.

The other accused persons
are former Vice President
Moudud Ahmed, former Works
Mintster Shaliqul Ghant
Swapan and Director
of International Holel Holdings
Limited Abul Khair Litu.
International llotel Holdings
Limited (s the owner of

Holiday Inn.
the first three ac-
cused persons (Ershad,
Moudud and were
charged of disrcegarding and
viclating government and DIT
rules in leasing out the plot,
Abul Khair Litu was c of
receiving illegal financial bene-

While

Judge Nasiruddin
Ahmed while reading out the
charges saidd Moudud Ahmed
while in charge of the Ministry

of Industries by misusing his
position recommended
k (former

Eﬂﬁ-ﬂhnmm
Special

mendations.

It was further charged that

the then Works Minister

Ghani Swapan know-
ing fully that the matter was
against the exi rulcs, di-
rected the Rajuk r DM
authorities to make the allot-
ment with a mention that he
had discussions with the
President (Ershad) on the
malter.

The charge said DIT
determined the price of that
land at Taka 1.5 crore per
bigha back in 1985, the then
Chairman of DIT knowing fully
that it would fetch higher
prices il public auction was
held, gave his consent to allo-

cate the land at the rate of

per bigha tn
1987 without the roval ol

price

Taka 7,62, 66,207.97 as

interest (for paying the land

price in 12 equal instaliments
without interest).

Earlier as the court went

into scssion at about hall past

4

ten in the morning, scnior
Special Judge Nasiruddin
said it seemed Lo him

that the charges could be
framed against the aecused
persons.

Afler reading out the three-
page charge, the Judge asked
the accused persons of their
opinion in the charge. The ac-
cuscd persons one afler an-
other stated that they are in-
nocent. However, Moudud
Ahmed, who 1s the second ac-
cused before claiming himself
innocent, commented that the

allegations against him were
notl correct.
The Judge fixed four days in

late April as the dates for tes-
timony of 20 prosecution wit-
nesses. He mentioned that de-
position of four PWs would
start on April 18. Prosccution
sourccs said most of the PWs

arc employees ol Rajuk.
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A child presenting a bouquet to the Prime Minister on her arrival at the Heathrow Airport in

London Monday.

Fierce fighting in
Lanka : 126 killed

COLOMBO, Mar 17 : A gov-

ernment news agency re-

100 Tamil rebels and

26 soldiers were killed

Tuesday in a military oflensive

in the jungles of northern Sri
Lanka, reports AP,

The Lankapuvath news
agency report could not be in-
dependently confirmed and

was no world from the
Tamil Tiger rebels on the
fighting in the inaccessible
Welioya jungics.

Both sides have in the past
exaggerated casualty figures in
the ethnic war being waged by
Sri Lanka's Tamil minority.

More than 17,000 pcople
have been killed since 1983
when the Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam started fighting
the Sinhalese government to
set up an indepecndent Tamil

natiecn in the north and the
east.

Lankapuvath said at lcast 80
soldiers and 200 rebels were
injured In the fighting. The
arca is 250 kilometers (155
miles) northeast of Colombo.

A military official said ear-
lier Tuesday that about 3,000
soldiers backed by bomber air-
craft, tanks and artillery ad-
vanced into the jungles in
Mullaittivu district.

The guerillas firced mortars,
rocket-propelled grenades and
automatic rifles, said the offi-
cial who cannot be identified
under briefing rules.

Authorities imposed an in-
definite curfew in Mullaittivu
and three other northern dis-
tricts to prevent the militants
from sending reinforcements

to Welioya.

Autocracy yet to go

» 1 Col 3
anniversary o ndhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.
Central leaders of AL also ad-
dressed the mikcting.

The inefficiency of the gov-
ernment has led the country
towards a total uncertainty,
Sheikh Hasina said adding that
AL was always ready to coop-
crate with the government in
ruling the country. But the
government has failed o ac-
cept due to its autocratic atti-
tude, she added.

