Mujib Rejects Enquiry Commission
Students Appeal for Overflight Ban

HEIKH MUJIBUR RAH-
MAN in a slalcment on

the commi-ssfon ins
tituted the Martial Law aut-
in Dacca on Wednesday.

thought that such a

cum“l-n cu:: -:mu:n
useful purpose said t
the ple of Bangladesh
-uhlr::tmum such

Martial Law Authorily are
highly

"The terms of reference
themselves betray the inten-

tion of pre-judging the most
fundamental issue I.nd lo shut
into the real issues.

term of reference is:

arch 2 and March

"Thc fundamental issuc is
thus pre-judged, since what
has to b-e inquired iInto s

at all in aid of civil powcr.
‘Commission is [urther shut
out from inguiring into the
aclual atrocities, which have
been reported [rom wvarious
parts ol Bangladesh, involving
thousands of casualtics. Thus,
even the number of casualtics
and circumstances in which
unarmed civilians were shot
down can not be enquired into.

"Such a 'Commission can
serve no useful purpose.
Indeed such an cnqutry would

not al all be genuine ¢
aimed al nmm at the ruth
but would be a mere device o
misiead the people.

"We cannol, therciore, ac
cept such a Commission. The
peoplc of Bangladesh shall not
cooperale with such a
‘Commission’ in any respect.
No onc should nominate any
member to this 'Commission’
nor scrve as its member.

"On behalfl of the people we
had made a four-point demand
on Lhe 7th of March, 197].
One of those demands was that
for fair, impartial and public
enquiry mﬁ‘pmpﬂ lerms of
reference. The nominal and
pioce-meal acceplance of one
of those points and thal too in
the mannfer described above
can nol contribute to the solu-
tion of the grave crisis that
fmces us”,

—The Pakistan Observer

March 19, 1971,
ENTRAL Siudents’ Ac-
tion Commillee in a
staterment issucd on

Ex-Air Force Men Ready

For Action
Pledge Their Services At

A PEOPLE'S REPORT

Wing Commander ( Rid).

Baquie ; sald  yesterday that
T lﬂil crucial moment of
natios, jthe Ex-PAF officials
were pot  sitting idle. They
were- thinking 10 lend their
acth esupport to make the
trained op in arms. He said 1
in time would see Sheikh
Mujibur Rahmante have she
Programme for future
course of action. He was deli-
vering presidential address at a
meeting of the Ex-PAF perso-
<uels  held at Central

Shaheed Minar yesterday,

He said, **We all have been
turned 10 one Bangladesh under
the strong leadership of Banga
hndhn Sheikh Mujibur
R:hman and appesied 10 all 1o
make the hands of Banga
Bandhu still stronger by lending
active suport,

Mr, Tajuddinan Ex-PA F
personnel while addressing the
meeling said that it was not
the time to gel the things dela-
yed by -addressing, a positive
programme must be taken to
face the enemies, He said, “We
must train up nur people in the

Mujib’s Command

modern Irchniqu: of fighting
out thé enemies’”, in the Jight
of what we huﬂepml so long
duﬂn" our aetive service
io FA

Mr, Kbaleque an accused

the so-culled Agirtala
conspiracy case said *Sgi-
Zabur bas laid dewn his iife for
the emancipation of Banglz{esh

and still he is a luldin
spirft to all the people

Bangiadesh to sopport urun;lr
with their whole heartedness 1o
fulfil the dream of Sgt. Zabur,

From The People, Dacca, March 19, 1971

i Feafure mass————— ) ¢ Velopment
Women Builders of Modern Bangladesh

AR from the madding
crowd, amidst the bam-

boo grooves and Gaja-

ree trees in the District of
Tangail is the sleepy village
Coral with a ulation of
10,000. Here, for past four
years. thanks to the untiring
efforts of a Bengali entre-
::rwurhnilyol’llr. Ghulam
hammad and Ghulam Mor-
shed, who have made good use

of the bamboo their
Continental Bas Hlnuﬁuc
turing Ltd. {s exporting

bamboo-made cottage crafts to
USA. Canada. Japan. and most
countries of Europe. When |
visited the factory recently, |
found piles of exquisite
bamboo f ready for
shipment to Portugal. | also
found some factory hands
lacquering the bamboo

