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WELLINGTON,

Mar 16: Il one
player has set
New Zealand's

N

stunning World

Cup C cam-
paign alight, it is Mark
reatbatch, Reuter.,

Success has been sweel lor
the burly, blond left-hander,
nicknamed Paddy, who nearly
missed the limited overs tour-
nament because of poor form.

"I've dreamed about this

orld Cup a lot," he said,
savouring the memory of his
match-winning performances
or New Zealand, who are top
of the nine-team standings and
in the semifinals.

: In three of the first four
matches in which he played,
reatbatch tore the opposition

attack apart in his unaccus-
tomed role as opener. His ag-
gregate from five Cup appear-
ances after Sunday's game
against E is 254 runs.

Ironically, he was only in-
cluded in the team to play
South Africa because of an In-
ury to experienced opener

ohn Wright.

Greatbatch had endured
wocful form earlier in the sea-
son, being dropped after the
first Test against England ds

Il as finding runs scarce for
his central Districts team.

However, he was chosen
for New Zealand's 14-man
World Cup squad, and his for-
tunes dramaticaly improved
when they came to their third
match, against South Africa.

A gamble by tain Martin
Crowe to use his friend and
former school mate as opener

t the South Africans paid
off, both for the team and

Greatbatch. -

Crowe understood the op-
portunities provided by rules
Whh:h I'El'l.l"h‘."l the fielding side

outside a 30-

ml:ttr for the first 15

Dlv II cricket

Evergreen Club plays
Shantinager ‘B’ today at the
Dhaka Stadium to decide the
second promotee to the
Mflnars First Division cricket
league from next year.

Both Shantinagar 'B' and
Evergreen topped of the super

ague Group A with six points
rom four matches.

Dhanmondi Club
pther team

pmotion.

is the
to have won

Greatbatch has been under
instructions to loft the ball
over the inner ring of fielders,
and loft the ball he has, with
complete abandon.

South Alrica’s pacemen
were the first to come against
Greatbatch's shock tactics. He
smashed all of them into the

slaughter when
ﬂrenthltch '::I.rlyr hut hc
showed scant respect for the
vaunted West [ndian fast
bowlers, putting them to the
sword.

The .?t of Greatbatch
dancing down the pitch to
Curtly Ambrose, one of the

—— -

sreatbatch acknowledges the lp]l'ﬂll on reach-
ing 50 against South Africa in Auckland on Feb

29.

stands for six and put part-
time bowler Adrian Kuiper
onto the roof of the tall north
Stand at Eden Park, a huge hil
by any standards.

Zimbabwe were let ofl the

— Star file photo
world's fastest bowlers and
shugging him for six will be an
enduring memory of this
World Cup.

Allhough that six was more
a top edge, the one he hit over

cover of the exeprienced
Malcom Marshall was the shot
of a class batsman.

Ambrose showed no taste
for being treated in such [ash-
jon, he and Greatbatch having
angry words.

But the opener’s tactics and
the heated exchanges upset
the West Indies’ bowlers more
than the batsman. They not
only lost their cool, but their
line and length.

India’'s quick men, Kapil
Dev and Manoj Pranbhakar,
were almost as angrry as the
West Indians when Greatbatch
despatched them to and over
the boundary. Prabhaker, in
particular, had verbal ex-
changes. ;

"He was upset where the
ball was disappcaring to, |
think,” Greatbatch quipped
after the match.

Asked how he had managed
to turn his form around so
dramatically, Greatbatch, a
genial and unassuming man,
said:

"I'm playing to my strength,
which is playing straight.”

As well as his batting, he is
an inspirational fielder who
moves with a s belying his
bulky frame and lifts his whole
team.

Greatbatch, 28, had realy
been out of touch since scoring
back-to -back centuries in the
one-day serfes in England in
1990,

Desplite early promise,
Greatbatch had a relatively late
start to international cricket,
but success came immediately.
The supremely confident left-
hander scored a centyry on his
Test debut against England in
1988 and quickly rose to the
top five in computer rankings
of batsmen.

In a classic 14-hour innings
of 146 not out against
Australia, he almost single
handedly saved New Zealand
from apparently ccrtain defeat
in Pe in 1989.

But since then, until this
tournament, his form was
patchy and his confidence
sagged accordingly .

Indian r Abbas Al
Baig said he believed
Greatbatch had been hucky and
it could not last.

"l wonder how much longer
he can get away with it?" he
asked.