Opposing the comments of-
ten passed by some quarters
that the fall of BNP govern-
ment would be followed by the
fall of democracy, the AL
leader said it cannot be ac-
cepted that the existence of
democracy was dependent on
the existence of a particular
party in power.

‘Such comments hints of a
conspiracy’, she said adding
that ‘the Awami League will not
be responsible if the BNP gov-
ernment again invites the
armed forces to lake over the

wer to cover ils [ailure like

President Satlar'.

The AL leader blamed the
government for rehabilitating
the killers of ° bandhu’
and the anti-liberation ele-
ments both socially and politi-
cally and said the nation would
not get the tasle of emancipa-
tion as long as the killers
moved freely on this land.

‘We have fulfilled our com-
mitment to the people by es-
tablishing the parliamentary
democracy,” she ‘said adding
that the AL was now working
out for introducing a new eco-
nomic policy of the in
accordance with the changed
socio-political scenario of the
world.

Referring Lo the continued
deterforation of the law and
order situation in the country
the Opposition leader said that
the killing and hifacking had
now become a regular feature.

She also accused the ruling
party of patronising the mis-
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‘was also addressed by
"Chairman

creants involved in aggravating
the situation.

Awami League will not re-
main silent in this situation,
she said adding that the 'sell-
confcssed’ killers of
Bangabandhu and war crimi-
nals must be punished for the
siake of democracy and rule of
law

-

|
|

The indirect killers of |

‘Bangabandhu’ were yet to be
identificd, Sheikh Hasina
noted and called upon all to
pledge for prosecuting both
the war criminals and killers
of Bangabandhu to ensure rule
of law and for an exploitation-
free socicty.

AL lcaders Abdus Samad
Azad MP, Abdul Mannan MP,
Sajeda Chowdhury MP, Abdur
Razzak MP, Tofael Ahmed MP,
Matia Chowdhury MP,
Mohammad Nasim MP, Amir
Hossain Amu MP and Abdul
Jalil MP addrcssed the discus-
sion meeting among others..

BSS adds: Sheikh lasina
yesterday called upon all con-
cerned to uphold the correct
history of the Bengali nation to
the people.

Sheikh Hasina alleged that
national history was being dis-
torted in a planned way and
the history of Liberation War
was being presented to the
children and the youths in an
incorrect manner.

She was speaking as the
chiel guest at a children’s rally
and discussion on
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman held {n observanee of
his 72nd birth anniversary in
front of Bangabandhu Bhaban

here, organised by
Bangabandhu Patishad.
Presided over by poet

Begum Sufia Kamal the rally
the
of Bangabandhu
Parishad Dr. MA Malck, Prof
Abu Sayeed and Mrs Ferdousi
Majumder. Deputy leader of
thc opposition in the Jatiya

Abdus Samad Azad
and Justice K M Sobhan were
present.
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Tk 1.38 lakh
robbed

By Staff Correspondent
Two persons were robbed

| of Tk 1,38,000 in two scparate

incidents within two hours in
the morning of Tucsday at
Mohammadpur Satmasjid Road
in the city.

A Group of snalchers took
Feroze Hossain, a kerosin oil
dealer, to a microbus parked
near the Salmasjid Road
branch of Sonali Bank at about
9 am and snaiched away Tk
1,38,000 from him. Feroze was
on his way to the bank to de-
posit the money.

In a separate incident, an-
other group of snailchers
robbed Tk 8,000 from llajf
Solaiman at about 11 am on
the same spot.

Jute workers
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sullicient evidence that the
accuscd has not committed
the oflence. T

The PSKSP in a bid to or-
ganisc the jute workers, will
hold ‘gate meetings’ in all the
69 jutlc mills of the country
next Tuesday.

Eight out of a total of 77
jute mills of the country, how-
ever, arc presently facing clo-
sure for diffcrent rcasons.

The convention of the jutc
scclor leaders yestcrday was
critical for the government for
its capitulation to the World
Bank and IMF suggcstions’ for
disinvesiment in the jute sec-
tor. Shah Alam, a Joint
Convener of the PSKSP and
leader of the Jatiya Sramik
Federation, while talking to
The Daily Star yesterday main-

. tained that gross disinvest-
' ment in the jute scctor was
' not the 'real solution' to the

| also garlanded the

present sickness of the jute
industrics.