In the o tin-shed |
met Mr. Abdul Majid Mian, a
robust young man in his thir-
ties who trains village girls in

from bamboo and rat-
tan locally "beth”. A 90-
day course enables the girls to
learn enough skill for manufac-
turing goods. Zufletha, Sha-
hzadi, Sufia Begum. Hushna
and Hasina who were weaving

baskets for export told me that
they earmm, somewhere in be-
tween Taka 600-700 depend-
ing on the number of baskets
they weave. They come around
9 a m from their village homes

bringing their lunch and work
tll 5 pm.
When asked one of the girls

if they received any opposition
from their parents or village

elders as they are bein
trained by men and wor

by Bilquis Afzal

whole day with male col-
leagues. As they are traditional
village girls brought up in a
society where they learn from
an carly age not to speak out
for lhtmsclves these timid

girls, though they were carn- -

ing valuable foreign exchange
for our country, kept their
mouths shut and the male [ac-
tory hands gave answers to the
many of my queries.

Earlier in the morning Mr.

Friday appealed lo forcign \

powers su arms (o
Pakistan Government o stop
use of these arms againat the
people of Bangladesh.

Naming these as the United
States of America, China,
Russia and Iran, the student
lcaders said that they (those
powers] had supplied these
arms lo protect the country
from foreign aggression "not
for use against the people”
The peopile of Bangladesh want
support of these couniries in
their struggle, the statement
sad

The Students Action Com-
mitiee regretied thal some
planes carrying arms and
armed personncl were allowed
refuclling in Ceylon. They ap-
pealed to India, China, Ceylon,
Burma and Soviet Undon not to
allow overflight of military
planes.

—The Pakistan Observer,
March 19. 1071

Mujib-Yahya Talks
Resume Today

SIIEIKH MUJIBUR RAHMAN
and President Yahya Khan arc
likely o have their third round
of talks today (Friday) at 11 In
the morning.

Prestident Yahya, who ar-
rived in Dacca on Monday pre-
sumably for talks with kh
Mujfbur Rahman with a view o
sorting out the present consti-
tutional crisis in the country,
had two anc a hall hours’ cx-
clusive talks with the Awami
l.eague chicl in President [ha-
ban on Tuesday, On Wedncsday
he had another round of talks
with Sheikh Mujfbur Rahman
which lasted about an hour.

The sccond round of talks
between the President and
Mujtb on Wednesday was fol-
lowed by Lhe lalks belween
President Yahya and National
Awam| Party leader Khan Abdul
Wali Khan.

—The Pakistan Observer,
March 19, 197].

Bhashani NAP 's

Volunteer Corps

AT A WORKERS meecting
held in Dacca the National

-

Ghulam Mohammad had told
me at his ‘Super Craflt” on
Elephant Road that the reason
he is giving training to women
in basket-making is that fe-
male fingers are more nimbile
than male fingers and the fin-
ished products of female
workers reach perfect stan-
dards. But he also admitted
that he had to employ male
hands for slicing the bamboos
and other rough works on dif-
ferent machines he has im-
perted from Tatwan. Japans
ete. The women in Bangladesh
are too Uimid to use the slicing
machines,

Md. Abdul Majid Mian the
master crafts man who trains

Goral village girls told that

after a three-month training
course, the village women stay
in their respective homesteads
where the factory supplies
them with the raw materials
and they continue weaving
baskets for exports. The
trained cottage craft workers
later earn in the range of Tk
1000-2000 per month with
the help of more family mem-
bers participating in basket
making depending on the sup-
ply and demand orders from

- General Secretary

S T T T R e e e ¢ e ¢ s P

Awami Party MH has

decided to bufld up a strong

volunteer corps, who will help
make successful the public
meeling to be addressed by
Moulana Abdul Hamid Khan
Bhashani on March 23, reports
APP,

According to parly's
Mr Mashiur
Rahman (he meeling called
upon the women to join the
meeting.

