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Mar 17: Too
much pride will
be at stake
Wednesday for
New Zealand to

contemplate anything other
than victory in their World Cup

them better,

There is little chance the
New Zealanders will seek to
lose just to guarantec them-
sclves a home semi-final
match.

Bestdes which the team
have a personal score o sctile
with Pakistani captain Imran
Khan.

If New Zealand win they
will play the fourth ranked na-
tion in the semi-finals and a
possible candidaie for the
place will be Australia. (though
they have to beat the West
Indies on the same day.

If they do, New Zealand will
play their semi-final in Sydney,
against Australia, rather than
in Auckland before a home
crowd.

There seems no chance of
the Kiwis throwing the match
because the Pakislanis’
has taken on the characler of a
grudge game.

The Pakistanis' 1989 tour
was ill-lempcred and full nl'

CHRISTCHURCH,

complaints while in 1980
Iimran Khan rcfused to play
against the New Zcaland
tourists in Pakistan, claimin
they were a "HB” team nol wort

facing.

That was the infamous tour
in which the Kiwis accused

Pakistanis of scu thc hall.
and during which
complaints lbnul hinud

MARTIN CROWE

New Zealand lost the Test
and one-day serics 3-0 but re-
turned feeling that al least one

Test and one of the inlcrna-
tionals could have been won

but for other mnumciru fac-
tors.

The bulk of what Imran
Khan called the "B° team s

now ke the World Cup and
there wil a lot of pnde al
slinkc.

Crowe claims he doean't

mind who he plays in the
scmi-linals, although he admit-
ted Australia were the hardest
challenge for New Zealand.
"Australia was the toughest
game for us because we just

hadn't won a game until that |

maich,” he said.

Il we go o Sydney that's
finc. Il we beat Australia in
Sydncy and then go on and win
the World Cup then we de-
scrve 10 win the WorldeCup.

"l supposc .then everyonc
would turn around and say Yecs
they did deserve to win the
World Cup.

If we didn't play Australia
in Sydncy, and we only played
our gamcs in New Zcaland,
then | suppose people would
say il wasn't a fair win

"So thats all fine with us,
the beller the challenge, the
better it is if we come
lhmulh".

e

Imran, Crowe trust their spinners

SYDNEY, Mar 17 :
Ht: im‘ New

s World

Cup cricket
v matich against
Pakis

improving
tan in Christ church on

Wednesday brings into conflict
two tcams whosc caplains

have wused spinners with
imagination success, re-
ports Reuter.

Martin Crowe has led New
Zealand to seven consecutive
wins, andll‘:l.npul'ﬂtm
team standings, with ofl-
ner Dipak Patel as one o
key clements in their remn:l
breaking Cup sequence.

imran Khan, Crowe's coun-
terpart in their confrontation
at Lancastcr Park, has consis-
tently put his faith in the leg-
spin of Mushtaq Ahmed, who
has rcsponded by helping to
give Pakistan an outsidc
chance of reaching the semifi-
nals.

Mushtaq has occasionally
bowled in tandem with fellow
wrislt spinner Igbal Sikander,
providing a rare sight in lim-
fted overs cricket, and he has
won praise from Pakistan man-
ager Intikhab Alam.

- Intikhab, whose experi-
ence as a Test leg-spinner dur-

ing the 1960s and carly 1970s
ﬂm him an ideal insight into
Mushlaq's merits, said “lie's
ustified our faith in selecting
for the World Cup and he

will take a lot more wickets”.
Mushtaq, 21, has a rela-
tively rapid action and pos

scsscs a good top-spinncr

MUSHTAQ AHMED

" which has troubled a number

of batsmen in the tournament.

Although his wickets have
occasionally been costly by
onec-day standards, one of his
assels has been the knack of
breaking through at crucial
moments. His three for 41

against Australia and two for
43 against Sri Lanka, both on
the quick, bouncy Perth pitch,
were his most significant per-
formances.

Kenyan-born Patel's value o
New Zealand offers a contrast
to the Pakistani leg-spinner in
that economy (s the hallmark

DIPAK PATEL .
of his consistently effective
performances.

Crowe's decision to use
Patel as an opening bowler in
five of their scven games has
proved one of the most suc-
cessful aspects of his innova-

tive captaincy.

