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Israel won't abandon Jewish settlements

without the loan arantees
rather than aba n Jewish
settlements in the West Bank
and CGaza

The Bush administration
has maintained a hard line
against the settlements con-

'WASHINGCTON, Mar 17
Israel's efforts hmudh
10 bhillion in US loan

‘Iﬂlwm

after President Bush's adminis -
tration rejected the latest con-
gressional proposal, reports

AP. tending they are an obstacle
Meanwhile, the two to peace, and has linked the
ernments were repo in loan guarantees to an lsraeli

t for a US team to
visit lsracl to combat misun-
derstandings about

lsrach transfer of US weapons

promise to suspend construc-
tion in disputed territories.

A round of intensive week-
end negotiations Involving
Bush, Secretary of State James
A Baker Ill and senior mem-
_bers of Congress failed to find
any basis for a compromise on

the issue, congressional

israel's Defence Minister
Mosey Arens, currently on a
to the United States, in-
sisted his country would do

sources said. A final effort was

" In other dﬂebpnml

s, the
White House dented that the

United States is trying to harm
Isracl's image through leaks

that allege imp

lsraeli

roper
sales of advanced US weapon

tec
"No,

want

Isracl,” said

t's

notl true, we
relations with

Marlin
Fitzwater when asked if US of-

ficials are trying to poison the

atmosphere.

"We've worked long and
relations. We've
ult situation now

hard for
got a d

wimrclpmtmlluhlnmr

antees but our overriding in-
terest ia the peace process.”
Fitzwater said, as the
President left for a day's cam-

in the Midwest.
departing :
Pentagon alter an hour-long
session with Defence Secretary
Dick Cheney, denials
that lsrael sold Patriot
missiles or technology to

China.
Terming such accusations

malicious, Arens said he told
Chency there are "no grounds
at all [ to the allegations that)
Ilsrael had sold Patriot tech-
nology to China.”

Asked whether

rens, the

US-lsracli

Bush rejects proposal for loan guarantee

relations had suffereed because
of the charges, Arens replied:
"l hope it's not a crisis at all,
because the allegations are

groundiess.”
At the State Department,
spokeswoman Margaret

Tutwiler said Israel had agreed
to a US request to send a team
to lsrael to * ensure that there
are not any misunders

on techno transfer ques-
tions, including on the Patriot
missfle.”

The administration over the
weekend rejected the latest
version of a proposal by Leahy
and Sen. Robert Kasten, that
would subject the loan guaran-

* guaraniees {f

tees 10 a series of strict condi-

tons.
The would provide

up to dirs 2 billion a year in

guarantees over five years. But
the first s Instalment
would be

reduced by an
amounl equal to any money
Israel spends to complete set-
tlement constructien that al-
ready had begun as of January
1, 1992,

For future years, the Pre-
sident would be given authority
to disapprove further loan
determined
that Israel had undertaken
further settlement construc-
tion after the January date.

—

BERIEFLY |

Inmates seize 3 prison guards :

Two inmates seiged three prison guards at a federal
penitentiary Monday and warned the hostages’ lives would be
in danger if police used force to end the standofl, reports AP
from La Macaza.

The prisoner demanded that Claude Poirfer, a popular
radio journalist, act as mediator, a role he has often p in

- El’t for the medium- security

. He said he spo

35 drowned in Pakistan :aiury bus

fell into an | canal near the southermn Pakistani town
of Hyderabad on , drowning more than 35 people,
police said, Reuter from H

They said five ludhcmremvcrcduﬂthcmh

for more was contin
The cause of the accident was not immediately known.

Malawi varsity closed : maiawi closed s
only university Mo after pro-democracy proticsiers
clashed with police, church officials and Western diplomats
reported, AP says from Lusaka

The clashes Sunday were an extremely rare public protests
against nearly three decades of rule by President Hastings
Kamuzu Banda, who led the impoverished southeast Alrican
nation to ndence from Britain in 1964.