"It's working for me. They
can look at the scoreboard,”
Greatbatch responded.

Referendum threatens S Africa’s semis

ADELAIDE, Mar
18: South Alrica
may pull out of
the World Cu
\. ' cricket semifi

o .. if Tuesday's whi-
tes-only referendum in their
home country voles nst

continuing the dismantling of
apartheid, Reuter.
Geoff Dakin, president of

the mixed-race United Cricket
Board of South Alrica (UCBSA),
said on Monday he would
withdraw the team rather than
disrupt the fifth World Cup —

rst South Alfrica have
been allowed to enter.

"If there 1s a "No™ vote and
any team we are due o play
aguinst finds difficulty in play-
ing against us because of that”,
sald Dakin, "1 would not dis-
rupt the tournament and
would withdraw South Alrica
from the competition.

"1 don't want South Alfrica
ever to be a pariah in
world cricket, | have had years
of that”, Dakin told Reuters

South Africa were a late en-
11y 1o the World Cup afler be-

ing readmitted to the
International Cricket Council
[ICC) — the sport's ruling body
— last July.

Dakin added: "After being
invited so late, 1 would not
wan! to cause any hurt and dis-
ruption of the tournament.”

The South African team se-
cured a semifinal place when

they beat India six wickets
in their last round-robin match
here on Sunday

[akin, who has only re-
cently joined South Afil{.‘ll
sucressful World Cup

in Australia, said he not
discussed the possibility of a
withdrawal with the team and
would not concerm them un-
keas a ‘No' vote made it neces-
sary to do so,

He added he had spoken to
the World Cup committee and
been told that even In the
event of a "No™ vote they “don't
see orf anticipate asking us to
withdraw.”

He denied his comments
were referendum-eve politics
but said he would not mind f
they had a positive effect In

south Africa.

Dakin said he would act
only after discussing the mat-
ter with other UCBSA mem-
bers, three of whom, vice-
president Krish Mackerdhuj,
chairman of selectors Peter
Van Der Merwe, and them
ma Alan Jordaan, are in
nm';':

Jordaan sald he had not
spoken to Dakin about the
possibility yet and added: "We
never went to all that trouble
to become united to let it be
undone by voting No'.”

"l believe it will be a Yes'
vote,” he said, but if not “we
would have to get togrl.hcr and
Lake the :

Captain Kepler esscls
went further: “The enthusiasm
that cricket Is recetving at the
moment back in South Africa
must have an inflluence on the
vote — undoubtedly.”

Reformist Preasident F W de
Klerk has be 3.3 million
white voters for a landslide
that would send a positive
message to 27 million volcicss
blacks.

Wessels wants more improvement

ADELAIDE, Mar
16: South Africa
need to

their Pl-rm
are o qualify for

’ the final of the

World Cup cricket tournament,
captain Kepler Wessels said

Monday, reports AP.
The South Africans on

Procter’s delight

at reaching semis
ADELNIDE, Mar 16 : South
African coach Mike Procier,
delighted the team are in the
Worid Cup cricket semifinals,
now wants the players to reach
fresh peaks, repots Reuter.
"We really didn't know how
strong we're,” salid Procter,
whose team clinched a place
the last four with a six-
¢t win over India on

"And we didn't really know
how the players would cope
with the pressure, especially
the younger ones, but everyone
has played well, coming good
at the right times.”

"We're absolutely delighted
to have reached the semifi
nals.” he said

Former Test all-rounder
Procter sald onec -day cricket

Sunday continued their re-
markable return to interna-
tonal cricket by qualifying for
the semifinals of the nine-na-
tlon tourmament with a six-

wicket win over India in a
rain-shortened match at
Adelaide Oval

The South Africans will face
either New Zealand or England

mwmﬁ

in the semis, depending on
the results of Wednesday's
malches between Australia and
the West |ndies in Melbourne
and New Zealand and Pakistan
in C hristchurch

Wessels said [acing New
Zealand 1n Auckland, or
England in Sydney, were
equally awkward propositions

"Either way, we've gol to
play above ourselves,” Wessels
send

“At this point., both teams

present a problem.”
i we have to play England

in Sydney they're obviously a
diMcult side, and New Zealand

under their conditions Is a dif-
ficult task.”

"But we really don't mind.
We've got nothing to lose.”

The South Alricans will re-
main 1n Adelaide for the next
three days untfl they find out
their opponent.