The jute mills already
transicrred to the private sec-
tor arc not running profitably,
hc argued.

Replying to a question,
Shah Alam said that the
Government must give ade-
quate subsidy to kecp this for-
exchange earning sector
in opcralion,

In this regard Shah Alam,
citing the Indian example,
sald, The Indian Government
gives subsidy to the jute sec-
tor at the rate of 15 per cent
of the cost of production to
ensurc that one of the coun-
try's most important foreign
exchange earning scctor runs
smoothly.

Shah Alam, however, admit-

.ted that the jute sector was

overburdened with workers
which was a major obstacle in
running the industrics prol-

In this regard, he said dif-

ferent governments in the
past deliberately pushed a
scction of jute sector workers

to sabotage the ’‘genuine’
movement of the ‘real’ work-
ers, The jute sector should be
relicved of this burden’, he
said, adding, The jute indus-
tries should also get rid of the
surplus officers proportion-
ately with the workers'.

Bangabandhu
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Bangubandhu Parishad held
a children's art exhibition at
Bangabandhu Bhaban and a
children’'s rally at Mantk Miah
Avenue.

Bangabandhu Shilpi Gosthi
rirait of
Mujib and held a discussion
meeting.

Joy Bangla Sangskritik
Otkyo Jote also observed the
day with similar programmes.

GCO a
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Later. at around 2pm an

other clash ensued between ri-
val GCO and Shibir actlivists

when a large group of Shibir
men attacked three residential

halls in the campus.

At least 70 rooms in the
three halls, belonging 1o GCO
activists were ransacked and
set on fire during the Shibir
attack, witnesscs added.

UNB adds: Shibir activists
stormed and occupied Ameer

Ali, Shah Makhdum and Lauif
halls and entrenched in battle
positions while the rest of the
campus reportedly remained
under GCO control.

Witncsscs sald the troublce
started in the court area in the
city at around 11.50 am with
GCO activists lighting -pilched
battles with police.

Forming a "human chain”,

1 the GCO activists went to the

courl lo demonstrate nst
hearing of a Shibir leader's
murdcr case in which 60 stu-
dents have been accused.

The last hearing of the
Shaliq murder case, scheduled
for today, was posiponed in
view of the tension. A lawyer in
the case said the hearing was
kept in abeyance following an
instruction from the Home
Ministry.

Allcr holding a prolest rally
against the police action in the
court arca, the demonsiralors
returncd to the campus, where
a clash ensued n between

| them and police on duty in the

Senale Bhaban area at about |
pm.
Shibir supporters, who
wure alrcady in procession in
the campus, retreated as po-

| lice and GCO activists started

chasing each other, sources
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Police fired guns and tear
gas shells to quell the flareup.
Pitu and seven others got bul
lets al that time.

GCO lcaders, however,
claimed Pitu was shot at by Lhe
retrealing Shibir men.

More than 50 shots and
lcar gas shells were sald to
have been fired by police.

Angry protesters reportedly
burnt a police tent near the
VC's residence and also set
ablazc a motor-cycle there.

Earlier, while returning
from the court, the demon-

sirators alle set fire Lo
two jceps nm agencies In
Kazithala and court arcas.

They also reportedly stoned

the Jiban Bima Bhaban at
Kazihata

GCO strike
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Club at about 11 am.

Addressing the rally GCO
lcadcrs Noor Ahmed Bakul,
Shali Ahmed, Razckuzzaman
Ratan, Abdus Sattar Khan,
Udaya Pal and Mohsin Sarker
said Lhat the alleged killers of
Raju were still staying in the
residential halls of the DU and
moving in [ront of the police.
But the police were silent, the
GCO lcaders added.

The lcaders alleged that the
moltive bchind Raju’s killing
was to fofl the planned public
trial of Golam Azam.