In a message faxed to neighbouring Zambia, church
officials said shots were heard during a confrontation between
scores of chanting, stone-throwing students and armed riot
police at the campus at Zomba.

Banda has outlawed opposition parties and declared
himselfl president for life.

Government opponents have been routinely detained
without trial to preempt demonstrations against Banda's
authoritarian rule.

L4
Train camng toxic derails:a
freight micals was derafled Monday at
Alx- Ll'.‘l-BlJ:nl. tern France, and all its seven cars
overturned, but no ul.lul]ties have been reported, Xinhua says
from Paris.

A French television channel said one car carried 20 tdns of
texic and inflammable gas.

A rescue team sprayed water on the cars in an
attempt to dilute any escaping gas. A radio station said the gas
would pollute the surrounding area.

[ w [ ]
Stnke e Cri les Punjab: a sk catied by
in protest against the inauguration of

Funjah- nnrly-clccled Assembly crippled the northern
Indian state on Monday, officials said, AP reports. from

They said the strike, most effective in the border districts
nf Amritsar, Gurdaspur and Faridkot, was largely peaceful.
The stoppage was less successful elsewhere.
Punjab Chief Minister Beant Singh, who inaugurated the
ly after five years of direct rule froms New Delhi, said
hundreds of came to witness the ceremony.
"If (some) people did not come out it was more because of

&arﬂmmppoﬂnr.mﬂhyhrﬂm:ﬂwh:wgﬁmnmﬂ
for the strike Reut

Iraq still hiding
missiles

prison, about 90 .

CHICAGO, Mar 17 : Presi-
dent Bush has said that Iraq is
still hiding many ballistic
missiles and "all options are
open” to force Baghdad to
comply with the United
Nation's orders to dismantle
its arsenal, reports AP,

"We are just insisting in ev-
ery way we can that Iraq com-
ply with the United Nations
resolutions,” Bush told re-
porters Monday.

“T'm not discussing options.
All options are open,” he said.

"Serious business here.”
But Bush ted that the
movement of US aircraft

carrier America into the Gulfl
was not a sign of imminent
military action against Iraq.

"l wouldn't read too much
into the movement of a car-
rier,” dhe president told re-

porters aboard Air Force One,
observing that US warships
routinely operate in the gulf.

Later, in a written bi-
monthly report to Congress,
Bush described instances of
Iragi noncompliance with UN
inspectors charged with find-
ing and destroying Iraq's
weapons of mass destruction
and ballistic missiles.

Despite the destruction of
62 missiles and other equip-
ment, he said, "the United
States believes that Iraq still
possesses large numbers of
undeclared ballistic missfles.”

He said Iraqi President
Saddam Hussein “bears full re-
sponsibility for the suffering in
Iraq” because of his refusal to
take advantage of a UN offer to
allow the sale of dirs 1.6 billlon

of Iragi oil to buy food and
medicine.

JERUSALEM : Israeli border policemen watch a car set ablaze by Palestinian youths in the
East Jerusalem's Arab neighborhood.

— AFP/UNB photo

EA.I.EU'IT&. Mar 17 : Indian
film director Satyajit Ray was
given a s Oscar in his
hospital bed but it will ngt be-
come official until fthe

Award ceremonies in
Hollywood on March 30, a

ilmlz spokesman said on
, reports Reuter,

Nirmalya Acharya, a Ra
hmﬂyfriend.tnldﬂzut:rﬂf:
statuette given to Ray on
Monday in filmed cer-
emony to be shown on March
30, Oscar Night.

Fami mrmunhhndq
described the cere
official award to Ray nf I.l't

Oscar for a. lifetime of
achievement in cinema.

Oscars spokesman Bob
Werden said in Los Angeles

that was not correct but threw
confusfon over exactly what
happened by saying the most
prestigious award in cinema
was not handed over.

He said a crew went to
Ray's room in the intensive
care unit of a Calcutta hospital
on Monday to film an accep-
tance specch to be shown at
the awards ccremony.