Se nals will be played
March 21 and 22 in Auckland
and Sydney with the final in
Melbourne on March 25

Wessels said the team had
been enjoying the reception it
has recetved from Australian
fans after 22 of isolation.

"I must admit that since
we've been in Australia, the
Australian people have been

" Wessels said.
“We've had a lot of suppont
and we that as a
team, particularly for

someone Hke me, who has
Australian connections, (t's
been [antastic.”

Wessels played 24 Tests for
Australia in the ecarly 1980s
before returning to his - home-
land.

Firework kills

soccer fan

BARCELONA. Spain, Mar 16
A 14-year-old died after
being struck by a rk al a
Spanish First Division soccer
match in Barcelona on Sunday,
radio sald, reports Reulter.
Antena 3 radio of Catalonia
said a rocket, fired across the
pitch just before kick off in
the game between Espanol and
Cadiz. hit Guillermo Lazaro in
the neck.

He says he cxpects "a won-
derful win® in the vote.

But oflicials of his National
Party privately predict only a
narrow margin, of 55 per cent
or even less, on Tuesday for
continued negotiations with
blacks on a powcr-sharing
constitution.

In Australia, Wessels said he
had tricd to shield the team
from events in South Africa.

"Every now and then, you
sce something on television
and thal does tend to worry
the . But the task at hand
is important and we have
concentrated on that.” he said,

"It is not that difficult to
concentrate on cricket, Il is
our job. There is very little we
can do aboul the political
thing, we just have to hope
that things work out.”

Thirteen of the team's 14-
men squad cast postal votes in
the whites-only referendum.

The 14th player, Omar
Henry, was not allowed to vote
- he is a coloured (mixed race).

South Alrica will y New
Zealand or Eng in the
semifinals.

When the Cup resumes after
rest days on Monday and
Tuesday, the remaining berth
and semifinal line-up will be
decided by the final round-
robin matches on Wednesday.

West Indies, currently
fourth in the nine-team stand-
ings, will qualify If they beal
holders Australia in a day-night
clash in Melboume

Pollock defends
SA selectors

ADELAIDE, Mar 16: South
Africa's advance to the semifl
nals of the World Cup cricket
tournament had vindicated the
sclectors, former Test [ast
bowler Peter Pollock said
Monday, reports AP

South Alrica controversially
omitied wveterans Clive Rice
and Jimmy Cook [rom Its
squad for the tournament,

outrage among fans.

Pollock, who s & uth
African selector, sald the deci-
sion to choose a More youthful
squad had been proved cor
rect.

There was conlroversy at
the start, because people obwi-
ously wondered how we could
leave Rice and Cook out,”
Polock said.

"1 think now they can sce
we have other young crick-
eters in Lhe country and peo-
ple like Andrew Hudson are

pﬁrm_

Prolific opecning batsman
Cook and allrounder Rice
toured India when South Africa
returned to international
cricket last November, bul
were left out of the 14-man
World Cup squad.

ltphr*uuhwmmd'

as captain in place of Rice

Sport
Greatbatch hits a purple paich

Mushtaq praised

PERTH, Mar 16: Pakistan
tcam manager Intikhab Alam
named unheralded leg-spin
bowler Mushtaq Ahmed as the
man who has kept his team's
World Cup cricket hopes alive,
reports AP.

Pakistan boasts a powerful
pace attack, but Mushtaq's
performances in the team’s
last two games have proved
decistve.,

The 21-year-old claimed
three wickets in Pakistan's 48-
run triumph over Australia at
the WACA Ground on
Wednesday and then returned
to the Perth area on Sunday to
provide {mportant break-
throughs in his team's four-
wicket success against Shri
Lanka.

Those two successes kept
Pakistan in the race for a
semifinal spot.

"He has got some wickets at
crunch times for us in this
tournament,” Intikhab said.

"He may have been giving
up 40 runs, but he has been
the one to get the wickets the
pace bowlers haven't been able
to get.

"Mushtaq is a very confl-
dent young man and that is
why we like to have him in
the team.”

Mushtaq bowls with a
quick, wheeling action and de-
ception pace and flight. He
carries on the tradition of pre-
decessors Abdul Qadir and
Wasim Raja

One of his victims against
Australia was star batsman
Dean Johns, who had joined
Geofl Marsh in what appeared
to be a match-saving partner-
ship.

But Jones' dismissal, trying
to loft Mushtaq over the in-
field only to pop a calch to
deep mid-off, heralded the
downfall of the -Australian
leam.