~—The Pakistan Observer,
March 19, 1971

Mass Movement

THE WORKERS' UNION of-
ficers and other stall of Watcr
Supply and Sewerage Author-
ay, Dacca, in a meell

onday expressed their
solidarity with the people's
movement in Bangladesh, says
a press relcase of Dacca Walcr

Supply and Sewerage Authority
on Thursday.

According to the press re-
lcase the officers and other

employees of the organisation
reiteraled Lheir wholc-hearted
support to stand takcn by

Mujib in his » for the
emancipation of the _pcoplc of

;& have also coniribuicd
a sum ol Rs. 5,648 to Awami
League Relicl Pund.

— The Pakistan Observer,
March 19, 1971.

Bomb

DACCA, March 1B — Two
bombs were hurled at the
Provincial Governor's House
last night. The bombs wcre
thrown [rom the ouler seclion
ol Lthe north-east side ol the
governcr's house. The bombs
exploded respecuvely at 7 pm
and B pm in the lale evening
bul no serious da was
causcd by the incident.

It should be menUoned
Lthat, onc similar incident oc-
cured al the governer's house

few months back.
—Sangbad. March 19, 1971

'lwcnly o twentyfive
women attend these courses of
basket-weaving daily.

So the flactory
here at Goral is using the the
same method as the Russians
did after the Great October
Revolution when Lenin. the
great champton of women's
cause. freed the Russian
women [rom the shakles of -a
male-dominated society.

My jou to Goral o see
for myself dynamic role
the silent wnmm there were
playing to build up our national
economy was indeed reward-
ing. 1 can well visualise how
our bamboo products will be
ecapturing the world market by
the 21 ecentury and the
Bangladesh rural women's par-
ticipation in national develop-
ment will gain in importance.
The suckling mother at Gorai
Factory has left an enduring
memory for me and though |
did not turn my camera lense
to focus the great miracle of
motherhood in fear of outrag-
ing village taboos and shatter-
ing the purdah conception of
this Gorai village women, the
ageless mother-infant picture
remains as Hldﬂnl'll*ukl:
ever.

mi Cold War tensio-
receding in North-

East Asfa, neighbou-

ring countries that have long
confroniled each other across

? divide now talk
Joining to build a new

'J:"‘Jif:,‘.;"'ﬁi“m"wﬁi
s -

focus of attention is
the Tumen River Basin
development project. The

interested countries are China,
the two Koreas, Mongolia,
Russia and

The ambitious scheme calls
for spending at least 30 billion
dollars over the 20 years
to construct a hiage interna-
tional trade and transport-
complex in the river dl:;tl
which lics at the border area
between China, Mongolia,
Russia and North Korea.

The complex, which under

| consist of up to a
durnnpadnhudprt:phum

come the lerminal ofl mnm
km land bridge connecting
Asta’'s castern p-hurd with

Europe.
Experts from the United
Nations Development

Programme (UNDP), which
was instrumental in bringing
the six coutnries together, say

North Asia

United over Tumen

the projcct will open up vast
untapped, resource-rich arcas
in north-cast China, Mongolia
and Siberia and integrate the
cconomics of these six coun-
trics lo a degree unthinkable
just two ycars ago.

“This is a classic example
wr:trt the sum is than
the parts,” said Mo the
UNDI"s r::ldcnrthyr:pr::nm-
tive in China. "From the eco-
nomic standpoint, each coun-
try siands to gain more -
with each other,”

craling
Morcy said.
Strong interest In the

Tumen River scheme was cvi-
dent in the UNDP-sponsored
meeling in Manfla of aid offi-
cials from 27 Asian govern-
ment hdununqr i
pn::r:u:d project has
me a "hot subject of dis-
cunhn al such high-level
bodies as the State Planning
Commission, the Commission
on Scfence and Technology
and varfous line ministrics,
said YT Long. who headed

China’s delegation.

The Nurlh Korca delegatfon
pressed for "maximum UNDP
funding” for preliminary stud-
ies on the proposed pro-
gramme and rellerated
Pyongyang's recent announce-
ment that three coastal citics
near the mouth of the Tumen
River would be turned into
free porls, open Lo all coun-
Lries.