Acharya, however, said the
Oscar was to Ray and it
was then taken to his family
home where some photogra-
phers were allo to take
pictures of it standing in his
study.

The picture was published
in Calcutta newspapers

-Aczdany it is not to be
blicly dis h;red before
h 30 the awards

mﬁdmnuﬂ
DMnrml.Fh%mde-

!I never thoudn it would be
so heavy,” he said of the stat-
uetie.

Ray, 70, was selected In
December for the honorary

[ Whites vote to

end apartheid

JOIIANNESBURG, Mar 17
Whitcs voted Tuesday in a rel-
cerendum on ending three cen
lurics ol white dominaltion and
sharing power with blacks, a
vote on which President FW de
Klerk has staked his political
future. reports AP,

Most political analysts pre
dicted a government victory in
the whites-only poll on a man
date for constitutional change,
with some saying suppori has
been swinging to de Klerk in
the final days of the three-

week campaign

"l voted ‘yes.' It's the only
thing to do for the future of
this counltry my [black)

workmales don't have the volc
and | must vote for them,”
consiruction worker Chris
Bakkcr said after voling In
Juhl.mr-burg

Satyajit receives Oscar in hospztal

Oacar and said then he wanted
to go o Hollywood 1o recetve it
if he was well

But he has t several
wecks in hospital after com-

ning of chest pains and
problems.

The hospital publishes a
dadly bulletin on his condition,
a measure on Ray’s standing in
India even all but one
of his more than 30 films have
been in his native Bengali not
in Hindi, the major %

Often compare with
Ingmar Bergman and Akira
Kurosawa, Ray is the complete
movie man, writing his own
scripts, casting actors, design-
ing the film sets and scoring
the music himsell. He also
writes short stories.

His first film, made after
pawning his wife's jewellery
and selling rare books from his
library, won a r award at
the 1956 Canncs festival.

Thai Junta pledges to restore democracy

BANGKOK, Mar : The
junta that staged a u:rup lj'tlr
ago promised this month's
election will restore demo-
cratic civilan rule, but the mil-
itary is well-prepared to con-
tinue do and patroniz-
ing Thai politics, reports AP.

ironically, Thailand will lose

what many academics, edito-
rial writers and others have la-
bcllcd one of ltl cleanest and

most cn ble administrations
ever — junta-appointed in-

terim gnvrrnmnl of Prime
Minister Anand Panyarachun.

And many are afraid Sun-
day's parllamentary election
mlfh bring a return of the

ical instability that has
dnm!nnted Thailand since it
adopted parliamentary democ-
rmyﬁﬂymnn.gu

A pro-military alllance is

. chance of

tipped as having the best
gaining the majority.
But analysts doubt a pro-mili-
tary government would be
stable for long becausc of a
growing movement by student
groups, dissident politicians
and academics hoping to
check military influence.

"It is certain that military
leaders will continue their in-
fluence over politics through

the Senate and a pro-military
alliance in the lower house,”

said Suchit Bunboonkarn, an
expert on the military at
Chulalongkorn University.

“The military must return
to the barracks before the
country can achieve true de-
mocracy,.” said Somkiart Chan-
tarasima, a leader of the
Student Federation of Thal-
land, acknowledging this
would prove very difficult.

66 Asians
detained

in Dubai

ABU DHABI, Mar 17 :
Duabi's coast guard have de-
tained 66 Asian men who tried
to enter the wealthy Gulf
Emirate . {llegally, the local
English-language newspaper

A&ﬁm reported today,

Thr. group attempted to en-
ter the port city by boat, the
paper said but it did not spec-
ify when they were arrested. It

ted police sources as
:[I?: mz: would be ';’::f
Tuesday and deported after
serving jail terms.