Patel has taken a tolal of |

seven wickets for 170 runs,
but the vital statistic in his
record is that he has concedod
an average of only 2.00 runs
per over.

No batsman has cast ofl the

shacklcs 1m;o by Patel,
who was at his

10 overs against the West
Indians and also produced a
fine stint of two for 26 in
Sunday's game against

ut ﬂl.l'ﬂ'.l' m+ “'

year-old off-spinner John
Traicos has ghmn worthy ser-
vice to minnows Zimbabwe

Traicos, the oldest ph;ru' in
the Cup who won three Test
caps for South Alrica before
their isolation, has hatﬂn:“ to
salvage a measure of pride for a
Zimbabwe wide who have lost
all scven so [ar.

It was former West Indics
ﬁnaptnn:r Lance Gibbs who

t showed that a quality slow
bowler had a place in limited
overs cricket, notably against
England at the Oval in a one-
day match at the end of his
team's 1973 tour.

Patel, Mushtaq and Traicos
are proudly carrying the mes-
sage into the 1990s.

Sport

Kiwis have their pride at stake |

' Greatbatch, Dipak

West Indies Test
miserly best |
with a return of on for 19 from

SYDNEY, Mar 17 :
World Cup org-
anisers and
players closed

2
ranks behind the

\“'# South Alrican

cricket team here today as
fears mounted about the
consequences of a possible 'No’'
vote in the reform referendum
al home, reports AFP.

The West Indies said they
would play South Alrica in the
tournament’s [inal if the two
sides won through, though
they cast doubt on a future
planned Test match.

New Zealand cricket
Chairman Pcler McDermott
had earlicr raised the prospect
of South Africa's expulsion
from the tournament, .only
weeks after their return to
world cricket, {f the country's
white voters rejected their
government's programme for
dismantling white minority
rule.

"If the referendum fails, it
is obvious there is going to be a
h reaction from the world

it might be appropriate
that South Africa is not there,”
McDermott said.

But late today Malcolm
Gray, chairman of the
Australian side of the Cup’s or-
ganising committee, said in
Melbourne, "I don't think

Barbados may
refuse SA

BRIDGETOWN, BDarbados,
Mar 17: Prime Minister
Erskine Sandiford warned
Monday that il South Africa
docs not a referendum
on political reform, this
Carfibbean country will con-
sider banning sporting con-
tacts with Prctoria, reports AP.

South Alricans vote Tucsday
on the crucial motion.

"Il there's any reversal of
the process and the momen-
tum towards Lhe dismantling
of apartheid ceascs, Barbados
would have to reconsider its

in relation to s
contacts with South Africa.”
Sandiford said.

He said that could including
next month’'s proposed visit to
Barbados by a South African
cricket team for a historic
Test match against the West
Indies.

The South Alricans are due
to play the first ever official
Test malch the West
Indics on April 18 to 23 in
Barbados.

there would be a knee jerk re-
action from the other coun-
tries.”

“The way the South African
team has becn welcomed back
into the cricketing commu-
nity has been too harmonious.
It has exceeded all expecta-
tions.”

"The matter of Soulh Africa
withdrawing from the Cup if
the vote fails has been raised,
but it is highly unitkely.”

Gray also said {t was un-
likely any team would refuse to
play South Africa in the [inals
should the 'No' votec carry the

However, Geol Dakin, pres-
ident of the mixed race United
Cricket Board of South Africa,
repeated the warning he made
Monday.

Spcaking in Adelaide, he
said today : "If there is a feel-
ing of hurt I'rum any country, if
they don't want Lo play us be-
causc there's been a 'No' vote

ﬁ{

and they find that adherent,
then it would only be hon-
ourable for me to talk to
colleagues back in South Alrica
and suggest the team with-
draw.”

Thal way South Alrica would
“not force some other team out
of the competition,” he said.

However, Dakin added, -I
don't think we should get too
alarmed about the situation. |
think the vote is going to go
“Yes” and all of what we're
saying loday will just pale into
insignificance.”

Captain Kepler Wessels, also
in Adelaide preparing for the
weekend's semifinals, said he
did not expect south Africa
would have to withdraw.