But the GCO leaders said
that the movement against all
who opposcd our indepen-
denee in 1971, has been
gecared up through the sacri-
fice of Raju.
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PM too busy to
receive Ph D
in person
Star Report

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia has regretted to
receive in person an honorary
doctorate degree conferred on
her by the University of
Boston, USA for her outstand-
ing political achievement.

university decision was
communicated to the authori-
ties in Dhaka earlier this
month so that the cercmony
could be included in Khaleda
itinerary. The Prime
Minister, Foreign Office
sources say, could not agree to
the proposal because of her
busy schedule in the USA.

Begum Zia s now |(n
Washinglon on a five-day state
visit o the United States of
Amcrica.

BDR-BSF meet
in Khulna today

KHULNA, Mar 17: A two-day
border coordination meecting
between Bangladesh Rilles
(BDR) and Border Security
Forces (BSF) of India begins
here tomorrow, BDR sources
told BSS today, reports [3SS.

Deputy Direclor Gencral of
BDR DBrig Iftekharul Bashar will
lead the l10-member
Bangladesh team and the 10-
member Indfan side will be led
by Additional Director General
of BSF (West Bengal and

Tripura region) Brig Sanker
Sen, BSS added.

-
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extended meeting at Gulshan yesterday.

Disunity in Jatiya Party

JP is a family and that Ershad
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example.

They charged the party
leaders with forming local
committees from Dhaka ac-
cording to their personal
choice.

"This practlice docs not re-
flect the proper situation of
the party there”, a dclegate
from Patuakhali said.

Another district leader said
that some of the party leaders
were still roaming around the
Bangabhaban for an opportune
moment. They should be cut
offl from the party, he de-
manded.

They also said that the
communication gap bctween
the central and district leaders
was crcating many problems in
the party.

The district leaders empha-
sised the neced for unity among
the central leaders as well as
the district-level leaders.
Otherwise the parly may have
to face dire consequences,
they added.

Former Prime Minister Kazi
Zafar Ahmed, Former Vice-
President Moudud Ahmed,
former Speaker Shamsul Huda
Chowdhury, and a number of
former ministers including
Anwar lossain Manju, Maj.
Gen [retd) Shamsul Huq, Alhaj
Reazuddin Ahmed Bhola Mian,
Syeda Razia Foyez, Sheikh
Shahidul Islam, Anisul Islam
Mahmud, Sunil Gupta, and Dr.
Azizur Rahman were present at
the meceling.

Nearly 400 former MPs, up-

) azila chairman, district com-

mitlec presidents and secre-
tarics, representatives from 75
wards, Jubo ti, Jatiya
Sramik Party, Mahila Party,
Sanﬂxmf Chattra Samaj and
Krishak Party were also pre-
scnt al the meeting.

Acting JP Chairman
Mizanur Rahman Chowdhury
said that the JP was now pass-
ing through a critical situation.

“We have to be more united
than ever to face any sort of
repression by the government
and its agents,” he said adding
"The repression started from
Sunday night with the arrest of
city unit president Maj Gen
(Retd) Mahmudul Hassan and
one of our vice-presidents
Momota Wahab.

Referring to the present
law and order situation, he
said that anarchy was prevail-
ing in the country.

He also said that this gov-
ernment had totally fafled in
tackling the Rohingya crisis.

Shah Moazzem Hossain said
that after its political viclory in
Sayadabad when its rally was
failed following a clash on
February 29, the JP had called
the extended meeting to make
its April 30 programme a suc-
cCss.

On that day (April 30), he
sald, thousands of JP workers
would court arrest to frec their
lecader HM Ershad.

He cautioned Lhe district
lcaders hot to say anything that
ma{ help some newspaper's
making x items’ about the
party and its leadership.

Shah Moazzem said that the

man Chnwdhuy, acting chief of the Jatiya Party, speaking at the party's
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is its lcader.
"There may be some diller-
ences of opinion within a fam-

fly but it will be narrowed
down through discussions”, he.
said adding that any kind of
disunity would sirengthen the
hands of the enemies. The
meeling was adjourned until
10 am today (Wednesday).