The j-uurm did not reveal
the men's nationalities but
most of those previously ar-
rested while trying to snecak
into the United Arab Emirates
(UAE) were from Pakistan,
Iran and Bangladesh.

o m—

¥

‘ALEXANDRA : South African pohce search a hostel dweller after pnhcc were fired at by
Inkatha Freedom Party (IFP) supporters on March 14, in a weekend of violehce which left 12'

people dead and several hurt,

— AFP/UNB photo _

'US won't forget

CHICAGO, Mar 17 : Presi-
dent Bush, the indus-
trial Midwest for Tuesday's
primaries, lashed out at his
isolationist opponent, saying
the United States was not
going to forget “our respon-
sibilities to lead around the
world®, reports AP.

Meanwhile, Democratic
candidates bickered over char-
acter issues and proposals to
end the recession as they
struggled to determine who
would lead the opposition into
the November election.

Bush was speaking at a
Polish- Amtrlcln nfly in

Chicago on Monday, a day be-
fore presidential primaries in
Hll:hlgan and [llinots.

"When the economy is
tough, some suggest we turn
inward,” Bush said. But "I am
not going to pull back into
some Fortress America. We are
not going to forget our re-
sponsibilities to lead around
the world.”

Polls show Bush far ahead of
challenger Patrick Buchanan in
both Michigan and Illinois. The
president said he would keep
his winning streak (ntact
although he refused to predict

responsibilities to lead the world'

the margin of victory.

With 15 primary victories
on Bush's side, the president's
strategists are convinced that
the thrclh from Buchanan's
"America first® cam has
receded. ax

"Buchanan's campaign is
kind of pultering out,”" Wis-
consin Party Chair-
man Dave Opitz said. "I think it
was good to get this Buchanan
and this dissent vate out there
and get it addressed by the
president.”

Another reports add : Con-
servative commentator Bu-

chanan himself ﬂtlhlllhed
Michigan as perfect proving
ground for his "America First”
mes , but late polls showed
he was more likely to have a
tough time matching past

~ :
Buchanan abandoned his
talk of toppling Bush and re-
turned to his batte cry that a

vole for him would “send
Washington a message to wake

Bush, in a stop in Milwau-
kee, hardly sounded worried
on an election-eve trip to
Wisconsin and lllinois that
raised dirs 1| million for his re-

election effort at a time even
conservative enthusiasm for
Buchanan's rebellion appeared
to be waning.

"I've been very pleased.”
Bush said of his unbroken
string of 15 victories. But he
refused to predict his margins:
“Never try to say how high the
high bar should be on these

Where else but Michigan,
with its thousands of -ofl
autoworkers and a wealth of

. Democrats who voted for

Ronald Reagan, could Bucha-
nan hope to sell his pro-
tectionist ideas and put some

positive impetus behind his
protest idacy against Pre-
sident Bush?

Bul Buchanan fsn't putting a
dent in Bush. Polls so far show
him only slightly above 20 per-
cent heading into Tuesday's
Republican Primary, with Bush

50 points higher.

Barring a miracle, a
Buchanan victory Tuesday
looks impossible, The polls
suggest he will even be hard-
pressed to match his best
showings so far — 37 percent
in New Wampshire, 36 per-
cent in Georgia.
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were lawmakers were among the guilty AP.

members
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Cabinet
bounced
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"We're just calling
Cabinet olficers and asking them,” Fiizwater sald. "Some of
them weren't sure, a
was difficult to tell. ... A

checked.”

Six former House members serve in the Cabinet : Jack
Kemp. Lynn Martin, Edward Derwinski, Manuel . Dick
Cheney, and Edward Madigan, as well as Vice President Dan
Guayle, Bush himself also served in the louse. Filzwater said
other administration officials who were in the House also are
being questioned.

Child rape suspect wants
to be castrated

HOUSTON : A judge withdrew his approval Monday jor a
child rape suspect's request to be castrated rather than stand

trial. The judge said a doctor could not be found o perform
the surgery, reports AP

State District Judge Michael McSpadden agreed March 6
to let Steven Allen Butler be castraled afier Butler asked o
undergo the procedure rather than stand rial on charges he
raped a |3-year-old girl.