His players were still very
focussed on thetr cricket,
leaving the issucs of politics to

“our administrators and politi-

cians Lo sort oul”.

Team coach and [ormer
Test fast bowler Mike Procter

South Afncan :apt.mn l(-plar Weml: seen prnctmng at

ti'n Adelaide Oval yesterday.

— AFP photo

Referendum worries SA cricketers

said he was confident there
would be a "Yes" vote, but ad-
mitted his team would be dev-
astated if they could not finish
the competition.

South Africa, who have ex-
ceeded all expectations by
reaching the semifinals on
their World Cup debut, also re-
ceived widespread support
from their previous harshest
critics,

In Christchurch, respected
Pakistan captain Imran Khan
defended their right to com-
plete the tournament,

"It would be awful if South
Alrica, for some reason, are
ruled out because there is a
‘No’ vote in the country,” said
Imran.

'I'hmdmm to be in the
semis thecy must go right
through”.

"We all want lo see South
Alrica in international cricket.
Mt's added new dimensions,”
he said.

Australian skipper Allan

Border said, "It would be an
absolutc lragedy if they with-
drew.”

“It would put us back an-
other 20 years,” he said, refer-

ring to the past two decades of |

South Alrica's sporting isola-
tion because of the country's
racial policies.

Wﬂl Indies Cricket Board
of Control president Clyde
Walcolt said today his team
would play South Mrhnapin if
the two sides won through to
the March 25 [inal at the
Mclbourne Cricket Ground.

However, it was virtually
ceriain their historic first-ever
Test Match, set for next
month in Barbados, would have
to be abandoned.

“We have a contract to play
in the World Cup and that con-
tract will be upheld," Walcott
said in Mclboumne. "A vote may
well affect the Barbados Test.
That would have to be further
discusscd.”

Barbados Prime Minister
Erskiner Sandiford has warned
that his country would ban
sporting contacts with the re-
public if the reforms were not
approved.

West Indics caplain Richie
Richardson said he had no
problems with the South
African players and had en-
joyed playing against them
during the World Cup.

"We got on very well," he
said. "I went into their rooms
after our match (n
Christchurch and | couldn't
get oul because they were tak-
ing a lot of photographs and
signing autographs.”

Imran i1s all

praise for Crowe

CHRISTCIHHURCH, Mar 1T
Two ycars ago Pakistan captain
Imran Khan refused o play

Lt a New Zealand side,
e it was too weak, bul
today, on the eve.ol their
Weorld Cup match here, he was
hatling his rival skipper
Martin Crowe, re AFP.

Imran sal he was
“astounded” by New Zealand's
unbeaten World Cup form, and
congratulations were due o
Crowe for a superb perfor-
mance .

"No
Zealand

well,”

ted New

that
"Mark
Patel,
Crowe, have all played well
Really we've all been as-
tounded. We must congratulate
them.That's a briliant perfor-
mance.”

He said Pakistan were un-
able to see all of New

one ¢x
to perform
he said.

Zealand's performances in |

Australla. "We watched a bit,

but unfortunaicly they showed |

only a Mitle bit,
they're
Australian malches.

"We saw a couple of the
New Zealand games. We
haven't had much chance to
sce a lot of them.”

Pakistan manager Intikhab
Alam said he was expeeting an
honest game Wednesday with
both sidcs playing to win.
There were no now
between the (wo tcams in the
wake of the 1990 wur.

“It's all past, for
ished,” Intikhab sa

Everything fs an_' right.”
Bishop rejoins
Derlyshirc

AIN, Mar 17 :

fast bowler
lan Bishop has singed a new

three-year ' contract with
English cricket counly
! N

ten, fin-

IAN BISHOP
Derbyshire, the club’'s chief
executive said on Monday, re-
ports Reuter.

Bishop has not played first-
class cricket for more than a
year because of a back injury
but Derbyshire chicfl exccutive
Bob Lark said: "I'm happy with
his fitness and we are willing
to take a minor risk.”

Lark has spent the last 48
hours in Port of Spanin, travel-
ling to Trinidad especially to
sce Bishop and talk to local of-
fictals about his fitness.