JP evicted from
office in Pabna

PABNA, Mar 17: Police to-
day evicted the district unit of
Jatiya Party from its premises
in the town following a gov-
ernment order, reports UNB.

- The office was formally
handed over to Abul Ahsan
Gora, a local BNP leader.

Party sources alleged that
they were evicted from the of-
fice, of which they were ten-
ants for almost cight years,
without being served any no-
tice. They said the action was
‘undemocratic and fllcgal” and
demanded immediate with-
drawal of the order.

They also demanded Tk 10
lakh as compensation.

The Deputy Commissioner,
however, dented the charge
and said that a notice was
served accordingly.

Jatiya Party warned that
they will resort (o grcater
movement il the issuc was not
resolved soon.

——
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Hussein, Arafat agree
on confederation

WASHINGTON, Mar |7 In a dranmtic bid 10 boest the
chances of success of the West Asia Peace Talks, King Husscin
of Jordan and Yaser Arafat, the Palestinian Liberation

Or
Jordan and Palestine sub
Central Council, reports

Palestinian

Chairman, have agreed on a confederation of

o the approval of the PLO
said. But a member of the

o the peace talks, Sacrb Erakat. called

the proposal "premature” atl a press conference yesterday in

East Jerusalem, reporis PTI.

Hardliners barred from
meeting in Moscow

MOSCOW, Mar 17: Communist die-hards

o revive

the Soviet Union called a session of the defunct Soviet par-

lament today but were forced to move the meeting

out of

Moscow. The organisers of the so-called sixth extraordinary

congress of people's deputies — until last

year the Soviet

Union's supreme legislative body — shified their mecting to
Podolsk, 40 km (25 miles) south of the capital. Several hun-
dred demonstrators chanting "Soviel Union” and carrying
banners denouncing Russian President Boris Yeltsin, rcports

JRC meet

Reuter.
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absence of an agreenwent has,
sourccs say, gone lo the con-
venicnces of India and she is
unilaterally withdrawing wa-
ters depriving DBangladesh of
her lawful rights.

The Indian intransigence to
discuss and work oul a long

words earlier ut-
tered by India welcoming the
present governmenl was con-
sidcred an indicalor to solving
the bilateral problems between
the two countrics.

Diplomatic sources say
while the Indian Minister for
Agriculture Dr Balaram
Jhakhar and the Foreign
Ministcr Madhab Singh
Solank! are Inclined to necgo-
tiative the agreement, the
Irrigatdon Minister VC Sukla is
nol. Solanki even [ailed lo
moet our  Irrigation Minisler
Majcdul Huq w he was vis-
iting New Declhi in the third
week of February, The excuse

n was Sukla's prroccupa-
tion with local level clections'.

Sources further say India is
continuously avolding the
Bangladesh request for an In-
spection of (low of water at dif-
ferent points upstream

Farakka

Bangladcsh, sources say, has
definitive proofs to believe that
India is diverting water [rom
the Ganges upsircam aflecting
the flow at Farakka. Though
the Indian side agrees o such
proposals verbally it [atls to
reciprocate when it comes to
brass lacks, sources saidd.

Diplomatic sources say
India is Lrying © shifl the date
of Prime Minister Khaleda
Zia's visit to India until the
lean period is cither over or
nearing an end. This would,
sources say, allow India o buy
more time and give a false
hope assuring Dangladesh of a
normal llow during the lean
period of 1993,

Obscrvers say, keeping in
view the Indian attitude
Bangladcsh should prepare for
inlernationalising the i(ssuc.
They argue, there are many in-
wrnational agencies especially
the United Nations Environ-
ment Programme (UNEP) Lhat
arc ncgotiating bilatcral water
problcms.

UNEP, thcy say, has already
taken up the issue of water
sharing of Chad Lake and the
Nile river and these problems
arc similar o that existing be-
tween Bangladesh and India.

DUTA
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mitleec are Dr S M A Faiz, Prof
Saidur Rahman, Prof Md
Masihuzzaman, Profl K A M
Saduddin and Prof Mansur
Musa.