On Sunday, Mushtaq re-
moved Chandika
Hathurusinghe (five] and
Afhula Samrasekera [38) to
restrict Shri Lanka to 99 Jor

three after 26 overs of their
opening innings.

Pak fans jubilate

over victory

LAHORE, Mar 16: Pakistan's
World Cup viclory against Shri
Lanka on Sunday has cheered
cricket followers across the
country and inspired confi-
dence among cricket officials
that the team had now
clicked, reports AFP.

Although the match was
not broadcast live on state
television, the radio commen-
tary from Perth in Australia
was cagerly followed across
the country, and Pakistan's win
has rekindled hopes of a semi-
final place.

'Tht team has now struck
the form and there is no rea-
son why it should not do better
in the remaining matches,”
said Zahid Ali Akbar, president
of the Board of Control for
Cricket in Pakistan, adding he
was confident the team would

alify for the final.

in the Wills Trophy tour-
nament held in Sharjah last
October, Pakistan had bounced
back from the edge of a
precipice and gone on to win
the championship, he said.

“The dismal performance
in the earlier matches should
not have made us pessimistic,”
he said. Denying reports that
the team was plagued by dis-
scnisjon.

Pakistan's next game |is
against New Zealand on

chnendq.

'Three vie for si

MELBOURNE,
f % Mar 16 : Even

captain Allan

Border admits
r=#" holders Australia

will be more than
fortunate if they pull off a
houdini-style escape act and
qualify for the World Cup
cricket semifinals on
Wednesday, reports Reuter.
"We don’t really deserve it
but if we happen to sneak in, |
don't think teams will
fancy playing us,” border said
when mulling over the math-
ematical equations that would
sec them through. West Indies
will fancy their chances of
ending any such possibility
when the two meet in the
decisive match under
floodlights at the Melbourne
Cricket Ground.

And the odds must be in
favour of West Indies slamming
the final nail in Australia's cof-
fin.

Richie Richardson's West
Indians can even afford to lose
and still finish ahead of
Australia on net run-rate in the
final table of the round-robin
stage of the tournament.

To move ahead of them,
Australia have to win by a large
margin, of around 35 runs if
they bat first, or hit the win-
ning runs no later than the
43rd over, the exact figures

welt:d_w on the totals in-

such mathematics unneces-
sary. If they do what none of
the other seven teams have so
far managed and beat New
Zealand, In Christchurch on
the same day, they will claim
the last semifinal place.

The third scenario is sim-
pler. A West Indies victory
would not only clinch their
semifinal berth but vault them
into third place in the table on
run-rate, ahead of South Africa
and behind New Zealand and
England,” -~

Richardson has said he is
Io-mkmg forward to a “cut

match on Wednesday.

"They'll be playing against
West Indies and everyone
wants to cut our throats.
Regardless of the situation, we
always like to beat Australia,”
he said.

It has so far been a miser-
able tournament for Australia,
winners of the trophy in
Calcutta four years ago and
lunng favourites at the outset

ﬂdut: in their opening

two encounters showed age

and loss of form have hit the

champions after a surfeit of
one-day cricket.

Panic struck. Each match

produced changes in the team

The Baily Star 11

le slot

switches in the batting
ordtr some which crazily saw
Border playing as low down as
number seven.

With Australia n
only three wins meﬁ
matches, it has led to sugges-
tions that even Border. who
along with coach Boby
Simp-onmmhuﬂt the team into
“ unit four years ago,
should quit !

Defeat on Wednesday,
especially a big one, wou
make that more of I :yh

A hero only yes . wi
his face :mhln:oncd on T-
Shirts among thousands of
fans, Border is witnessing how
quickly the fickle public can

!Fgc. poor results have al-

most certainly ended the in-
ternational career of opener
and vice-captain Geoflf Marsh.
His scoring has been so
slow he even drew jeers and
boos from his home crowd at
Perth against Pakistan and was
dropped for the next match.
Against Zimbabwe on
Saturday, Australia finally ap-
peared to have got thetr bat-
ting order right. David Boon
restored as opener and

Border moving up to number
four. ’

It {s to be seen whether
that will work as successfully
in a much sterner Test against
West Indies,

Azhar blames poor team spirit

NEW DELHI, Mar
16: Indian skip-
per Mohammad
Azharuddin bla-

%
W@ med | poor team

side’s World Cup debacle as a
nation-wide inquest into the
[ormer champions’ early
climination from the
competition continued here
today, reports AFP.