For Ucijing, the project of-
fers the prospeet of developing
the long-neglected north-cast,
which has far fallen behind
China's’ booming southern
provinces.

Bul the project may be even
more vilal to Mongolia and
North Korca which arc bolh
cmerging from decades of au-
tarky. DBoth countries have
been severcly traumatised by
the sudden withdruwal of
Soviet trade and ald over the
pasl two ycurs

thgallu: cxporls lo the

former East Bloc countrics,
which used 10 absorb over 90

pre cent of its total cxpo
came to a virtual halt, plu"glng
the economy into depression.

"Given the very small size of
its domestic market (aboul lwo
million pcople with a per
capita income of less than
US$600), clearly Mongolia
cannol hope to succeed eco-
nonmcally unless it beconws an
integral part of larger, inlerna-
tional market,” wrole
cconomist Young Kim In a
1991 country report for the
Manila-based Asfan
Development Bank (ADI3).

The Tumen River Basin
project promises lo nwet such
nceds, but it faces many pit-
falls. An Inter-governmental
programme management
commitice (PMC) tLthat n-
cludes representatives from
cach of the six pountrics will
meet this month to plan what
needs o be done In the next
18 10 24 months.

At this point, the pro-
Rramme may gl caught in a
chicken-or-cgg dilemma.

ol r
e

Governments may hold back
on large infrdstructure spend-
ing unless privale business
shows c¢nough interest in in-

vesting in the project. Business
may stay away unless the in-

[rastructure {s put in place by
governmenits.

Much of the investment and
loan [unds arc cxpected to
come from Japan and South
Korca. Private business in
these countries remain wary of
investing in such hermil states
as Mongolla and Norith Korea
which continuc 1o have hor-
rendous country-risk ratings.

In an era of (rading hfn-.ea
the lure of North Asfa may
prove irresistible Lo Japan and
South Korea. An cconomic
grouping comprising the two
Korcas, Japan and north-cast
China would have a population
of 300 million {cqual to that of
the European €C€ommunity).
have a combincd gross national
product of nearly three trillion
dollars and account for almost
onc-Lhird of world Lrade.

Somctime In April 1993,
the governments will have to
decide whether they will seri-
ously commit themsclves Lo
the programme and thus jus-
tfy full-blown fcasfbility stud-
s, -- IPS

Another Food Ship
(Gone Missing

HITTAGONG, March
‘ : 18 : It is fearcd that
an American ship

with f[ood ., bound for

Bangladesh, has been moved to
some other direction. It should

be mentoned that two similar
incidenls occured before Lhis
one.

The name of the ship is
surmised (o be ‘lrana
Elezabeth’. The ship was carry-
ing 43 thousand tons of wheat
for Bangladesh. It look wheat
from Brownville or Corpus city
of the United Stalcs, and was
expected to reach Chiu-fcm
port by the third week
current month.

By this time, some message
from the captain should have
reached here. On the other
hand, the agent of the ship,
Mss Mercantile Trading has
mm any information about
it

r.
—The Ittefag March 19,
1971

TV Demands Troop
Withdrawal

DACCA, March 18 ([ENA) —
The second class employees
and officers of the televisfon

station Iin a general mecting
demanded I:ht immediate
withdrawal of military forces
from its premises. The de-
mand of the law enforcing
agencies that, soldiers have
been sent back to their bar-
racks was confirmed as [alse
and bassless In the

The meeting also denied
the allegation, which was pub-
lished in the news that,
on March 3, the law
agency were forced (o
fire to save the TV slation
the unruly mob. On the con-
trary, the meeling conflirmed
that the TV station was ncver a
target of the general mass and
they never struck vielence at
the station.

The meeting also ex
their all out co Pm
solidarity with the pcoples’
liberation and expressed their
shock over the unwise inci-
dents that have taken place
throughout the province for

the last bﬂ.ntﬂl or so,
Among other things, the
meeling demanded the ren-

dering of programmes con-
necled with the people’s
movement in Bangladesh. Al
the and of the meeting they

DHAKA WEDNESDAY MARCH 18, 1992

decided to rﬂnlrihult
their salary for one day o the
Awami League charity fund.

also

AL Leaders

THIREE Awami League load-
ers left Dacca on for
Chitlagong (o make an on the
spol cnquiry into the recent
firings and incidents, accord-
ing o an AL press reicase, re-
portas APP.