“I've had a long chat with
lan and he's very happy with
the way his rehabilitation has
gone,” Lark said.

Bishop is due to play for
Irinidad against Brabados in
the Geedes Grant final on April
4. Lark said the contract would
have to be rcnegotiated if the
playcr broke down again then.

Bishop played for
Derbyshire in 1989 and 1990,
topping the first-class bowling
averages in his sccond scason.

Border feels SA's
pull out would
be a tragedy

MELBOURNE, Mar 17 :
Australian captain Allan Border
said today it would be "A

" if South Alrica pulled
out of the World Cup because
of political developments in
their won country, rcports
Renter.

Geofl Dakin, president of
the United Cricket Board of
South Alrica (UCBSA), said on
Monday he would withdraw
the team ff the cuunl? voted
against the continued disman
tling of apartheid in Tndays
referendum.

"It would be an absolute
tragedy if they wilhdrew,”
Border said. llow a cricket
team can influence politics |
don’t know,” "It would put us
back another 20 ycars, [ sup-
pose hcaded in reference to
the past two decades of South
Africa’s sporting isolation be-
fore their return last year to
international cricket and their
debut here in the World Cup.

"It would be a shame be-
cause they have done so well in

reaching the semifinals.”
Border said.
- South Africa qualified for

the final four at the weckend
with a last-over win against
India in Adelaide.

It is being suggested that
should South Africa withdraw,
the team finishing fifth in the
table would take thcir place in
the semifinals—and that could
be holders Australia, who have
only a slim chance of finishing
in the top four.

"There's too much money at
stake for the sccond scmifinal
not to be played,” said one offi-
cial, "we're talking millions of
dollars here.

"It would not be ideal,” said
Border. "It's not the way |
wanted to make the semis. But
if South Africa do pull out, the

| tournament has to go on.

because |

televising mositly |
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MELBOUNNE,
Mar 17 : Austra-
Ha's ericket team
is set to break
\._,I with its tradit-
onal himited-ove-
lan of batting first in
Wuiprtuhy': crucial Werld Cup
qualtfying match against the
West Indies at the Ibourne

Cricket Oround, reports AP.
Allan DBeorder's side |Is
locked in a battle of action and
mathematics Lo steal the
fourth semifinal spot from the
West Indians on run-rate, if it

Thc Au-traihr- nnut Lo win
between 33 and runs if
bat first, on
thedr (otal, or score a in
about 43 overs i tl'ttym
ond. .

The wild card In the pic
ture is Pakistan, who will fin-
ish ahcad of Australia, no mat-
ter what, if they can beat New
Zealand in Christchurch ear-
ber Wednesday.

Australia’'s recent onc-day
success has been built around
balting first and then defend-

Wednesday s
crucial day-night showdown
against holders Australia which
will decide who snaiches the
last World Cup ericket semifl-
nal place, reports Reuter.

The most scrious concern
ts ower veleran paceman
Malcolm Marshall, who has an
ankle injury, and captain
Richie Richardson said on
Tucsday a final decision would
not be made until shortly be-
fore the game begins.

"Everybody is carrying nig-
gling injuries and nobody is
really 100 per cent fit” said
Richardson, who is himsell
still suffering from a cracked
finger.

"But we all have to play with
injurfes al some stage. As pro-
fessionals, you have to lcarn to
play with injury.”

Australia have their own
worries over leflt arm paceman
Mike Whitney, who has been
one of their few consistent
players in the toumarment.

He is suflfering from a ncck
injury and has been undcrgo-
ing intensive Llreatment but

Zealand early in our game~ said
r

}

MALCOLM MARSHALL

Australian Allan
Berder.

"If Pakistan win il comes
down to us just playing for
pride but West Indies still go-
ing for win.”

There is pride at sltake for

both sides aller some poor

caplain

— e “ still believe the World Cup be-
ALLAN BORDER RICHIE RICHARDSON longs 10 us.
Injury worries for Windies
MELIJOURNE, physiotherapist Errol Alcott Ecrhrmm- which have
Mar 17: West shid he was confident Whitney i eriticiam from thetr
Indies face a would play. own
number of Injury “One advantage is we will "At home, a lot of things
——  WorTrics ahead of gnow the result In New have been sald because we

With Australia needing to
win by around 38 runs or with
al least seven overs in hand,
Border sald he would
put West Indies into bat if he
won loss.