Cricket-crazy Indians have
watched their team's disap-
pointing run live on TV and of-
fered prayers at temples for
the team’'s return to form. One
shocking defeat drove a newly-
Married fan to commit suicide.

“The problem, 1 thought,
was that players were inter-
ested only in individual per-
formances,” he said.

"I may be wrong in this
asscssment, but that is my be-
liefl. And when there is no con-
certed effort, no IEElicltiﬂn

towards a team cause, there
cannot be very good results,”
he told the Pioneer which

published a tow-part newspa-
per inte on Sunday and
Monday.

India, the 1983 champions,
failed to reach the semifinals

sald the brilliant Sachin
Tendulkar was a distinguished

exceptlion
tried my best to instill

confidence. t through. Hut
it didn't work, obviously.

think a lot of them are
places for grlnﬂn'

Azharuddin said, sug-
of the Cup "ﬂ is being held gestions he had not been
in Australia New Zealand o oo rtive enough as skipper.

and had only two wins to show
from their eight matches.

A six wicket defeat Sunday
at the hands of South Africa in
Adelaide capped the disastrous
show, which came on top of
Test and one-day series losses
to Cup co-hosts Australia.

Az din, who rediscov-
ered during the tournament
the bat form that makes
him one ol cricket's most ele-
gant players, said he thought
the lack of team spirit was
more evident among his
younger teammates.

He named no names, but

"It has been frustrating to
see cverything go wrong.
Frustrating and extremely dis-
appointing,”™ he said.

Editorials have been written

the World Cup dis-
aster, and fans have staged
public protests against the
slow bating of vice -captain

E:Iri St:tm eventually

Former skipper Bishen

S g I S e P

pcrfurmlmc was the "“most

disastrous episode in the his-
tory of the Eﬂuﬂtl'rl cricket.”

WELLINGTON,
Mar 16:
Zealand's unbea-
ten World Cup
\.“,' cricket team has

improved drama-
tically over th: past month,
England coach Micky Stewart
said Monday, reports AP.

England defeated New
Zealand 2-0 in a Test series
and 3-0 in a imited-overs se-
ries before the World Cup
started.

The Kiwis reversed that
form on Sunday when they
defeated the previously un-
beaten Englishmen by seven
wickets at the Basin Reserve.
Both teams already were cer-
tain of playing in the World
Cup semifinals.

England squandered a good
start to muster 200 for eight
and New Zealand replied with
201 for three with 9.1 overs to

spare
said New Zealand

7

Str.:warl
had rebuilt morale alter their

losses to England in January

! and February.

New

"They have bounced back
very well,” Stewart said.

“They've played well at
home all the way through.
They know the conditions
they are go to pln{ym in-
side-out and

. English coach lauds New Zealand

Martin Crowe said his players
had savored the
"It was definitely

nml.
he said.
"All the wins have been

pretty special but that was

sweet because E were
the form team and probably

-

"They are win:u:q now. the favourites to win the
They are confident, they are Work Cup.
unbeaten with seven out of MM us a bit of a

soven.
"When you are winning you

hiding before, so all those in-

gmdi:nu made it particularly
tisfying for us.”

play with confidence and H;.-w Zealand travelled to
‘h‘“&'.n ““"I hpre F N ed  jo  Christchurch early Monday
Stand-in England captain 20d planned 10 take the d‘!’
Alec Stewart was disappointed = 5%, e I
with his team's: performance. match inst Pakistan on
"We were a few runs short ., agea
of what we'd liked to have got,” neadey. '
B e s | WCOIEN 'S NIOCKEY
and knocked it of quite easily. I'ESllltS
"It is obvious that we played READING, England, Mar 16
on a slower wicket against : Britain, he::::qa-ﬂr:d
slower bowlers. Australia on Sa .t
"Once they got off to a flyer, the tables on Sunday with a 2-

like they did, we had to bowl
them out to win It."
New  Zealand uptﬂn

1 victory (halftime 2-0) over
the Australians in the second
of two women s hockey tests.
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“"W&xm HIS FINGERS TO

THE BONE.
Today’s Cryptoquip clue: | equals F

thuﬂnndpimlnﬁﬂchm
think that X equais O, it

The
“Mhmg'm 2
uﬂlequﬂow puzzle. letters, short
words and words using an you clues to
locating vowels. Solution is by trial and error.