The ju had said Dutler would be paced on a from of
probation for 10 years if he underwent the surgery. If he
stands trial and is convicled. he could be sentenced o lie in

rison.

4 The case touched ofl a storm of conlroversy. Critics said
castration was a barbaric action that did nothing to address
the crime of rape, and black activisis said Lhe action was -
clally motivated because Dutler is black.

Butler was on probation for indecency with a 7-year-old
girl when he was arresicd last April for his alleged at\acks on

the 13-year-old,
n asked DBultler in court Monday whether he had

been coerced by into asking for the castration.
"No sir,” he replied. »

God will not forgive her
MANILA : God will not forgive former first lady Imelda

Marcos unless she repays the money she allcgedly stole from
the nation, the Philippines’ top churchman says, reporis

Cardinal Jaime Sin, In a
television intlerview on
Mo night, also sald mar-
ital fidelity was a require-
ment for Lhe presidency and
the private lives of candi-
dates in the May 11 election
were a valid campaign lssuc.

The oulspoken Roman
Catholic archbishop of
Manila said President
Corazon Aquino's decision to
let Marcos return lo the
Philippines in November al-
ter six years in extle showed
that “we are a forgiving
country”.

"However, when | say for-

given ... it does nol mean we
will in»rglw: her the injus-
tices she committed, i's

why there are cases against

her,” he said.

"| was saying in a homily ... that nobody can be forgiven by
good unless he or she returns the amount stolen from this
country and that is how it should be. It should be rcturmed

because it is the property of (the people),” Sin added.

World's oldest cow
celebrates her b'day

DUBLIN: Big Bertha, hailed in the Guinness book of
records as the world's oldest cow, celebrated her 48th birth-
day today with a tot of Irish whiskcy and a bucketful of apples,
reports Reuter.

Her birthday party was celebraled in a live broadcast on
irtish Radfo but one listener complatned that a bee ad-
vertisement in the middle of the programme s crass

insensitivity

‘Vﬂlagcru.lt Blackwalers Bridge
Kcn]r got lﬁhcr to cclecbrate Big

in the western county of
Bertha's ¢ with a

t more drinks and bicssing (rom the Catholic

prh:st

Her proud owner, larmer Jerome O
nervous when confronted with the public but | give

pretty

., said : "She gets
her

a drop of whiskey or poteen (an illegal moonshine whilkeyl to

build her up.

Big Bcrtha. who had record 39 calves, has raised more
than 20,000 punts (32,000 dollars) in cancer charity fund

raising appecarances.

Koreas exchange copies
- of N-arms accord

SEOUL, South Korea, Mar
17: South and North Korea on
Tuesday exchanged signed
copies of an accord detafling
the make-up of a commission
to oversee implementation of
their nuclear arms ban treaty,
reports AP,

The exchange, at
border village of Panmun
was a step toward reso
international worries that the
Communist North is
developing nuclear weapons.

The coples, each already
signed by one side’'s prime

minister, were to be signed by
the other and returned on

the

Thursday.
International experts
believe North Korea could

develop nuclear weapons as
carly as 1993, Worries have
increased as the Neorth
repeatedly delayed its
nuclear facilities to outside
inspection.

Formation of a joint nuclear
control commission was part
of an inter-Korea nuclear arms

ban treaty adopted in mid-
February, but it was not until
Saturday that the two
agreed on details of its
up.

The six- m:mhtr
commission is to hold 1

procedures for
inspections of suspec
nue weapons sites on both
sides,

At
meeting,

agreed
the joint

Saturday's
the rival
in pﬂnctph 4o start
by June

t key problems
remain unsolved, the

-number of factlitiecs to be

visited.

South Korea that
matching numbers of factlities
on both asides be
inspected. North Korea

insisted that all U 8
bases in South
inspected

Korea " be
in return for