"1 would think #t
best 1o bowl first try and
knock them over,” he said.

Net run rale will decide the
fourth scmifinalist if both West
Indics and Pakistan lose, and
Border will almost need a cal- -
culator to work out how
Ausiralia are

Richardson i{s not con-
cerned with such niceties.

"I'm not interested in

+ mathcmatics. We just want o

win,” he said.

Both teams practised in
cold, gloomy, conditions and
similar weather was fnreclit' '

for Wednesday .

(}oochnk) Lmya@ﬁunmtihndbabwwe

ALBURY, Auslra
lita, Mar 17

England cricket
caplain Graham

\. Ze Gooch says he
o will risk  his
suspect llamstrin gjin

Wednesday's World Cup match
against Zimbabwe at ‘the
Layington Sports Club, reports

Vengsarkar

BOMBAY. Mar 17:

® Indian cricketer

Dilip Vengsarkar

called it quits

Tucsday, saying

he had run out of

the motivation to play any

more after 18 years in the
game, reports AFP,

Vengsarkar, who in his
heyday was rated as one of the
world’'s [inest Test batsmen
but whose career was now
clearly on the decline, said he
was retiring from first class
and international cricket.

"I have played enough
cricket and there is no moti-
vation left in me lo play,” said
the tall 35-year-old right-han-

calls it a day

Gooch s one of five injury
troubled players in the
England team which is as-
sured of a place in the semifi-
nals. Zimbabwe have vyet to
win a match and has no chance
of advancing.

Gooch has missed England's
previous two malches, includ-

der, a former skipper who
made his debut in Ncw
Zealand in 1976.

In 116 Tests, he seored 17
centuries and made 6,868
runs— the most for India after
the legendary Sunil Gavaskar.

At his best, his [luent front-
foot play delighted fans and his
immensc patience to build an
innings (rustrated opponents.

But in recent years,
Vengsarkar's form has been
indifferent and on the recent
tour of Australia, he could just
manage 158 runs from nine
Test innings.

He was dropped from the
onc-day games and omitted

from India’s World Cup squad.

ing Sunday's loss 1o New
Zealand, but says he feels ready
to resume playing.

"This moarning il wenl very
well. Our physio, Laurie l3irown,
strapped my hamnu-ing, and so
far so good,” Gooch said. "
haven't felt anything, so [ it's
like this tomorrow I'll be OK."

England have more press-
ing injury problems with all-
rounders Derck Pringle and
Dermot Reeve out of the
Zimbabwe game and paceman
Chris Lewis also in doubt with
a side injury.

England coach Mickey,
Stewart says he only has nine
it players available but hopes
the team’s troubles begin te
clear before Lhe semifinals
starting March 21,

Pringle has a torn rib carti-
lage, Recve has a spur on his
hip, Lewis has yel another side
strain and Neil Fairbrother has
a stomach virus. ~

Mendis slams
Lankan showing

COLOMBO, Mar 17 : Sri
Lanka's cricket manager
Duleep Mcendis has compared
his team's miserable perfor-
mance at the World Cup to
"village green cricket”, a state-
owned newspaper here re-
ported Tuesday, reports AFP.

"No excuscs, it was a per-
formance by the Lankans that
rescmbled village green
cricket,” The Daily News
Quoted Mendis, a former Test
caplain, as saying. He said the
playcrs lacked discipline and
courage to produce runs.

Sri Lanka fafled to make it
to the last four in the World
Cup after losing five matches,
two of them by massive mar-
gins to England and the Wu;

Indics in the L wek
However, 1 j
over Zimbabwe lnd South

Alrica while sharing a point
with India afler rains washed
out their match earlier in the
tournament.

"Il 1 had played... | could
have performed betler than
some of the batsmen...] am
ashamed of Lheir performance.
Some of them should pack
their bags and go home,” the
Newspaper quoted Mendis as

Mendis is one of the few
world cricketers to have rep-
rescnted his country in all of
the first four World Cup tour-
naments and was a prolific
run-getter for Sri Lanka in
Tests and one-day internation-
als