The DUTA mecting also
urged the University authori-
tics to apply the laws of the
University strictly on armed
hooligans, terrorists and law-
breakers on campus.

The meeting called upon
the authorities to prepare an
occupancy list for the residen-
tial halls of the University.

The DUTA leaders de-
mandcd expulsion of all terror-
ists from the campus.

It was the main duty of the
government to curb lerrorism,
the DUTA meeting feclt, and
observed that the leading
political parties including the
opposition had failed 10 play
their necessary roles in
eradicating terrorism.

The DUTA expressed its
deep condolence at Moin
Hossain Raju's death.

Raju was killed on the
Dhaka University campus

The DUTA mecting was
participaled by Prof Khodaadad
Khan, Dr Enamul Huq, Dr TH
Khan, Dr Mustala Chowdhury,
Dr Azad Chowdhury and Dr
Saiful Islam.

World Cup
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New Zealand's unbcaten
side are desperale to win a
match they'd be better off los-
ing when they play Pakistan at
Lancaster park, Chrisichurch.

New Zealand, co-hosts of
the fifth World Cup with
Australia, have a perfect record
with seven wins in the tour-
nament so far and can nol be
overhauled at the top of the
table,
If Pakistan wins, they can
take the fourth semifinal spot,
as long as Australia bcat the
Weslt Indies in Melbourne later
Wednesday.

The West Indies will make
the semifinals as long as they
win., while Australia nced a
Pakistan loss and a convincing
victory to advance.

To sneak into fourth,
Australia would necd to beat
the West Indics by at Icast 33
runs of batting first or with
more than seven overs to spare
if batting second.

If successful, the Australians
would force New Zealand away
from their homeland for a
semifinal at the Sydney Cricket
Ground on Su . If Pakistan
or the West Indies are the
fourth team, Necw Zcaland get

to play their semifinal in
huthndnnSnlurday.

The match with no bearin
on the finals pits Englan
against winless Zimbabwe at
the Lavinton Sports Club in
Albury, Australia.

$ 6 lakh ADB
housing grant

MANILA, Mar 17;: The Asian
Development Bank said
Tuesday it has approved tech-
nical assistance grants tlo
Bangladesh, Laos and the
Himalayas region.

A bank statement said the
grant to Bangladesh, worth
dirs 600,000 will fund a study
to help the government more
eflectively meet the housing
nceds of low-income house-
holds.

Shah Moazzem
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in Tongl and Adamijee.

When contacted Kazi Zalar
Ahmed told The Daily Star that
he was not a contender for
the post of secretary general
and happy with the present
leadership composition of the
party.’
"l have been suffering from
various discases and have to go
abroad for treatment,” Ahmed
said #nd added "the rumour
about me is a blatant lie."”

Shah Moazzem was, how-
ever, not available for com-
ment.

Trial body
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legalise the judgement of
'‘public tribunal’ on ‘war crimi-
nal’' Golam Azam.

One hundred Parliament
members, including Leader of
the Opposition and Awami
League chief Sheikh Hasina,
have supported the move for
trial of the Jamaat leader, who
had been in Pakistan until
1978 with that country’s citi-
zenship.

A leader of the B5-Party
Alliance told UNB yesterday "it
will now be the moral task of
the Government and the
Opposition in Parliament to
give verdict of the people's
court a cover'.

BSS rcports: Jaliyatabadi
Ainjibi Forum dcscri the
holding of 'public trial' on
charges of anti-Liberation a¢
tivitics after 21 years ﬂ
Independence as a part
blueprint to disrupt, political
stability and rule of law, says a
press relcase.

The forum said the efforts
to hold public trial was not
only “contrary to rule of law
but also unconstitutional.” The
forum also described the move
of holding public trial as taking
law into one’s own .

The forum called upon all
concerned to be respectful to
rule of law in the interest of

3:& : and institu-
givi moCTracy nstitu

The press relcase was
signed by Justice T H Khan
and Abdul Wadud Khondker,
Convener and Member
Sccrelary of the forum respee-
tively.