In response to the icle-
graphic request made by
Moulana Bhashani, president of
National Awamd Party, Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman, AL Chief has
sent the three party leaders to
Chit who would asses
the situation and report ac-
cordingly.

The three Awami
leaders l;‘t: Mr M Mansur All,
Leader of Parlfamenlary Party
in East Pakistan Assembly,
Khandakar Mustague Ahmed,
Vice-President of East
Pakistan AL and Mr Abidur
Reza Khan, MNA-elect.

—The Pakistan Observer,
March 19, 1971

Demonstrators call on fellow women to fight for liberation.

New Rice Holds Hope of
Second Green Revolution

hybrid rice currently
limited to the cooler
regions of China could
herald a second green
revolution. It s ou the
first generation miracle rice by
15 to 30 per centL

Rice feeds about half the
worlkd’'s population. Dr Dat Van

A

Tran. of the Food and
Agriculture Organisation (FAO).
s that with wider

ays
hy'zrﬁ:lll-lthn involving indica
and japonica, rice czicidn may
shoot up by as mu

cent.

It 1s claimed to use the
same or less inputs for earlier
high yielding miracle rice such
as the IRS8.

Production in Chinais now

mfh.l: millon hectares —
more one-third of the

country’'s entire rice-
arca—but varieties suitable for
the tropics or sub-tropics are
still in the experimental stage.
Rice expert Van Tran says

the present technology, based
on what is known as a three-
line system for breeding seeds,
is so sophisticated and labour
intensive that it can be
adopted only in lmited social
and economic conditions.

rng: explains "Seed
production is a single ma

roblem for the ldopthnj:;:
ﬂybﬂ:l rice in many countries.
It is ten times hi

r than
conventional me s.”

As the FAO International
Rice Commission tries fo adapt
the rice to more tropical
environments and make it less
labour intenstve, the Chinese

experiment § being promoted
in other Asian countries.

More than 10,000°hectares
of hybrid rice were cultivated
in North Korea In 1990 A
four-year hybrid rice research
and development programme
is underway in India. Other
trials are going on In
Indonesia, Thailand, Vietnam
and the Philippines. Brazil is

also cxpcrlnnnunﬂ.uid a trial
programme {s nned for

Grants to define the new
technology have been offered
to Vietnamese and Indian
rescarchers. The FAO aims to
cut costs by reducing the
three-line system of
hybridisation to two lines. The
Chinese have already started
trials of the two-line system
and the new hybrids will be
released soon.

The Chinese claim that
yields of the new generation of
hybrid lines can be raised by
15-20 per cent on top of the
Ercu:nl level of ordinary

ybrid rices which yield rises
of 15-30 per cent.

Scientists in Japan have
induced a temperature-
scnsitive genctic male sterile
(TGMS) mutant — a system
claimed to have potential in
the tropics. Advantages are
said to include rapid breeding
cycles, simplified seed
production of male sterile
lines and closer linkage
between hybrid and ordinary
breeding.

The first green revolution
raised the average rice yield
from 2-3 tons a hectare to 4-6
tons. It came about as a result
of the discovery of variety IR8

The FAO says world rice
production jumped by 46 per
cent between 1974 and 1989,
but in the Eighties yields
reached a plateau and those of
IR8 seemed to decline.
Despite the general growth of
rice the present may not
be enough for future as
population pressures rise.

It is now that hybrid
rice will raise the average yield

Earlrrlptedrln:hth:tmpiﬂ
to 7-8 tons a hectare

the 56 tons obtained frn:n
conventional rice now. —
GEMINI NEWS _

Francis Mwanza is a

Zamblan journalist who (s
currently editing a UN-

spongored Third Weorld
technology and trade
fﬂfurmnuan publicntlnn in

Yields to 2020

:«H—m rice yields (millions of tons)




